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-Lift of the Consuls Names, and of the 
Years comprehended in this Volume. 



Sex. Pompeius. a.r. 7 6;, 

Sex. Apuleius. •ft.c.i+.' 

Drusus Cesar. a.r. 7 66 

C. NORB. FlACCUS. "ft-C.ij. 
T. StATILIUS SlSEN- 

na Taurus. *flc?,l. 

L. ScRIBONIUS LlBO. 
C. CoELIUS RuFUS. 

L.PomponiusFlac- JteSJ 

cus. 

Ti. Caesar. Augus- 
t-its TTT A.R.769. 
TVS, 111, rft. C.18. 

German. Caesar, II. 

M. Junius Silanus. 

L. Norbanus Bal- fft R c 7 J°; 

bus Flaccus. 
M. Val. Messala./ AR.771. 

M.AURELIUSCOTTA. aft - C '*°- 

Tiberius Caesar 

Augustus, IV. tst~c.r,' 
Drusus Caesar, II. 

C. Sulp. Galba. a.r. 773 . 

D. Hat. Agrippa. •*■&». 
C. Asinius. AR 

C. Antistius. »ft- c.13! 

Ser. Cornelius Ce- 

theous. £ R c"t 

L.ViselliusVarro. 
Coss.Cor.Lentulus. A.R. 77 6. 
M.AsiniusAcrippa. tft.C.25! 



Cn.Len.Getulicus. 
C. Calvisius. 

M. Licin. Crassus. 
L.Calpurnius Pisp. 

Ap. Junius Silanus. 
P. Silius Nerva. 

C. Rub. Geminus. ' , 
G. Fufius Geminus. [ 
M. Vinicius. 
L. Cass. Longinus, * 
Tiberius Caesar 

Augustus, V. 
L. JElivs Sejanus. 
Cn. Domitius Ahe- 

nobarbus. 
M.Furius Camillus ' 

scribonianus. 
Ser. Sulp. Galba. a 
L.CorneliusSylla. a 
P.FabiusPersicus.. > 

L. VlTELLIUS. » 

C.Cestius Gallus. j 
M.ServiliusRufus. * 
Q^Plautius. i 

Sex. Papwius. ' * 

Cn.Acer.Proculus. a 
C. Pont. Nicrinus. ' * 



A.R. 779 . 
»ft. C.sS. 
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" BOOK IV. 

§ I.rrl/ B E R IU S bad a good head and a bad 
\_ heart,' p. 3. His diffmulation, ibid. He 
appeared at left what be really was, 4. Immediately 
after tbe death of Auguftus he takes poffejfion of thefo- 
•vereign power ; 5. His feigned modefty witb refpecl to 
the Senate, ibid. He compaffes the death of Pofthumus 
Agrifpa, ibid. Fidelity and obedience fworn to Tibe- 
rius at Rome, 7. Auguftus 1 's cerpfe is brought to 
Rome, ibid. Tiberius opens the affembly of the Senate 
byafpeeeb, ibid. Auguftus 1 s will, 8. Three memo- 
rialsjoined by Auguftus to his will, 9. The Senate's 
deliberation, 10. Tiberius' s ordinance criticifed, it, 
Auguftus' s funeral, ibid. A Temple in Rome, and di- 
vine honors, are decreed bim, 13. Tiberius makes be- 
lieve' be will net accept tbe Empire, 14. The Senate 
frejfes bim thereto by eatneft fuppUcations, 15. Aftate 
of tbe Empire of Auguftus' s own band-writing is read, 
1 6. Tiberius' s counterfeit modefty makes fame of the 
Senators lofe all patience, ibid. Ajmius Gallut and 
Arruntius offend tbe refined jealoujy of Tiberius, 1 7. 
Which alfo happens to Haterius and Matnercus Scau- 
rus, 18. Tiberius at length half yeilds to tbe Senate's 
entreaties, 19. fat obstinately refufesfome of the ho- 
nors attached to the Imperial dignity, 20. And oppofes 
tbofe intended to be decreed his mother, 22. He de- 
mands the Proconfular authority for Gemtanicus, 23. 
.Nomination of twelve Pretors, ibid. The right of 
eleclion, and tbe whole fewer of tbe people, transferred 
to tbe Senate, ibid. Two feditions at once, 24. Re- 
action of that in Pannonia, 25. Tiberius fends his [on 
Drufus to appeafe the fedition, 32. An eclipfe of the 
1 Moon terrifies tbe feditious. They grow calm, .35. End 
of the fedition in Pannonia, 39. Sedition in tbe Ger- 
man 
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man army, ibid. Germanicus, who was in Gaul, 
baftes tbitber to appeafe it, 42. The {editions offer 
bim tbe Empire ; wbicb be confiders as an affront, 45. 
Gratifications and privileges granted by bim in order to 
quiet tbem, 46. Commotion of a detachment oftbefe 
legions, fuppreffed by afubaltern, 48. Tbe /edition of 
tbe legions is renewed on tbe arrival of deputies from 
tbe Senate, 49. Furious exceffes of tbe mutineers, 
ibid. Germanicus fends out of tbe camp bis wife A- 
grippina and bis fan Caligula, 51. Grief of tbe fol- 
diers, 52. Germanicus' s fpeech to tbe legions, ibid. 
Tbe mutineers come to tbemf elves, and execute juftice 
on the mofi guilty, 55. Review of tbe Centurions, §6. 
Tiberius keeps quiet in Rome during all tbefe commo- 
tions, 57. Germanicus prepares to reduce by force 
two objtinate legions, 58. Tbe foldiers duteoufly pre- 
vent bim by a bloody execution of tbe mofi criminal, 59. 
Short and happy expedition againfi tbe Germans, 60. 
Tiberius' s joy, tempered with difquiet, 62. 

Sect. II. Death of Julia, Augufiuis daughter, 65, 
Semproniu's Gracchusfiain by Tiberius 's order, ibid. Ti- 
berius, naturally inclined to cruelty, conceals it under 
an appearance of great lenity and moderation, 66. He 
tnanifejts great zeal for juftice, 69. He does -not op- ., 
prefs tbe nations, ibid. He affelis popularity, 70. 
It was bis dread of Germanicus that made him thus 
counterfeit, ibid. He permits profecutions for pre- 
tended treafons, 71. Affair of Falanius and Rubri- 
cs, 72. That of Granius Marcellus, 73. Tiberius's 
well-judged liberality, 75. He fometimes couples it 
with feverity, ibid. Overflowing of tbe Tiber. Pro- 
jet! for turning tbe rivers tbat ran into it, 76. Acbaia 
and Macedonia become provinces to Cefar, 77. Ti- 
berius's eufiom of continuing tbofe in place be bad once 
put in, ibid. Drufus's vices, 78. Tiberius leaves 
off going to the games and fpeclacles, ibid. Paffim 
of tbe Romans for pantomimes. Seditions. Regulation 

a j ' *« 
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on that fubjeil, 79. Augufiu/s legacy to the people 
difcbargedfomewbat late by Tiberius, 80. Melancholy 
fate of a pleafant fellow, 8 1. The hundredth dena- 
rius continued. Revocation of the indulgences extorted 
by the f editions in Germany, ibid. German war. 
Germanicuis expedition againft the Cattans, . 82. Se- 
geftes befieged by his countrymen. Germanicus delivers 
bim,$3. Difcourfe of Segejles to Germanicus, 84. Ar- 
minius. makes the Cherufcans and neighbouring nati- 
ons take up arms, 86. Germanicus marches againft 
him, 87. He pays the lafl duties to the remains of 
Varus and bis legions, ibid. Tiberius blames him for 
it, 89. AHion between the Romans and Germans, 
wherein the advantage is equal, ibid. Return of the 
Roman army, 90. Four legions under the conduiJ of 
Cecim are in great danger, but extricate themfelves by ' 
their valor, ibid. Falfe rumour of the entire defeat 
of thefe legions. Thoughts of breaking the bridge on 
the Rhine. Agrippina prevents it, 94. Tiberius takes 
umbrage at Agrippina, 95. Two legions under the 
conduct of P. Vitellius are in danger of being drowned. ' 
ibid, Germanicus's liberality and goodnefs, 97. 
He receives into favor Segimerus and his fan, 98. 
He takes arefolution to tranfport all his troops into 
Germany by fea, ibid, A 'fleet of a thoufand fail, 99. 
Short expedition toward the Luppia, ibid. Embarka- 
tion. Courfe of the fleet to the mouth of the Amijla, 
ibid. Converfation between Arminius and his brother 
Fktvius, who fervid in the Roman army, 100. Ger- 
manicus paffes the Vefer. He fecretly informs bim- 
felf of bis foldiers difpojitions, 101. Germanicus's 
dream, 103. His harangue to the foldiers, ibid. 
Arminius encourages his troops, 105, Battle gained 
by the Romans, ibid. Second battle, wherein, the Ro- 
mans are again viclorious, 106. Trophy, 109. The 
Angrivarians fubmit, ibid. Return of the Romans 
by fea. Storm. Difajler of the fleet, ibid, Germa- 
S/cits's grief. His core to pick up bis foldiers, no. 
Expe z 
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Expeditions againji the Cattans and Marfians. Bight 
of the Germans, m. Return of the legions into tain-? 
ter -quarters, 112. Germanicus recalled, ibid, He 
bos no fuccefforin the chief command of the legions in 
Germany, 112. 

BOOK V. 
Sect. I. Confpiracy of Drufus libs difcovered. 
He is aaufed, and kills himfelf, 1 15. Renewal of 
the old ordinances againji Afirologers, 1 20. Remark- 
able trace of the Republican government, 121. Aflave 
of Agrippa Poftbumus perfonates that Prince, ibid. 
He is arrefied, and put to death, 122. Foeli/b vanity 
efVibius Rufus. Tiberius* s moderation with refpecl to 
bim, 123. Attempt to reform luxury, ibid. Liber- 
ties taken by L.Pifo, 125. Conteii between Cn. Pifo 
andAftnius Gallus about the vacations of the Senate, 126. 
Afinius Gallus propofes to fix the magistrates for five 
years. Tiberius removes that notion, 127. Horten- 
Jtus'sgrandfon demands a gratification of Tiberius, 128. 
He is rudely refufed, 130. Old Records fought out and 

■ tranfcribed, 132. Germanicus' s triumph, ibid. Trou- 

■ bles among the P or thians, 133. Troubles in Armenia, 
125. Death of ArchelausKingefCappadocia. Decree 
of the Senate for reducing his kingdom into a Roman 
province, 136. Other commotions in the Eaft, 137. 
Co'mmiffion given Germanicus to pacify the Eaft, 138. 
Cn. Pifo made govemour of Syria, ibid. Tiberius' 's 
court divided between Germanicus and Drufus, who 
continue themfelves good friends, 139. Terrible earth- 
quake in Afia, 140. Tiberius cafes the Afiatics 9 141. 
His liberality tofeveral Roman Senators, ibid. Hisfe- 

• verity to prodigals, 142. Dedications of ftveral temples, 
ibid. Hewtll not \fuffer his name to be given to the 
month of November, ibid. Apuleia Varilia accufed of 
bigh-treafon, and gently treated, ibid. Deathof Titus 
Livius, and of Ovid, 143. Drufus fent into Byri- 
cum on occafion of the war between Maroboduus and Ar- 
minius, ibid. Marobodtm, being dethroned, is resav- 
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td into Italy ; and grows old in peace, 147. Arrmni- 
tts's death and panegyric, 14.8. Rbefcuporis King of 
Thrace, defpoiled of bis Kingdom and banifbed, 149. 
Horrible immorality at Rome, 153. Ordinances to re- 
firain it, 154. ABion of Mundus and Paulina. 
Egyptian fuperftitions profcribed, ibid. Jews driven 
out of Rome, 155. Eletlicn of a vejlal, ibid. New 
ijland in the Archipelago, 156. 

Sect. II. Germanicus fets out for the Eaft. Detail 
ef bis journey, 157. Firfi inflames of Pifo's infolence 
and turbulency. Germanicus's good-nature, 1 59. Pi- 
fo being 'arrived in Syria, endeavours 'to gain the af- 
feclion of the foldiery at the- expence of difcipline, 1 60. 
Cermanicus gives a King to Armenia, ibid. The Ova- 
tion is decreedbim and Drufus, 161. Cappadocia and 
Commagena reduced into provinces, ibid. Pifo's bad 
procedure with refpeB to Germanicus, 162. Vonones 
fent into Cilicia. His death, 1 63 . Germanicus's jour- 
ney to Egypt, 164. At his return befalls ill. New 
extravagancies of Pifo, 165. Germanicus imagines 
himfelf poifoned by Pifo, 1 66, He orders him to leave 
Syria, ibid. Germanicus's death, 167. Univerfal 
grief, 1 68. He is buried at Antioch. Praifes given 
him, 1 6g. Sentius takes the command in Syria, 171. 
Agrippina's departure with Germanicus's ajhes, ibid. 
Pifo endeavours to re fume by force the government of 
Syria, 1 72. Sentius hinders him, and obliges htm to 
retake the route of Italy, 174. Exceffxve grief in Rome 
an account of Germanicus' sitlnefs and death, .175. Ho- 
nours decreed to bis memory, 177. Livilla, Drufus' s 
wifti -is delivered of male twins, 178. Agrippina's 
•arrival at Brundufium, ibid. Honours fhewn to Ger- 
manicus's afhesfrom Brundufium to Rome, 1 80. They 
■ere carried to Augufius's tomb, 181. Tiberius cautions 
the people toftt founds to their immoderate grief , 182. 
Dates of the interrment and death ef Germanicus, 
•183. pifo arrives at Rome, ibid. Heisaccufed, and 

the 
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the affair brought before the Senile, 1 85. Tiberius* s 
difcourfe, 186. Pleadings, 188. ' Pifo'sdeatb, 191. 
Plancina, Pifo'S'Wife, faved at Livia's entreaty, 193. 
Opinion of the Conful moderated by Tiberius , 194. 
Pifo's accufers rewarded* 195. 

Sect. III. Drttfus's Ovation, 197. Death of ' Vip- 
fania bis mother, ibid. Lepida accufed and condemned. 
198. Death of Quirin'tus, 200. D. Silanus obtains 
Jeave to return to Rome, ibid. Moderations andreftric- 
tions of the law Papia Poppea, 201. The eldefi of 
Germanicus's fans puts on the virile robe, 202. His 
marriage, 203. Death of SaUuft, the Emperor's Mi- 
nifter, 204. Confulfhip of the father andfon, ibid. 
All Tiberius's eollegues in the Confulfhip perijbed mi- 
ferably, ibid. Tiberius abfents himfelf from Rome, 
205. Difpute between Corbulo and L. Sylla, ibid. 
Corbulo blamed in another kind of affair, 206. Cecina 
Severus's proportion rejefted, ibid. An enormous and 
tyrannic abufe repreffed, 207. Drufus acquires great 
good-will on that account, 208. Accufations of high 
treafon ibid.- Incredible lengths that they were carried 
to, ibid. Condemnation and death of Lutorius Prif- 
cus, 210. Law that defers for ten days the execution 
of the judgments of the Senate, 212. Commotions in 
Thrace, 213. Revolt in Gaul, ibid. Alarmthatthe 
news of it produces at Rome. Tranquillity of Tiberius, 

2 1 6. Sacrovir, chief of the Eduans, defeated by Silius, 

217. Tiberius acquaints the Senate by letter with the 
beginning and end of the war at the fame time, 218. 
Bafe flattery of a Senator, ibid. Tiberius makes fre- 
quent delufive projetls of 'jaurnies, 219. WarofTae- 
farinas in Africa, ibid. He is beat by Furius Camil- 
lus, 220. He defeats a Roman cohort, 221. It is 
decimated by order of the Proconful Apronius, ibid. 
The Civic crown given by the Emperor to a foldier, ibid. 
Tacfarinas is driven back again into the deferts, 222. 
Junius Blefus named to fucceed Apronius, ibid. He 

- gains 
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' gains great advantages, but does not terminate the war, 
p. 223. Tiberius befiows on him the triumphal orna- 
ments, and the title of Imperator, 224. 

Sect. IV. Complaint of the Ediles of .the lux- 
ury of eating, 22 5. Stories about Apicius, 226. The 
Senate confults Tiberius, 22 7. Frugality of that 
Prince's table, ibid. His anfwer to the Senate, 228. 
No reformation ■, this luxury continues increafing to 
Galba's time : It had ceafed when Tacitus wrote, 231. 
Caufes of that 'change, 232. The Tribunitial power 
afked by Tiberius for Drufus of the Senate, and granted, 
233. Drufus returns thanks by letter, 235. Difcon- 
tent of the Senators, ibid. Maluginenjis precluded the 
government of Afia, on account of his being prieft of 
Jupiter, ibid. The rights of afylums difcuffed before 
theSenate, and moderated, 236. Livia's illnefs, 238. 
Tiberius returns to Rome, ibid. Silanus, Pro-conful 
of Afia, accufed and condemned, 239. Tiberius rejeSts 
a novelty that tended to increafe bis power, 242. A- 
nother Pro-conful condemned, 243. Tiberius's modera- 
tion, ibid. Bafe flattery of Ateius Capita, ibid. Ti- 
berius tired of the fervitude of the Senators, 244. 
Death of Ateius Capita, 245. The Bafilic of Paulus 
repaired by Lepidus, 146, Pompey's theatre dejlroyed 
by fire, and rebuilt by Tiberius, ibid. Death of Ju- 
nia, Brutus' 'sfifier, ibid. 

B O O K VI. 

Sect. I. Beginning of the misfortunes of the Imperial 
family, 249. Tiberius pretends to vifii the provinces, 
250. State of the land and fea forces on foot in Tiberi* 
it? s time, ibid. Short Jketch of Tiberiuis government- 
to his ninth y(ar, 252. Divers events, the meft inter- 
ejling of which is the danger, C. Gracchus is in, 254. 
The Pantomimes expelled Italy, 255. Capita, intend- 
ant of 'the Emperor, condemned by the Senate, ibid. 
A. temple erefied in Afia to Tiberius i Livia, and tb* 
Senate, 
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Senate, 256. Death of Ludllius Longus, Tiberm's 
old and faithful friend, 257. Honours done the Vef- 
tals, ibid. The war of_Tacfarinas is ended by.Do- 
labella, ibid. Cenjpiracy of the Jlaves Jlified, 261. 
L. Pifo, being accufed, dies before fentence, 262. 
Caffm s Severus tranfported from Crete to the ijle of 
Seriphos, ibid. Plautius Silvanus, who threw his 
wife out of a window, is reduced to die by opening his 
veins, ibid. Vibius Serenus aceufed by his fan, 16$. 
The informers froteBed by Tiberius againft the in- 
clinatmn of the Senate, 265. Tiberius forgives a Ro- 
man Knight who had made fatyrical verfes on him,2.6y. 
Affair of Suilius, and of Firmius Catus, ibid. Tad- 
tufs reflection on the ungrateful matter treated of in 
his Annals, lift. Accufation and death of Cremtttius 
Cordus, 270. PaJJionfor accufing, 274. Vibius Se- 
renus froteUed by the public hatred, ibid. Tiberius 
will , net eonfent to have a temple trebled to him in 
Spain, 175. He fortifies him/elf in his refolution 
to leave Rome, 277. Tiberius's rigor to the aceufed, 
278. Death of Lentulus Getulicus, and of L. Domi- 
tius, ibid. Death of L. Antonius, 280. Divert 
affairs of the provinces, ibid. L. Pifo affaffinated in 
Spain, 281. Poppeus Sabinus makes war on the 
Thracians, and receives the triumphal ornaments, ibid. 
Tiberius quits Rome for ever, 285. His motives, ibid. 
He fettles in the tfle of Caprea, 288. A fifherman 
ill-treated by Tiberius, 289. Tiberius abandonsbim- 
felf to indolence, intemperance, and the mofi infamous 
debauchery, ibid. Fifty thoufand men killed or wound- 
ed by the fall of an amphitheatre, 291. A terrible 
fire, 293. Tiberius's generofity, ibid. Flattery of the 
Senate, ibid. Revolt of the Frifians, 294. The Ro- 
man lojfes, ibid. Agrippina, Germamcus's daughter, 
married to Cn. Domitius, 296. Death of Julia, Au- 
gujius's grand-daughter, 297. Death of^Hateri- 
us, ibid. His fpecies of eloquence, ibid. Livia's 
death, 298. Her cbarafler, ibid. Ingratitude of 

the 
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the Emperor her fen, 298. Tiberius 1 s government be- 

temes mere tyrannic than ever ; 301. 

Sect. II. Origin and fortune of Sejanus, 303. 
His ambitious projects, 304. His character, 305. 
He peifons Drufus, Tiberius' s fon, 306. Tiberius' s re- 
folution at bis fon's death, 308. Sufpe£led of infen- 
Jibility, 310. Honors decreed to the memory of Dru- 
fus, 311. His funeral, ibid. Another manner of re- 
lating Drufus's death; refuted by Tacitus, ibid. Vices 
imputed to Drufus, 312. His generofity, ibid. Gene- 
ral affetlion for the family of Germanicus, 313. Seja- 
nus undertakes its ruin, ibid. Flattery of the Pontiff 
to Nero, and Drufus, 3 1 5. Tiberius' s complaints, ag- 
gravated by Sejanus, ibid. Silius and Sofia bis wife 
accufed and condemned, ibid. Moderation and wifdont 
of Man. Lepidus, 318. Regulation for making ma- 
giflrates refpenfible for the extortion of their wives in 
their governments, 3(9. Sejanus afks leave of Tibe- 
rius to marry Drufus's widow, ibid. Tiberius refu- 
fes him, but with great gentlenefs, 320. Sejanus 
infpires Tiberius with the defign of retiring from 
Rome, 322. Claudia Pulcra accufed by Domitius A- 
fer, 323. Agripptna's complaints on that fubjeB, 324.' 
Domitius Afar moreefteemed for his eloquence than his 
probity, 325. Agrippina demands of Tiberius to be 
remarried, 326 He makes her no anfwer, ibid, A- 
grippina, deceived by Sejanus 's emiffaries, imagines Ti- 
berius has a defign te poifon her, ibid. Adventure; 
that increafes Sejanus' s credit with Tiberius, 327. Se- 
janus fets about destroying Nero, Germanicus' s eldefi 
yew, ibid. Quintilius Varus accufed by Domitius Ar 
f*r, 329. Guards fet ever Agrippina and Nero, 330. 
Titius Sabinus who was attached to them, perijbes by 
rfgnal infdelity^bidt Faifhfulnefs of 'Sabmui 's dog,%$+. 
Ms eceufers ptmifhed fame tiw after, 335. Fktfery 
of the Senate, 336. Tiberius and Sejanus permit the 
Romans to come and pay their court to them, ibid- 
Tiberius w&tes to' the Senate dgainfi Agrippina, anal 
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her Jon, 337. His Utter is ineffectual, p. 338. 'Another 
letter from Tiberius-, 339. Hiatus in Tacitus, ibid. 
Condemnation of Agrippina, Nero, andDrufus, 340. 
Tiberius' s perfidy and inhumanity to Afinius Gallus, ib. 
Enormous power of Sejanus, 341. Tiberius, apprifed 
1 by Antonia of Sejanus's defigns, at laft opens his eyes, 
342. To lull him into a falfe fecurity, he loads him 
with honors, and names him Conful with himfelf, 343. 
Sejanus is received with infinite refpecl into Rome, 3 44. 
Tiberius's artful condutl in ruining him, 345. Death 
of Nero, Germanicus's eldefi fon, 348 . Tiberius's let- 
ter to the Senate againft Sejanus, ibid. Sejanus is ar- 
reted, and carried to prifon, 3 501 He is put to death, 
352. His children perijb with him, 353. Death of 
Apicota, formerwife of Sejanus, ibid. Livilla's death, 
3 54. Some of Sejanus's par tifans maffacred by the peo- 
ple, ibid. Houfes plundered by the Pretorian guards, 
ibid. Decree of the Senate againft Sejanus's memory, 
355- Tiberius refufes the honors decreed him, ibid. 
Preaching ofjefus Chrift, 356. 

Sect. HI. Tiberius crueller after Sejanus's death, 
358. Blefus, and many others, profecuted before the 
Senate as accomplices of Sejanus, 359. Cruelties of 
Tiberius at Caprcc, 360. Melancholy adventure of a 
JRhodian, ibid. Public hatred of Tiberius, 361. Ser- 
vilities of the Senate, ibid. A Senator pumped for 
having propofed to give an honorable recomp'ence to the 
Pretorian foldiers, 363. Two accomplices of Sejanus 
condemned, 364. Meffalinus Cotta attacked by many 
Senators, and defended by Tiberius, 365. Tacitus* s re- 
flexion on a confejjion that efcaped Tiberius, $66. Ti- 
berius's debaucheries ; his Jhame of themfpite of him- 
f e !f* 367- H*f cruelty continues, ibid. Paffion for 
accufations, ibid. Magnanimity of a Roman Knight 
aeaifed of being Sejanus s friend, 368. Tiberius's cru- 
elty to his old friends; and to the learned Grecians he 
bad about him, 370. Manyaccufed. Death of Scaurm, 
371- A 'mother put to death for -bewailing her -fon, 373.. 
■ . Death 



^.iizai^Google 



xlv CONTENTS, 

Death ofFufius Geminus, and of bis wife-, a 73 . Rubriu 3 
Fahatus thinks of retiring to Parthia, 374. PifoyPre-* 
feS of Rome t dies: His perfetual drunkennefs, ibid- 
Lamia fucceeds him, and afterwards Coffus, ^75- W* 
Sibylline verfes : Tiberius bos tbem examined, ibid. Se- 
ditious motions of the people appeafed^yS. The Empire 
foretoUGalha byTiberius, 377. Marriages ofDrufiUa 
and Julia, Gerjnanicus's daughters, and of Julia,Dru- 
fufs daughter, ibid. Troubles and general confufton a- 
bout debts; Remedy applied by Tiberius,%7%. Continua- 
tion ofTiberius*s cruelties, 379. He puts to death all 
wbo were detained in prifon as Sejanuis accomplices, 
381. Death of Afinius Gallus, ibid. Death of Dru- 
fus, Germamcus's fon, 382. Agrippinds death, 384. 
Plancina is accufed, and kills berfelf, 385. Cocceius 
Nervajlarves himfelf ibid. Peaceable deaths of three 
illujlrious perfons, 386. Confummation of the myfleries 
of tbeSaviour\ ibid. A phcenix, ?$•] , Pomponius La- 
beo and bis wife cut their veins, ibid. Informers pu- - 
nifhed, 338. Boldnefs of Lentulus Getulicus, ibid. Se- 
cond Decennals of Tiberius, 389. Falfe Drufus, ibid. 
Troubles and revolutions among the Partbians and Ar- 
menians,^ib\d. Commotions in Cappadoaa^gy. Conti- 
nuation ofTiberius's cruelties, 400. Peaceable death of 
Poppeus Sabinus, 402. Funeral of a raven, 403. A 
■ perfon accufed poifons bimfelf in the Senate- itjelf, 404. 
Punifhment of Tigranes, ibid. A great fire in Rome, 
Tiberius* s liberality, ibid. Tiberius' s perplexity and un- 
certainty about the choice ofafucceffbr, 405. Remark- 
1 able faying of Tiberius about Caius, 407. Tiberius en- 
deavours to conceal the declenfion of his health, 408. 
Divers accufations, ibid. Voluntary death of Arruntius, 
ibid. A tragical and fcandalous adventure, 411. Ti- 
beriufs demtfe, ibid. The people inveigh againfi his me- 
mory, 4 1 4. Epochs and degrees of Tiberius' s wickednefs, 
ibid. Proo/j 0/ //>* badnefs of his heart, 415. His 
snorefenefs, 416. //« irreligion, ibid. His learning, 
His obfcure, pedantic ftyle, $i-j. His affetlatien of pu- 
rity, ibid. His perfon, ibid. HI S- 



J,g,1 E edDyGoOgIe 



CoNTENTSof Vol. Ill* 



BOOK VII. 

Sect. I. A DVANTAGES that may be drawn 
jt\. from bad examples, pag. i. Caius t 
the true name of the emperor, whom we call Caligu- 
la, 4. Tiberius's will fit afide, 5. No honours de~ 
treed Tiberius, 6. His funeral, ibid. Univerfal 
joy for Caius* s aeeeffion to the empire, ibid. Caius 
begins well, y. His refpeB towards bis relations, 8. 
He difcbarges the legacies left by Tiberius and Liviai 
10. His prodigality, it. Good aSiions, ibid. De- 
monjtrations of public gratitude towards bim, ij. 
He is conful with Claudius, ibid. Hisfpeecb to the 
fenate, ibid. He dedicates the temple of Auguftus, 

14. Feafls and entertainments, ibid. Caius ficki 

15. General uneafinefs, ibid. Vows dictated by) 
flattery, ibid. Cruelty of Caius, ibid. 'Epoch of 
bis change of conduSt, 16. He puts Tiberius Ge- 
mellus to death, ibid. Death of Silanus, 17* 
Gracinus having refufed to accufe Silanus is put to 
death, 18. His flubborn virtue, 19. Treaty conclud- 
ed by Vitellius with Artabanes, ibid. Antiocbus again 
put in poffeffion of the kingdom of Contmagena, 20. 
ffifiory of Agrippa grandfon to Herod, ibid. Dif- 
grice and death of Pilate, 22. Tiberius* s name 
emitted in the oaths of the frfi of January, 23. 
Right of ekStions refiored to, and foon after taken 
from the people, ibid. Cruelties of Caius, ibid. 
'Death of Macro, 24. Death of Antonia, 25, 

- I Caiuf, 



. pilize'dby G00gle 



U CONTENT* 

Caius takes pleajure in defaming bis ancefiors, 26. 
His mad and faaftum love of bkfljters, 27. His 
debauches of all kinds, 29. His marriages, ibid. 
He taufcs divine honours to be paid himfelf* 32. 
tfis follies with regard to Iris borfe, 36. .Qthir 
proofs of bis' madnefs, ibid. Vefpafian, being Edile* 
covered with dirt by Caius* s order* 37. Caius* s ft- 
cond confuljbip, ibid. His extravagant expences, 38. 
His rapine, 39. Law ' againft high treafon- revived* 
$4. . Demitiu's lifer's feadintjs of mind when in the 
greaiift danger', -48. Caipfdepofes the tonftds, 49. 
His cruel and fpiteftd jeajoujy* 50. The fenatars* 
gfd 'particularly' L. Vitelline, mean flatterers, 53. 
■^.nfirous barbarity of Cains, 55. 'Savage fayings, 
^6. Other cruelties pj Com,, $7. ' Heroic refoht- 
tion of tonus fufaus* £9. ' Caius builds, a bridge, over 



tjon of Conn, 
tbejea* 61. 



Sect. tj. Cairn's ridiculous expedition againft 
'Germany and Britain, 6$. His rapine and crueltm 
in Gaul, 70. Conspiracy) of GetuJicus and Lepidus 
difcovfrid, ibid. Tbiy are put to death, ibid. 
fcaius's Jifters fufpetlcd of being concerned in the con* 
fpiracy, and punijhed, 72. Cains fells his 0ers 
jewels and furniture, and his own* 73. His prodi- 
galities, ibid. Games* ibid. Contention of eh' 



"quence at Lyons, ibid. Deputation from the Jinate* 
74. Jnger of Caius, ibid. Caius fole conful, 75. 
Ifo magtjtrate dares to convene the fcnate, j6. Ne% 



years gifts, ibid. Honours done to the memory- °f 
. Tiberius, 77. Preparations for Caius's triumph, 
* ibid. ■ His wrath and threats againft the fenate, 78, 
He renounces his triumph or defers it, 79. His bor- 
rid defigns .prevented by death, ibid. Dangers to 
which the Jews org exfafed, by, refufing to grant di- 
vine honours to Cam, So. j. The vtalenst and op* 
V prefiion 



■ L^iiizal^GoOgli: 



CONTENTS. & 

frcffion they fitffer in Alexandria, ibid. 2. Thi 
Jewifb religion attacked in its, very centre, by Caius's 
order to fit up hisfiatue in the temple ofJerufalem% 
$7. Adventure- of Androclus and his lyon, 101. 
Cbeveafsrw a conspiracy againfi Caius, 104. Caiui 
is killed the fourth day of the Palatine games* iog« 
Particularities relating to his perfen, his tafie for 
arts, with other matters, 114. Interregkum, 
117. Dreadful difturbances after Caius's death* 
ibid. Senators maffacred by the Germans of his 
guard, ibid. The finale wants to reftore the old 
form of . government, 120. Cberea caufes Cam's 
wife and daughter to be killed, izi. The fildiers 
will have an emperor ', 122. They raifi Claudius ta 
the empire, 1 24. The fenate is fined to acknowledge 
him, 126. Chorea is put to death, i%9. Demon* 
ftrationt of public hatred to Caius after bis death} 
129. - 

BOOK vin-. 

Sect. I. Defcription of Claudius, and his lifi t 
before he was raifid to the empire* 131. IBs mode- 
ration in the beginning of his reign, 137. Amneftyt 
138. 'Proofs of Claudius's good nature* ibid, He 
akoUfbcs the law relating to high treafon, 139. Hit 
fefpc& for the fenate, ibid. His deference to the 
magiftratts, 14O. His madefy in every thing re* 
toting to his per/on andfamify, ibid. His conduit in 
all refpetis direfffy eppofite to Caius's, 141. He it 
extremely beloved by thepeople, 142. Claudius go- 
verned by his wives and freemen, ibid. Idea of 
Meffalim, Paulut, tSarciffus, and Catiftus, his chief 
freemen, 143. Their enormous power, 144. Julia, 
daughter to Germanicus, bonified, and afterwardx 
fut ta death, 145.- - Seneca hantfbed, ibid. An ac+ 
count of his life, 146. His family, ibid. Hit turn 
a 2 for 



^.iizai^Google 



Ir CONTENTS. 

for Stoic pbilofopby, 147. His aufterity, ' ibid. His 
eloquence, of what kind, 149. His poetical works, 
151. Hisfondnefs of fiudy, ibid. His bad'fiate of 
health, 152. He had been Quafkor before be was 
bonified, ibid. He bears bis dijgrace atfirji with 
refolution and fortitude, 153. But does not keep up 
to that character, ibid. War in Germany. 155. 
Galba refiores difcipline among the troops, ibid. 
Mauritania reduced into a Roman province, 156. 
Claudius's liberalities to fever al kings, and particu- 
larly to Agrippa, 158. He favours the Jems, 159. 
Claudius's fecend confulfkip, ibid. Examples of bis 
moderation, ibid. Birth of Britannicus, 160. Fine 
faying of Claudius with regard to tbofe he employed 
in the government of the provinces, ibid. His care 
ef tbe public welfare, 161. A harbour formed at 
the mouth of the Tiber,, 163. A fea monfier drove 
en tbe Pore, 164. Other works of Claudius, ibids 
Ap. Silanus is put to death, J 66. Revolt and death 
ef Camillus Scribomanus, 167. Stri8 enquiries made 
concerning the revolt, 169. Death of Aria and fe- 
tus, 170. Remarks on Aria, ibid. Soldiers con* 
demned to .die for having killed their officers who 
effifted Camillus, 173. Claudius is fond of judging, 
and makes bimfelf contemptible by it, 174. Inam- 
fiftency^of Claudius's conduit with regard to the right 
ef Roman citizens, and tbe dignity of fenators, 1 77. 
Some laudable things, 178. Sundry regulations and 
cuftoms of Claudius, isg. Tbe Lycians deprived of 
their liberty, 1.8 1. Dearth in Rome occafioned by 
Mejfalina and tbe freemen, 182. Mejfalina's abomi- 
nable lewdnefs,. ibid. Death of Julia, daughter ta 
Drufus, fonof Tiberius, 183. Death of Paffienus, 
foifoned by bis wife Agrippina, ibid. Particulari- 
ties relating to jbat orator, ibid. Part of Britain 
tonauered, 185, 

Sect. 



by Google 



CONTENTS/ * 

* Sect. II. A Jbort iefeription of Britain, 187; 
'Its fituatum not known to tnoft of the undents, ibid. 
Inhabited by various nations, ibid. Manners of the 
feople, i83. Tin trade, 189. Their manner of 
fighting, 190. Their government, ibid. The Britons 
in vain invaded by Cefar, fee no more Roman armies 
in their ijland tiff Claudius** time, 191. Plautitts 
fent by Claudius with an army into Britain, 192.' 
Claudtus goes to Britain himfelf, flays there butfixteen 
days, ana then returns to Rome, 193. Claudius's 
triumph, 195. Part of Britain made a Roman pro- 
vince, 196. Particular events, 197. Alteration 
made in the manner of taking the annual oath, 199. 
Regulations made or revived by Claudius, 200. Vo- 
tive games, 201. Liberalities to the people, ibid. 
A fifth day added to the Saturnalia, ibid. EcHpfe 
cf the fun, ibid. Afiaticus appointed conful for the 
whole year, abdicates before the time, 202. Vinicius 
dies poifoned by MeffaUna, ibid. Afinius Callus 
tonfpires againfi the emperor, and is bamfhed, ibid. 
Thrace becomes a Roman province, 203. A new 
ijland appears in the Egean Sea, ibid. Claudius 
cenfor with Vitellius, 204. Vitellius's abjetl flattery, 
ibid. Claudius's operations in his cenforfbip, 205. 
Several perfons accufed of confpiracy, 207. Pom- 
peius Magnus, fon-in-law to Claudius, put to death 
with bis father and mother, ibid. Condemnation 
and death of Valerius Afiaticus, ibid. Complaints 
againfi the lawyers, 212. Regulations fixing their 
falaries, ibid. Secular games, 215. Domitius, 
afterwards called Nero, the people's darling, 217. 
Mejfalina's outrageous love of Silius, ibid. Claudius 
hufies himfelf in the funUions of cenfor, 218. Three 
new letters added to the alphabet, ibid. Commotions 
in the Eafi, and in Germany, 219. I talus king of 
the Cberufci, ibid. Incurficns of the Cauci into Low- 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



N Y i CONTENTS. 

^er Germany, a 21. Corbulo's exploits, 212. Claw 
dius checks that general 's activity, 224. Canal be- 
tween the Rim and the Maefe, 225. Curtius Rufut 
obtains the ornaments of triumph, ibid. : Perhaps ht 
is the fame with guintus Curtius, 226. His fortune, 
ibid. Plautius's ovotisn, 228. Claudius is in dan- 
ger of being afajituted, ibid, the <$u*Jlors obU* 
ge4 to give a combat of gladiators, ibid, Vitellius's 
two fans sonfuls the fame year, ibid. The Gauls ad-> 
■mitted into thefenate, and to the dignities of the em* 
fire, 229. A fragment of Claudius's fpach m that 
tceafion, 233. Refleiiiens on that regulation, 234. 
The Eduans are thefrfi Gauls who enjoy that prero- 
gative, 235. New Patrician families, ibid, The 
emperor Ot bo's father made a Patrician, ibid. Re* 
gardfliewn tbefenators that were jtruek off the 1$, 
%%*>. Thelujiredofed, ibid. 

BOOK. IX. 

Sect. I. MefaHna married to Stilus, 239. 
Claudius is informed of it by bis freeman Nareijfus, 
940. Meafures taken by Mejfalina to endeavour to 
pacify Claudius, 244. Nercijfks renders them abor* 
tive, 245.' Skins and feveral more art put to death, 
947. Mtffalina's death, 248. Claudius's infenfibi- 
Uty, 9 50. Claudius's marriages, ibid. After Mef- 
f^nn's death, hi is prevailed an to marry his niet* 
Agrippina, 251. hifgrace of SHanus, who was 
dJjiinsd to be Claudius's fon-in~ law, 253. The ct U+ 
pration of Claudius's marriage deferred on account of 
their being related, 255, ViteUius removes that 
difficulty, ibjd, Agrippina governs, and how, 258. 
Silamis kills bjmfelf, ibid. Seneca recalled from ba- 
vifhmsnt; and made preceptor to Agrippina' sfon, ibid. 
The marriage of young Domttins with Qilavia re- 
folved 



^.iizai^Google 



CONTENTS. tH 

fehedon, *$$. LolUa PauYma b*rkfied, and after* 
wards put to death, ibid. Anther lady bantjhed, 
26a. Particular events, 261. Nareijfus laughs at 
Wttu&Hs impudently, ibid. Privileges granted to 
finaters who came originally fr£n Tfarbonnef? Gout, 
ibid. Augur of fitfety* ibid. The eity etflargvm\ 
ibid. Agrtppma'sfen adopted by Ckmdius and- catted 
jVero, 262. BritanMcus's melansboly fate, 263. 
Cologne founded by Agrippina, 264. ff era takes the 
virile robe ; is appointed conful, and declared prime 
tftheyouib^ 265. Agrippina removes all that were 
attached to Britajutietts, ibid, fie makes Bttrrbus 
frafcQ of the PtStOridn tebortSi 166. Honourable- 
prerogative granted Agrippina, ' 267. Vitelftus at*- 
tufedi ibid. Mtt obafmer. concluded* 4-68. Deattk 
i»Mame> ibid. 

Seer. II, Tnu&et and revolutions ik the empire 
of Pnrtbia, 269. Mtthriddtes, tie Iberian* again 
Jeated on the throne of Armenia, iyi. prefh troubles 
in Parthia, tj 2* MtBerdatti,' fent from Rome ;4 
reign ever the Partbians, is defeated' by €otarse% 
274. Vihgefes king ef the ParWidtit, 2^0. M^ 
thridaUs king of Armenia dethroned and put to dtaii 
by Rhadamtjtw, Hf nephew; brother, ana fon-in-lavo* 
ibid, fbe RomtyS behave poorly' on .that Oetajkn? 
184. Volog-efes ma*« bis brother YMdate's king 'of 
Armenia, 286. ■A&etiiureofFJhad&miflusaTiaZe- 
rtob'ta, ibid. Mithridates king of Befphorus revolts, 
and is afterwards forced to furrenaer h'tmfelf to the 
Romans, 288. Particularities concerning Agrippa 
king of the Jews, 291. His death, ibid. Pofteri- 
tyt 292. Judea governed by the emperor's inteji- 
danth ;293_ Qumanus intendant of Judea, 294. 
troubles under bis government, ibid. The Jews dri- 
ves out ofRomty 296. Andpropdbly the Cbrifiiant 



^.iizai^Google 



Viii CONTENTS. 

too, ibid. Tacitus' s' account of Cumanufs proceed- 
ings, 297. Advantages gained over the Cetti in 
Germany by Pomponius, 298. Dijfentions among 
tie Barbarians beyond the Danube, 299. Vanmus 
dethroned, ibid. X)/iorius's exploits in Britain* 
301. Car abacus is defeated, made frifoner, and 
tarried to Rome, 304. Continuation of the mar, 
306, Death of Ofiorius, ibid. Hiatus fuccetds 
him, but performs no great exploits, 307. 

Sect. III. Affair of Furitts Scribonianus, and 
Us mother Junia, 310. Law againft women who 
fhould profit tute tbemfehes to flaves, 311. AbjeH 
flattery of tbefenators towards Pallas, ibid. Re- 
prefentetion of a naval fight on the lake Fucinus, 
316, Defect's of the works intended to drain that 
lake, 318. Nero's marriage with OSavia, 319. 
He pleads feveral remarkable caufes before the empe- 
ror, 320. Agrippina caufes Statilius Taurus to be 
accufed: he Kills himfelf, 321. Judiciary power 
granted to the emperors intendants, ibid. Favours 
granted the people of theijle of Cos, and the Byzan- 
tins, 322. Memorable infiance of a dreadful death, 
323. Claudius begins to fufpe£t Agrippina, 324. 
She kills Domitia, ibid. Narcijfus thinks ofeppe~ 
fing Agrippina, but nuf carries, 325. Claudius dies, 
poifoned by Agrippina, 327. Injiantes of Claudius's 
imhcilityt 329. His cruelty, 331. 



HI STOUt 



^.iizai^Google 



HISTORY 

O F T H E 

ROMAN EMPERORS 

FROM 

AUGUSTUS to CONSTANTINE. 

TIBERIUS. 

BOOK IV. 

S E C T. I. 

Tiberius had a good bead and a bad heart. His 
diffimulation. He appeared at laji what be really 
was. Immediately after the death of Augufius 
he takes poffeffwn of the fovereign power. His 
feigned modefly with refpetl to the Senate. He 
compaffes the death of Pqftbumus Agrippa. Fi- 
delity and obedience fworn to Tiberius at Rome, 
jiuguftus's corpfe is brought to Rome. Tiberius 
opens the ajfembly of the Senate by a fpeech. Au- 
gufius' s will. Three memorials joined by Auguf- 
tus to his will. The Senate's deliberation. Ti- 
beriuis ordinance criticifed, Auguftus's fune~ 
ral. A Temple in Rome, and divine Honors, are 
decreed him. Tiberius makes believe he will not 
Vol. II. B accept 
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accept the Empire. The Senate preffes bim there- 
to by earnest fupplications. Aftate of the Em- 
pire of Augu/lut's own band-writing is read. 
Tiberius' s counterfeit modefiy makes fame of the 
Senators lofe all patience. Afinius Gallui and Ar- 
runtius offend the refined jealoufy of Tiberius. 
Which alfo happens to Haterius and Mamercus 
Scaarus. Tiberias at length balf-jeildi to the 
Senate's entreaties. But obstinately refufesfome 
ef the Honors attached to the imperial dignity, 
and oppofes thofe intended to be decreed his mo- 
ther. He demands tbeproconfular authority for 
Germanicus. Nomination of twelve Pretors. 
The right ofeleSion, and t be whole power of the 
People, transferred to the Senate. Two feditions 
at once. Relation of that in Pannonia. Tibe- 
rius fends his fon Drnfus to afpeafe the fedition. 
An eclipfe of the Moon terrifies the feditious. They 
grow calm. -End of the fedition in Pannonia. 
Sedition in the German army. Germanicus, who 
was in Gaul, baftes thither to appeafe it. The 
feditious offer him the Empire -, which be consi- 
ders as an affront. Gratifications and privileges 
granted by him in order to quiet them. Commo- 
tion of a detachment of thefe legions, fupprtffedby 
afubaltem. The fedition of the legions is re- 
newed on the arrival of deputies from the Senate. 
Furious excejfes of the mutineers. Germanicus 
Jends out of the camp his wife Agrippina and 
his fon Caligula. Grief of the folMers. Germa- 
nicus's fpeecb to the legions. The mutineers 
come to themfelves, and execute jufiice on the 
ntoft guilty. Review of the Centurions. Tibe- 
rius keeps quiet in Rome during all thefe commo- 
tions. Germanicus prepares to reduce by force 
two obfiinate legions. The foldiers duteoufiy pre- 
vent 
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vent him by a bloody execution of the moft crimi- 
nal. Short and happy expedition againfi the Ger- 
mans. Tiberius' s joy, tempered with difquiet. 

TIBERIUS is perhaps the ftrongeft e- Tifcuiuthia 
vidence there ever was of the truth of • F *.*? - 
thaf important maxim, that every good bent, 
quality and talent is ufelefs, nay even pernici- 
ous arid fatal, when joined to a bad heart. He 
came to the fovereign power with a genius for 
bufinefs, a Yaft penetration, a perfect know- 
ledge of the true maxims of government, a 
confummare experience, and great military (kill 
and valor. What was there wanting to consti- 
tute a good and great Prince ? nothing but a 
good heart to fecond his abilities. This fole 
want made him a Tyrant, and the deteftation of 
his cotemporaries and all pofterity. 

Nor ever did mar* merit more this notorious, *"*■ ™- 
Oraverfal, hatred. For he was a bad fon, abad i0,s- 
brother, an indifferent infenfible father, and the . 
executioner of great part of his family ; fo that 
k was a fignal misfortune to have connections 
with, or to be too nearly related to him. Rome 
fuffered more by him than Italyor the Provinces; 
and in Rome the Senators, whofe dignity • 
brought them near him, and the Grandees, of 
whom many 'were his relations, were the princi- 
pal victims of his barbarity. 

This is, iflamnotmiftaken, the jufteft idea Hisdiffin™- 
we can form of Tiberius. That diffimulation, *""' 
which is commonly efteemed his characteriftic, 
was the product of that union of a good head 
with a bad heart which I have oblerved to be in 
him. By the one knowing what was good, and 
by the other inclined to what was bad, he could 
B 2 neither 
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neither have the candor of an honeft heart, which 
by (hewing itfelf conciliates efteem and affecti- 
on, nor the brutal tranfports of a madman 
whofe every faculty is abforbed in vice. He 
was therefore conftrained to make ufe of a con- 
tinual difguife, in order to hide from the world 
thai bafenefs and unworthinefs, which, though he 
could not, he would fain have concealed from 
himielf. But truth and nature overcame foon- 
er or later all obftacles. 
He append Tiberius well knowing the power of modefty, 
fa'HSiu 1 * lenity, and benevolence, in gaining hearts, af- 
w«. fected at firft the exterior of all thefe virtues. 

Yet this he did with fo ill grace, that it was ca- 
fily perceived they were not natural'to him. As 
his power eftablifhcd itfelf, his boldnefs aug- 
mented, and the difguife diminifhed ■, 'till at 
laft, finding no longer occafion of reftraint, he 
gave a loofe to his paffions, and appeared what 
he was, a monfter of cruelty and infamy. To 
unravel well fo intricate a character, and to de- 
pict faithfully its oppofite and often contradic- 
tory lineaments, a mafter-hand was neceffary. 
And filch a one has in fafl: undertook it. Ti- 
berius's hiftory has been wrote by the beft bio- 
, grapher of antiquity ; and I fhall be enabled to 
draw a lively picture of the government and life 
of this Emperor by following Tacitus ftep by 
ftep : only I fhall not always wholly efpouie his 
fentiments, as they fometimes make the worft of 
men yet worfe than they really were. 

A.R-765. Sex. Pompeius. 

aft. C. 14. Sex; Apuleius. 

I faid in the preceding book, that it is uncer- 
tain whether Tiberius, who was recalled from 
Illy- 
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Illyricum to Nola by his mothers letters, found A.R. 765. 
Auguftus alive. What is very certain is, that * ft -C- .*+■ 
when the death of the oldEmperor was declared, iftTtbe" r 
all meafures had been taken to fecure the fove- jf*^ ■„ 
reign power to his fucceffor; and the publick JL poflef- 
•were at once informed of Auguftus's death and J?° . Ihe 
Tiberius's reign. He immediately took poffef- pom. 
fion of all the rights and all the ftate of the im- 7 n^f\'u£ 
perial dignity. He wrote to the armies as Gene- 
ralifiimo and Emperor ; he gave the word to the 
Pretorian cohorts ; his perfon was environed by 
lbldiers, and his houfe by centinels and corps- 
de-gardes j he had the fame Court as his preder 
ceffor, every thing Jhewed Tiberius was the 
Prince and head of the Empire. Having thus His feigned 
fecured to himfelf the folid Power, he reierved "^ e £ y t * ilh 
a falfe modefty to impofe on the Senate. the sen«e. 

He iffued an ordinance for the meeting of that ^"■ T,i -»3- 
body; but he took care to obierve therein, that 
he acted by virtue of the tribunicial power, 
with which he had been invented under Auguf- 
tus, The ftyle of this ordinance was fimple and 
cautious. He there laid, that he fhould con - 
fult the Senate about the honors to be bellowed 
on the memory of his father ; that he kept with 
the corpfe, and that this was the only public 
function he laid claim to. 

But while he was talking this modeft Ian- j^ e t "™^'^ 
guage, he gave orders for the (laughter of the of v«a\> a . 
unfortunate Poftumus Agrippa, who was (as I ™" sAs ' ip * 
have faid) in exile in the ifJand Planaiia. . The Smt.ftt.aa. 
centurion, charged with this bloody commiflion, £™ J L lT "' 
executed it not without difficulty, though A- 
grippa was unarmed ; as the young Prince, 
who was extremely robutt, made a vigorous 
refiftance. "When this officer came, according 
B 3 to 
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A.R.765. to military difcipline, to acquaint the Emperor 
*** c * 1 *-th« he had executed his orders, Tiberius told 
him in a fevere tone, that he had given' him 
no orders, and that he would make him give 
an account of what he had done to the Senate. 
Thefe were mere words. However Salluft, the 
grand-nephew, of the Hiftorian, who was the 
minifter that prepared and lent the order, was 
alarmed; and being aware that, ifhe mould be 
examined before the Senate, it would be equal- 
ly dangerous to declare the truth or conceal it, 
to accufe the Emperor or take on himfelf fo odi- 
ous an action, he had recourfe to * Livia, to 
whom he reprefented, that the Emperor forgot 
the extent of the rights of Sovereignty \ that all- 
bufinets was not to be brought before the Senate ; 
that it was dangerous to fobroit to public exa- 
mination the counfel of minifters and the obe- 
dience of foldiers j and that in affairs of ftate 
there could be no fecurity for thofe the Prince 
employed, if they were accountable to any bqf 
him. It was not difficult to make Tiberius re- 
, Hih fuch maxims, who was but too full of them: 
and the affair relied here. Tiberius even alter- 
ed his language, and to avoid entering into any 
difcuffion of the fact, alledged pretended orders 
of Auguftus againft Agrippa. But the fuppo- 
fition was too grofs -, and only added to his nrft 
crime a calumny againft the memory of his be- 
nefactor. For Auguftus, whatever difcontent 
his relations gave him, had never the cruel re- 

• Monuit Livjam, lie arcana dooms, ne coofilia armco. 
rura, minittem milimra, vulgarentur ; neve Tiberius vim 
principatus refolweret cunfla ad Sena turn vocando. Earn 
conditionem efle impcrandi, ut non aliter ratio conftet, quant 
fi uri reddatur. T«f. Ami. i. 6. 

folu- 
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folution to put any of them to death : and it is A.R.76J. 
altogether unlikely that, to fecure the Empire c ' ■■'* 
to his fon-in-law, he ihould order the death of 
the only grandfon he had left. 

b At Rome all the world ruined headlong in- JS."* 
tobondage. The moft Uluftrious men fkreened (WomtoTi- 
themfelves by the greateft: apparent zeal for the Ro ^" ( 
new government. With compofed countenances, 
neither expreffive of joy for Auguftus's death 
■ nor forrow for Tiberius's fuccelfion, they min- 
gled their condolences and congratulations. The 
Confuls firft fwore fidelity and obedience to Ti- 
berius Cefar : then Seius Srrabo prefect of the 
Pretorian cohorts, and C. Turrianus fuperinten- 
dant of the public ftorea took the fame oath before 
them ; and afterwards the Senate, the troops 
that were in the city, and the people. 

All this was done while Tiberius was at No- ^S^*'* 
la, or on his return to Rome. For he accom- brought t» 
panied Auguftus's corpfe, which was brought R ™""' 
from Nola to Bovilke by the Senators of the 
towns on the road. At Bovillas, which was 
near the Alban mount and about ten miles from 
Rome, the order of Knights took the body, and 
carried it in pomp into the city to the porch of 
the imperial palace, where it was depofited. 

The next day the Senate affembled with all ™™r- 
the exteriors of grief and- mourning. The Se- fembiyofihe 
nators wore not their proper habit, but that of j^X r * 
the Knights -, the magiftrates were dreffed as 
funple Senators ; the Confuls did not lit in their 
ufual places, but one on the Pretors bench, and 
the other on that of the Tribunes -, and Tiberi* 

h At Rome mere in femtimn Patres, Confules, Equites. 
Quanto quie iltaftrior, tanto magis falfi ac feftinaures, ne 
larti execflu Frincipis, neu triftiores primardio, kcrymas, 
gaudium, queftos, adulationes, mifcebant. Tat. Jan. i. 7. 

B 4 us 
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A. R.765. us with his fon Drufus were in black robes, and 
aft.C. 14. w i t hour any mark of dignity. 
Sua. 1 , Tiberius opened the feflion by a fpeech, which 
he read, according to the cuftom of Auguftus, 
and which a feigned grief often interrupted. He 
played his part fo well, that he feemed almoft 
Tuffocated by his fighsand fobs; and when he 
had faid, that he could have wifhed not only 
that his voice, but his breath andlife, had failed 
him on fo forrowful an occafion, he ordered his 
fon to read the remainder. 
Anguftui'i Auguftus's will was afterwards prefented by 
win. the veftal virgins, who had it in keeping. Be- 

"sZ: ''2'g. *° re ' lt was opened, thofe who had put their feals 
101. Dim. thereto as witneffes reacknowledged them; thofe 
who were Senators in the Senate-houle, and fuch 
as not being Senators had no right to come in, 
out of k. Polybius, the Emperor's freed-man, 
read the will, which was dated fixteen months 
before Auguftus's death •, and by which that 
Prince made Tiberius and Livia his heirs, one 
asto two thirds, and the other as tothe remaind- 
. er. To this he added an odd difpofition, for 
he adopted his wife Livia, and ordered her to 
take the names of Julia Augufta. We lhall 
however continue to call her Livia, by which 
name me is better known in Hiftory. In default 
of his firft heirs, Auguftus appointed in the fe- 
cond place his grandfons and great grandfons ; 
that is to fay, Drufus for one third, and Ger- 
manicus and his three fons for the two others. 
In the third place he named as heirs fome of the 
, firft grandees; moftofwhom, Tacitus is of opi- 

nion, he hated, but that he did it out of vain 
glory, and to make pofterity honor him, as hav- 
ing done juftice to the merit of even thofe with 
whom 
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whom he might have reafon not to be fatisfied. A.R.76;. 
It is to be obferved, that in all thefe dUpoftti- aft - c -'4- 
ons the fucceffion to the Empire is nowife con- 
cerned, they merely relating to Auguftus's pri- 
vate fortune. 

He bequeathed alfo by his will 1 forty milli- .joooooorf 
ons of fefterces to the Roman People, to be di- u ™* 
ftributed from man to man ; and " three milli- k 417500 
ons and five hundred thoufand to the tribes, Iiv,ei - 
that is, an c hundred thoufand to each ; to his c 11500 
guards a d thoufand fefterces a-piece ; to the <™ y imtm 
foldiers appointed to guard the city* five***"™*- 
hundred fefterces a-man; and to each le- 
gionary foldier f three hundred fefterces ; and f 37 !>"**■ 
he ordered all thefe legacies to be immediately 
paid, which was eafy to be done, as he had had 
the precaution to provide the fums of money 
they amounted to. He left befides fome other 
legacies, molt of which were inconfiderable, and 
fome fo fmall as B twenty thoufand fefterces. e*soo- 
He excufed the mediocrity of his legacies by i ' vra ' 
the mediocrity of his fortune -, and declared that 
his heirs would not inherit from him above an 
* hundred and fifty millions of fefterces ; tho* >> 13750009 
in his laft twenty years he had received by lega- *"*"• 
cies from his friends ' fourteen hundred millions ; '^ooom. 
buthefaid, he had exhaufted thefe fums, as^ 1 "" 
well as the two patrimonies he had inherited 
from his father O&avius, and Csefar the Dicta- 
tor, and all other the inheritances that had fal- 
len to him, in the fervice of the Republic. 

He made no other mention in his will of the 
two Julias, his daughter and grand-daughter, 
than to forbid their being buried in his tomb. 

To his will Auguftus had fubjoined three Three «- 

memorials j the firft of which contained his ^ J^ 1 X^*" 

iaten- guttm u hk 
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A.R765. intention and orders as 10 his funeral. The 
*ft.c. 14. fccond was an abftraft of his life and aflions, 
drawn up by himfelf, which he ordered to be 
engraved on brafs tables placed before his mau- 
foleutn. The learned conlider as a'fragment of 
thefe the monument found at Ancyra in Gala- 
tia ; in which Auguftus, fpeaking in die firft 
perfon, relates limply and uniformly, and almoft 
in the ftyle of an inscription, the principal facts 
that had immortalized his government. Thefe 
two memi_"!als were read after the will. As to 
the third, wmch alone is mentioned by Tacitus, 
that hiftorian . Jfures us that it was not read in 
the Senate till after Auguftus's funeral ; till 
when I mall defer fpeaking of it. 
TheStnitt'* The Senate, when it had finifhed the read- 
ddibtntioa. m g Q £ ^ t \ i j n g S j ^ ive mentioned^ deliberated 
on the honors to be paid to the memory of Au- 
guftus in his funeral ; and in this every one 
ftrove who ihould out-do another in exceflive 
Tsc, adulation. It was carried to that pitch, that 

the whole Senate cried out, that none but Se- 
nators ihould carry the corpfe on their mould- 
ers to the funeral pile : ■ Tiberius * contented to 
it by an arrogant moderation, as unable to with- 
ftand the unanimous voice of the Senate. 

c ReinifitCierarairoganti moderations. 

* TfcuiaiwJuftusLipfius it ferns better to give Taci- 
and Gwnovmi explained Ta- tus's iverds the ofpofile fcttfe .- 
cites; aMdneafarify, if Juts Tiberius difpenjtd tuilb it by 
W ii reconciled •with SuetODI- en arrogant snederation, tar- 
ns, •who fays exprtfsly, that empting them as by a fervor 
Aaguftus's corffe -was carried fretit a fertility that degraded 
U the /lateral file on Senators them. But this is ta £jlelie : ue 
fieuldm. Xet, I mtejl conftfs, Suetonius. 

Before 
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Before the day of the funeral the prince if- A. R.765. 
fued an ordinance, in which he recommended ~r 9?4- 
to the people not to difturb fay too great a zeal online. 
the funeral pomp of Auguilus, as had hap- « ,tici ™»- 
pened at Julius Csefar's burial ; and not to jn- 
fift obftinately on having the corpfe burnt in 
the forum rather than in the Campus Martius, 
which was the place deftined for this ceremony. 
And in confequence hereof, troops were potted 
from fpace to fpace, to hinder,- as it were, popu- 
lar commotions : which precaution d gave am- 
ple fubject of raillery to thofe who had them- 
ielves * affifted at Csefar's funeral, or who had 
heard the circumftances of it from their fathers. 
" How different, laid they, arc the circum- 
ftances! Then the nation, not yet broke to 
fervitude, had recovered a glimpfe of depart- 
ing liberty. The citizens were divided into 
violent factions'} fome of them confidering 
Csefar's murder as a deteftable action, and o- 
thers crying it up to the Ikies. Now, a Prince 
grown old in the exercife of ibvereign power, 
and who has even provided for the oppreflion of 
the Republic by his heirs, mult doubdefs have 
great need of the military to fecure the quiet of 
his funeral." 

Auguftus's obfequies were magnificent j and AngoSa.-. 
Dion has left us a drcumftantial defcription of """ 

d Multuai inridentibus qui ipii viderant, quique a parcn- 
tibus acceperant diem ilium crudi adhuc fervitii, et liber- 
tatis improfpere Kpetita, qoum oerifnsDiftatorCarfaraliis 
pefimum, aliie pulcheramum, farinus videretur. Nunc fe- 
nen Pri»ck>E», provifis etlam heredum is Rempiblicam o- 
pibus, auxilio fcilicet militari tuendum, ut fepultura ejus 
quieta lgj'et. let. 

• Tbit mm thiffij titfxbytar after Cse&r's death. 

them, 
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A. R. 765- them, which will perhaps be agreeable to the 
aft.C. 14. reader. The bed of ftate opened the march; 
which was made of ivory and gold, and cover- 
ed with purple embroidered with gold. The 
corpfe was at the bottom in a coffin. Above 
appeared a wax effigy of Auguftus in trium- 
phal robes. This was followed by two flames 
of this 1 Prince ; one was of gold, and deftined 
to receive divine honors ; and the other, whofc 
compofition we are unacquainted with, was car- 
s«tt.Aiig. ried on a triumphal car. Thefe ftatues were 
'°°' accompanied by that of Victory, which Au- 

ks«Y- guftus himfelf had confecrated in the k Julian 
JStltof'" palace. Round about was a choir of young 
uYi.p.170. Nobility, who fang funereal hymns in honor 
Dam. of the deceafed Prince. Then came a long file 
of reprefentatives of all his anceftors, and even 
of all the illuftrious Romans from Romulus, 
l at . among whom Pompey was not omitted. There 

were alfo reprefentations of Auguftus's own 
glory, as the images of the nations conquered 
by him with their various dreffes and charact- 
ers, and the names, and titles, of the laws made 
s«*. Dim. by him. The whole proceflion halted in the 
forum ; where firft Driifus, and afterwards 
Tiberius, read a funereal Panegyric on Au- 
guftus. 

During this time the bed of ftate was placed 
on the roftra. "When the orations were ended, 
the march recommenced ; the Magistrates, the 
whole Senate, the Knights, the Pretorian co- 
horts, and all the troops in the city, accompa- 
nying the corpfe, which was carried on the 
ihoulders of Senators. The pomp went out of 
the Triumphal-gate, as had been exprefsly or- 
dered by the Senate, and preceded, and went 
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in this manner to the Campus Martius ; where A. R-76p. 
a funeral pile was erected, on which the coffin aft - c ''+- 
and bed were placed. Then all the colleges of 
Priefts made a proceflion round the pile ; and 
afterwards die Senate, the Knights, and the 
foldiers ; of whom fuch as had received military 
gifts from Auguftus threw them on his pile. 
This done, fome Centurions fet it on fire with 
lighted tapers that they carried in their hands ; 
and when the flame blazed out, an eagle was 
let fly from the top of the pile, which carried 
the Emperor's foul to heaven. And that no- 
thing might be wanting to the comedy of the 
Apotheofis, an old Pretor, named Numerrus 
Atticus, renewed what Julius Proculus did of 
old for Romulus, and fwore that he faw Au- 
guftus' s foul fly away to heaven. Livia recom- 
penfed his perjury by a prefent of a million of 
fefterces. 

Theaihes werecolle&ed by the moft illuftri- 
ous Knights, who had on this occafion Livia 
at their head. The urn wherein the allies were 
inclofed was carried to the Maufoleum which 
Auguftus himfelf had conftruited above forty 
years before, between the Via Flaminia and the 
Tiber, and about which he had planted a wood 
and made public walks. 

A temple in Rome was wanting to the new . A %tmfit ■„ 
god, and this was the firft thing ordered by the Rome, and 
Senate after the ceremony of the funeral. Au- „*,**&. 
guftus, as has been faid, had permitted tern- «•*.*"■■ 
pics to be erected to him in the provinces. But p"i.'' "" 
now a temple was confecratcd to him in the Pa- 
latum his old abode. Till the edifice was fit to 
receive him, his golden ftatue was placed in the 
temple of Mars; and the Romans haftened to 
honor 
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A.R.76S. honor him by an impious, facrilegious worfhip. 
aft. C. 14. Livia would be the Prieftefs of him, whofe wi- 
dow and adopted daughter fhe already was. 
fir. i. 54. a college of Priefts was alfo inftituted to his 
honor, and named the Auguftal college, 
which was compofed of one ana twenty of the 
firft Romans, appointed by lot, at whole head 
Tiberius, Prufus, Germanicus, and Claudius, 
r^i.15. afterwards Emperor, put themfelves. Fcftivals 
and games were ordered to eternize Auguftus's 
memory ; and the houfe he dyed in at Nola 
was turned into a temple, and confecrated to - 
his fervice. 
BuitK U be- I now return to the alFembled Senate, where 
ik.e he win Tiberius, after having procured divine honors 
Ac mpii. W be decreed to Auguftus, declined declaring 
5W. l x. himfelf his fucceffor. The Senators entreated 
• and prefled him to do it j and he anfwered 
them by ftudied harangues about the greatnefs of 
the Empire, and his own moderation. He told 
them, that *' The divine Auguftus had alone 
knowledge and ftrength enough not to fall un- 
der fo'oppreflive a load. That as for himfelf, 
as he. had been many years his affociate in the 
government, he knew by experience with what 
difficulties and dangers the fupreme authority 
was environed. That it was therefore more ad- 
vifeable in a Republic abounding in great men, 
not to lay the whole weight on one perfon ; but 
to leffen it by dividing it among feveral." This 
language was rather fpecious than folid and true, 
and was indeed a feint founded on various mo- 
tives. In the firft place, Tiberius was afraid 
of Germanicus, who was at the head of eight 
legions, and at leaft, an equal number of aux- 
iliary troops on the Rhine ; and who, joining 
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to this Formidable army the love of the people A;R-? fi 5- 
that adored him, might rather choofe topoflcfs •"• c - '4- 
the Empire than wait for it. Befides, " he 
thought his reputation was interested. He did 
not choofe to have it laid, that the intrigues of 
- A wife, and the adoption of a fuperannuated 
man, had palmed him on the Empire ; and 
judged it more glorious to feem to be called 
and elected by the Republic itfelf. And a 
third intention was afterwards difcovered, which 
was full of malignity. He had a mind to found, 
by his pretended hesitation, the fentiments of 
the great men. For nothing efcaped his obser- 
vation. Each word % each look, took root in 
his memory ; where it remained registered, to 
be converted into a crime whenever the time 
would permit. 

Tiberius carefully concealed thefe motives ; 
and if on ordinary occasions, when be had no 
reafon to diSTemble, his language was always 
obfcure and ambiguous, we may imagine how 
enigmatical he was on the prefent, when he had 
a mind to be lefs intelligible than ufual, and 
even impenetrable. His meaning was however The sen«e 
gueffedat; and none considered his refufal off^™"^? 
the Imperial dignity as Sincere. But nothing «««eft fcp- 
would have So gready offended him, as to have p l " t "*"* 
feemed to fathom him. Wherefore the Sena- 
tors, oppofing feint to feint, and dupes thro* 
artifice, made heavy complaints : they had re- 
courfe to tears-, they addreSTed their vows to 
heaven ; they Spread their arms, fbmetimes to- 

'" Dabatetfamz, utvocatut eleflusque potius a Repub- 
lics videretur, gnam per uxorium ambitum ctfcnili adop- 
tions jrrepfiilt . Toe. j, j, 

" Nam veiba, vultus, in crimen detorquens recondebat. 
ward 
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A.R.76;. wards the ftatues of the gods, fometimes to 
»ft.C. 14. t h e image of Auguftus that was in the place 
they were aflembled in, and fometimes towards 
Tiberius's knees; who to clofe, without too' 
much revealing himfelf, a fcene he began to be 
tired of, ordered the third memorial annexed to 
Auguftus's will to be read. 
a B«e of This contained a circumftantial and parti- 
JJa! iguiiu! cular ftate of the Empire, of Auguftus's own 
own hind- hand-writing -, wherein were ipecified the 
h^* " number of citizens and allies in arms, the 
fleets of the Republic, the kingdoms under its 
protection, its provinces, the product and 
kind of its tributes and taxes, and its expences, 
both thofe on account of its neceffary wants, 
and thofe eftablilhed under the notion of gra- 
tifications. This wife Prince had fubjoined an 
advice to his fucceflbrs, not to endeavour to 
extend the bounds of the Roman Empire. Ta- 
citus doubts whether this was done thro* timi- 
dity or envy ; but it feems more reafonable to 
fuppofe thro' prudence. 
TSberim's The Senate continually returned to the moll 
^ShJ"* fubmiflive fupplications, in order to get the 
m»iceifome better of Tiberius's pretended modefty ; buc 
tmbbrfT without effect. If thofe who had nearer con- 
p«ieme. nections with him made their reprefentations in 
s«a. 1 .14. p r j vate ^ ne fjlenced them by faying, " That they 
did not know what a monfter the Empire was. 
And by vague anfwers he eluded the inftances 
of the Senators in a body. At laft, fome of 
them loft all patience ; and comparing his lan- 
guage with his conduct, and his reierve and 

* Adhortantes arnicas increpans Qt ignaros quanta bel - 
lua eflet Imperium, Suet. 

1 cir- 
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circumfpecr.ion in the. Senate with the acts of A.R.76;. 
Sovereignty he openly exercifed throughout *" 

the whole Empire, cpuld not contain their in- 
dignation. .Voices were heard to cry out, 
**■ h Let him either accept or refufe." And if 
we believe Suetonius, a Senator told him to his ' 
face, " c That others were flow in performing 
what they had promifed, but that he. was flow 
in promifing what he had performed." The 
ftroke is keen, and if, true, I am furprized Ta- 
citus has omitted it. 

Tiberius notwithstanding continued the Afinius cj- 
farce; and perfifted in faying, That he was j"^*£ 
not equal to the weight of the whole govern- *** *« «- 
.ment ; but if a part of it was afligned him he jyof Tib^" 
would endeavour to acquit himfelf as well as "■"• 
he was able. Upon which Afinius Gallus alked 
him, " What part of it he would have ?" This 
unexpected queftion difconcerted Tiberius, and 
made him fome time filent ; but after reflection 
he anfwered, " That it would be very indecent 
for him to choofe his part, and that he had 
rather be altogether difpenfed with." Afi- 
nius perceived he had difpleafed him ; and to 
repair the breach, explained himfelf, by faying, 
" That he did not propofe by his queftion to 
divide what was indivifible, but to oblige Ti- 
berius himfelf to acknowledge that the Repub- 
lic formed one body which ought to have but 
one foul and head." To this he added a 1 pane- 
gyric on Auguftus - t and put Tiberius in mind 
of his own victories and triumphs. But all he 

b Ant agat, am Jefifiat. 

1 Ceteros quod polliciti fint tarde prceftare, fed ipfum 
quod pneftet tarde pollkeri. 

Vol. II. ' C could 
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A. R.76J. could fay did not reconcile Tiberius, to whom 
* fi;C,1 4- he had been long odious on two accounts; for 
retaining the haughtinefs of his father Pollio ; 
and for having married Vipfania, daughter of 
Agrippa, and before wife of Tiberius himfelfi 
who fufpefted that Afinius, by means of this 
'great alliance, was endeavouring to foar above 
the condition of a fubject. 

Lucius Arruntius, one of the moll illuftriout 
Senators, having fpoke much to the fame pur- 

?jfe as Afinius, no tefs offended this fufpicious 
rince, with whom merit was criminal. For 
he had no reaibn to be diflatisfied with Arrun- 
tius -, but knowing him to be rich, expert, and 
active, and well efteemed by the public, he 
miftrufted and guarded againft him. 

And Auguftus himfelf had furnilhed.fome 
pretext for Tiberius's fufpicions. For in one of 
his laft converfations, as he was reviewing thole 
who might have pretentions to the Empire, and 
forting them in different clafles, he laid, ** That ' 
Manius Lepidus had all the neceflary talents, 
but that he had rather an averfion, than incli- 
nation to fovereignty ; that Afinius Gallus was 
ambitious, but incapable of it ; and that L. 
Arruntius did not want the requifite talents, and, 
if an opportunity offered, might afpire to it." 
There are thofe who in the room of Arruntius 
put Cn. Pifo, who was much lefs worthy of 
Auguftus's efteem. And it is certain that they 
all perifhed, except Lepidus, in Tiberius's 
reign. 
whKhdfo Two other Confular perfons alarmed alfo his 
ii£ui fufpicions i Q^ Haterius, by faying, " How 
long, Ca;far, will you fuller the Republic to re- 
main without a head ?" and Mamcrcus Scaurus 
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by obferving, that there was room to hope for -A;R-7*>S; 
fuccefs from the Senate's prayers, fince Tiberi- ' ' '*t 
us had not hindered the Confuls, as he might 
by the Tribunitial power, from bringing the 
affair into deliberation. Tiberius was, doubtr 
lefs, a ftrange character. He would, neither 
have his right and title questioned, nor his ar- 
tifice and falfe refufal detected. Which is, I 
iuppofe, the reafon he was equally offended by 
him, who, literally believing what he faid, 
imagined the Republic had no head; and by 
him whole fenfible reflection unmaiked his art. 
He immediately fell into a paflion with Hare- 
rius, doubtlefs, becaufe too much prefied and, 
importuned by him-, but to Scaurus, whom 
he implacably hated, He (aid not a word. 

Haterius, alarmed at the Emperor's anger, 
went, when the Senate broke "up, to the palace, 
to endeavour to appeafe it. He found him 
walking, and threw himfclf a! his knees. Ti- 
berius, either -becaufe his anger was not over, 
or (as Suetonius fuppofes) thro' an averfioo eq 
fuch fuppliant cringing, endeavoured to ge( 
away from htm. But his legs being unluckily 
entangled in Hateritis's arms, he fell down. 
And Haterius narrowly efcaped being killed, 
on the fpot by his guards. Yet this imminent 
danger of a man or his rank did not make Ti- 
berius more trainable •, and Livia was obliged 
to employ all her power to mollify him. 

The Senate's repeated entreaties, and reite- Tifcmu. »t 
rated inftances to Tiberius to accept the Em- JyffJl?*, 
pire had fome effect however on him at laft. semte'i eo- 
He no longer abfoiutely refufedy according to ^,V. i+T 
Tacitus. Suetonius aflureS us, that he conde- 
fcended to declare that he accepted, tiw Imperial 
C 2 powei^ 
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A.R. 76;. power, but that * he complained at the fame 
aft. C. 14. t j me pj- tne neceflity impofed of taking on him 
fo hard and burdenfome a flavery. He even 
gave them to underftand that it ftiould be only 
for a time; but fixed no certain period; making 
ufe of thefe words, " * Till the time comesj 
when it may feem right in your eyes to grant 
fome eafe to my age." 
Butobfti- To perfuade the world that his modefty was 
f«f« J r^e rea '» nc obftinately refufed fome titles and ho- 
of xke ho- nors that adorned the Sovereignty, and render- 
tTCteT 1 ed the head of the Emp ir e more refpeaable. 
pend dig- For he would not fufter his palace gates to be 
37X' Js"*' ornamented with civic crowns. He never ac- 
»7. . cepfed the title of Father of his country ; and 
7 ""&ii. B " '" having been feveral times prefied on this head 
*7- . by the Senate and people, he at laft acquainted 
iJjw.n.57. jjj Cm w ^ tn ^g rca f ons f f ucn his refufal, which 

was indeed very remarkable, and feemed to de-> 
note a diftruft of himfelf : " f If, faid he, the 
time ftiould ever come when you ftiould doubt 
of my fentiments and devotion for you, (and 
before that misfortune happens to me, may my 
laft day preferve me from being the witnefs of 
your mutation!) the title of Father of my 
country will be no longer honorable to me, and 
will be to you a reproach, either of raftinefs for 

i Querens miferam et onerofam fibi injungi fcrvitu- 
tem. Sue!. 

* Uum veniamadidtempus,qno vobis xquum poffit vi- 
deri dare vos aliquam feneftuti tries, requiem. 
; f Si quando autem de moribus meis devotoque vobis a- 

nifflo dubitaveritis (quod priufquam eveniat, opto ut me 
iopremUE dies huic muuue veftrs de me opinion! eripiat) 
nihil honoris adjiciet mihi Pa this appellatio, vobis autem 
exprobrabit aut temeritatem delati mihi ejus cognominis. 
But inconftantiam COntiarii de me judicii, Suet. Tib. 67. 

' ■ - ; having 
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having beftowed it on me, or of inconftancy A.R.76;. 
'for having formed conrradi&ory opinions of aft,C- *4" 
me." This feems a very ill-judged piece of mo- 
defty. The civic wreath, and the title of Fa- 
ther of the country, were, properly fpeaking, 
only inducements to mildnefs and humanity. 
And what an idea muft a Prince give of him- ' 
felf who refufes to enter into fuch engage-, 
ments ? 

We are not to blame him, tho* we may be 
furprizedjfor his decliningeven prerogatives that. 
were not mere honors, but that might be con- 
fidered as appurtenances and fupports of the. 
fovereign power. As his not permitting at 
firjl the obftrvation of his prefent and future 
ordinances to be fworn to, tho' he himfelf had 
fworn to the obfervation of thole of Auguftus," 
The cuftom of renewing this oath the begin-*- 
ning of every year, was eftablilhed by his pre- 
decefibr, and perpetuated by his fucceflbrs.. 
But he oppofed it a long time, alledging a rea- 
fon not unlike that for which he refufed the title, ' : ; \ 
of Father of hiAountry. " * I mall be always 
the fame, fays he, and never fhall alter my . ."■ 
conduit while I keep my fenfes. But for fear of . . t\ 
the confequences, the Senate ought to be cau- 
tious of being bound by the acts of any mortal, 
whatever, who pofTibly may change," 

He even declined the prenomen of Imperator; 
but not the exercife of its power, which was in-, 
deed the foundation of all the grandeur of the. 
Oefars. If therefore we call him Emperor, it is, 

. E Similemfe Temper fuifuturum, necunquam mutaturum * 

mores fuos quamdiu mentis fanas fuifler. Sed exempli cau- 
fa, cavendum ne fe Senatus in afta cujnfquam obligaret, 
qui aliquo cafu mutaii poilct. Suet. Tib. 67. 

C 3 ■ be- 
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A. R 765. becaufe we confider the reality more than the 
■S.C. 14. title, which he never rook, and which is never 

tiven liim either in infcriptions, or on the me- 
als (truck at Rome. 

The fur name of Auguftus was, as it were, he- 
reditary to him, and he permitted himfeif tq 
be fo called. But he never ufed it himfeif, ex- 
cept in writing to Kings and foreign Princes., 
He ftyled himfeif therefore fimpIyTiberius Cx- 
far, or Tiberius Julius Caefar, with the addU 
tion of the Tribunitial po^er apd Ch,ief-prjeft? 
hood, and alfo the fufriameftf Germanicuson, 
account of his nephew's exploits in Germany, 
and the title of Imperator in the fenfeof a victo- 
rious General. As to the name of Lord, or 
Matter, he, after Augustus's example, always 
rejected it with indignation ; and pffen faid, 
' **. I am the Mafter of my Haves, the General 
of my foldiers, and the Chief of my fellow- 
citizens." 
»naopf*r« Tiberius's referve as to bqnqrable titles, had . 
thrfeintend- much in view the right of" hindering their be- 
^a^, d '' ing, partly at leaft, cornmunicaied to his mo- 
mmhtt.Tet. ther. For the Mattery of the Senate to Livia 
*"• '■ '*■ was exceflive. Some Senators were for ftyling 
her Mother of her country ; others for adding 
to Tiberius's name the ion of Julia (for that, 
as has been faid, was the name Livia had tak- 
£n fince flic had been adopted by Auguftus's . 
will.) Sorne of them even prpppfcd an altar to 
the adoption, and other fu'ch' like fervilitics. 
But Tiberius oppofed all this, faying, "That 
ftich great honors ought to be Sparingly bellowed 
on women ; and th$t he mould aft with the 
fame moderation in what concerned himfeif.'* 
He would not 'even foffer. aLiclor to be decreed 
her* tho' it was what was allowed the Veftal 
virgins. 
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▼irgins. In a word, he confidered every thing A.R. 765. 
chat tended to his mother's deration as a duni- ***• c * I + 1 
nution of his own grandeur. 

And he had fotne reafon for dunking fo. 
Livia was haughty and ambitious. Having 
been ufed to be confuted by Auguftus, and to 
have a (hare in the government, fhe confidered 
hertelf as much more in titled to participate of 
the power of a fpn who owed the Empire to 
.her. But Tiberius was far from contenting to 
it. Hence the cotdnefs that gradually increafed; 
and which, without breaking out in an odious 
manner, was at laft productive of more than 
indifference between the mother and lbn. 

Tiberius was more generous with refpeft to He ttami, 
Germanicus, whom he certainly loved lefs, but J^^ST 
whoisftie feared. He demanded of the Senate /it/Cc*,. 
for him. the ProconfunH' power, which was one'' 11 "*™' 
of the titles of the Sovereignty ; and he alio 
propafed to fend him a. deputation of the Senate, 
to make him compliments of condolence on 
Augustus's death. There was no room to decree 
any luch honor to Drufus, who was defignod 
Confui and prefent in* Rome. 

Tiberius afterwards' named twelve Pretors Nwnin>ttod 
for the .craning year, according to Augustus's ****** 
memorials. Velleius Patcrculus thinks it a great «S.'a!; M . 
honor to have been of that number, aswasalfo 
his brother. " So that we were, fays he, the 
laft candidates recommended by Auguftus, and 
the iirft propoied by Tiberius." 

This nomination was' made in quite a new m* right f 
manner. -Hitherto, altho' the Prince's will had f^ 06 ?*" 
■great influence in the election of Magiftrates, ^^^ 
yet the fuffraees of the tribes had alfo ibme E"* 1 ? ,naC - 
weight. But at this time Tiberius translated sumu, 
the right of election from the people to the Se- 
, C 4 nate. 
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A.R.765. nate. This alteration prodaced among the 
aft.C. 14. people nothing more thanibme impotent- mur- 
murs ; and was very agreeable to the Senators, 
who were releafed by if from an expence that 
was often ruinous, and from the necefiky of 
making-- .court to the. meaneft citizens; 1 And 
Tiberius manifefted on this «ccafion ^modera- 
tion that was very ifatisfaAory toithe Senate. 
He onh/ \ recommended' .four candidates', who 
were -not to be refJjfod T -.and left theieff.toa 
free fuffrage.- . ".. •'-> . . 
*£*°™' t Some^rraces, however,! of the antient practice 
i£l_m, -remained. For thofe whq had been elected by trie 
Senate: went out of.'.thelaflembly and ihewed 
themfelves to the people j while their names 
were proclaimed by an herald. , 

The alteradon I relate, was in a manner the 

*coup* de-grace to.the power of the .people,' who 

■had no longer any. ordinary affemblies wherein 

toexerche even a ihacje/w.-of their antient rights. 

, :Theygave,howeveritbeiEVooes foritHecftablifh- 

ing of fame laws under Tiberius. But after- 

. wards die Senate's decrees: were fubftifcuted in 

the room of laws y. and! thus the Senate got at 

laft poffeffion of all the < tights the people had 

formerly enjoyed, .and reprefented. alone the 

body of the Republic^::' . • . 

Two fediti- While affairs wane ■ on thus peaceably at 

on , at once. Rqjji^ tw0 terrible fcditions happened at once, 

.onein.Pannonia, and the other in Germany; 

Sua.mb.is. to verify, as it were, Tlbtrius's laying, who ex- 

preffing his flippery fituation in this. beginning 

r*t.Ami, of his. reign, faid, That he held the wolf by the 

.'• l6 ' ears: The common origin of thefe two fedi- 

: tions was : no other than the change of the 

Prince, and the defire of a civil war which 

might procure the foldters rewards equal to 

i thofe 
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thofe beftowed formerly on fuch- oecauorts. r on A.iL^ij. 
their predeceflbrs. I mail begin, according,, to ^-^'f 
Tacttus's order, by the Pannomari fedition. 

There were three legions in Fannonia in-* Reiati™ of 
camp'd together under the command of Junir ch "' nPi *- 
us Blefus, a confular perfonj who, upon no- 
tice of the death of Auguftus and the acceflioh 
of Tiberius, both on account of mourning-anil 
feftivity intermitted the wonted military duties. 
-Nothing is more dangerous than to let an army 
be idle. This interval of eafe made the foltji- 
■ers grow licentious and turbulent j Jjften to bad 
advifers; and, in a word, abandon. themfelvest© 
pleafiire and (loth, and look on difcipline and 
labor as intolerable. 

Among them was one Percennius, formerly 
a leader of one of thofe theatrical factions that 
often occafioned fa much difturbance at Rome. 
He bad afterwards turned foldier ; but had re- 
tained, from his intercourfe with the comedians, 
•a bold manner of prating, and theimpudenccto , 
' jot up for a declaimer. Percennius, then (Jay* 
jng holtion the critical moment when the. minds 
of an ignorant multitude began to be agitated, 
as not knowing what would be their fate under 
the new government,) began to fow the feeds of 
revolt ; at firft in particular nocturnal convex 
fations; and afterwards in .the' evening, when 
the beft and wifeft were retired, he ufed to cot* 
left together all- that were corrupted in the ar J - 
my. At laft, finding himfelf icconded, he bxr 
came bolder, and "held, in a manner, affembliesj 
wherein he Ipread his veeom by 1 the moft.iedw 
tious harangues. - " h Why, faid he, do fo ma- 

b Curpaaciscenturionibns, paucioribos tribunis, inmo- 
dum fervorum obedirent ? Quando aufuros expofcere reihei 

Hi, nifi novam & notaiitem adhnc Priricipem precibus vel 
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A.R.765. ny brave fellows fervilely obey a few officers, 
AC14. who are no better men than ourfelves? when 
lball we be bold enough to demand redrefs of 
our grievances, if we do not lay bold of the 
prefent opportunity, while the Emperor is yet 
new andumetdedinhis'govemment, toprevail 
withhim by petition, or to compel him by arms ? 
Too long has our cowardice kept us in fubjec- 
tion ; and fuffered loldiers, decrepid with age, 
and covered with wounds, to fervetrurty or for- 
ty years. Nor even does our difcharge put ah 
end to our fatigues ; but we are Hill kept tied to 
the colors, and endure the fame hardfhips under 
the title of Veterans. And if any of us are fo 
happy as toefcapefo many dangers, and furvive 
fo many calamities, we are fent into remote 
countries to take pofleffion, under the fpectoui 
name of lands, of bogs or wafte mountains. 
And indeed die fervice is in itfclf fevere and un- 
profitable. * Ten afles a day is the price of our 
bodies and fouls -, and out of this (lender (alary 
we mult buy cloaths, arms, and tents ; out. of 
this we muft bribe the cruelty of the centurions, 

armis adircnt .' Satis per tot annas ignavii peccatum, qood 
tricena aut quadragena ftipendia fenes, Sc plenque truncato 
ex vulneribus corpore, tolerent Ne dimiflis qnidem fincm 
cSe tnilitiz : fed apud vexillum retcntcs, alio vocabialo tot- 
den lahores perfitvri;. Ac fi quis tot caiftis vita fuperaverk, 
Irahj sdhuc divaria* in terras, ubi per noinen agrorum, 
nligities pauludum, vcl inculta montiuni accipiant. Er.im- 
*erp"mi!jtiam ipfam grarem, mfrnftuofam : denis in diem 
aCbut animam U eoipus xltimari. Hinc veftem, anna, 
tentoria: bincOevitianeenturioDuBt.etvacationesimi&eium 
redimi. Atherdeverbaa, & vulnera, d,<*am hitmem, eier- 
citas xftates, bellum atxojc, Sut fterikm paeem, fempiterna. 

•■ Tit 'denarios triginaliy mint of the army. Fir Per- 
tyMt for kul ten ejfei ; aiidtbe' cer\ruu&£Xf,refi2yfayi, that iht 
#■ immm trajftc it afitnuiarJi denarius paid to lacbfildierptr 
fejftdfirjixttea, yet it retain- day -wot rtikomdhut ten aj/ti.. . 
tditmxtient •valtxintbt pay- 

and 
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and pay for occasional exemptions from duty. A.R.765. 
On the other fide ftripes from our ofticers, and **-C. 14. 
wounds from our enemies, hard winters and la- ; 
borious fummers, bloody wars and barren peace, 
are miferies that accompany -us for ever. Nor 
does there remain any other remedy for us, than 
to refute to ferve but on certain ftipulations. Our 
pay muft be fixed at a full denarius, or lixteen 
afies a day; fixteen years muft be the uttnoft 
term of ferving; and, that expired, we muft be 
no longer obliged to follow the colors, but haw 
our reward, paid in ready money, in die camp 
we receive our difcharge in. Are the Pretorian 
cohorts, who have double pay, and after ftx- 
teen years fervice are paid off and lent home, ex- 
pofed to fuperior dangers ? yet I don*t mean to 
detract from the merit- of their quiet fervice in 
(.hecity andpalace; though I muft abferve, mat 
it is our lot to be (rationed in die midft of bar- 
barous nations, where we can't look out of our 
fents but we fee the'foe.'* 

The multitude received Percenniua's ha- 
rangue with tumultuous applaufe : and to inforce 
■ what he laid, and animate one another, they ex- 
pofed, in the bitternefs of reproach, fome the 
fears of the ftripes inflicted by their officers, o- 
thers their hoary heads, and many their ragged 
cloarhs and half-naked bodies. At length they 
worked themfelves up to that pitch of fury, as 
to violate the firft laws of difqpline, by under- 
taking to incorporate the three tegtons into one. 
But their mutual jealoufy prevented the execu- 
tion i of this project, as each legion claimed the 
Honor of giving the name to the corps that was 
to be formed by the union of the three. They, 
therefore did nothing more than place together 
the three eagles and the thirty colors of the co- 
horts i and at the fame time they fet about erect- 
ing 
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A. R-76s.'ing a tribunal of turf, as if about to make a new 
a&. c. 14. Emperor. For it was a prerogative of the Gc- 
neraiiffi mo to mount fuch a tribunal when he ha- 
rangued the army. 

While they- were at this work Blefus arrived, 
feverely reprimanded them, and laid hold on 
feme, crying put, " Dip your hands rather in 
my blood : to murther your general will be a lefs 
heinous crime, than to revolt from your Prince. 
. ^ If you would have me live, you muft prefervc 
your loyalty ; if you kill me, my death will be 
ferviceable to the Emperor, as it will haften 
your repentance." Spite of his out-cries and 
complaints the work lull went on, and was ai- 
med breaft-high, before (overcome by the ob- 
ftinate oppofition of their general, anddoubtlefs 
of the other principal officers) they abandoned 
their enterprife. •■■ ' 

1 This firft point.gain'd, Blefus very artfully re- 
prefented to them, " That fedition and mutiny 
■were not the methods of conveying to the Em- 
pcror the foldiers pretentions. That their de- 
mands exceeded all that had been everdefired by 
the foldiers of old of their generals, or by them- 
felves of Auguftus •, and were remarkably ill— 
• timed, as their prince, juft upon his acceffion, 
was but too' embarrafled with other affairs. If 
however, added he, you mean to try to gain in full 
peace, what, even after a civil war, the conquer- 
ors never claimed -, yet why, trampling upon obedi- 
ence and discipline, have you recourfe to violence ?■_ 
Appoint a Deputation, and in my prefence declare 
your pretenfipns" Upon this they all cried uoa- 
nimoufly, " That his fon, who was one of their 
tribunes, mould be their Deputy ; and mould 

; ' Aut incolumis fidem Legionum retinebo, aut jngulatni 
pteaitentiam accclerxbo. 

....:.. demand, 
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demand, in their name, a full difclwrge after fix- A.R.765- 
teen years fervice. And when he had fuGceed* *&- c - '4- 
ed in this, they would explain themfelves as to 
their other demands." k Young Blefus accord- 
ingly fet out ; and for fome days the camp was 
quiet. The foldiers however exulted at having 
their general's fon for advocate of their caufe ; 
and were well aware that they had extorted by 
force, what they fliould never have obtained by 
modefty and fubmiffion. 

And the calm was not of long duration. Foe 
fome companies that had been fent before the fe- 
dition to *Nauportum, to mend the roads, repair * ouru*. 
the bridges, and do fuch-like work, were no- l ^J DC "' 
fooner informed of the tumult in the camp, but 
they caught the contagion. They fpread them- 
ielves over the country, and plundered the neigh- 
bouring villages, and even Nauportum itfelf, 
Which was a considerable place. The centuri- 
ons endeavoured to reftrain them ; but the mu- 
tineers anfwered them by mockery, infults, and 
even blows. They particularly, ill-treated an 
old officer named Aufidienus Rufus. Him 
they threw out of his carriage, loaded him with 
their baggage, and made him march on foot, 
aflcing him, how he liked to carry fuch heavy 
burthens, and make fuch long marches. The 
reafon of their diflike to him was, that Rufus; 
who had long been private, then by his fervices 
rifen to the rank of a centurion, and afterwards 
to that of a t quarter-mafter, was a reftorer of 

k Profeflo juvene, modicum otium: fed fuperbire miles 
qudd filius Legati orator publics caufe fatis oftenderet, ne- 
cefiitatc expreila qua; per modeftiam non obtjnuiflent. 

t D* Ablancourt tranjlatei not fo confidsrabk an officer at 
Caftris prarfeftus, camp-mar- the camf-marjhal luitb the 
ftxd. But the Pri/eil of the French. 
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A.R765. the ftriftne& of primitive difcipline -, ahd ' as he 
* ft,c * '4* had bom the greateft military fatigues, was the 
more rigorous to others, fince he had himlelf 
undergone the fame feverities. 

The arrival of thefe feditious troops renewed 
the trouble and diforder of the camp. Every 
one difbands and falls to pillaging the country. 
Blefus, who was ftill obeyed bythe centurions 
and the wifeft and fobereft of the ibldiers, caufed 
fome of thefe marauders to be feized, who were ■ 
laden with booty, and ordered them to be chaf- 
tized and imprifoned. But the criminals refitt- 
ed, and claiped the knees of the by-ftanders, 
imploring every one the help of the company, 
cohort, and legion, they belonged to. They 
interefted all the foldiers in their caufe, as lia- 
ble (b the fame treatment ; they heap'd invec- 
tives on their general ; they call'd on the Gods ; 
, ' nor left ought unattempted to excite companion 
for themfelves and deteftation for Blefus. And 
they fuccecdecL The army took their parts -, 
rufhed to the prifon ; burft it open ; fet the pri- 
foners at liberty ; and incorporated with them- 
felves mutineers under condemnation. 

Then the fedition became more violent j new 
leaders fpread the contagion j and one Vibule- 
nus, a common Soldier, mounted on the ftioul- 
ders of his comrades overagainft the tribunal of 
Blefus, thus declaimed to the foldiers'" : " To 
thefe innocents, under unjuft fentence, you have 

1 Vetus operis ac laboris, k eo immttior quia tolertverar. 

*" Vosquidem his fonocencibusi- roiferrimislucein&fpiri- 
turn reddidiftis. Sedquisfratri meovitam, qui; fatreinijiiht 
reddit ? qnem miflum ad ros a Germanico exercitu de com- 
inunibuj commodis, nofte proxima juguUvit per gladiatorea 
fuos, quos in exitium miliiutn hafcetntqueannat Refpondc, 
Blzfe, ubi cadaver abjereris. Ne holies qnidem ftpoltnr* 
iovident. Quoin ofculis, quum laeiymis, dolorem jmplevero, 
mcquoque trucidart jube ; dum interferes nullum ob fc«Hn, 
fed quia utilitati legionum coniulebamui, hi fepeliant 

indeed 
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indeed reftored, fellow-foldiers, the light and li- A. R.76J, 
berty. But who will reftore life to my brother, ■*• c * *4- 
who my poor brother to me ? He was fent hi- * 
ther, alas, by the German army with propofi- 
cons for our common good ; and for this was 
laft night butcher'd by Blefus's gladiators, whom 
he entertains and arms for our deftruc"Hon. 
Anfwer me, Blefus. Where have you thrown 
his corpfc. Even declared enemies deny not 
burialto theflain. When I have fated my grief 
by giving the laft kifies to my dead brother, and 
bedewing him with tears, command me alfo to 
be murther'd •, fb that, flaughter*d both guildefc 
of any crime, and only becaufe we ftudied 
the good of the legions, we may be bury'd by 
the hands' of thefe our comrades." ' 

He animated his difcourfe by tears and lamen- 
tations, and all the fymptoms of the deepeft and 
fincereft forrow. And when thofe who carry*d 
him on their moulders had feparated, he threw 
himielf on the ground at the feet of his compa- 
nions ; and by thefe means excited fuch a furi- 
ous indignation, that the foldiers divided, and 
one part of them feized on Blefus's gladiators 
and the reft of his flaves, and the other went to 
fcarch for the corpfe. And had not the affair 
been quickly clear*d up ; had not the camp been 
foon informed that no corpfe was to be found, 
that Blefus's flaves had on the rack deny'd the 
fact, and thatVibuleous never had any brother, 
they had probably affauinated their general. 

They expelled, as it was, the tribunes and 
quarter- matter, and plundered their baggage. 
They alfo put to death Lucilius the centurion, 
whom they had nick-named Grot me anetber y 
becaufe When he had broke his * cane on a fol- 

* Tin enlurim'i 'cane wat a hjirumatl of 'cbajlifemm of the 
•via* fwig. 'Ttvoi tot m fig* falditrt. 
if thtir rani, ai ivtU m tbiir 3 dicr's 
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A.R.765. diers back, he ufed to call for another,- and 
aft.C. 14. jjjen f or another. This intimidated the other 
centurions ib much that they took to flight: 
one only the foldiers kept with them, who was 
named Julius Clemens, to ferve them for an 
orator, as he was a man of ready parts. 

As the factious feldom agree long, two ofthe 
legions, the eighth and the fifteenth, fell out 
about a centurion called Serpicus, whom the 
firft required to be put to death, and the other 
protected : and they had come to blows, but 
that the ninth interpofed its entreaties, and men- 
aces alfo, to declare againft. that which mould re- 
fufe its mediation. 
TiUriui . When Tiberius was informed of all that had 
fends his/on.begn related, myfteriousas he was, and difpofed 
ippeafc ih= to conGeal bad news, he thought proper to fend 
feditwn. j^ t0 p a nnonia his fon Dr'ufus with fome ofthe. 
principal nobility ; but he gave him no precife 
ihftructions, and left him the liberty to aft ac- 
cording to the exigency. He was efcorted by 
two Pretorian cohorts, ftrengthened with an ex- 
traordinary addition of chofen men, a great-part 
of the pretorian horfe, and the Emperor's * Ger- 
man guards. At the head of thefe troops was 
Sejanus, who had been joined with his father 
Seius Strabo in the command of the Pretorian 
bands. Sejanus had then great credit with Ti- 
berius, and was the perfon he depended on to 
conduct the young prince in this affair, and to 
intimidate the foldiery by threats, or gain them 
by promifes. 

When Drufus approached, the legions march- 
ed out to meet him, and pay him the refpect 

* ''Tii plain by this thai the Varos's defeat, baii been re- 
had? of German guards, which ftored either by Augaftui bia- 
<uw broh by Auguftus after felf, or Tiberius. 

due 
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due to his birth j k but not with the fymptoms A. R.765. 
of joy ufual on fuch occafions. Their arms, aft - Cl 4- 
color, and drefs,. appear'd neglected j and in 
their countenances, . tho" compofed to fadnefs, 
were vifible figns offuilennefs and contumacy. 
As foon as Drufus was within the camp, they 
fecuredafl the gates \ polled troops in every im- 
portant place; and then came and crouded about 
his tribunal. Drufus went thither and made figns 
with his hand for filence. ' The foldiers, ac- 
cording as they furvey'd their own numbers, or 
turn'd their eyes on the prince, appeared me- 
nacing or difconcerted. rirft there was a con- 
futed murmur, next a furious clamor, and then 
a fudden dead filence. Divided by oppofite paf- 
fions, they at once feared and frighten'd. At 
iaft, in quiet interval Drufus made fhift to read 
his father's letters to them, who therein declar- 
ed, " That he knew no worthier object of his 
care than the brave Pannonian legions the com- 
panions of his victories. . That as fbon as his 
great grief would fuffer him -to apply himfelf to 
bufinefs, he would lay their demands before the 
Senate. That in the mean time he had lent his 
Ion to thenij to grant immediately whatever 
could be immediately granted. That every 
thing elfe mould be reierr'd to the Senate, from 
whom they could expect no other than a wife and 
regular decifion, exemptfrom feverity and wcak- 
nefs." 

k Non lartse, ui adfolet, ntqoe iniignibus fulgantes, fed 
intuvie deformi, & vultu, quanquam mceltitiam imitaren- 
tur, concumacia; propiores. 

1 Jlli, quoties oculos ad maltitndinem retulerant, voci- 
bus truculenris ftrcpere ; rurfuro, viib Carfare, trepidare. 
Murmur incertum, arrox clamor, St rcpente quies. Oiver- 
• fis animorum motibus pavebaot urre'jantqiie. 

Vol. II. D The 
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A.R.765. The affcmbly anfwered, that the centurion 
aft. C. 1 4. Clemens would fpeak for them. Upon which he 
prefented himfelf, and gave an account of the 
foldiers demands. " That they would bedif- 
charged after fixteen years fervice: and then 
would be paid in cafti the recompenfe they 
claimed : that their pay fhould be increafed to 
a denarius a day : and that the Veterans fhould 
be no longer detain'd under their enfigns." 

And when Drufus urged, that only the Se- 
nate and his father could regulate articles of fuch 
importance ; the foldiers renewed their clamors 
with more violence than ever. They afked 
him, " m To what purpofe came he, fince he 
had neither power to augment their pay, nor 
alleviate their grievances ; nor, in a word, to 
do them any fort of /ervice ? while, on the con- . 
trary, every officer had fufficient authority to in- 
flicT: blows or death. That formerly Tiberius 
ufed to fruftrate the defires of the foldiers by re- 
ferring all to Auguftus ; now Drufus was come 
to delude them with the fame artifice. Shall wt 
never have a vijit, faid they, but from children 
who can do nothing for us ? ''Tisfurely very extra- 
' ordinary that the Emperor fhould leave to the Se- 
nate no part in the direclion of the army but that of 
\ rewarding the foldiery. Ought not the Senate too 
to be confulted when a battle is to be fought, cr a 

r '' Cur veniflet, neque augendis mill turn cornmodis, ne- 
queadlevandis laboribus, denique nulla benefaciendi licen- 
tii. Atliercule verbera U necem cunCtis permitti. Tibe- 
rium olitn nomine Augulti defideria legionum fuftrari foli- 
lum : eafdem artes Druluin rtiulilTe. Nunquamne ad ft 
mil Alios familiarum venturos ? Novum id plane, quod 
Iinpcrator fcla militis commoda ad Senatum rcjiciat. E- 
umdem ergo Senatum confulendum, quoties fuppliria aut 
prajliaindicaatur. An pram i a fub dominis pcenai fine ar- 
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'private man to befunijhed ? Or are our recompenfes A - R-76ff» 
to be adjudged by many majlers, and our punifb- ' *+* 
tnents to remain without any moderator what/a 
ever." 

At laft they abandoned the tribunal ; and 
whenever they met with any of the guards or 
friends of the Prince, they fell on then with 
menaces and infults declarative of difcord and 
the laft extremities. They were particularly en- 
raged againft * Cn. Lentulus, a Senator vene- 
rable on account of his age, and illuftrious for his 
warlike exploits* who they imagined harden'd 
Drufus, as he openly condemn'd the diforders 
occafioned by the fedition. He was inform'd, 
of his danger, and endeavoured to prevent it 
by retiring to the + winter-quarters of the legi- 
ons. But the mutineers difcover'd, furround- 
ed, and alked him; " Where he was going ? 
to the Emperor or Senate ? to oppofe the inter- 
eft of the legions ? " They then aflaulted, and 
threw ftones at him ; and Lentulus, covered 
with wounds and blood, expe&ed certain death, 
when Drufus's troops flew in great numbers to 
his affiftance. 

Every thing was now to be apprehended from An «cii P c B f 
the furious foldiers, and the following n night jj^iJj^, 
threaten'd fome tragical event. But an unfore- feiitioo.. 
feen accident, affifted by vulgar ignorance and ^2 |W * 
fuperitiuon, calm'd this terrible agitation. The 
moon, in the midft of a clear fky, feem'd fud- 
denly to ficken. This was the beginning of 

• This Cn. Lentulus feims morn hefiotutd on him ix 757. 
to be the faint as Getolicus, t Tbl legions had in every 
•who tvas Cen/ul in 75 1 ; and province permanent •winter 
tab* bad the triumphal orna- camps. 

" N oftem minacem & in Icelus erapturam fors !eniit. 

D 2 aa 
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; A. R 765 an eclipfe But the Ibldiers, unacquainted with the 
■ft.X. 14. natural caufe of this phenomenon, took it for an 
omen of their prefent fituation ; and, comparing 
the ohfcuration of the planet to their own labors, 
. concluded that the fuccefs of their- enterprize de- 
pended on the restoration of the goddefs to her 
Wonted bflghtnefs. Therefore in order to af- 
•fift her, they made great noifes, by ftrikingon 
brafs and founding of trumpets : and ibme ac- 
cidental clouds being fomedmes added to the 
conftant effect of the ihadow of the earth, the 
: foldiery, as the moon appeared lighter or dark- 
er, exulted or lamented : 'till at laft, the eclipfe 
becoming total, they imagined the goddefs bu- 
■ry*d in everlafting darknefs, and that it portend- 
ed oonfequently their own eternal fufferings, and 
the vengeance of the Gods on their crimes. 

Drufus thought he ought to improve this their 
difpofnion, and ° fecond by his prudence the 
benefit of fortune. He fends for the centurion 
Clemens, and whoever elfe had by honeft means 
made themfelves acceptable to the multitude j 
thefe he orders to go round the tents and corp- 
de-gardes, and there ufe fuch difcourfes as were 
proper to bring back the wavering foldiers to 
their duty. 

And' they well executed their commiflion j 
... and addreffing themfelves more particularly' to 
fuch as had been carried away by the ftream, tho* 
not otherwife difpofed - to revolt ; they rous'd 
their hopes and fears. " How long, faid they, 
(hall we hold our Emperor's fon thus befieged ? 
Where will our contefts end ? Shall we enlifl: un- 
der Percennius and Vibulenus ? Can they fup- 
pcrt us with pay during our fervice, and re- 
ward us with lands when difmifs'd ? Shall Per- - 
Quacafus obtukratin fapientiam vertenda ratus. 

cennius 
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cenn'ms and Vibulenus govern the Roman Em- A. R.765. 
pure in the room of the Nero's and Drufus's ?«".C.i4. 
let us rather come to ourfelves ; and as we were 
the laft to revolt, let us be the firft to return to 
our duty. 'Demands for all are ever (lowly 
comply'd with, but particulars no fooner merit 
favors than they receive them." 

Thefe reafonings had their effect : many 
were brought over thereby ; who confequently 
, became fufpiciousto the reft. Schifms arofe be- 
tween the frefti foldiers'and the Veterans, be- 
tween legion and legion. Then by degrees re- 
turned the love of duty and refpcct.for difcipline. 
They relinquish the guard of the gates j and 
reftore to their places the enfigns, which they 
had collected together at the beginning of the fe- 
dition. 

Drufus, as foon as 'twas day, fummon'd an 
affembly : and tho' he was unfkill'd in fpeaking 
(which Tacitus remarks as being unufual among 
the Cefars) yet the confidence and haughtinefs 
that birth infpires, gave him, as was proper, a 
tone of authority. He blamed the exceffes,. 
the legions had been guilty of, and acknow- 
ledgedhisfatisfactionat their prefentdifpofition. 
He told them be was not to be fubdued by 
threats and terrors ; but if he faw them reclaim'd 
to fubmiflion, and heard from them the lan- 
guage of fupplicants, he would himfelf write to, 
his father in their behalf. 

The fpirit of mutiny had now given place to 
fear and ihame. The legions humble theiri- 
felves i and beg for, and obtain the perniiflion 
to fend a fecond deputation to the Emperor, at 

P Tarda funt qua; in commune expoftulaanic ; juiirataio 

grabam llatim myreajc, ftatim reripias: 

D 3 the 
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A. R..76;. the head of which was young Blefus again, with 
■ft.C14.Lj Aprpnius a Roman Knight attached to, 
Drufus, and Juftus Catonius firft Captain of a. 
legion. 

"*Twas (hen debated in Council what conduct 
' ihould be purfucd with refpect to the guilty; 
and the opinions were divided. Some were for 
doing nothing 'till the return of the deputies ; 
and for endeavouring in the interim to regain 
by mildnefs the terrified foJdiery. Others thought, 
onthe contrary," 1 That more vigorous remedies 
fhpuld be applied. That the multitude were 
always in extremes; imperious, when not aw'dj 
but to be without danger defpited, when fright- 
ened. And concluded that while the courage 
of the mutineers was fuppreffed by fuperftitioh, 
'twas proper for the Prince to wholly fubdue 
them by a juft and fevere punifliment inflicted 
on the authors of the fedition," 

Tacitus obferves, that Drufus T was naturally 
inclined to rigor. And upon this occafion in- 
deed mildnefs would have been weaknefs. Vi- 
bujenus and Percennius were by his order pro- 
duced, and executed. Tacitus fays, thatmoft 
authors recounted, that thefe wretches were dif- 
patch'd and bury'd in Drufus's own tent ; which 
was certainly a mofttimid precaution : tho' fome, 
on the contrary, related that their bodies were 
thrown over the intrenchments, as a public 
fpecracle of terror. Thefe two leaders were not 
the only fufferers for their infolence. Strict 
fearch was made for iuch as under them had 
bxen principal incendiaries. Some were caught 

* Nihil in vulgc modicum ; terrere ni paveant ; ubi per- 
flmnerint, impunecontemni. 

' fVomptum ad a%eriorft ingeniom Drufo erat. 

, wandring 
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wandring about the fields in fearch of anafylum A.R. 7 6 S . 
and killed by the centurious or pretorian foldi- aft c - '4- 
ers. And others were delivered up to punifh- 
ment by their feveral companies, as a proof of 
the fincerity of their repentance. 

The confternation of the foldiers was height- taietOu 
ened by the precipitate acceffion of winter, with jj*Ji 1 °£ in 
rains inceflant, and fo violent, that they were 
not able to ftir out of their tents, or maintain 
common intercourfe, nay fcarce to preferve their 
ftandards tho* ever fo well fix*d in the ground, 
aflaulted as they were by tempeftuous winds and 
raging floods *. Dread befides of die offended • 
Deity ftill pollened them •, nor was it, they 
thought, but by a fpecial providence, that fuch 
impious traitors were vifited with ecliples and 
tempefts. They imagin'd therefore that there 
was no other remedy tor their calamities, than 
the quitting an unlucky camp, contaminated 
with crimes, and avoiding its contagion by re- 
tiring to their refpe&ive winter-quarters. 

The eighth legion fet out firft, and was foon 
followed by the fifteenth. The ninth long 
oppofed this resolution, faying, they ought all 
to wait for the Emperor's anfwer. But at laft 
finding themfelves deferred by the other two, 
they chofe to do of their own accord what they 
apprehended they mould be forced to. Drufus, 
feeing the factious were all difperfed, and that 
quiet was reftored, went back to Rome, with- 
out ftaying for the return of the deputies. 

I have laid that the German army mutiny*d Sedition in 
at the fame time, and from the fame motives, mB ^ eBn ** 
as the Pannonian ; but it was with much great- 

' Durabat & formido ccrieftis irs : n« froftra adverfu* 
impioshebefcerefidera, ruere tempeilates. 

D 4 er 
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A. 11.765. er fury, as well on account of their greater num- 

aft. C. 14. t, erS) as becaufc they hoped that Germanicus, 

who commanded them, would willingly accept 

of the Empire from their hands, and by their 

afiiftance bring about a revolution. 

Thefe forces were divided into two bodies, 
one ftationed higher, the other lower, on the 
Rhine ; compofed each of four legions and an 
equal number of auxiliaries, and amounting con- 
fequently to above forty thoufand men. Ger- 
manicus was commander in chief of thefe forces, 
but he was then in Gaul collecting the tribute j 
and in his abfence .Silius was the fubordinate 
commander of the army on the higher Rhine, 
t and Cecina of that on the lower, having both 
the ranlc of lieutenant-generals. 

Of thefe two armies, that underSilius remain- 
ed quiet, watching the motions of the other 
camp, and waiting for the event, to determine 
them. The fedition began in the army on the 
Jower Rhine, which was then incamp'd on the 
frontiers of the * Ubians, andina ftateofinac- 
tion, almoft always fatal to difcipline. The 
twenty firft: and fifth legions fet the example, 
which was quickly followed by the firft: and the 
twentieth. 

In thefe legions were a great many new levjes, 
who, accuftomed to the licentioufnefs of Rome, 
and impatient of military fatigues, feduced the 
fimplicity of their comrades, "When they heard 
of Auguftus's deceafe, they obferved to them 
that now was the time for the Veterans to de-r 
mand a fpeedier difmirfion, the frefli foldiers. 
larger pay, and all Tome alleviation of their hard-i 

• A German nation, trttaf- a Roman coiany ; and has U 
foiled to the left of the Rhine, this time retained the nanu of 



toikoft ciifilai became /son 



mips 



>g,1,zed by GoOgle 



TIBERIUS. 4? 

fhips ; as alfo to return due vengeance for the A. 11.765. 
cruelties of the Centurions. Thefe were notthe ***• ^* I 4* 
harangues of a Tingle incendiary, as amongft 
the Pannonian legions, nor heard with fear by 
flender forces over-awed by more numerous' ar» 
mies. Here was a fedirion of many mouths 
full of boafts of the glory and ftrength of the 
German armies. « We are, faid they, the fup- 
port of the Roman Empire; our vi&ories'ex- 
tend its dominions ; and from us the Cefars 
take a furname that does them honor." Cecina 
too did not reftrain them. So general a frenzy 
deprived him of all courage. The mutineers 
therefore meeting with no oppofuion, rufli fu- 
rioufly with drawn fwords on the Centurions, 
the firft objefts of the hatred of the foldiers, as 
exercifing an immediate and often rigorous au- 
thority over them. And as the companies were 
of fixty men each, they fet fixty foldiers againft 
each Centurion ; they drag them to the earth, 
trample on them, beat them, and then throw 
them half-dead out of the camp, or into the ri- 
ver. The Centurion Septimius hoped, in vain, 
for an afylum at his General's feet. The mu- 
tineers obliged Cecina to deliver him up. Caf- 
ilus Cherea> fince famous in hiftory for killing 
Caligula, fought in his valor for that protec- 
tion which the weaknefs of his Commander de- 
nied, and opened himfelf a retreat with his 
iword. 

After the death or flight of the Centurions, 
nor Tribune, nor any other officer, had the 
leaft command over the legions. The foldiers 
themfelves fet the corp-de-gardes, the fentries, 
and appointed all military duties. c Hence men 

« Id militares amnios altius conjefiantitjus, prseclpuunt 

of 
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A. K.76;. of reflexion judged of the greatnefs and impla- 
•ft-C. 14. C ablenefs of the fedition. They were terrified 
at obferving that the mutineers did not aft 
every one of their own head. Nor were con- 
duced by two or three leaders : but that they 
all at once raged, and all at once kept filence, 
with fuch order and regularity, that they feem- 
ed to be under a legitimate power. 
Ctrmiaicoi The news of thefe commotions, which fa- 
Cwi)T»to vore 6! by Germanicus, might have procured 
thithJr to him the Empire, reached that Prince while ho 
■ppeaic it. was labouring for Tiberius, by taking the oaths 
of fidelity of the Sequani and Beige. For that 
was his firft bufinefs after he heard of Augus- 
tus's demife. 

He was then in the molt critical Situation 
that can be imagined. We may remember that 
Auguftus had thoughts of appointing him his 
fucce(Tor,becaufehedid him thejufticc to judge 
him worthy. But being unwilling- to break 
thro' the order of birth, he had preferred Ti- 
berius to him, tho' at the fame time, he oblig- 
ed him to adopt Germanicus for his fon, who 
was already his nephew. It is eafy to believe, 
that thefe difpofitions of Auguftus, which 
brought Germanicus fo near the Sovereignty, 
rendered him fufpicious and odious to Tiberius 
and Livia. d This the young Prince knew, 
and was under the greater anxiety on account 
of the hatred which his uncle and grandmother 
bore him, as it was unjuft. 

indicium magnt atque implacabilis motas, qnod neque dU- 
jefli, necpaucorum inftinftu, fed pariter ardefcerent, pari- 
ter filerent, tanta ajqualitate et conftantia ut regi crederes. 
Tat. i. 3a. 

d Anxius occultis in fe patrui avixque cdiis, quorum 
eaufa acriores, quia iniquse. 

For 
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For the grounds of it were fuch as ought to A. R.76;. 
|iave made Germanicus dear and cftimable to** -4 ** 1 *" 
them. He was the favorite of the people, and 
the foldiery, both out of refpect to his father 
Drufus, who was an accomplilhed popular 
Prince, and on account of his own perfonal 
merit. e For he was affable, good-natured, 
candid, generous, beneficent, and the oppofite 
of Tiberius, whofe language and looks de- 
nounced arrogance and hypocrify. And this is 
what a bad heart can never forgive. Too much 
merit is an unpardonable crime. 

f There was alfo a woman's quarrel between 
Agrippina and Livia. The laft had a ftep-mo- 
ther's diflike for Auguftus's grand-daughter; 
and the other was naturally haughty and inflex- 
ible ; but her virtue and love for her hufband 
corrected her impetuous courage. 

In thele circumstances, if Germanicus had 
not obftinately perfevered in his duty, he might 
have coniidered the good-will of his foldiers as 
a neceilary afylum from an unjuft perfecution. 
But he would owe his fecurity to nothing but 
his innocence. He thought that a demonftra- 
tion of the rectitude of his intentions would reT 
concile Tiberius to him ; and * the nearer he 
found himfelf to Empire, the more vigor he 
exerted to fecure it to Tiberius. With fuch 
difpofidons he halted to the camp of fedition. 

' Juveni civile ingenium, mira comitas, ct diverfa a Ti : 
berii ienaone, vulta, arrggantibus ct obfcuris. 
1 ' Accedebant muliebres offenfiones, novercalibus LivSz 
in Agrippinam ilmiulis: atque ipfa Agrippina paulo com- 
nictior, nifi quod caititate, el mariti atnore, quamvis in- 
domitum animum in bonnm vertebaC. 

6 Germanicus, quanta fumma: fpei proper, tanto im- 
penfius pro Tiberio niu. 

The 
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A.R.765. The legions came out to meet him, with down- 
aft. C. >+• c^ft gygs , n feigned roken of remorfe. Afar he 
had entered the intrenchments, his ears were 
aflauited with complaints and clamors : nay, 
fome catching his hand, as if they meant -to 
kifs it, thruft his fingers into their mouths, 
that he might feel their gums were deftitute of 
teeth ; and others pointed at their bodies loop- 
ing under age. He mounts the tribunal-, and 
perceiving the foldiers furround him diforderly 
and at random, he commands them to range 
themfelves in companies and cohorts under 
their proper colours. With flownefs-and re-. 
Juftance they obey him. 

He then harangues them •, and beginning 
with an encomium on the venerable memory of 
Auguftus; he proceeds to Tiberius's victories 
. and triumphs^ and particularly celebrates the 
exploits he had performed in Germany with 
thefe very legions. He next fets in a ftrong light 
the unanimity of all Italy in acknowledging 
Tiberius for Emperor-, the fidelity of both the 
Gauls ; and the quiet ftate of the univerfe. 
Thus far they hear with filence, or at leaft with 
moderate murmuring. 

But when Germanicus touched on their ledU 
tion, and allied them, Where was now the mo-» 
defty and obedience of ibldiers j where the glo-. 
ry of difcipline ■, and whither they had chafed 
their Centurions and Tribunes ? they all fet up 
a vaft notfe. They bare their bodies, and Ihew 
the fears of their wounds, or the bruifes of their 
chaftifements -, then, in undiftinguilhed uproar, 
complain of the hardlhips of lervice ; dwell- 
ing on the particulars that made it painful and 
infupportable ; fuch as their fcanty pay, the 
exactions of the Centurions, their rigorous la-- 
bors. 
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bore, ramparts to be reared, ditches tcs be dig- A.R.76J. 
ged, forage to be fetched, wood to be cut, in ■"• c - '4* 
a word, every toil required of a foldier by the 
exigencies of war, or to prevent idlenefs. A- 
bove the reft are heard the clamorous com- 
plaints of the Veterans, who having ferved 
thirty campaigns or more, befought Germani- 
cus to have companion on men that were ut- 
terly exhaufted, and not to fuffer death to over- 
take them in the midft of their labors, but to 
difcharge them from fo fevere a warfare, and 
grant them a recefs free from poverty and mi- 
iery. Some there were who aikc'd him for the 
money bequeathed thembyAuguftus; teftifying 
at the fame time, by their acclamations, their 
zeal for his fervice, and offering him, in cafe The routi- 
ne afpired to Empire, to fupport him with their "•>> ° aa . 

Germanicus, thinking himfelf affronted by- heeon 5. de " 
this offer ; and that to fuppofe him capable of"" 
a crime was in fome fort to fully his character ; 
leaps headlong from the tribunal. The feditious 
foldiers oppofe their weapons, and threaten him 
if he will not reafcend. He protefts that he 
would rather die than violate the oath of fide- 
lity he had taken to Tiberius. At the fame time 
he draws his fword, and would have buried it 
in his breaft, if not prevented by thofe who 
were next him. On the contrary, fome pla- 
toons of foldiers that were in the extremities of 
the affembly, exhorted him. to ftrike home. 
And part of them advancing near enough to 
be heard of him, continue the fame language : 
and a foldier, named Caluffdius, prefents him 
his naked fword, telling him, that it was (harper 
than his own. An infolence, which to the reft, 
outrageous as they were, feemed horrid ; and 
4 , their 
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A. R. 765. their indignation thereat producing a fudde'ri 
*"- c -'4calm, gave Germanicus's friends an opportu- 
nity to fnatch htm away to his tent. 
Graiifiati- It was here deliberated what remedy to apply 
on Hid pii- to f dmaerous a diforder. For it was known 

»ikgct pm- , , D . . ,-ii 

Mbyhimiathat the mutineers were going to fend a de- 
miMtton. P uta t' on w me ar my on the higher Rhine, to 
invite it to join them : that the capital of the U- 
bians was to be facked ; and that after this efTay 
of plundering, they intended to fpread them- 
felves over allGaul, and enrich themfelves with 
the pillage of that fertile country. And, what 
ftill increafed the terror, there was advice that 
the enemy was informed of the fedition, and 
waited only for the Romans quitting the bank 
of the river to execute fome enterprize. If 
the auxiliary troops were employed againft the 
rebellious legions, it would occafion a civil 
• war : * feverity was dangerous ; and donatives 
infamous j to grant the foldiery, or to refufe 
them every thing, was equally dangerous to 
the ftate. 

A medium was therefore refolved on. A 
letter was feigned from the Emperor, in which 
he granted a full difcharge to iuch as had ferv- 
ed twenty years ; and fuch as had ferved fixteen 
■were to have the privileges of Veterans ; and 
be exempt from all duties of fatigue, but were 
to continue under their enfigns, and combat 
the enemy. The Emperor was alfo to promife 
in this letter to pay them Augustus's legacy, 
and even to double it 

The foldiers were aware of the impofition, 
and demanded the immediate performance of 

* Pericnlofa feveritas, flagitiofa largitio : feu nihil, feu 
omnia, mUiti concederentur, in ancipiti Reipublica. 

the 
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the Emperor's promifes. And they had fads- A.R.765. 
fa&ion with refpeft to the difcharges, which *™* c - '4* 
were immediately granted them by the Tri- 
bunes : as to the money, the diftribution of 
that was adjourned to the winter-quarters. But 
the fifth, and twenty firft legions, who were 
the firft that mutinied, obftinately refuted to 
ftir, unlefs payment was made in that very 
camp. So that Germanicus and his friends 
were obliged to pay the four legions out of the 
money they had brought with them for the ex- 
pence's of the campaign. Cecina led back the 
firft and the twentieth to a place named the 
* Altar of the TJbians ', by an infamous march, 
wherein the money they had extorted from their 
General was carried in triumph amidft the en- 
iigns and eagles. 

Germanicus then proceeded to the army of 
the higher Rhine, to adminifter to it the oath 
of fidelity to Tiberius. The fecond, thirteenth, 
and fixteenth legions, fwore allegiance without 
hefitation -, die fourteenth ftood out a little •, 
and none of them infilled either on donatives 
or conceflions. However, Germanicus, to pre- 
ferve an equality, promifed them the fame pri- 
vileges he had granted to the legions on the 
lower Rhine. 

Such was the conduct of this Prince in ap- 
pearing this fedition. And without doubt, his 
great condefcenfion made a breach in the So- 
vereign power. Accordingly Velleius, who 
wrote when Germanicus was dead, and his fa- 

* TMl flati ttiat probably crated to Auguftus by tit U- 
fo called from an altar tenjt- bians. Seme think it Bonn. 

' Turpi agmine, quum fifci dc ImpcnUOK rapti inter 
ffgiia uitertjuc aqvilai vetercntur, 

mily 
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A. R-765- mjly under opprcffion, condemns him Severely* 
nft.C. 14. 5 5d calls his indulgence cowardice. But, af- 
ter all, the troops well knew that they had raif- 
ed the Cefars to Empire •, and a power, which 
they eonfidered as their work, could not be «c- 
erciled fo ftri&ly on them, as an authority ori* 
gtnally founded in law. 
Commotion At this very time, there happened a feditious 
rnmtrf" 11 " commotion among a detachment of the mutir 
thek lcgiont nous legions which had been fent among the 
$£££? Chaucians to keep them in awe. But this 
tumult was fomewhat quelled in the beginning 
by the refolution of. an officer, who put to 
death two of the moll criminal on the fpot. 
Hie name was Mennius, and he was only a 
Prefecl of the camp, or Quarter-mafter, and had 
no power to punifti capitally j but the necefliry 
of -an immediate feverity emboldened him to 
exceed his commiffion. The feditious however, 
tho' intimidated at firft, foon refumed their au- 
dacity, and renewed their rage j fo that Men* 
nius was forced to make off. But being dis- 
covered, and reduced to leek his fafecy in his 
own courage, he boldly told the mutineers, 
" That to himfelf, who was only a fubaltern 
officer, their outrages were not done, but to 
Germanicus their General, and Tiberius their 
Emperor." At the fame time difpcrfing thofe 
who were about the colours, he matched them, 
and carried towards the Rhine, ordering the 
foldiers to follow him, and threatening to treat 
as deferters whoever fliould difobey. The fol- 
diers, agitated by various paffions, and uncer- 
tain what to do, Suffered diemfelves to be thus 

k 'Fleraque JgnavtGarmanicus. Veil. ii. 125. 
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^conducted to their winter-quartersi Without A.R. 765. 
daring to cnterprize any thing. *"• c - , +* 

All now feenied quiet ; yet there remained in Tfce aadm 
the hearts of the faldiery a leaven of mutiny, <*thei«|i- 
wnich only waited for the ftighteft opportunity ^aT^ 
to re-ferment with more Violence than ever, p^ «f*j- 
Germanicus, on his return, met at the Altar Kuic™ 
of the Ubians, (where were the winter-quarters 
of the rirft and twenty firll legions) the depu- 
tics from the Senate, who brought him the de- 
cree that conferred on him the Proconfular pow- 
er, and were to make him alfo compliments of* 
condolence on account of Auguftus's deceafe. 
The foldiers, whom the remembrance of what 
they had deierved, rendered both fearful and 
furious, took it in their heads that thefe depu- 
ties were come to cancel and abdlifh the concef- 
fions they had extorted from their general. 
' And as it is ufual with the vulgar not to fuf- 
peft by halves, but to charge fomebody with 
the crimes of their fuggeftion -, they laid to the 
charge of Munatius PlancuS, a Senator of 
Confular dignity, and at the head of this depu- 
tation, the guilt of this imaginary decree. 

•The ftandard of thofe foldiers who had t^msa- 
been lately made Veterans, was kept in the ^j^t^ 1 " 
houfe where Germanicus was. The mutineers 
pretended to claim the cuftody of it, doubtlefs 
as a proof of their right. In the dead of the 
night they went and demanded it, and not re- 
ceiving an immediate anfwer, they burft the 
doors, rulhed into the Prince's bed-chamber, 

1 Utqueinos vulgo quamvis faliis reum fubderc. 

• The dijliaaiun of thit are &mded btrtupm. IfeJ/mv 
jtenHarA it not exfnffed in Gronovius, ixmje cfitrim I 
Tititus. The catxmentatiri think mejl frclahlt. 

Vol. II. £ dragged 
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A.R. 765. dragged him out of his bed, and compelled him 
aft. C. 14. w i t h drawn fwords to deliver the ftandard. 

At this time the deputies from the Senate, 
who were frightened at the tumult, were com- 
ing to Germanicus. Unluckily for them they 
fell in with thefe madmen, who overwhelmed 
with outrages, and devoted them to death. The 
deputies efcaped by flight, all but Plancus, 
whom the dignity of his character reftrained. 
He was in the utmoft danger, and had no o- 
ther afylum than the camp of the Brft legion, 
where he embraced the eagle and other enfigns 
that were honoured as divinities among the Ro- 
mans. Thither however they purfued him j 
and if the Eagle-bearer had not oppofed the 
fury of the mutineers, m they bad committed a 
crime rare even in the camp of an enemy, and 
aiTafiinated their countrymen, at the altars of 
their gods, tho' acting in a facred public cha- 
racter. 

At day-break Germanicus enters the camp, 
fends for Plancus, and feats him by himfelf. 
" He then inveighed againft the late fatal, un- 
natural frenzy; whofe revival could only be 
imputed to the anger, of the gods ; and elo- 
, quently deplored the foul yiolence done to the 

facred perfon of an Ambafiador, the misfortune 
of Plancus who had done nothing to deierve it, 
and the difgrace. thence, derived on the legion. 
Having by this difcourfe ° rather amazed than 
calmed the foldiery, he' difmified the deputies 
with an efcort of auxiliary horfe. 

■ Rarum etiam inter holies, legates Popoli Romani 
Romanis h> caftna (anguine fuo altana ileum commacuU- 
viffec. 

n Fa tale m increpans rabiem, neque militum fed cleum 
ira refurgere. 

° Attomta magis quam quieta concioue. 

In 
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In theft dangerous circumftances, all Ger- A; It 765. 
manicus's friends, and all the chief officers, q^^*' 
blamed him for not having recourfe to the army fend* 0U t of 
oh the higher Rhine, where he was fure to find SfeSSj? 
obedience, and fufficient force to reduce tKe re- piu at hi. 
volters. " You have, faid they, condefcended •"•cap* 
enough ; enough employed gentle, unavailing 
meafures •,' to the increafe of the infolence of 
the mutineers. Or if, after all, you defpife your 
own fkfety, yet, why expofe to the fury of a ' 
multitude, who violate the m'oft facred rights, , 
your infant fon arid pregnant wife ? It becomes 
you, at leaft, to take care of thefe, and preferve 
them for the Emperor and the ftate." Germa- 
nicus made great difficulty of liftening to thefe 
jeprefentations; and Agrippina was more averfe 
thereto than he. This high-fpirited Princefs faid, 
That being of Auguftus's blood, ftie had here- 
ditary -valor fufficient to brave danger. How- , 
ever, at laft; Germanicus embracing her, and 
their fon, with great tendernefs, and many tears, 
prevailed on her to depart. 

' Agrippina's departure was an affecting 
fight j a great Princefs, compelled to fly from 
her hufband's camp, held in her arms her young 
fon j the wives of Germanicus's friends, com- 
panions of her deplorable flight, contained not 
their lamentations and groans ; nor lighter than 

T Incedebat muliebre et miferabile agmen: profuga 
Ducis uxor, parvum finu filium gerens j lamentanres cir- 
cum amicorum conjnges, qua; iimul trahebantur ; nee mi- 
nus trifles qui manebant. Non florcntis Cxfaris, neqitt 
fuis in caflris, fed velut in urbe vifta facies, gemicufque 
ac planftus, etiam militum aures oraque advertere. Pro- 
grediuntur cotituberniis : $mj ills f chilis fount ? quod torn 
triJU f ftmiimt inluf.rei, non Centurianm ad tufilam, non mili- 
um, nihil Imperatcri/t uxaris, out comilatui foVit't, ftrgire ad 
Trtvtrot, tt txttrn* fidei I 'Pudor inde et miferatio. 

E 2 -their's 



I 

3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



5 2 HISTORY OF TH£ EMPERORS. 

A.R. 76;. their' s was the grief of thole who remained. 

SSkf'rfifc Tears and wailings, better becoming a city 

(Men. e ftormed, man the victorious camp of a Prince 
fo nearly exalted to Empire, and Commander 
of fuch numerous forces, foftened even the 
foldiers. They leave their tents, and aflc, 
« Whence thefc lamentable cries ? What fud- 
den unforefeen misfortune has happened? 
What! fo many illuftrious ladies, with the Ge- 
neral's wife at their head, unattended by a Cen- ' 
turion, or a foldier, deftitute of even their or- 
dinary train, fly to Treves to commit them- 
felves to the faith of foreigners preferably to 
that of Romans!" Shame and commiferarion 
feize them ; they recall the remembrance of 
Agrippa, the Princefs's father, of Auguftus, 
her grandfather, and of her father-in-law Dru- 
fus ; they recollect her Angular fertility and chaf- 
tity. They were alfo greatly touched on ac- 
count of the young Prince, who was born in the 
caiiip, nurfed among the legions, and by them- 
felves furnamed Caligula, becaufe, to win their 
affections, he commonly wore little boots (cali- 
gas) of the fame fafhion with their own. But 
nothing fo effectually fubdued them as their 1 
jealoufy of the inhabitants of Treves. They be- 
ieech Agrippina to ftay, they ftop her, and 
while fome of them prevent her going, the reft 
run to Germanicus. He, yet in the tranfports 
of grief and indignation, addrefled himfelf to 
them in thefe terms. 

GcTBuni- •* q Thofe whofe retreat you are fo much con-> 

1 Ndn mihi uxor ant films patre et Republic* cariores 
funt ! fed ilium quidem fua majeftas, Imperium Romanum 
ceteri exercitiis defend eni. Conjugem et liberos meos, 
quos pro gloria veftra libens ad exitiuin offerr;m, prociil a 
turentibut fubmoveo, ut guid^id iltuc i'celeris imminet, 

cerned 
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cerned about, are not dearer to me than my fa- A. R.76J. 
ther and the commopwealth. But neither the ■*■ c - '*■ 
Emperor nor the ftate give me any difquiet } 
they are fufficicntly defended ; the one by the 
majefly of his name, and the other by the reft 
of the Roman armies. My wife and fon, whom 
for your glory I would freely facrifice, mult be 
removed from your rage : that whatever further 
mifchtef you meditate may be expiated by my 
blood alone ; and that the murder of the great- 
grandfon of Auguftus, and of the daughter- 
in-law of Tiberius, may not be added to the 
black catalogue of your crimes s for during ( 
your late frenzy, what has been too horrid for 
you to commit ? What name is there left for 
me to give you ? Can I call you foldiers, who 
have befieged the fon of your Emperor ? Ro- 
man citizens can I call you? you have trampled 
on the authority of the Senate ; you have even 
violated thecuftoms religioufly obferved by de- 
clared enemies, the law of nations, and the fa- 
cred perfons of Ambafladors. Julius Cxfar 
once quelled a violent fedition by a Tingle word; 
by calling them citizens who no longer afted as 
foldiers. Auguftus, by his prefence, and a look, 
terrified into fubmiffion the legions that were 
victorious at Actiurn. If I am far unequal to 
thefe derm-gods^ yet their blood runs in my 
veins. What kind of excufe can you make for 
your rebellion ? If the legions in Spain or Syria, 

meo tantom fanguine pietur ; nave ocellus Augulli prone- 
pos, interfeclaTiberiinurus, nocentiores vos facia t. Quid 
cnim per bos dies inaufum, intemeratumve vobis ? Quod 
nomen huic coetni dabo ? Miliicihe appellem t qui filiura 
Imperatoris veftri vallo et armis circumfcdiftis. An tives t 
quibus tarn proje&a Seuatus au&oritas. Hoftium quoqoe 
job, ct facra legationii, et las gentium, rupiltit. 

E 3 refufed 
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A-R^s- refufed to obey me, I Ihould think it ftrange. 

aft. C 14, ^ nc j y et y 0Uj wn0 are fo clofely connected with 
Tiberius, you, the firft legion raifed by Tibe- 
rius himfelf, and the twentieth, his companion 
in fo many battles, and enriched by his boun- 
ties, you thus'teftify your gratitude to your Ge- 
neral ! While my father hears nothing but good 
news from the other provinces, muft I fend him 
fo very bad ? Muft I acquaint him, that his 
own new levies, and his own Veterans, are nei- 
ther fatisfied by their difcharges nor donatives 1 
that here, and here only, the Centurions are 
butchered, the Tribunes driven away, and the 
' Deputies of the Senate infulted ■, that here the 

camp and the rivers are tinged with blood ; and 
that for me, his fon, I hold a precarious life at 
the mercy of madmen? 'Why, when I firft 
aftembled you, did you fnatch from me the 
fworikwith which I was going to difpatch my- 
felf? O imprudent friends ! he who offered me 
his own fword, ihewed me greater kindnefs. I 
fliould then have fallen ignorant of the many 
crimes fince committed by my army. And you 
would have chofen another General, who ihpuld 
have left my death unpunilhed, but have re- 
venged the daughter of Varus and his three le^ 
gions. For may the gods forbid, that the Bel-. 
gians, whofe good intentions outftrip my with-, 
■ es, fliould appropriate the renown of retrieving 
the glory of the Roman name, and repulfing 
the Germans. 'Rather may, O divine Auguf- 

r Cur enim primo concionis die ferrum illud quod peftori 
meo infigere parabam detraxiftU i O impiovidi amid I 
melius ec amantius ille qui gladium offerebat. 

5 Tua, dive Augufte, coelo recepta mens, tua, pater 
Drule, imago, iifdem iitis cum militibus, quos jam pudor 
et gloria intiat, eloant banc maculam, iraique civiles in 

. . tus, 
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tusi thy deified fpirit, and thy revered image A.R.765; 
and memory, O father Drufus, tnfpirc m y«*-C.i+. 
hearers with the ardor of the noble vengeance ! 
Already, I perceive, they feel the remorfe of 
ihame, and Jenfe ot honor. Improve this their 
inclination to return to their duty, and cum the 
whole tide of their civil rage to the deftruftion 
of the enemy. And you, my fellow- foldiers, 
in whofe countenances I read the happy altera- 
tion of your minds, if you mean to reftoreto the 
Senate their AmbaiTadors, to your Emperor 
your loyalty, and to me, your General, my wife 
and fon, fly the contagion of the guilty, and 
feparate from the feditious. This will be a 
fure fign of remorfe ; this a firm pledge of fi- 
delity." 

Thefe words foftened the foldiers into fuppli- The mutt. 
, cations and confeflions of their faults. They {^Xm-™* 
befought Germanicus to punifh the guilty, to «««. «*i 
pardon the ignorant and imprudent, and to "«o"ihI" 
lead them againit the enemy -, but above all, moit guilty. 
they conjured him to recall the Princefs, and his 
fon, and not to fuffer the fofterling of the le- 
gions (fo they called the young Prince) to be 
given in hoftage to the Gauls. Germanicus de- 
fired them to excufe the return of Agrippina, 
on account of the advanced feafon, and her ap- 
proaching delivery. But promifed to recal his 
fon -, and left to them to execute what remained 
to be done. 

The foldiers, now wholly changed, fearch all 
over the camp for the moft feditious ; feize, 



1 hoftibns vertant ! Vos quoqae, quorum alia nunc 
ora, alia pedlora intueor, fi legatos Senatui, obfequiuni lm- 
pcratori, ft mihi conjugem ac filium redditis, difcedite a 
ntadu, et dividite turbidos. Id flabile ad pcenkemiam, 



id fide! vinculum e 
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A.R765. bind, and then carry them before C. CetroniW, 
*ft.C. 14. Commander of the firft legion. And this was the 
manner of this very extraordinary military judg- 
ment. The legions being aflembled with drawn 
(words, the prifoner was expofed on an emi- 
nence, from whence every one could fee him, 
by a Tribune. Arid if he was unanimoufly 
proclaimed guilty, he was thrown down, and 
killed on the fpot. The foldiers rejoiced in 
thefe bioody executions, as they thought them, 
expiatory of their own guilt ; and. Germanicus 
did not retrain them, as he thereby incurred 
no fort of odium. The Veterans alio executed ' 
juftice on the molt guilty among them ; and 
were foon after ordered into Rhcetia, under .pre- 
tence of defending that province againft the 
Suevians who threatened it. Tho' the true rea- 
fon was ' to remove them from a camp fiill hor- 
rible, as well on account of the rigorous pu- 
hilhment, as of the remembrance of the crime 
that occasioned it. 
Rtwtwaf Germanicus, afterwards, reviewed the Cen- 
theCtatwi- funons i n tne prefence of the foldiers. A po- 
pular practice ; and which, if not prefcribed by 
cuftom, but introduced by Germanicus, (hew- 
ed a great condefcenfion in him for the foldiery. 
Each Centurion was cited in his rank ; and 

fave an account of his name, his company, 
is country, the number of campaigns he had 
ferved, his exploits, and military prefents, if 
with any he had been diftinguilhed. If the 
Tibunes and legion bore teftimony to his valor 
and conduct, he kept his poft. If there was a 
concurring complaint of his avarice or cruelty, 
he was broke. 

• Ut avrilerentur caftrjs, trucibue adhuc, non minus at- 
tentate remedii, quam fceleris a 
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The news of thefe violent commotions A. R.76J. 
in the German legions reached Rome, t*-^^;* 4 " 
fore the account of the end of the Pan- keep qtitt 
rtonian fedition : * and the citizens, being a- J?J«uXt* 
larmed, condemned Tiberius for amufing him- «m 
felf in town with mocking by an affected mo- 
defty the Senate and People, who were weak 
and unarmed ; while the foldiery were in too 
ftubborn a rebellion to be quelled by two young 
Princes, whofe raw authority was not fufRciendy 
refpe&ed. They wanted him to go himfelf, 
and awe them with the majefty of Imperial pow- 
er ; thinking they would infallibly fubmit up- 
on fight of their Emperor, the fole and fo- 
vereign difpofer of rewards and punilhments. 
* ( Auguftus, faid they, could, under the pref- 
fure of age, take many journtes into Germa- 
ny ; but Tiberius keeps, quiet at home, watch- 
ing, and cavilling at the Senators words. * He 
had fully provided for the domeftic fervitude 
of Rome -, he ought now to cure the licentiouf- 
nefs of the foldiery, and reconcile them to a 
life of peace." 

Notwithstanding thefe difcouf fes came to Ti- 
berius's ears, he continued refolute and inflexi- 
ble in his resolution not to depart from the ca- 
pital, left he mould expofe himfelf and the com- 
monwealth to fome extraordinary danger. And 
really various conGderations detained him. The 
German army was the ftronger, the Pannonian 
the nearer. The former might be fupported 
by the forces of Gaul, the latter threatened 

' Trepida civitas incufare Tiberium, quod dam patret 
etplebem, invalid* et inermia, cunttatione fifta luditke- 
tur; diflideat interim miles, nee duorum adolefcentium 
nonrium adulta au&oritate comprimi queat. 

1 Satis provifum nrbans fervirati : militaribu) animii 
adhibcnda foment* nt'ferre pacem velint. , 

Italy. 
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A.R765. Italy. To which then Ihould he repa.r? Be- 
aft.C. 14. fides, he was afraid that the aimy he appeared 
» to confider leaft would be offended, and there* 

fore more intra&able. r Whereas, by fending one 
of his fons to each of the armies, the equal 
treatment of both was maintained ■, as alfo the 
majefty of Sovereignty, ever moft reverenced 
at a diftance. He thought too that the young 
Princes might evade fome demands of the 
foldiers, by referringthem to their father; and 
that if the mutineers (hould difobey Germani- . 
cus or Drufus, he was not without hopes of ap- 
peafing them by his own authority, oV of re- 
ducing them by force. But if once they con- 
temned their Emperor, what refc.urce was be- 
hind ? Such were Tiberius's thoughts. Not-, 
withstanding, thro' an inclination tor diffimu- 
lation, as well as to appear to gran: fometlnng 
to the defire of the Roman cirizti.s, he declar- 
ed his intention to fet out, he chofe jus attend- 
ants, provided his equipage, and prepared a 
fleet. But on pretence, fometim^s of the win- 
ter, fometimes of bufinefs, he continued at 
Rome ; and enjoyed the pleafure of deceiving 
the public. 
Cermanictn The German fedition was not however totally 
prepares to appealed. Two leeions, the fifth and twenty 

reduce by _ r fi . ° • 1 u 1 *.«r ' 

force two nnt, that were camped at a place called * Vetera, 

obftinite k- perfifted in their difobedience. Thefe were the 

■ Swim in moft guilty of all ; it was they that began the 

Jjjjf . troubles ; they that committed the greateft ex- 

cfewr. ceffes j and now, neither terrified by the pu- 

nifhment, nor reclaimed by the reformation of 

their comrades, they preferved all their fierce- 

nefs and audacity. Germanicus determined 

y At per Alios pariicr ailiri, majeflate fklva, cui major, 
e longinquo r< 
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therefore to ufe force againft them. He aflem- A. R.765. 
bled an army, and got a great many veffels to- ***•' c * '*• 
gether to go down die Rhine to them. 

But he took this refolution with regret, j^ h]Skn 
Therefore, before he put it in execution, being duteooflj 
willing to try a laft rejource, he wrote to Ceci- 1™Z££ 
na, who commanded the winter-quarters of the «*w&b «f 
mutinous legions, that he was coming with a cr 4^ 
powerful army, and that if he was not prevented 
by the punifhment of the feditious, he fhould 
put all to the i'word without diftin&ion, Ce- 
cina privately fends for the Eagle- bearers, En- 
ligns, and all who were beft affected ; reads to 
them the General's letter, and exhorts them to 
redeem themfelves from death, and their legions 
from infamy ; ■ reprefenting to them, that in 
peace reafon was heard and merit diftinguifhed, 
but in war, the innocent perilhed with the guilty. 
Thefe found their friends and acquaintance, and 
finding that the majority of the camp perfever- 
od in their duty, they, in concurrence with Ce- 
cina, fettle a time for putting to the fword the 
moft notorioufly feditious and criminal. 

Upon a particular fignal given, thofe whc 
had the word, rufh into the tents, and (laughter 
their comrades, who had no fuch apprehenfion ; 
nor was it known whence the mafiacre began 
or where it would end. " This was a kind of 

1 In pace caufas et merit a fpeftari ; ubi bellum ingruat, 
innocentes ac noxlos juita cadere. 

b Diveria omnium qua; unquam accidere civiliom armo- 
nun fades. Non prcelio, non adverfis e caftris, fed iifdera 
e cubilibus, quos limul vefcentes dies, fimol quictos DOX 
habuerat, difcedunt in partes, ingerunt tela. Clamor, 
vuinera, (unguis, palam, caufa inocculto : cetera fors regit: 
etqoidam bonorum cjefi, poftquam intellefto in quos fe-. 
viretur, peffimi quoque arma rapuerant. Neque Legatus 
aut Tribunus moderator adf'uit : permifla vulgo licentia, 

civil 
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A.R.76j. civil war diflerent from what had ever happen- 
«ft.C. 14- e d. The combatants made not two feparate 
bodies, nor came out of different camps. But 
thofe who had eat together in the day, and flept 
together part of the night, rife from the fame 
bed, and fall on one another as enemies. Out* 
■cries, wounds, and blood, were heard and feen; 
but riie caufe of them remained hid : a fortui- 
tous rage feemed to direct the action ; till the 
feditious, having at length difcovered that they 
were the perfons attacked, endeavoured to u- 
nite, and killed fomeof the loyalifts. No Lieu- 
tenant-general, no Tribune, moderated the 
(laughter ; it was abandoned to the fury of the 
loldiers, who left off when fated with deftruc ■ 
tion. Soon after this terrible maiTacre, Germa.- 
nicus arrived, afflicted and in tears*, who faid, 
that this was not the appearance of an execution, 
but of a defeat -, and ordered the bodies of the 
(lain to be burnt. 
Short **i ' The legions, ftill agitated by a mad rage, 
xSZZ™ 1 *' are feized with a paffion to go againft the ene- 
•B-inft the my, as an expiation of their crimes ; and per- 
Caaim - fuade themfelves that nothing but their own 
blood Ihed in an honorable caufe, could warn 
away the ftain of the blood of their comrades 
with which they were contaminated, and ap- 
peafe their angry ghofts. Tho' the feafon was 
far advanced, Germanicus fell in with their ar- 
dor i and laying a bridge on the Rhine, marched 

Mqae ulrio, « fatietas. Mox ingreffas callra Germanicus, 
iton mediciham illud, plurimis cum laaymis, led cladem 
sppellans, eremari corpora jabet. 

< Truces etiam turn animoa enpido involat cundi in Jiof- 
tem, piaculum furoris : nee aliter poffe placard commili- 
tonum manes, quam fi pefloribus impiis honefta vutnera 
accepi fieri t. 

over 



Digged by GoOgle 



TIBERIUS. 61 

over twelve thoufand foot detached from the A. R.765. 
four mutinous legions, fix and twenty auxili- be *-*'- 1 't" 
ary cohorts, making about the fame number, 
and about two thoufand four hundred horfe, di- 
vided into eight fquadrons. 
- The German army was not far off, enjoying 
at its eafe the vacation that the inteftine divi- 
fions of the Romans afforded it. Germanicus, 
having intelligence that the Germans were ce- 
lebrating a feftival with all the licentioufnefs 
and diforder ufual with Barbarians, made a 
forced march, and furprized them in the night. 
He found them ftupified with wine and Deep ; 
without corps-de-gardes, without fentries, with- 
out even the precautions neceffary in full peace. 
The carnage was great ; Germanicus extended 
himfelf over all the country of the Marfians, 
and ravaged with fire and fword afpace of fifty 
miles ; and deftroyed the temple of * Tanfana, 
a divinity much revered in thefe regions ; and 
all this was performed without the lofs of a Tin- 
gle man, becaufe he had to do with people ei- 
ther afleep or in flight, unarmed and defence- 
lefs. 

In his return, three German nations, the 
Bructeri, Ufipetes, and Tubantes, having 
united their forces, endeavoured to obftruft his 
march. They watched their time when the van 
of the Roman army was defiling croft a thick 
wood, and then they fell on the auxiliary co- 
horts that compofed its rear. Germanicus had 
forefeen this attack. He rides up to the twen- 
tieth legion, which was the neareft to the ac- 
tion, and exhorts it to efface the remembrance 

* It appears. t» bt tht d'wi- mmgtht Germans, as Sylva- 
mh ef the Ftrtfii, adored a- Bus <wai among lie Romans. 
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A.R.765.0F fidttioii. "Hafte, my friends, fays hey 
«ft.C. 14-hafte to obliterate your faults, by a glorious at- 
cbievement." Animated by thefe words, the 
legion advances againft the enemy, breaks 
them, and cuts molt of them to pieces. Mean 
while the Roman van palled the foreft, and for- 
tified a camp. The reft of the march was un- 
interrupted ■, andthefoldiers, pleated with their 
late expedition, and forgetful of their paft 
faults, went quietly into winter-quarters. 
TitwW> The news of thefe things, when they came 
{ShST** te Tiberius, gave him at once both joy and 
qiict. difquiet. He rejoiced that the fedition was 
fuppreiTedi but the manner of doing it dis- 
turbed him. He was alarmed at, and fufpici- 
ous of, the donatives and premature discharges, 
by which Germanicus had gained the affections 
3mt.rn.ts- °f ( hc foldiery. He was jealous of the glory 
that young Prince was acquiring in war. But 
above all, he apprehended in him a rival, who 
might, by feconding the inclination of the ar- 
mies, aipire to the Empire. He was i'o affected 
by this apprehenfion, that he counterfeited ill— 
nefs, to make Germanicus believe he had not 
long to wait. Nor did the modefty of a Prince, 
who had given fuch proofs of his fidelity, at 
all remove his fears -, becaufe, as Dion oblerves, 
knowing himfelt to be a great hypocrite, and 
the oppofite of what he publicly appeared to be, 
he thought other men were like him, and that 
none but weak people were fincere. 

He reported to the Senate, neverthelefs, an 
advantageous account of the feryices Ger- 
manicus had done the ftate, and greatly ap- 
plauded them, but in words too pompous and 
ftudiedto bethought dictated by his heart. He 
fpoke more modeftly of Drums, and of his 
addrefs 
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addrefs'in pacifying the {edition of Illyricum ; A.R.j$$. 
but the little he faid appeared natural and cor- aft - c - »4- 
. dial. He ratified, and extended to the Panno- 
nian legion's, all that Germanicus had granted 
to thofe he commanded ; an indulgence which 
did not at all fuit with Tiberius's genius ;. and 
which, as it was extorted by the circumftances 
of affairs, was not of long duration. 



SECT. H. 

Death of Julia, Augujlufs daughter. Sempronius 
Gracchus Jlain by Tiberius's order. Tiberius, 
naturally inclined to cruelty, conceals it under an 
appearance of great lenity and moderation. He 
tmnifejts great zeal for juftice. He does not op- 
prefs the nations. And affetis popularity. It 
was his dread of Germanicus that made him 
thus counterfeit. He permits profectttions for 
pretended treafons. Affair ofFalanius and Ru- 
brius. That of Granius Marcellus. Tiberius's 
well-judged liberality. He fimetimes couples it 
with feverity. Overflowing of the Tiber. Pro- 
jeft for turning the rivers thdt ran into it. A- 
- chaia and Macedonia becom/ provinces to Cefar. 
Tiberius's cuftom of continuing thofe in place he 
bad once put in. 2}rt(jus's vices. Tiberius leaves 
cff going to the games and fpellacles. 'Pajfwn 
of the Romans for pantomimes. Seditions. Re- 
gulation' on that fubjeft. Auguftufs legacy to 
the people difcbarged fomewhat late by Tiberius. 
Mslancboly fate of a pleafant fellow. The hun- 
dredth denarius continued. Revocation of the 
indulgences extorted by the feditious in Germany. 
German war. Germanicus' s expedition againft 

" • 4 the 
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the Catti. Segeftes hefitgtd by his countrymen 1 : 
Germanicus delivers him. Difcourfe of Segeftes 
to Germanicus. Arminius makes the Cberufcans 
and neighbouring nations 4ake up arms. Ger- 
manicus marches againft him. He pays the lafi , 
duties to the remains of Varus and his legions, 
itiberius blames him for it. Aiiion between the 
itomans and Germans, wherein the advantage is 
equal. Return of the Reman army. Four le- 
gions under the conduit of Cecina are in great 
danger ; but extricate tbemfehes by their valor. 
Falfe rumour of the entire defeat of tbefe legi- 
ons. Thoughts of breaking the bridge on the 
Rhine. Agrippina prevents it. Tiberius takes 
umbrage at Agrippina. Two legions under the 
conduit of P. ViteUius are in danger of being 
drowned. Germanicus's liberality and goodnefs.. 
He receives into favor Segimerus ana bis fon. 
He takes a refolution to tranfport all bis troops 
into Germany by fea. A fleet of a tboufand 
fail. Short expedition toward the Luppia. Em- 
barkation. Courfe of the fleet to the mouth of 
the Amifia. Converfation between Arminius and 
his brother Flavius, who ferved in the Roman 
army* Germanicus pajfes the Vefer. He fe- 
cretly informs btmfelf of bis foldiers difpqfiti- 
ens. Germanicus's dream. His harangue h 
the foldiers. Arminius encourages bis troops. 
Battle gained by the Remans. Second battle; 
wherein the Romans are again viclorious. Tro- 
phy. The Angrivarians fubmii. Return of the 
Rattans by fea. Storm. Difajter of the fleet. 
Germanicus's grief . His care to pick up bis fol- 
diers. Expeditions againft the Cations and 
Marfians. Fright of the Germans. Return 
of the legions into winter-quarters. Germani- 
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cus recalled. He has no fuetejfor in the chief com- 
mand of the legions in Germany. 

THIS year the unfortunate Julia, daughter A.R.765. 
of Auguftus, concluded a baniihment of^£-J+ 
fixteen years, by a death which want occafioned or j u ii» Auguf- 
at leaft accelerated. .However juftly her father t ^ i ^- 
was exafperated againft her, as he left her her t«. jhn. 
life, he rightly judged that he ought to provide \& TO< 
her a fubfrftence } and when he transferred her 50. 
from the ifle of Pandataria to the city of Rhegi- 
um, he gave her that town for her prifon. Ti- . 
berius, who had formerly interceded for her, was 
no fooner fole mafter, than he cut off her alimen- 
tary penfion -, under an unworthy pretence that 
there was no mention made «f it in Auguftus's 
will : he alfo confined her to her houfe, where 
me was kept clofe prifoner. Thus Julia, an Era- 

■ peror's daughter, and wife, was in want of necef- 
faries, and dyed almofl: of hunger ; and her 
mournful fate, tho' merited by her horrible ir- 
regularities, railed neverthelefs a fpirit of indig- 
nation againft him who violated, with refpecT: to 
her, all the rights of humanity. 

One of her corrupters perilhed about the Semfmnhw 
fame time by the fword : A man, who joined to aiiabf ^ 
the advantage of a great family, an eafy wit and berius'. «- 

' an eloquence which he made no good ufe of. 
Sempronius Gracchus had begun an adulterous 
intercourfe with Julia, while me was Agrippa's 
wife. Conftant in iniquity, he did not break off 
the intrigue after her marriage with Tiberius. 
He even let the Princefs againft her huiband ; 
and 'twas thought that a letter written by Julia to 
Auguftus, wherein me complained bitterly of 
Tiberius, was dictated by Gracchus. Hethere- 
Vol. II. F . fore 
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A. R.765. fope defcrved the bamihrrient Auguftus condem- 
"*• '+• ned him to. He was tranfported to the ifle of 
Cercina, near Africa ; where he bore his long 
exile with refolution ; and fliewed great fpirit in 
his death. The foldiers fent to kill him found 
him on the fliore full of melancholy reflections, 
and in expectation of the approaching misfortune. 
He defired of them a fhort refpitc, in order to 
acquaint his wife AUiaria with his laft intentions 
by letter ; after which he prefented them his 
throat, and received the mortal blow with a con- 
ftancy, fays Tacitus w , in death, not unworthy of 
the Sempronian name, tho' in his life he had de- 
generated. According to fome authors, the fol- 
diers that flew him came not directly from Rome, 
but were fent by L. Afprenas, Proconful of 
Africa, by order of Tiberius, who hoped to have 
call on Afprenas the imputation ofGracchus's 
death. And truly this little finefle is of a piece 
with the reft of this Prince's proceedings. 
Tit*™., Thus Tiberius began to difclofe his bent to 

Sb^uo'"' cruelty, which had appeared in his infancy, as 
cruelty,™*- m ay be proved by the celebrated faying of his 
der»n\p"" tutor, who, to exprefs the meannefs and bloody 
peiran« of difpofition of his pupil, defined him, * a piece 
T£n£iai- of clay moiftened with blood. He concealed it 
tion. however in the beginning of his reign, and op- 

pofed to the atSs of inhumanity I have related, a 
conduct in other refpects extremely moderate, 
and which would have been very laudable if his 
fentiments had concurred with appearances. 
s*it. 77*. Enemy to flattery and cringing fertilities, he 
»7. Dm. 1. differed no Senator to attend his litter, either by 

w Conftantia moms haud indignns Sempronio nomine j 
vita degeneraverat. Tee. i. 53. 

1 iiJiiv.i uifuiit vupvyutm. Suet. Tib, 57. 

1 way 
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way of company or bufinefs. If in converfation A. 11.76$. 
or fet difcourfes terras of adulation were beftow- *"■ *"■ '+■ 
ed on him, he interrupted the fpeakers, and o- 
bliged them to change their ftyle. Thus one 
having called him Mafter or Lord, (a title he 
would never admit of, as I have faid) he told him, 
that he took that pretended refpe&ful expreffion 
as an affront, and ordered him to leave it off. 
Another ftyling his occupation /acred or divine, 
he bade him fay laborious. A perion who told the 
' Senate he came there by his order, was obliged 
to alter his expreffion and fubftitute, by his ad- 
vice, y The proper manner therefore of treating 
this Prince was very difficult to be attained, as 
he feared liberty and hated flattery. 

This feverity with refpect to adulation was-the 
■ more remarkable, as he himfelf went almoft be- 
yond the bounds of politenefi in the terms and 
turns he ufed to the Senate and its particular mem- 
bers. Once when he gave an opinion contrary to 
that of Haterius, « Prayexcufe me, fays he, if as 
a fenator I combat your fentiments with freedom." 
And to the Senate, in a body, he thus exprefled 
himfelf: ■ " I have often faid, Fathers, that a 
Prince inverted by you with fuch unlimited pow- 
er, if he will govern well, ought to be the flave 
of the Senate, the (bate, and even fometimes of 
particulars. This I have faid, and don't repent 
of it. For I have always found, and yet find, 

y Uncle augtiHa et Iubrica oratio fob principe qui liberta- 
tem metuebat, adulatkmem oderat. Tac.Jmt. li. 87. 

1 Dixi et nunc et faejie alias, P. C. bonum et falutarem 
Principem, quern voa tanta et tarn libera poteftate inftruxiftis, 
Senatui fervire debeie,' et univerfis civibos fepe, et plerum-* 
que etiam fingulis -. neque id dixiffe me pcenitet ; et bonoe et 
Kquosetfaventei vothabuidominos, et adhuc habeo. Siut, 

..' you 
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A.R.76;. you good, juft, and indulgent matters." He 
*ft. L". t4. j^ tOQ muc h t0 De believed. 

Yet it muft be conrefled that he exceeded mere 
words, and that he allowed the Senate and Ma- 
gistrates the exercife of their authority. On e- 
very affair, whether of great or fmall importance, 
public or private, he confulted the Senate ; whe- 
ther about impositions or finances, public works 
to be made or reftored, the levy and difcharge of 
troops, the quartering of the legions and auxili- 
aries, the choice of generals, the continuation of 
governours of provinces, the anfwers to the let- 
ters of foreign Kings, or the ceremonial to be ob- 
ferved to them. And he permitted them to make 
decrees contrary to his opinion. Suetonius ob- 
serves, that on an occafion where the fentiments 
were divided, Tiberius going over to the minority 
was followed by nobody. He always entered the 
, Senate unattended and alone ; and if on account 

of indifpofition he came in a chair, he difmified 
his train when he 'came to the porch of the Senate- 
houfe. 

ta«<. If affairs required difpatch, or were too incon- 

fiderable to be brought before the Senate, he 
would not then determine them alone. He re- 
ceived the deputations and petitions of the cities 
and provinces affilted by a council of Senators; 
and this he conftituted of fuch, as having com- 
manded in the place in queftion, were beft ac- 
quainted with its concerns. 

s "** ] Tis not fufficient to fay that he had a great 

regard for the Confuls ; he paid them the utmoft 
deference, riling up when they came near him, 
and giving them the wall. At the entertain- 
ments of ceremony that he gave them, he receiv- 
ed them at the door of his apartment, and recon- 
ducted them there when they went away. Nay, 
he 
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he left them fo much Authority, that fome de- A.R. 7 6j, 
puties from Africa came and complained to them, aft - c - ' 4- 
" That Cefar, to whom they were fent, would 
not difpatch their bufinefs." 

He endeavoured to appear to defire that all OA». 
who had places mould enjoy their rights. ' Some 
perfons of confular dignity that commanded ar-. 
mies having written to him an account of their 
exploits, he reproached them for not addreffing 
themfelves to the Senate, according to ancient 
cuftom. If they confulted him about certain 
military prefents 1 , the diftribution whereof they re- 
ferved to him, he complained that they were un- 
acquainted with the extent of their power, which 
made them the difpofers of all fuch recompenies. 
He commended a Pretor, who the 'firft day of 
his employment had affembled the people, to put 
them in mind (as ufed to be done under the Re- 
publican government) of the fervices of his an- 
ceftors. 

Hemanifeftedgreatzealforjuftice^ and watch- Hemtm. 
ed it himfelf. He frequented the tribunals in- *ai^j!!r- 
cog. that he might not take from the Pretor his tic*, 
place of Prefident ; and heard the pleadings. If 
he perceived, or had been informed, that the 
judges were biaffed by favour or affection, he re- 
formed them by his advice and exhortation . Ta- 
citus obferves, that" by thus interring juftice, he 
hurt liberty: a peevifh reflection, whichfetsina 
bad light a molt laudable conduct. 

He took care that the nations ihould not be He fart 
opprefled by too burthenfome imports. ■Emilius ^™^ the 
Rectus, Prefect of Egypt, having tranfmitted to d™. 
the imperial trcafury a greater fum of money than 

a Dum veritati confulitur, libertas corrumpebatur. Tac. 
4im- '• 75. 

F 3 his 
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A. R.76;. his province was obliged to furnifh, Tiberius, 
«t-C. 14. jnftead of thanking him for it, wrote to him b , 
" That fheep lhould be fhear'd, but not fkin'd." 
He sffrfis He bent his natural hautinefs and arrogance to 
£«». *** popularity : by frequenting the games and fpec- 
tacles, that he might feem to partake of the di- 
versions of the people ; by being of eafy accefs ; 
by vifiting his friends without guards or ftate, and 
by interefting himfelf in their affairs, follicitihg 
for them when they had fuits, and being prefent 
at their domeftic entertainments ; in a word, by 
bringing himfelf almoft to a level with private 
citizens ; and by relerving the part of the Prince 
and Emperor for public oocafions. 
•Twufci The union of all thefe good qualities would 
4m*a <■( feem t;o conftitute an accomplilhea Prince. But 
d>itmadc 'twas only TiberiusY dread ofGermanicus that 
himihui made him ftrive to make his government palata- 
eountt at. y e> p^ e himfelf did not love virtue i but he* 
made ufe of it as an expedient to fupport him- 
felf againft the popularity of one whom he confi- 
dered as a rival. To him may be applied what 
Horace fays, " c That he was a fubtle fox that 
counterfeited the generous procedure of a lion." 
And time unmafked him ; and altogether undid 
his good and laudable outfet. But this change 
was effected by degrees, and long preparation. 
"We may confider it as begun, tho' with great 
caution, from the confullhip of his fon Drufua 
and Norbanus, who entered on their office with-- 
in five months of Auguftus's death. 

b Boni paftoris effe tondere pecus, non deglubcre. Satf; 

Tib. J2. 

c Aftuta ingenuum vulpes jmitata leonem. 

■ - Her. Sat. il. 3. 

Prvsus 
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Drusus Cesar. A.R.766..' 

C. NORBANUS FLACCUS. aft. C. 15. 

Under thefe Confuls Tiberius permitted profc- He permit* 
cutions for pretended reafons in frivolous cafes, g™*?L 
wherein there was nothing ferious except the ma- tntUua. 
lice of the informers. He at firft affected to dcf- !"'£?' '* 
pife the reflections call on him j and often faid, Til- %%' 
* That in a free ftate men's thoughts and tongues 
ought to be_free. He even explained himfelf on 
this head in the Senate, in a moft modeft manner. 
*' If any one, faid he, cenfure my conduct, Iwill 
give him an account of the principles I act by j 
and if, after fuch an explanation, he periift in 
doing it, I mall return enmity for enmity." 
Some Senators, thro' flattery, or in concert with 
him, having moved, that the Senate fliould take 
cognizance of fuch words and actions as were 
contrary to the refpect due to the majefty of the 
Prince i he anfwered; "'We have not leifure , 
enough to embark in this new fpecies of bufinefs. 
If once you introduce fuch profecutions, you will 
have nothing elfe to do. Everyone will take 
this method to ruin his enemy." *Twas impofli- 
ble, as Mr. de Tillemont obferves, to predict 
with greater truth the horrible mifchief he him- 
felf was about to do. 

'Tis true, that he was exafperated beyond pa- &*. m. 
tience by the rafhnefsof fome petulant wits, who "■ 
difperfed about Rome the moft injurious fatires 
againft him. They therein told him, " f You 

' Subinde jaflabat, in civitate libera linguam mentemque 
liberaffe debere. Suit. 

* Non tantum otii habemus, nt implicare nos pluribua nego- 
tiia dcbeamus. Si haiic feneftram aperueritis, nihil aliud agi 
finetis ; omnium inimicitix hoc prxcextu ad vos deferentur. 
f Afper et immitis. Brevittr vit omnia dicam ? 
Difpexeam fi tc Mater amare poteft, 

F 4 zrs 
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A. R-766. are harm and auftere •, and to fum up your cha- 
"**■ " '5- rafter in one word -, your very mother can't love 
you." His bias to cruelty had fhewn itfelf, as- 
we have feen, by the violent deaths of Agrippa, 
Pofthumus, and Gracchus, and his inhumanity 
to Julia. He alfo loved wine much, and had 
been guilty of great excefs that way. A poet, 
uniting thefe two vices, faid of him : e " He 
difdains wine becaufe he thirfts after blood. And 
he drinks human blood in as great quantities as 
he formerly did wine." They alfo reproached 
him with his retreat to, and fort of exile at, 
Rhodes; and, having cited the examples of Syl- 
la, Marius, and Anthony, who, fowered by their 
difgraces, had killed, So many citizens at their re- 
turn to Roitie, they added : h " Rome is un- 
done. What can you expecl but a bloody reign 
from one who comes from baniihment to the 
throne," 
Tic. Tiberius's affected moderation could not hold 

out againft this unbridled licentioufnefs ; he en- 
deavoured to put a flop thereto by feverity ; and 
the Pretor Pomptius Macer having afked him, 
if he was to take cognizance of accufations of 
treafon, he anfwered, that he mould do juftice 
and fee the laws executed. However, he did not 
at once carry things to extremities ; and in fome 
of the firft of thefe affairs is only to be blamed for 
having fuffercd to be treated ferioufly fuch ac- 
cufations as only deferved contempt. 
Affair of Falanius and Rubrius were accufed before the 

vriRubriu. Senate as guilty of irreverence towards the majef- 

8 Faftidit vinum, quia jam fititille craorem. 

Tam bibit hunc avide quam bibit ante merom. 

" ■ Roma pent. Regnabit languinc multo 

Ad regnum quiiijuis veuitab cxiho. 
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ty and divinity of Auguftus : the firft, becaufe A.R.76 6 . 
in the celebration of the feftivals that were fo)em- **"'■ c - ■ ?• 
nifed from houfe to houfe in honour of this deifi- 
ed Prince, he had admitted among the minifters 
of the worfhip- a player, named Caffius, of infa- 
mous life •, and alfo, becaufe he had fold together 
with his gardens a ftatue of Auguftus that was in 
them. To Rubrius was imputed, that he had 
fworn falfely by the name of Auguftus. The 
Confuls wanted to know the Emperor's mind a- • 

bout crimes of lb new a fpecies. He, being ab- 
fcnt, anfwered them in writing ; " That heaven 
had not been decreed to his father, to enfnare the 
Roman citizens. That the Pantomime Caffius 
had been employed by his mother in the inter- 
ludes celebrated by her in Auguftus's honor. 
That his ftatues, like thofe of the other divinities, 
might, without hurting religion, be comprehend- 
ed in the fale of houfes and gardens. That as to 
the fwearing falfely by his name, to profane 
Auguftus's or Jupiter's was but the fame ; and ' 
the Gods alone were to avenge the injuries done 
to the Gods." He could not have given a more 
moderate or more equitable anfwer. But the ac- , 

cufation had been admitted, and the example 
let. 

Another followed foon after. Granius Mar- Aflairor 
cellus, governour of Bithynia was accufed of £™ uus 
high-treafon by his Queftor Cepio Crifpinus L i 

1 Dcorum injurias diis cure. 

k Qui formam vita: iniit quam poftea celebrem m'iferia; tern- 
riorum & audacis hominum fecerunt. Nam egens, ignotus, 
inquies, dum occultis libellis tievitix principis adrepit, moi 
clariffimo cuique periculnm faceffit, potentiam apud unuai, 
odium apud omncs adeptus, dedit exemplum, quodfecuti ex 
pauperibus divites, ex contemptis metuendi, pemiciem aliis, 
ac poltremum ubi, invencrc. 

who, 
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A.R.766. w ho, fays Tacitus, firft opened away which the 
s * mifery of the time and the audacity of troublefome 
■ people made trite and beaten. He was an ob- 
fcure man, poor, ambitious and reftlefs j and by 
gratifying by fecret informations the fanguinary 
inclination of the Prince, and thus endangering 
the firft perfons in Rome, he acquired the favour 
of one, and the hatred of all : nor wanted he fol- 
lowers, who, like him, from poverty become 
rich, and as dreadful as they were once contemp- . 
tible ; and who dug for others a pit into which 
they at laft fell themfelves. 

Crifpinus accufed Marcellus of fpeaking ill of 
Tiberius ; and he gave the accufed an inevitable 
blow, by felecting all that was bad in the Prince's 
character, and making it the fubject of Marcel- 
lus's criticifms. For it was eafily believed to have 
been fpoken, becaufe. it was true. 

Romanus Hifpo, who acted as fecond to the 
principal accufer, added, that the ftatue of Mar- 
cellus was by him placed higher than thofe of the 
Cefars ; and that, having taken off the head of 
a ftatue of Auguftus, he had in the room of it fet 
that of Tiberius. 

The Emperor, doubtlefc, fuffered greatly in 
hearing the cenfure of himfelf related -, yet he 
contained himfelf. But this laft grievance giv- 
ing his anger an opportunity to ftiew itfelf, as it 
ieemed more to affect Auguftus than himfelf, he 
fell into a violent paflion. He declared that in 
this affair he would himfelf give his vote, under 
an oath to obferve juftice. ' There remained, even 
then, fays Tacitus, fome traces of departed liber- 
ty. Hence Cn. Pifo addreffed him, " In what 
place, Cefar, fays he, will you choofe to give your 
opinion? If firft, I ihall know what, to do. If 
1 Manebant eriam turn vcftigia morientis libcrtatis. 

laft, 
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laft, I fear Imay unwillingly differ from you." A. F..766. 
This reprefentation made Tiberius alhamed of aftC -'S- 
his tranfport. He grew cool, and fuffered Mar- 
cellus to be acquitted of high-treafon. Hewas 
alfo accufed of extortion. But that was referred 
to die ordinary judges, as ufual. 

About this time Tiberius did fome well-placed Tib™™'. 
and truly laudable afts of generofity. Aurelius J^SST* 
Pius, a Senator, complained to the Senate, that 
his houfe had fuffered much from fome public 
works that had been done for a road and an aque- 
duct, and defiled to be indemnified. This the 
Pretors, who managed the treafury, oppofed j 
but the Emperor relieved him, and ordered him 
the price of his houfe. " For he was fond, fays 
Tacitus, of being liberal upon honeft occafions : 
a virtue which he Ipng retained after he' had a- 
bandoned all others. Of this we have another 
proof. 

Propertius Ce,ler, once Pretor, defiring leave - 
to refign the dignity of Senator, which was bur- 
thenfome to him ; Tiberius, who knew that his 
poverty was not occaiioned by this bad conduct, 
but derived from his father, prefented him with 
a million' of fefterces. 

This proved a bait for others to try the fame ^ &niI _ 
refource who had not fo good a title. M. Allius, timw «»- 
who had formerly been Pretor too, but had dif- ^^J*'* 
fipated his fubftance in debaucheries, petitioned &>.**#. 
the Emperor to pay his debts. Tiberius was a- "/■"•'■ 
ware of the confequences, and demanded of Al- 
lius a ftate of his debts, and a lift of his creditors. 
AHius, who was not eafily put out of countenance, 
and was very defirous to be made eafy at any price, 
did as he was ordered : and Tiberius gave him a 

" Erogands per honefta pecuniae cupient : quam virtutem 
diftretinoit, qa»m ccterat uneret. 

draught 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



7 6 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A. R.766. draught on his treafurer payable to Allius the pro- 
■*•«■ ■*• digal. ■ V 

His reafon for mixing this bitternefs with the 
benefit was, to prevent his being fatigued by fuch 
requefts, which he thought indecent to grant, 
and hard to refufe. And accordingly many pre- 
ferred poverty and filence to relief with ignominy. 
Others, who were hardier, were forced to fubmit 
to the fame conditions as Allius. 

Tacitus and Seneca condemn the feverity of 
this conduct of Tiberius. But, would it have 
been more good-natured to haverefufed? and 
thofe who could fubmit to fuch infamy deferved 
to undergo it. Tiberius's harfh and favage tem- 
per has difcredited actions which in a Prince of a 
different character would perhaps have been 
confidered as a wife mixture of indulgence and fe- 
verity. 
overflowing An extraordinary overflowing of the Tiber 
of tbeTi- made this year great havoc in Rome by deftroy- 
Pttjeafo, ingofhoufesanddrowningofmen. 'Twascon- 
torning the fidered as a prodigy ; and Afinius Gallus pro- 
H^Cwic pofed in the Senate, toconfuk thereupon the Si- 
t«. i.76. bylline books. " But Tiberius oppofed it; equal- 
79 ' ly, fays Tacitus, fmothering all enquiries whe- 

ther into human or divine matters. And he 
judged certainly better than Gallus, and took bet- 
ter meafures, for he appointed two Senators, Ar- 
runtius and Ateius Capito, commiflaries to con- 
fider of means to prevent the like difafter for the 
future. 

The refult of their examination and enquiry 
was a project to turn the rivers and lakes that ran 
into the Tiber. The countries and cities that 
were to be affected by the alteration, fomeof 
•whom were apprehenfive of being deprived of 
Remit Tiberius, perinde divinahumanaqueobtegens. 
water, 
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water, and others of being drowned, made vigo- A. R.76S. 
rous remonftrances. So that after much exami- kftc - '5- 
nation for and againft the project, 'twas refolved 
to let things remain as they were. 

A long time after another expedient was **■ *>• 
thought of. It appears by a paffage of Pliny the '" u ' ' 7 " 
younger, that Trajan, or Nerva his predeceflor, 
dug a bafon to receive the water of the Tiber, 
when it overflowed. But human remedies are 
weak barriers againft the laws of nature. The 
Tiber is in a manner a torrent, which muft inevi- 
tably be fubject to fudden increafes when die 
Apennine fnows begin to thaw. , 

Achaia and Macedonia, that were under the *«*«» «i 
jurifdi&ion of the people and governed by Pro- become pn>- 
confuls, being overburthened, were ordered to»in«sto 
be fubje&ed to the Emperor. Which feemsto \.££*~ 
prove that Cefar's provinces, as they were, called, 
were better treated than thofe of the people. Ti- 
berius accordingly conferred the government of 
Achaia and Macedonia on Poppeus Sabinus, 
continuing him alio in that of Mefia. 

Tiberius made a practice of continuing thofe in ^i*™**! 
place he had once put in. And this he did either continuing 
thro' indolence, to fpare himfelf the trouble ofa tl,of «™P 1 " CB 
new deliberation and choice ; or thro' diffidence. p „cin. 
p For the fineffe of his views made him difficult 
and flow to determine. He did not love emi- 
nent virtue, yet hated vice. From great geni- 
us's he apprehended danger to himlelf, and From 
weak people difgrace to the public. Thus per-. 

t Sunt qui exiftiment, ut callidum ejus ingenium, ita an- 
xiumjndicium. Nequecnim eminentis virtutes infeQabacur, 
& rurius vitia oderat : ex optimis periculum iibi, a peflitni* 
dedecus publicum, metuebat. Qua hsiitatione poftremo 
eo proveftus eft, at maadaverit quibufdam provincias quo* 
egrcdi ur be non erat paffurus. Tec, Ann. i. 80. 

plexed 
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A. R.766. plexed and irrefolute, he even fomeumes commit- 
•ft. C. 1 5. te j f ore ig n governments to thofe whom he never 

meant to fuffer to depart from Rome. 
Diufm'i Drufus gave this year, in his own name and 

*'■**■ that of his brother Germanicus, the entertain- 
ment of gladiators* and prefided at it. The peo- 
ple, who obferve accurately all the indications of 
a temper that is one day to govern them, remark- 
ed with dread, that the young Prince took too 
much pleafure in the cruel fpectacle, and too ea- 
gerly feafted his eyes with the blood of the 
wretches who mutually butchered one another. 
And he was reproved for ii by his father. 
Am. Lhii. Drufus, if we believe Dion, by no means pro- 
milcd, in cafe he had come to the Empire, to 
make the people happy. This hiftorian makes 
him thoroughly vicious ■, cruel, fcandaloufly de- 
bauched, intemperate in eating and drinking, and 
choleric to fuch a degree as to commit fometimes 
all forts of violences. He would have been his 
father unmaflted. But this account wants per- 
haps tome limitation, as we mall obferve here- 
after. 
Tibcriui Tiberius was not prefent at the lhew exhibited 

j^2&°" by his fon. People had fo bad an opinion of him 
tames ami that there were thoie, who thought the realbn of 
^ t " clM * his abfence was to give Drufus an opportunity of 
Ihewing what he was to the people, and of ac- 
quiring thereby their hatred. But however dif- 
pofed Tacitus is to judge uufavourably of Tibe- 
rius, he rejects this fufpicion as deflritute of pro- 
bability. He rather thinks that his gloomy tem- 
per made him lhun great affemblies. He at firft 
put a force on himfelf by appearing there, after 
Auguftus's example. But nothing was more op- 
pofite than his dry difdainful manner, and the 
affable popular air of his predeceffor. This he 
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was aware of, and therefore avoided a difadvan- ■*■ R.766. 
tageous companion. *^ c " '5* 

And this was his motive, for he will never be piffi«ofthe 
fufpe&ed to have abfented himfelf thro' humanity J^IShi 
from thofe bloody entertainments ; nor was it sedition.. 
zeal for purity of manners which hindered him ^^f " 
from favouring, as Auguftus did, the licentious fobjea. 
theatre This licentioufnefs was at this time car- 
ried to great excefs by the * Pantomimes, whofe 
marvellous but corruptive art intoxicated the Ro- 
mans. This art, produced in the preceding 
reign, brought into vogue by Mecenas, and pa- 
tronized by Auguftus thro' liking and policy, 
was in fuch favour, that the fchools of the inven- 
ters, Pylades and Bathyllus, kept up for feveral 
ages an uninterrupted fuccelBon of matters and 
difciples. The love of the Romans for thefe 
fpeaking geftures and dumb language was car- 
ried, as I have laid, to intoxication and madnefs. ' 
They efpoufed the quarrels of thefe players ; they 
put themfelves into paflions about the preference 
of one to another j they divided into contrary fac- 
tions, and even raifed fuch feditions at thefe fpec- 
tacles, that the government was forced to inter- 
fere. 

The preceding year a difturbance of this fort t«. ;. 54, 
happened at the Auguftal games. But Tiberius 
took no notice of it -, not daring yet to treat the 
people feverely, as they had been tenderly ufed 
by Auguftus. This impunity occafioned ano- 77. 
ther diforder this year that was more violent than 
the other. There was even blood fpilt. Not 
only fome of the populace were killed ; but in 

* The reader may find many fur la Pcinture & la Poefie da 
1 particular! about thtft 1' AbbeDubos, p. iii. $ 16. 

the 
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A. R. 766. the endeavor of the troops that guarded the thest- 
mft. C. 1 j. tre to hinder the tumult, and fecond the magif- 
trates whom the multitude hallooed and outrag- 
ed, a Centurion and feveral foldiers loft their lives 
and aTribune of a Pretorian cohort was wound- 
ed. 

This riot was canvafled in the Senate ; and 
fome were for impowering the Pretors to whip the 
players, as had been formerly done. Haterius 
Agrippa, Tribune of the people, oppofed it ; and 
was iharply reprimanded by Afmius Callus. 
Tiberius, who was prefenr, kept a profound fi- 
lence -, allowing the Senate, fays Tacitus, thefe 
empty appearances of liberty. The Tribune's op- 
position however prevailed, becaufc it was con- 
formable to Auguftus's ordinances, which had 
in many things reftrained the power of the ma- 
giftrates over the players. And Auguftus's will 
was a law to Tiberius, who affected to refpect his 
lighteft words. 

A regulation therefore was only made ; and 
it mews how far the abufes of this kind were car- 
ried. By it the wages of the players were limit- 
ed, which the madnefs of the times had made 
exceilive. The Senators were forbid going into 
the fchools of Pantomimes, and the Knights 
attending them abroad ; they were not to play in 
private houfes ; and laftly, the Pretors had a pow- 
er given them over the fpeftators, which was re- 
fufed them over the players, and were allowed 
to punilh by banilhment fuch of the audience 
as mould make a difturbance during the perform- 
ance. * 
AoEoiius'i Tiberius had not hurried himfelf about pay- 
H?Tp'top]« m S Auguftus's legacy of three hundred fefterces 
aifchLged to each Roman citizen. A pleafent fellow ima- 
ut^Tibc- gined an expedient to haften him, which coft 
tins. him 
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him dear. Seeing a corpfe crofs the Forum, he a.r. 766. 
went iip to it, and whifpered fomething in it's ear : Jjjj,^^" 
and, when many aiked him what he had faid to &k of ■ y 
the dead body, he anfwered, that he had com- fj" 6 *^* 
miffioncd him co acquaint Auguftus, that them 57. 
Romans were not yet paid the money bequeathed 
them by his will. Tiberius did not approve of 
this joke i and ordered the wit to be brought be- 
fore him, to whom he paid his three hundred 
lefterces, and then fent trim to execution ; defir-- 
ing him, to.deliver with his own-mouth his mef- 
fage to Auguftus. This was revenging cruelly, 
a pleafantry which deferved only a light punifh- 
ment. And Tiberius acknowledged the fellow 
not to be altogether in the wrong, by paying 
foon after what he owed the people. 

But he paid no regard to the complaints of t^ j, dtt , 
the people about the tax of the hundredth dena- d . reJth d f n| - 
rius, which was laid on every thing that 'was fold. ^'"rV 
On the contrary, he publilhed a declaration, in ™*ion of 
which he affirmed, that this tax was neceffary to gcnm «- 
make the fund for the expences of wars that was t°" c . d b r. th * 
cftablifhed by Auguftus. He alfo laid hold of G«m^j/ 
this opportunity, to aboliih the indulgence of T *- L 7 8 ' 
. Veterancy at fixteen years, which had been ex- 
torted by the feditious in Germany and Panno- 
nia ■, and he reftored the ordinances that made 
twenty years fervice the condition of that privi- 
lege-, protefting, that otherwife the ftate could 
not fupport the expence of the armies it kept on 
foot. It is not faid, that the legions murmured 
at having that revoked, , which they had acquired 
by fuch fury. Their tranfport was over •, and 
thofe in Germany in particular, did not the lefs 
do their duty againft the enemy ; as I am going 
to relate. 

Vol. IL G A tri- 
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A. R.766. A triumph had been decreed Gcrmanicus, tho* 
jS^l**' the war was far from finiihed ; but he was will- 
«-!-. Ger- ing to merit it -, and knowing that there was a 
1™*^'** difference between Arminius and Segeftes, two 
agum u* Chiefs of the Cherufci, he haftened to make 
%£*2^.i u fe °f the opportunity, by making early in the 
a' fpring a fudden irruption into Germany. 

We have faid, that Segeftes had given Varus 
advice of the defigns and plot of Arminius, 
tho' he was not credited. After the difafter of 
that unfortunate General, and of his three legi- 
ons, Segeftes was carried away by the unanimous 
revolt of his whole nation againft the Romans. 
But he was never reconciled to Arminius : on 
the contrary, ' their hatred had been heightened, 
by the injury Arminius did him, by carrying 
away and marrying his daughter againft his con 
fent when betrothed to another. Become there- 
fore more implacable enemies, fince they flood 
in, the relation of father and fon-in-law, that 
which is ufually a bond of friendlhip, ftimulated 
afrefh the refentment of two men who could not 
endure one another. 

While this difienfion divided and weakened 
the forces of the Cherufci, Germanicus enter- 
ed the territories of the Catti, their allies, 
with four legions and numerous auxiliaries. The 
Catti expected nothing lefs than this invafion : 
fo that all who were defencelefs thro' fex or age, 
were taken or killed. Their youth fwam over 
the Adrana, now the Eder, and attempted to 
hinder die Romans from paffing it. But their ef- 
forts were vain ; and they obliged to furrender 

1 Auflis privatim odiis, quod Arminius filiam ejus alii 
pa&am rapuerat, gener invifus inimici foceri: quieque apud 
Concordes vincula caritatis, incitajnenta iraruin apud infcn- 
fot, erant. 

0* 
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br dlfperfe. Germanicus, now mailer of the A.R. 766. 
country, ravaged it ; and burnt * Mattium, the *&£ji£ 
capital j without any oppofition. For to keep E ioed to be 
the neighbouring nations quiet, he had fent a- Mar t aar l- 
mong them four legions under the command of 
Cedna. 

This expedition over, he returned towards Se g en« w- 
the Rhine ; and his march was not difturbed by fie8 *i!l his 

1 ■ i~ > • < < ■ n- countrymen, 

the enemy, who were terrified, nor by the dim- and deii™. 
culty of the ways, about which he had taken pro- ff r „L^ t * 
per precautions. For tho* he fet out in a dry 
leafon, he did not truft to it, as k is rare in the 
German climate ; but being apprehenfive of the 
rain and waters in his return, he left behind hint 
L. Apronius with fome troops, who was to take 
all poffible care to make the roads practicable and 
convenient. 

While he was on his march, Deputies arrived 
from Segeftes, imploring his affiftance againft 
Arminius's faction, who held him befieged, and 
in great ftreights. He, it feems, had angered 
his countrymen by difliiading war -, whereas Ar- 
minius, who was fierce and enterprifing, and ever 
talking of preferving liberty, and repulfing fla- 
very, Was greatly liked by thefe barbarians. A- 
mong Segeftes's Deputies, was his (on Segimun- 
dus, who had not without fome fear, put him- 
felf once more into the power of the Romans, 
whom he had greatly offended at the time of the 
defe&ion of the Germans, and the difafter of 
Varus. For having been created Prieft of the 
altar confecrated to Auguftus by the Ubians, he 
had torn his facerdotal robes, and joined the re- 
bels. Germanicus, however, received him gra- 
cioufiy, and fent him with an efcort over the 
Rhine. He granted Segeftes's fuir, and made 
no difficulty of going back again to his afliftance ; 
G % attacked 
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A.R. 766. attacked his befiegers, and forced them to raife 

ift.C.i S . thefiege. 

Segeftes came out of the place with a great 
number of his relations and dependents, who had 
followed him. There were alfo with him fome 
illuftrious women, and among thefe his daugh- 
ter *, Arminius's wife ', who was big with child, ■ 
and more conformable in her fentiments to her 
hufband than her father. She, when Ihe appear- 
ed before Germanicus, difdained to fhed tears or 
ufe fubmiflive intreaties, but, keeping a profound 
filence, kept her arms acrofs her breaft, and her 
eyes fixt on her pregnant womb. Segeftes at the 
head of this company, of faperior ftature, and 
with the confidence of an old and faithful ally, 
exprefied himfelf in thefe words. 

" b This is not the firft day of my proving an 
inviolable attachment to the Roman people. 
From the moment I was prefented by the deified 
Auguftus with the freedom of the city, I have 
had no friends or enemies but youfs. Not that 
I dilown or hate my country (for traitors are o- 
dious even to thofe they ferve) but that the in- 
tereft of Rome and Germany feem to me the 
. ._, fame, and that I prefer peace to war. From 
thefe motives I accufed before Varus the ravilher 

• the name of Atpiinius'a tate in thefextefStr&bo.l.vii. 
Viift ivat, if thert is ra mf- Thuftielda. 

» Inerant femins nobiles, inter' quas uxor Arminii, ea- 
demque iilia Segeflis, matiti magis quatn patris animo, ne- 

2ue vifta in lacrymas, neque voce fupplex, compreffis intra ' 
num manibus gravidum uterum intuens. tat. i. 5 y. 
b Non bic mihi primus erga populum Romanum fidei et 
conftantia dies. Ex quo a divo Augufto civitate donates 
i'um, amicos inimicofque ex veftris ur.ilitatibus diligi : neque 
. odio patria;, (quippe prodi tores etiam iis quos anteponunt in- 
vifi funt; verum quia Romania Germanifquc idem condu- . 
cere, et pacem quam bellum probabam. 

of 
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of my daughter, and the treaty-breaker; and A. £.766. 
finding that indolent General was going to ruin ■*■ Ci l 5" 
himfelf by his delays, I preffed him to arreft us 
all, Arminius, his accomplices, and myfelf firft. 
Witnefs this, thou fatal night, the laft of Varus ! 
Why was k not my laft too ? The conduct which 
the circumftances of affairs have obliged me to 
purfue fince, is more to be lamented than jufti- 
fied. Yet have I caft Arminius into irons, and 
have myfelf wore the chains of his faction ; and 
as foon as ever it was in my power to difpofe of 
myfelf, I preferred my old' engagements to my 
new ones, and tranquillity to combuftions. Nor 
is it a view to my own intereft that makes me re- 
turn to you -, but a defire to wipe off the ftain 
of perfidy, and to referve myfelf a mediator, if 
peradventure the Germans choole rather to re- 
- pent than to be deftroyed. As to my fon, I beg 
you would forgive his youth and imprudence. * 
As to ' my daughter, whom I confefs I brought 
here againft her inclinations ; it lies in your breaft 
to determine under which character you will con- 
fider her, whether as the wife of Arminius or 
the daughter of Segeftes," The anfwer of Ger- 
manicus was gracious ; he promifed his protec- 
tion to Segeftes, his children, and kindred ; and 
to procure him an eftablilhment in citerior Ger- 
many. He then returned with his army ; and 
with Tiberius's confent, received f the title of Im- 
perator. Arminius's wife was delivered of a 
fon, whofe lingular adventures were related by 
Tacitus in thofe books of his Annals that are 
loft. 

1 Filiamneceffitiirc hue adduftam fateor. Tuumerit con- 
fultare utrum prsvaleat, quod ex Anninio concepit, an quod 
«x me genita eft, 

G 3 The 
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A-R-766- The kind reception of Segeftes by Germahi- 
S^iiniiil*' cus affected the Germans with grief or joy, ac- 
vnka ihe cording as they were inclined or averfe to war. 
5rf^f3». But Arminius, enraged at the affront done him 
bowing m. in the perfon of his wife, ran like a madman a- 
wmws!' k° ut ^ C countr y of tne Cherufci, encourag- 
ing them to take up arms againft Segeftes and 
Germanicus. Nor was he fparing of invectives, 
" d A good father this, he cried, a mighty Ge- 
neral, an invincible army! fo many troops have 
tnade one woman prifoner. Such are not my 
exploits ; before me three legions fell, and three 
Lieutenant-generals. For it is not by treafon 
that I war, nor againft pregnant women ; but 
openly, and againft armed men. Still are to be 
ieen in our forefts the Roman colours hanging 
devoted to our gods. Let Segeftes live in an 
enflaved province -, let him recover for his fon an 
ignominious Prielthood -, the Germans will never 
forgive him for having been the caufe of their 
feeing between the Elb and the Rhine the Ro- 
man fafces and toga. To other nations who 
know not the Roman domination, executions 
and tribute are alfo unknown. Evils, from which 
we have delivered ourfelves by our courage ; in 
ipite of their deified Auguftus, and of Tiberius 
his chofen fuccefforj Shall we now be awed by 
a raih, inexperienced boy, at the head of a mu- 
tinous army ? * No, if you love your country, 

* Egregium pat rem ! magnum Imperatorem f fqrtem ex- 
ercitum ! quorum tot maims unam mulierculam avexeriut. 

1 ' Sibi tres legiones, totidem Icgatos procubuifTe. Non enim 

fe proJitionc, ncque adverfus fceminas gravidas, fed palam 
adverius armatos, bellum trafiare. 

* Si patriam, parentes, antiqna mallent, quam dominos et 
folonias novas, Anninium potius gloriie ac libertatis, quam 
Segeftem flagittofe fervitutis, Ducem fequer?ntur. 

yow 
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your kindred, your ancient rights, better than a.r. 766. 
haughty tyrants, and new colonies-, follow Ar- a * ,c -'S* 
minius, who will lead you to liberty and glory, 
rather than Segeftes, who points out the way to 
infamous flavery." Thefe warm exhortations 
rouzed not only the Cherufci, but alfo the 
neighbouring nations : and Inguiomerus, Armi- 
nius's uncle, a man well known to, and much 
efteemed by, the Romans, followed the fteps of 
his nephew. 

Germanicus did not think proper to give the c™am™ 
league that was forming time to affemble their ^jjEJJ" 
forces. He therefore difpatched Cecina with his 
four legions acrofs the country of the Bructeri, 
to the river Amifia. And Pedo led the cavalry 
by the confines of the Frifians. He himfelf em- 
barked the reft of his forces on the Rhine and 
the * Iflel, and went over the lake fince named 
the Zuiderzee. The general rendezvous was at 
Che mouth of the Amifia ; where the fleet, the 
calvalry, and Cecina's legions joined. The 
Chaucians furniftted fuccors to the Romans. But 
the Bructeri wafted their country, to try to 
ftarve Germanicus's army. A detachment fent 
by this General under Stertinius routed them -, 
and found amongft the booty a Roman eagle, 
which had been loft at Varus's overthrow. The 
Romans then marched after Arminius, and hav- 
ing wafted all .the country between the Amifia 
and the Luppia, they came near the fatal place 
were the flaughtered legions of Varus had re- 
mained fix years unburied. 

Germanicus, who was humane, and loved po- Hepiyithe 
pularity, f had a mind to pay the laft offices to^^^T 

ofVaruiind 
• See what U /aid 'in the ftemd forf about Dmfus's torn/. h " *&"*• 
f Cupido Cifarem invadit folvendi fuprema inilitibus du- 

G 4 the 
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, A.R.766. the deplorable remains of thofe brave faldiers, 
#ft.C. 15. am j ^ their unhappy Commander v and all who 
were with him, were like him affected with ten- 
dernefs by the fate of their friends and relations, 
and by the consideration of the cafuahies of war, 
and of the fad lot of. humanity. Cecina, by the 
General's; order, went before, to reconnoitre the 
woods and defiles, for fear of an ambufcade ■, 
and alio to lay bridges over the pools, and caufe- 
ways, on the moraues. Thefe precautions took, 
the army advanced to a fpectacle hideous in it- 
felf, and infinitely afflicting by the ideas it re T 
called. Dry, bleached bones, covered theground; 
feparate, or in heaps, according as the flain had 
difperfed by flight, or fought united j broken 
weapons were fcattered about, fkeletons of horfes, 
the inftruments of the tortures inflicted on the 
captives, the favage altars on which the Tribunes, 
and principal Centurions were immolated. Thofe 
who had happily furvived the (laughter, pointed 
■ out to their comrades, the places remarkable for 
the principal circumftances of that tragedy. The 
deathof the- Lieutenant-generals, and the lofs of 
the eagles. 

" Here Varus was wounded ; there defperate, 
and without refource, he (tabbed himfelf with his 
own fword ; that hillock, covered with turf, is 
the tribunal whence Arminius harangued the vic- 
tors." They related too many acts of his cru- 
elty and infolence, and recalled with fbmething 
like fatisfaction, objects that had formerly af- 
fected them with the greateft grief. £ The du- 

cique; permoto ad mifcrationem omni qui adcrat exercitn 
ob propinquos, arnicas, denique ob cafus bcllorum, cf forte m 
hominum. 

* Romanus qui aderatexercitus, fextumpoftcladis annum, 

tpum legioaum offa, nullo noJcente alienas rtliquias an fuo- 

tii* 
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1«b of that piety which had brought theR.QmanA.R.766. 
army into thefe melancholy places, were exe-- S" 
cured with zeal. Nobody knew, whether it was 
to relations, or Arrangers, that he performed them : 
but considering as friends and relations, all for 
whom a common calamity equally interefted 
them, they buried the bones in one heap; di- 
vided by grief for their countrymen, and indig- 
nation againft the enemy ; at once, Ihedding tears 
and threatening vengeance. This pile was co- 
vered with earth, on which Germanicus laid the 
firft fod, difcharging his duty to the dead* and 
fetting an example to the living. 

For this Tiberius blamed him ; either in con- Tibwiu* 
fequence of that malice, which inclined him to j£j ^' bim 
give a bad turn to all Germanicus's actions, or 
becaufe he really thought that the light of the 
unburied (lain, might have a bad effeft on the 
minds of the foldiers, and make them afraid of 
the enemy. The Roman fuperftition, too, mighc 
jnduce him to judge it unbecoming a General, 
vefted with the facred dignity of an Augur, to 
nifift at the mournful ceremonial of an inter- 
ment. 

Mean while Germanicus was in purfuit ©f an Aaion b«. 
enemy, whom it was almoft as difficult to find, ^J^] 1 ^ 
as to conquer. He at laft came up with him j cermans, 
but In the only action between the Romans and 2j£2»pi 
Germans, Arminius making ufe of his perfect « *iu*i. 
knowledge of the country, and the advantage of 
the woods and morafles it abounded with, plant- 
ed an ambufcade, which fucceeded fo well, that 
he worfted and put to flight Germanicus's caval- 
ry, and the cohorts fent to fupport it. But the 
legions put a flop to his victory i tho' all that the 

Yam humo tegeret, omnes ut junflos, ut confanguineos, auc- 
ta in hofteoi ira, mcefti fimiJ et inf?nfi, condebant. 

Roman 
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A. C. 796. Roman bravery could do, and the ikill of the 
aft. C.i 5. Commander was, only to feparate with equal 



jutuni of The feafon was now advanced ; and Germa- 
tht Romaa nicus was obliged to think of a retreat, which 
umy ' was an affair of more labor and hazard than the 
reft of the campaign. When he came to the ri- 
ver Amifia, he divided his army into three corps, 
according to his plan, when he fet out on this 
expedition. He himfelf undertook to bring back 
by fea the four legions he brought that way. Ce- 
cina with the four other legions, was to go thro' 
the heart of the country ; and the cavalry was to 
coaft the ocean as far as the * Rhine. This third 
divifion was the only one that met with no mif- 
fortune. 
Fourkgion. Cecina made all the hafte he could to gain 
c^d«a 5 a caufeway, called then the Long-bridges, a 
c™ iM »« work of L. Domitius, that traverfed a marfhy 
»p^m- country, and known now by the name of the 
E^wtw Ponds of Bourtang. But, impeded bythe bag- 
uJ^Jdor gage, he made no great difpatch •, and Arminius, 
eroding the country with light troops, prevented 
him i and ported himfelf in the mountains and 
forefts about the caufeway. 

This caufeway was decayed in many places : 
and while Cecina employed part of his troops in 
repairing it. The Cherufci felt on him, and, 
had greatly the advantage of the Romans, who 
were in danger of being deftroyed If the ap- 
proaching night had not luckily obliged the vic- 
tors to retire. 

The fuccefs of the Germans increafed their 
ardor. They employed the night in turning in- 

• We mafi undf.rftanJ bert, called Flevum. See the a- 
tbatbranch //^Rhine™^'<-£ bove-ctied plate of the fetond 
rait into the Jta by the moatb book. 
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to the works of the Romans, the waters, fprings, A.R. 766. 
and rivulets, of the neighbouring mountains. aft.C. 15* 
AU the plains were thereby flooded ; and Cecina 
compelled to abandon the reparation of the caufe- 
way. ' 

Cecina was an old warrior, who had lerved 
forty years ; and b being inured to the profper- 
ous and difaftroys viciflitudes of war ; was un- 
daunted. Between the mountains and the marfli- 
es there ftretched a plain, large enough to con- 
tain an army on a fmall front. Cecina refolved 
to fend forward by this paflage the wounded, 
and the heavy baggage, while, with his beft 
troops he reftrained the enemy to the woods, by a 
fpirired engagement. This plan was well formed 
by the Commander, but ill executed by the 
troops. Two legions quitted their poft, and ran 
into the plain beyond the bogs. Arminius, 
watched the Romans motions, and inftead of 
acting with the ufual precipitation of a barba- 
rian, he ftayed till the difficulty of the place, 
and the confufion of a dangerous march had dif- 
ordered them. '' When he faw the baggage-wag- 
gons fet faft in the mire, the foldiers in diforder 
about them, the colours moving in confufion, 
and every one (as happens in fuch cafes) taking 
care of himfelf, and deaf to his officers orders, 
he gave the fignal of battle, crying out, " Be- 
hold again Varus, and his legions, fubdued by 
the fame fate." At the fame time he began the 
attack ; recommending, particularly to his troops, 

*• Secundarum adverfarumque reruro fekns, eoque intern- 
tus. lac. i. 64. 

' Ut hxfere «eno, foffifque, impedimenta, turbati circum 
milites, incertus fignorum ordo, utque tali in tempore, libi 

giifque properat, et lenta: adverfum lmperia aures, irrumpere 
ermanos jubet, clamiuns, En Varus, ct codem itemm fata 
vjflse kgiones. 

to 
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A.R.766. to ftrike the enemies horfes. They obeyed him, 
aft.C. 15. a nd the horfes of the Romans, who had before 
difficulty enough to keep on their legs in iiich 
flippery ways, wild with their wounds, fly about, 
and throw their riders, and run away, tumbling 
down all they meet, and trampling on fuch as 
were on the ground. The diforder becomes 
terrible j and, to complete the misfortune, Ceci- 
: .a's horfe being killed under him, he fell ; and 
■!,'; been taken, if the greedinefs of the barba- 
mr.s after the booty, had not carried them elfe- 
. where, and hindered their victory from being de~ 
cifive. The courage of the legions was revived 
by the danger of their Commander ; and, re- 
doubling their efforts, they atlaft, towards night, 
gained an open, folid fpot, where they could en- 
camp. 

But in Iofmg a great part of their baggage, 
they had alfo loft their inftruments for digging, 
and carrying earth, and cutting turf; k no tents 
they had ; no remedies for the wounded -, and 
their food defiled with mire and blood, difgufted 
them : while the difmayed foldier looked on this 
horrid night as his laft. In fuch a conftemation, the 
minuteft accident is capable of producing the 
molt terrible effects. An horfe that had broke 
his halter, as he ftrayed about, took fright at 
the noife made after him, and running full fpeed, 
threw down lbme people dn his way. This was 
enough to occafion a rumor throughout the army, 
that the Germans had forced the camp. The 
conftemation becomes general, every body runs 
to the gates to fave himfelf, and particularly, to 

k Non tentoria raanipalis, non fomenta fauciis : infedos 
cocno aut cruore cibos dividentcs, funeftas tenebras, et tot 
jam millibus unum reliquuflt dieto, lamcntabantar. 

that 
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that which was fartheft from the enemy. Ceci- A.R.766. 
na, tho' certain it was nothing but a panic, tri- ***■ C 1 s- 
ed in vain, every method to ftop the foldiers •, 
nor entreaties, nor menaces, nor force avail. 
At laft, he flung himfelf acrofs the gate. The 
foldiers, who could not get out without tramp- 
ling on their Commander, (topped ; and quiet 
being by degrees reftored, the truth was 
known. 

Cecina then aflembled, and reprefented to 
them j " That there was no refource left but that 
of their valor, tempered with prudence. That 
they muft therefore keep within their intrench* 
ments, till the enemy came clofe up in hopes to 
ftorm them. That then they fhould make a 
general fally, break thro' the enemy, and get to 
rhe Rhine." Having added to this, every mo- 
tive of encouragement that the circumftances af- 
forded, as in the late battle they had loft many 
horfes, Jie distributed firft his own, and then the 
horfes of the chief officers, among the braveft 
foldiers, without any other confideration than 
that of merit. And thus Strengthened his ca- 
valry, who were to begin the charge, and to be 
fupported by the infantry, 

Cecina's good conduct perfectly fucceeded j 
but it was by no fault of Arminius, who was for 
letting the Romans go out of their camp, and 
re-attacking them amidfl: the pools and bogs. 
But Inguiomerus, his uncle, gave bolder advice, 
and more conformable to the tafte of the barba- 
rians. ** Let us, fays he, attack the Romans ia 
their camp ■, which we mall eafily force. We 
(hall thereby make more prifoneis, and richer 
booty, becaufe it will be all together, and unhurt." 
This was the counfel that was followed. Asfoon 
as it was light, the Germans came and tilled up 
1 the 
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A.R766. the foffe of the Roman camp, or paflcd it ort 
aft.C. 15- hurdles j and endeavoured to get on the ram- 
parts, on which they faw but tew folfliers, and 
thofe feemingly terrified. But on a fudden the 
trumpets found ■, and the Romans fatly out on 
them, telling them infultingly, that they had 
now no woods, nor bogs to affift them, and that 
all was equal between them, but valor and mili- 
tary flrill. The Germans, finding themfelves fo 
brifldy attacked, contrary to their expectation, 
are preferitly difconcerted, and repulfed. ' Fierce 
and infolent in profperity, deftitute of conduct 
in diftrefs, they fall in great numbers. Their 
Leaders, feeing all was loft, quit the combat, 
Inguiomerus much wounded, and Arminius un- 
hurt. The multitude were cut in pieces, and 
the Daughter continued till night. m The legions 
then returned ; in the fame want of provisions, 
and with more wounds j but they found vigor, 
health, and abundance, in their victory. _ 
Fiifcrameur ^ n tne niean time, the news of the danger 
of rh= entire thefe legions were in had reached the Roman 
JSjSfwi. winter-quarters j and, as fame always exagge-- 
<"•!■ rates, they were reported to be routed and exter- 

bre^fn^the minated -, and the victorious Germans were faid 
bridge on the ( b e i n march to make an irruption into Gaul. 
A^pina The cautious ones were immediately for demo- 
prevents it. iifhing the * bridge on the Rhine 1 but Agrip' 
pina oppofed it. This courageous Princefs per- 
formed on this occafion the duty of a General % 
and when the legions returned, diftributed among 

1 (Jc rebus fecundU avidi, ita adverfis incauti. 

™ Nofte demum reverfe legiotics, tjnamvisplusvulnerUm, 
eadem ciborum egeftas fatigaret, vim, faniutem, copias, 
eunfta in Victoria haboere. 

* Buchmus atid Ryckius ffou then calUdVeX.et3.-find now 
think, th'n bridge tvttt at tie Saiuerv'B the Dtuhy g/'CleVea. 

the 
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the foldiers cloaths, and medicines. Pliny, who A. R.766, 
,had wrote an Hiftory of the German wars, faid, bef.C. 1 $. 
according to Tacitus, that (he received die re- 
turning legions at the head of the bridge, gave 
them thanks for their behaviour,' and loaded them 
with encomiums. 

This conduct of Agrippina made a deep im- Tiber;™ 
preflion on the mind of Tiberius. He thought, ££" ^_ 
" That this officioufnefs of her's could not be g^iiL. 
without defign ; and that it was not againft fo- 
reigners that Hie labored to engage the army. 
That the Generals had nothing now to do, when 
a woman' reviewed the companies, attended the 
camp, and distributed largeues ; as if Hie was 
afraid fhe had not before manifested her ambiti- 
ous views fufficiently, by making Germankus's 
fon wear the uniform of a private foldier, and 
' giving him the title of Caligula Cefar. That A- 
grippina was in greater credit with the army than 
the Emperor's reprefentatives, and had appeafed 
a fedition, that the name of the Emperor could 
not." Sejanus" inflamed thefe odious jealoufies, 
well knowing Tiberius's temper, and fcattered 
from far thofe feeds of hatred, which, hid in his 
heart, had time to grow, and produced, when they 
appeared, the moft terrible efFe&s. 

Germanicus did not at firft embark his four Two 1^^, 
legions on the fleet. As he knew that in that underthe 
latitude the fea abounds in ihallows and ebbs ; p. vitdiiu 
he thought it beft to lighten his fhips : and there- ■" ™ *?- 
fore delivered two legions to P. Vitellius to lead d^2j!" s 
by land. 

Vitellius, fetting out from the banks of the 
Amifia, coafted the fea-lhore ; and had at firft 

■ Aceendebat hsc onsrabatque Sejanas, peritia moramTi- 
■berii, odia in longum jariens, qua? reconderet, auitaque 

3* an 
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A.R. 766. an eafy march j for the ground was dry, or mo- 
aft.C. 15. derately overflowed. But foon the high tidei 
of the equinox, afiifted by a violent north-wind, 
laid the coaft in fuch a manner under water, that 
the two legions were in the utmoft danger of be- 
ing drowned. ° All was covered with water j the 
fea, the ihore, the fields, had the fame face. There 
was no fuch thing as diftinguilhing the inequali- 
ties of the foil the army marched on •, eminences 
and hollows, firm and boggy ground, all were 
confounded. The foldiers were thrown down, 
or fwallowed up by the waves ; and horfes, bag- 
gage, and dead bodies, ftruck againft, or fepa- 
rated them. The companies were difordered and 
mixed, none being able to keep their ranks in 
water up to their chin ; and fometimes, the 
ground failing them, they fell, fome never to 
rife again, Their mutual exhortations and en- 
couragements, availed nothing againft the inex- 
orable element. No difference there was between 
the coward and the brave, the wife and the fool- 
ilh, between circumfpection and chance ; but all 
were equally involved in the invincible violence 
of the inundation. At laft, however, the legion! 
fell on an eminence, that proved an afylum to 
them. 
Thus, they pafied a terrible night, with- 

* Opplebantur feme : cadem freto, littori, campis, facie.-:;- 
.neque difcerni poterant incerta ab folidis, brevia a profundis. 
Stcrnuntur flu£tibus, hauriuntur gorgitibus : jurnenta, farci- 
we, corpora exanima, interfluunt, occurfant : pcrmifccntur 
inter fe manipuli, modo peflore, modo ore tenus ex t antes, 
aliquando fubftrafto folo disjefti aut obruti : non vox et mii- 
tui hortatus juvabant, advenante uiida. Nihil ftremws ab 
ignavo, tapiens * ab rude, nihil concilia a cafu, dificrre t 
cunfta pari violentia involvebantur. Tat. i. 70. 

• Tht tat is, fapiem ■ pnidenii, -mbifU is * pjlfaih fault, ifjlrt- 
M» its lit tffrtiatitn if Rycltiui. 

out 
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Out provifions and fire ; moft of them naked, A. R766. 
wet, or bruifed ; p and more iniferable than men **-C- 13. 
inclofed by an enemy, for even to fuch remained 
the confolation of an honorable death ; but here, 
certain, inglorious, deftruftion was before them. 
Such were their thoughts. When with returning 
light the land returned, and delivered them. 
They afterwards marched to a river then named 
•Ufingis, now called the f Hunnefe, whither + a ant 
Germanicus was gone with the fleet. There they IO "™*. 
embarked, and had a good pafiage. But the re-x«*« 
port of their entire ruin was not difcredited, till 
they filenced it themfelves by their arrival. 

Germanicus's whole army had, as we fee, 
greatly fuffered in their retreat. Gaul, Spain, 
and Italy, ftrovewith emulation to recruit it with 
all neceffaries, as arms, horfes, and money. But 
Germanicus would only accept of the horfes and 
arms ; and with his own money relieved the fol- ^JJJ*L 
diers. And to add goodnefs to munificence, he % and 
vifited the lick, interefted himfelf in their cure, V * ** 
praifed the exploits of particulars ; and by the 
hopes of better fuccefs for the future, and the 
glory of what was paft, comforted the foldiers, 
and confirmed their devotion to him. 

Three of his Lieutenant-generals, Cecina, A- 

P Hand minus miferabiles quam quo! hoftis circnmfidit. 
Quippe illU etiam lioneita: mortis ufu>j his inglorium ex. 

• J 'have again antStd tht which be fuppefa /faVecht: 

text of Tacitus. It was thus, this hat alfo its dijficultift, and 

penetratumque ad amnemVi- u net fully fatisfaclory if ad- 

furgim. TbeVekt wasfar mitted. My cerrecHan is adeft- 

*ff, and tht rout of tht Romans td from Cellarius, •tube citet 

aciuolly carried them from it. Menfo Altingius. Georgr. 

Lipnus was aware of tbi Ant A. ii. C 5. 
fault, and f-h/lituted Vidiuat, 

Vol. II. H pronius, 
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A. R.766. pronius, and Silius, had the triumphal ornaments 
*•*=•' 5" decreed them. 

Hereceim Segimerus, and his fon Sefithacus, the bro- 
SeEimaw £ ^ er ant * ne P new °f Segeftes, followed his ex- 
ind his fon. ample, and threw themfelves into the arms of 
&rm*,LviL tne Romans. Germanicus, who found them in 
the city of the Ubians, where Stertinius had 
brought them, received the father into favor 
readily, the fon with fome difficulty, becaufe he 
was accufed of having infulted Varus's corpfe. 
h* uko a Thus ended this campaign ; to the Romans 
twnrportdi' more g'°ri° us trian decifive. Germanicus re- 
his«oopsin- flecled much on the means of remedying the in- 
b°y < rM many ^onveniencies he had hitherto ftruggled with. 
r«t. Am. " He obferved, that the Germans were ever beat 
"■ 5- on fair ground ; that the advantages they obtain- 

, ed, were owing to their mountains and forefts ; 
and above all, to their ihort fummers and early 
•winters, which prevented their being clofely 
pufhed. That he loft more men by fatiguing 
marches, than by the chance of war; that every 
year, he was obliged t6 renew the equipages ; 
that Gaul could not replace the horfes he loft ; 
that a long file of baggage was eafily furprized, 
and very embarrafling ; whereas, if he entered 
the enemy's country by fea, which they would 
* not think of difputing, the campaign would be 
earlier, the legions and provifions carried toge- 
ther, and the cavalry undergo no fatigue, but, 
by alcending the rivers, would be in an inftant, 
in the heart of the hoftile territories.." Germa- 
nicus therefore fixed on this method ; and em- 
ployed himfelf in the conftru&ion of a fleet in 
the winter ; during which, the Confuls Taurus 
and Libo entered on their office at Rome. 

T. Sta- 
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T. Statilius Sisenna Taurus. A.R.767. 

L. Scribonius Libo. aft. C. 16. 

A thoufand vefiels were thought fufficient; Ad«trf» 
and rhey were made of different forms, fome be- jyj, 
ing fhort, (harp af both ends, and wide in the 
middle ; others having flat bottoms that the/ 
might bear to run aground ; and moft of them 
having helms at each end, that by only turning 
the oars they might work either way. Thefe dif- 
ferent conftruc'tions appear to have been taken 
from the practice of the Germans themfelves. 
There were of thefe (hips two that were arched 
over, for carrying the engines of war, the horfes, 
and (lores ; and thefe ufed both oars and fails. 
A formidable armament in itlelf, and rendered 
more terrible by the ardor and boldnefs of the 
foldiers. The ifle of- Batavia was appointed the 
general rendezvous of the fleet on account of its 
eafy accefs. 

While it was affembling, Germanicus had in- Aftortn. 
telligence, that the fort upon the river Luppia ^ a Xu^ 
was befieged by the Germans. He hafted there p 1 ** 
with fix legions, and railed the fiege. He re- 
ftored the altar of his father Drufus, which the 
Barbarians had demolished. They had alfo de- 
(troyed the tomb raifed the laft year over Varus's 
legions. But Germanicus did not think proper 
to expofe himfelf again, by renewing it, to the 
complaints and cenfure of Tiberius. 

When he returned be found every thing ready E ™^*"^ 
for the embarkation. He fent forward the provi- f ,h e sL 
fions, adigned fhips to the legions and allies, and ^j* """ft 
embarked on the'canal of Drufus -, invoking his iu. 
father to be alfiftanc to him in an enterprize 
wherein he was following his fteps. He failed 
down the Iflel joined to the Rhine, croffed the 
H 2 lake; 
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A.R. 767. Jake Fleous, and entered the ocean by the eaftem 
aft. C. 16. mou th of the river. Thence he got fafely to the 
fort of Amifia, where he debarked his army on 
the left fide. In this Tacitus accufes him of a 
miftake, becaufe if he had gone higher up the 
river Amifia, and debarked on the right fide, he 
had faved the time and trouble of making bridges 
over the marines that the neighbouring fea made 
in the low country he pafied through. 
c«i«ri»tian Germanicus advanced as far as the Vefer, where 
nudM 11 .!*) he camped, over-againft the army of the Cheruf- 
pi* bmt ^» cans * ' was on tne otner ficfe- Arminius, their 
fS the General, had a brother in the Roman fcrvice, 
RonMBAr- who was a brave man, and faithful to thofe he 
"'' had fided with j of which he carried on his face 

the marks, having loft an eye in an engagement 
with his countrymen under the command of Ti- 
berius. He was named Flavius. At this time Ar- 
minius had a mind to have fome difcourfe with 
him, and called him with a loud voice. Flavius, 
with his General's permiffion, appeared i and 
they entered into converfation, with the river be- 
tween them. Arminius obferving that his brother 
had loft an eye, afked him how that accident had 
happened ; and being told when, where, and on 
what occafion, demanded how he had been re- 
compenied. Flavius replied, " By a chain, a 
*' crown, and an encreaie of pay a ." The fierce 
German heard him with an infulting fmile ; let- 
ting him know that he thought this was felling 
his liberty at a vile price. ' 

They continued the difcourfe by mutually fo- 
liciting one another to change fides. Flavius 
boafted of the Roman grandeur, and the power 
of the Cefars. He fet before his brother the rigor 

1 Irridcnte Arminio vilia fetvitii pretia. lac. am. ii. g. 
::.■:."... : : of 
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of the Romans to thofe they vanquifhed, and A.R. 767. 
the clemency they would (hew him in cafe he **■**• ,6 * 
voluntarily fubmitted -, of which he gave him 
proof in the favourable treatment of his wife and 
fon, who were not conGdered on the footing of 
captives. Arminius to this oppofed the facred 
rights of their country, the liberty they had in- 
herited from their anceftors, the tutelary gods 
of Germany, and the prayers of their common 
mother. " By what fatal ftupefaftion, faid he, 
** do you choofe to be a traitor to your family 
*' and nation rather than their General ?" The dif- 
pute by degrees grew warm ; and they had come 
to blows buc for the river. Flavius was calling 
for his arms and horfe to fly to vengeance, buc 
was reftrained by a General- officer. On the op- 
pofite fide was feen Arminius denouncing battle 
with menaces. Thus parted the two brothers, 
greater enemies than ever. 

Next day the Cherufcans ranged themfelves in***""™ 1 
battalia on the other fide of the Vefer. Gerraa- vtta. He 
nicus, who had not yet thrown bridges over the faffi^ 
river, did not think it neceflary to accept the ftifrf hi, 
challenge. He contented himfelf withdetaching^?™^' 
the Roman cavalry and the Batavians, who hav- 
ing forded the river in feveral places, had a briik 
flcirmiih with the enemy. 

Germanicus, having afterwards palTed the Ve- 
fer himfelf with his whole-army, learned from a 
defertcr, that the Cherufcans, reinforced by fe- 
veral other German nations, were preparing to 
attack his camp. He took upon, this the proper 
precautions againft a furprize j and perceiving 
a battle to be near, he wanted to know his fol- 
diers dirpofuions -, and deliberated on the means 
to be informed of them with certainty. He re- 
H 3 Hefted, 
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A.R. 767. fleeted, that b the reports of the officers were ra- 
aft.C. 16. tner pieafing than true j that his freedmen were 
too fervile to be confided in ; that friends were 
apt to flatter j and that even in an affembly of 
the army a few hot heads took the lead of the 
reft. He therefore concluded, that the only way 
to know exa&Iy what he had to truft to, was to 
hear the foldiers when they were got together 
from under their Officers eyes, while the military 
repair, opened their hearts, and they frankly difi- 
. clofed their hopes and fears. 

Accordingly in the beginning of the night he 
goes out fecretly, accompanied by a fingle friend, 
and difguifed in a German fur. He vifits by fe- 
cret ways all the camp, liftens from tent to tent, 
and c enjoys the pleafure of hearing himfelf 
praiied by fincere mouths. One magnifies the 
beauty of his general, another his high birth -, 
the majority dwell on more eftimable qualities, 
and extoll his invincible patience, his fweet 
temper, and the equality of his foul in ferious 
or jocular affairs ; they all confeffed that they 
ought to give him in the battle proofs of their 
affection and gratitude ; and at the fame time 
they animate one another againft the perfidious 
Barbarians, with mutual exhortations to immo- 
late them to vengeance and the glory of the Ror 
man name. 

b Tribunes et Centijriones lasta fepius quam comperta 
nuntiare ; libertorum iervilia ingenia ; amicis ineffe adulati- 
onem ; fi concio vocetur, illic quoque, qua; pauci jncipiant, 
reliquos adftrepere. Penitus nofcendas memcs.'quum fecreti 
et incuftoditi, inter itiilitares cibos, fpcm am roetum profer- 

( Fruiturque fsina fui : quum hie nobilitatem ducis, de- 
corem alius, plurimi patientiam, comitatem, per fern per 
jocos entndetn animum, laudibus ferrer.t ; reddendamque 
gratiain in ade fattrentur, fimul pcrfidos et ruptores pads 
ultioni etglorix madlandos. . 

Dur- 
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During this time one of the enemies who un- A.R. 767. 
derftood Latin, rode up to the intrenchments, """ c " ' 6 ' 
and cried with a loud voice, that Arminius of- 
fered to every one who would come over to him 
a good match, an eftate, and an * hundred k(- j* v Tw ' ,¥e 
terces a day as long as the war lafted. The Ro- Uij* f U m. 
man foldiers were (hocked at the infulting offer : *■ ^"jj 
and faid one to another, " Let the day of battle ut> 6A ' 
come that we have fo long waited for. Yes, we 
will feize on the lands of the Germans, and take 
their captive wives. The omen is lucky, and 
allures us of the poffefTion of the enemy's eftates 
and women." At midnight the Barbarians came 
to attack the camp of the Romans, but, perceiv- 
ing them on their guard, retired without link- 
ing a blow. 

I mould not take notice of a dream that Ger- °*T"^ 
manicus had this night, if Tacitus's care to re- r ac , a™. ' 
Jate it was not a proof that this writer (whom "-,'*• 
nobody can blame for too much religion, but on 
the contrary for fome ftrokes of impiety here and 
there in his works) had fome faith in dreams j * 
as well as in auguries, of which he fpeaks too 
foon after, and which by no means he appears 
to contemn. So difcordant are men, that they are 
fometimes childifhiy credulous of chimeras, while 
they deny or fap the fundamental truths of na- 
tural religion. 

Germanicus, lays Tacitus, had a joyful dream. 
He thought he lacrificed j and in place of his 
own robe befmeared by the blood of the victims, 
received a letter from the hands of his grandmo- 
ther Livia. This was a deceitful dream: for Ger- 
manicus ought to have expected nothing from 
Livia but hatred and plots. 

This imagined good omen however augment- Hithinui[« 
ed his confidence! and the aufpices, as Tacitus " e ^ iefo1 " 
H 4 cb- 
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A.R. 767. obferves, having proved alfo favourable) he af- 
«ft.C. 16. fembled his troops to harangue them according 
to cuftom : and in his difcourfe be particularly 
laboured to make them comprehend the advan- 
tage the Roman foldier had in fighting in the 
■woods as well as in the plains. " For, (ays he, 
the immenfe bucklers of the Barbarians and their 
enormous fpears are not fo manageable amongft 
thickets and trunks of trees as the Roman fwords, 
and javelins, and fhields, adjufted to the fize of 
their bodies. Thicken your blows, and ftrike at 
their faces. The Germans have neither cuiraffes 
nor cafques. Their bucklers too are not fortified 
■with iron, nor bound with leather ; but are only 
bafket-work or painted boards. And only the firft 
line are fo welt armed j for the others have but 
flakes burnt at the end, or contemptible darts. 
d As to their perfons, if they are terrible to fight, 
and violent in a fhort onfet, on the other fide, 
they have no fort of refolucion, and are difcon- 
ferted by wounds ; they are without fear of igno- 
miny, without refpect for their commanders, eafy 
to be difperfed, and put to flight -, and as timid 
in diftrefs, as infolent and inhuman in profperity, 
If tedious marches and your fatigues at fea make 
you defire an end of the war, you have an op- 
portunity of finirfiing it in the approaching bat- 
tle. You are now nearer the Elb than the Rhinei 
beyond that we fliall have no more war; only 
while I follow the footfteps of my father and un- 
cle, let your ardor fecond mine, and make me 
victorious in thofe countries where they have fig- 
nalized themfelves by their exploits." The fol- 

J Jam corpus, ut villi torvum, et impetu validum, fie 
nulla vulnerum patientia. Sine pudore flagitii, fine cura du- 
cum, abire, fugere ; pavidos adverfis, inter frcunda non 
divini, non humani juris, me mores. 

diers 
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diers anfwercd him by (houts; and Germanicus A.R.767. 
gave the fignal of battle. "*■ c - l6 - 

Arminius, on his fide, encouraged his troops, Arminio. 
by depreciating the enemy. *' e Who are thefe »>c>*"w 
Romans, fays he, you are going to combat ? " tI0O| " , ■ 
Are they not the molt cowardly fugitives of Vi- 
rus's army, who have lately mutinied for fear of 
going to war ? Some of them with backs covered 
with wounds, and others with limbs maimed with 
tempefts, they are once more prefenting them- 
felves as victims to the vengeance of the Germans, 
and the anger of the gods. Nor think that hope 
animates them. You fee they have had recourfe 
to the ocean, to prevent our advancing againfl 
them, and purfuing them when driven back. But 
now that we are going to engage hand to hand, 
fails and oars will little avail the vanquiflied. Let 
us only call to mind their avarice, cruelty, and 
pride : and remember that for us nothing re- 
mains but to preferve our liberty, or by death to 
prevent our bondage." The Germans inflamed 
by this exhortation defire with great clamor to 
be led on. 

Every thing was now ready on either fide i and Battle cun-j 
the battle was decided in a plain called by Taci- b » the **■ 
tus Idiftavifus, which extended between the Vc- """' 
fer and a range of hills, and clofed on a wood of 
high trees. Juftus Lipfius fays, the field of 
battle was not far off the city of Bremen. Mau- 
gre the natural bravery of the Germans, and the 
powerful motives to good behaviour that had 



* Hos efle Romano 1 Variani eiereitus fugaciflimo3, qui, ne 
bellum tolcrarcnt, feditionem induerint : quorum pars onufta 
vulncribus * terga, pan flndibus et procellis fraftos arms, 
infenfis rurtus holtibus, adverfis diis, objiciant. 

* Sa fimt Icerntd (MMUMn read injtesi of tcrgum, which it in ihi 

been 
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A-R.767.bcen fet before them, the vi<5tory coft the Ro- 
afc.C.16. mflns ii tt | e- p or w hile their infantry charged 
the Barbarians in front, their cavalry took them 
in flank and rear ; and difordered them fo much, 
that their fugitives crofled one another, fome 
running out oi the plain into the woods, and o- 
thers out of the woods into the plain. 

Arminius afted on this occafion both as gene- 
ral and ibldier, encouraging his men, and fetting 
them an example of bravery ; and, tho' wound- 
ed, he kept fo long engaged that he narrowly 
mined being taken. But by his valor and the 
ftrength of his horfe, he made his way thro' op- 
pofing batallions ; having befmeared his face 
with his own blood to avoid being known. Yet 
ibme have pretended, that he efcaped by favor of 
the Chaucians, who lerved as auxiliaries in the 
Roman army, Inguiomerus had the fame fate. 
A parallel deceit or courage faved him. The 
(laughter of the vanquilhed was great. They 
filled the country for ten miles with dead bodies 
and arms : a great number too perifhed in the 
Veftr. Some of them climbed up the trees, and 
hid themfelves in the branches : where, when 
difcovered, the archers mot at them in fport, as 
if they had been birds ; or elfe they were fquafh- 
ed by felling the trees. 

The Romans loll but few men ; 'and found a-' 
mong the booty the chains which the Germans, 
as fecure of victory, had taken care to bring for 
their captives. The conquering army proclaim- 
ed Tiberius Imperator pn the field of battle *, and 
having made a fmall mount, placed thereon, 
trophy-wife, the arms taken from the enemy, 
with the names of the vanquiflied nations. 

k ^- n j s [r0 p n y affected cl\e Germans more fen- 
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k Hlttd peiiiide Germanos vulnera, luitus, exfeidia 
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fibly than the lofs of the battle, than their wounds A. R.767. 
or the ravage of their country. Before they pre- aft - c - l6 * 
pared, in confternation, to abandon their dwell- 
ings, and feck beyond the Elb a quiet retreat. 
Now they change their minds and breath nothing 
but war, both people and nobility, old and 
young. They form quickly an army ; harrafs 
the Romans in their march by ikirmilhes •, and 
choofe a very advantageous ground for a general 
action. This was a {trait and moift plain, fhut 
in between a river and a foreft ; the foreft too 
furrounded by a deep marfh, except in one place, 
.where the Angrivarians had raifed a large caufc- 
way, which ferved for a boundary between them 
and the Cherufcans. The German infantry pott- 
ed itfelf on the C aufe-way ; and their cavalry con- 
cealed itfelf in the woods, in order to take the 
Romans in rear when they had entered them. 

Germanicus, like an able general, knew al! 
this. He penetrated the enemies defigns, re- 
connoitred the places, got information both of 
what they endeavoured to conceal and what they 
ftudioufly expofed, let nothing efcape him ; and 
turned thefubtlety of the Barbarians againft them- 
felves. He ordered Seius Tubero, one of his 
lieutenants, to take pofleflion of the plain with his 
cavalry. His infantry he divides into two bo- 
dies, one of which was to enter on level ground 
the foreft, and the other to attack the caufe-way. 
He charges himfelf with the moft difficult talk, 
and leaves the reft to his lieutenants. Thofe 
who had the even ground to traverle, eafily broke 
in. But the caufe-way was vigoroufly defended j 
the Romans, who attacked it, being expofed to 

3uam ea fpecics, dolore et ira auftcit. Qui modo abire fe- 
ibus, trans Albim concedere parabaht, pugn'am volunt ; 
arma rapiunt pkbes, pri mores, juvenilis, fenes. 

ihowers 
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A, R. 767, Ihowers of darts which fell from high with great 
aft. C 16. f orce _ Germanicus presently perceived that this 
clofe fight was too unequal. He ordered then 
the legions to retire, and brought up the (lingers 
and engineers. The Barbarians at the top of 
tbeir caufe-way were fair marks for thefe, who 
killed or wounded many of them, and difordered. 
the reft j whereupon Germanicus, t th e head of 
his guards, took pofieffion of the caufe-way, and 
followed tt|e enemy into theforeft. 

Here was an obftinate engagement. The Ger- 
mans had the morafs behind them, the Romans 
the river or the mountains. So that a retreat 
being impracticable to the vanquilhed, they had 
on either fide no hopes but in their courage, nor 
fafety but in victory. The valor*of both parties 
was equal, but the manner of fighting and dif- 
ference of arms gave great advantages to the Ra- 
mans. The Germans, hampered in narrow 
places, could neither pulh nor recover their long 
pikes, and their agility was ufelefs in a clofe 
combat. Whereas the Roman foldier, exactly 
covered with his buckler, and managing with 
eafe an handy fword, delved the vaft bodies and 
naked faces of the Barbarians ; and thinned their 
ranks. 

Arminius, either difcouraged by his continual 
misfortunes, or difabled by a recent wound, did 
not (how his cuftomary intrepidity and resolution. 
But Inguiomarus replaced him; and running 
from rank to rank, with unfortunate bravery, 
endeavored to keep alive the engagement. Ger- 
manicus alfo mixt in the action, with his helmet 
off the better to be known, and exhorted the Ro- 
mans to give no quarter. " We want no pri- 
foners, fays he ; and only the extermination of 
this people can put an end to the war." When 
3 it 
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it grew late, he drew ofFa legion to make a camp. A.R.767: 
The reft 'till night glutted their vengeance with ■"•*'■ >** 
the blood of the foe. The cavalry had fmall 
fliare in the fuccefs of the day. 

The next day Germanicus affembled the vie- Trophy, 
torious army, and loaded it with encomiums. He 
then collected in a heap all the arms of the, van- 
quifhed, and put thereon this proud inscription : 
1 The army of Tiberius Cefar^baving entirely i)anouijh- 
td the nations between the Rhine and the Elb, has 
confecrated this monument to Mars, Jupiter, and 
Augujius. Of himfelf he made no mention ; ei- 
ther fearful of provoking envy, or content with 
theteftitnony of his virtue. 

The Angrivarians, who had entered into the The Awt- 
league, at the head of which were the Cherufcans, ££|" u 
prevented by a fpeedy and abfolute fubmiflion the 
war that Stertinius, by Germanicus's orders, was 
about to carry into their country, 

The winter now fenfibly approaching, andnetarnofthe 
putting the Romans in mind of going home, R™»™ by 
their general fent back fome of the legions to their ra&soof 
winter-quarters by land. More of them he em- tbt feet - 
barked on his fleet ; and entered the ocean by 
the mouth of the Amifia. At firft the fea was 
ferene ; and the thoufand Roman Ihips majef- 
tically advanced with oar and fail. But foon a 
black cloud covered the heavens ; and hail, the * 
ftorm's forerunner, clattered down : And pre- 
fently the unfteddy agitation of the waves, joined 
to the obfeurity, made it extremely difficult to 
. work the Ihips i fo much the more too as the fol- 
dier, fearful of his new acquaintance the fea, 

1 Debellatis inter Rhenum Albimque natioiiibus, tixercitura 
Tiberii Csfaris ea monumenta Marti, Jovi, ct Augofto fa- 
cravifie. De fe nihil addidit, metu invidix, an rams con- 
fcientiam fafli fatis cue. 

3 difturbed 
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A. R.767. difturbed tta failors by his frights and cries, or 
aft.C. 16. embarraffed them by his ill-judged afliftance. 

At lail a violent fouth-wind arofe which dif- 
perfed all the fleet, drove lome of the Ihips into , 
the open ocean, 'and others towards iflands beJet 
with rocks or fands. The Romans, with diffi- 
culty, kept clear of thefe iflands, the approach 
to which would, have been fatal. But then the 
ebb, coinciding with the wind, fo furioufly beat 
on the ihips, that 'twas impoflible to keep at an- 
chor, or difcharge the veflels' of the water they 
took in. So that to lighten them they threw o- 
ver board their horfes, beafts, baggage, aijd even 
arms. 

Thefe veflels were for the moft part but barks 
made for coafting, and unable to withftand the 
fury of the ocean. Add to this the unfkilfulnefs 
of their navigators, the confirmation that an un- 
known fea threw them in (which they imagined, 
too, much more terrible than it really was) with 
its coafts lined with hoftile nations -, in a word, ail 
things feemed to concur to the total deft/ruction 
of the Roman fleet. And indeed many of the 
Ihips were loft ; and the majority drove on dif- 
tant and defert iflands, where the foldiers dyed of 
hunger, except die fea fupplied them with drowned 
horfes for fubfiftence. The galley of Germanicus, 
• which had three ranks of oars, alone got fafe to 
the coaft of the Chaucians. 
GrrmMii- ■ xhis humane Prince was almoft defperate on 
K»<mtu> this occafion. As long. as the ftorm continued, 
pckuptii he wandered day and night about the moft pro- 
*"* minent parts of the fliore, accufing himielf as the 
caule of this fo great misfortune, and ready at 
times to precipitate himfelf into the fea by way of 
punimment, had he not been hindered by his 
friends. At laft however he fawfoir.eof his mips 
■ 4 ccming 
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coming back, by the aid of the tide and the AR.767. 
ihifted wind. They were in a bad condition j aft - c - > 6 - 
few oars left ; no fails, which they fupplied with 
fpread coats : fome of them, deprived of even 
thefe feeble fuccors, were towed by thole that 
had fuffered ltfs. Germanicus refitted them ex- 
peditioufly ; and then fent to vifit all the iflands 
of that fea. He by this means gleaned up molt 
of his foldiers : and the Angrivarians, who had 
lately fubmitted, redeemed many from the dif- 
tant nations of Germany, and reftored them to 
him : and fome who had been thrown on the 
coafts of Great-Britain, were fent back by the 
petty Britifh Kings. What they related at their 
return was wonderful. Fear had transformed 
every thing they faw into a prodigy, or the plea- 
fure of fiction made them advance abfurdities a- 
bout the incredible height and violence of the 
waves, and birds feen of odd unheard-of (hapes 
and ambiguous monflers between men and beafts. 

The news of the wreck of the Roman fleet rc-jE*petf«™ni 
animated the Germans. Many of their, nations SS^!!, Bn ,i 
began to think of a revolt. But Germanicus, M«rfims. 
careful to prevent the natural confequences of the camuu. 
contempt that misfortune occafions, difpatched 
Siiius with thirty thoufand foot and fix thoufand 
horfe againit the Catcans ; and entered himfelf 
with greater force the territories of the Marfians. 
The whole country was ravaged -, and the Ro- 
mans recovered one of the eagles loft at Varus's 
defeat. This was the fecond that Germanicus 
retook. The principal fruit of this expedition 
was the increafing the terror of the Roman name 
among the Barbiriaas. Never, according to the 
report of the prifoners, had they been fo much 
terrified. m They acknowledged now the Ro- 

" inviflo's & ruilliscaiibus fuperabiles Romanos pradica- 

mans 



^.iizai^Google 



Hi HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A. R.767. mans to be invincible, and fuperior to every mif- 
aft.C. 16. chance, fince after they had loft their fleet and 
their arms, while the fliores were covered with 
the bodies of their horfes and men, they had re- 
newed the war with their wonted ferocity, and in- 
creafed numbers. 
SUSS* The legions were then brought back into win- 
winter-quar- ter- quarters, glorious of having balanced by their 
**"* late advantages by land the damage they had fuf- 

tained by (ea. Germanicus by his liberality en- 
tirely compenfated them, giving to each the a- 
mo'unt of what he loft, according to his own va- 
luation. 
thmmim The conftancy of the Germans was much im- 
™ c paired by their perpetual defeats. They delibe- 

rated ferioufly about peace ; and there was little 
doubt but that another campaign would have fi- 
niflied this war. But Tiberius by frequent let- 
ters exhorted Germanicus to come home and ce- 
lebrate the triumph that had been decreed him. 
He reprefented to him, *' That he had already 
hazarded himfelf enough, and got battles enough. 
That he ought alfo to remember the lofles which 
die winds and the waves, tho' without any fault 
of his, had occafioned to his army. That Varus 
and the Romans were now revenged. And that 
for the reft, they might rely on the divifions that 
would inevitably arife among the Barbarians, as 
foonasthey were left tothemfelves." 

Germanicus did not immediately acquiefce in 
in thefe reafons, and begged one year more to 
put the laft hand to his work. But Tiberius 
perfevered, and attacked his modefty by the of- 
fer of a fecund Confullhip, to be adminiftered 

bant, qui perdita claffe, amiffia armis, poft conilrata eqno- 
nun virorumque corporibus littora, eadem virtutc, pari fe- 

jocia, et veluti audi numero, innipiJTent. 
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at Rome. The Emperor added ; that if it was A. R.767. 
neceflary to continue the war, Germanicus ought ■"■ C. 1 6, 
to leave fomething for his brother Drufus to do. 
That the ftate had now no other declared ene- 
mies but the Germans. That only that people 
could give Drufus matter for military glory, and 
the triumphal laurel." 

Thefe * were mere pretences. Germanicus 
perceived it ; and that 'twas only Tiberius's en- 
vy that robbed him of a glory he was almoft in 
pofTeflion of. But he obeyed, left the German 
army, and returned to Rome. 

He was received at his arrival by the military &"• CtGg, 
and the people in a manner nor at all proper to ''•** 
cure the Emperor's jealoufly. Only two Pretori- 
an cohorts had been ordered to meet him -, but 
they all went, thinking it an honor to them to 
attend his entry : and the citizens of every rank, 
■ age, and fex, flocked into the country for twenty 
miles together. 

. I lhall obferve here, that Germanicus had no ifctuno 
fucceflbr who fingly commanded all the Roman t^^rf"* 
troops on the Rhine. So mighty forces render- «™marf of 
cd one chief too powerful. Tiberius and his ^beS^, 
fucceflbr divided them between two lieutenant- 
generals, who commanded with equal power, 
one the army of higher, the other that of lower, 
Germany. 

Haud contatuaeft Germanicus; qoanquam finj>i ea, fe- 
que per invidiam parto jam decori abftrahi intelligent. 
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SECT. I. 

Con/piracy ofDrufus Ubo difcovered. He is acetified* 
and kills himfelf. Renewal of the old ordinances 
againji Ajlrologers. Remarkable trace of the Re- 
publican government. AJlave of Agrippa Pof- 
tbumus perfonates that Prince. He is arrefied> 
and put to death. Foolifh -vanity ofVibius Rufus. 
Tiberius* s moderation with refpett to him. At- 
tempt to reform luxury. Liberties taken by L. 
Pifo. ContesJ between Cn. Pifo and Afinius 
Gallus about the vacations of the Senate. Afi- 
nius Gallus propofes to fix the magistrates for five 
years. Tiberius removes that notion. Horten- „ 
Jius'sgrandfon demands a gratification of Tiberius. 
He is rudely refufed. Old Records fought out 
and tranferibed. ■ Germanicufs triumph. Trou- 
bles among the Parthians. Troubles in Armenia. 
Death of Archelaus King if Cappadocia.' Decree 
. of the Senate for reducing his kingdom into a Ro- 
man province. Other commotions in the eaft. 

■ Commiffwn given Germanicus to pacify the Eaft. 
Cn. Pifo made governour of Syria. Tiberius's 
court divided between Germanicus ' and Drufus, 
who continue themfelves good friends. Terrible 
earthquake in Afia. Tiberius eafes the AJiaties. 

. His liberality to feveral Roman Senators. His 
feverity to prodigals. Dedications of feveral tem- 
ples. He wotft fuffer his name to be given to the 
month of November. Apuleia Varilia accufed of 
high- 
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bigb-treafon, and gently treated. Death of Ti- 
tus Liyius, and of Ovid. Drufus fent into ffly- 
ricum on occafion of the war between Maroboduus 
and Arminius. Maroboduus, being dethroned, is 
received into Italy ; and grows old in peace. Ar- 
minius* s death and panegyric. Rhcfcuporis King 
of Thrace, defpoiled of his Kingdom andbanifhed. 
Horrible immorality at Rome. Ordinances to re- 
train it. Action of Mundus and Paulina. 
Egyptian fuperjiitions profcribed. Jews driven 
out of Rome. EleStion of a veftal. New ijland 
in the Archipelago. 

T. Statilius Sisenna Taurus. A.R.767. 

L. Scribonius Libo. aft. C. 16. 

WHILE Germanicus was warring- on thecWpiracj 
Rhine, a plot was (lowly forming &t° f .P™J™ 
Kome, which for a long time employed the care nni. He ii 
and anxietude of Tiberius-, and which, brought J."," f ^j^ 
at laft to light, ended in the death of the guilty Tat a.. ".' 
perfon, who was a young man of very illuftrious £ij tT'fl*- 
birth. w.Uwi. 

Drufus Libo, of the Scribonian family, great- 
grand-fon of the great Pompey, great nephew of 
Scribonia Auguftus's firft wife, and confequently 
coufintotheCefars, a weak young man, Methim- 
felfbe drawn in by Firmius Catus, a Senator, 
who was his great intimate, to form ambitious 
projects •, which exceeded what the circumftances 
T>f the times would let him hope, and yet more 
exceeded his merit. Firmius, who was continu- 
ally magnifying to him the fplendor of his birth, 



F Juvenem improvidum, et facilem inanibus . 2i 

Adolefcentis tam flolidi, quam nobiiis, majora fperanti: 

quam aut iilo feculo quiiquam fperare po"" 

Stn. q. Ixx. 



ipfe ullo. 

and 
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A. R.769. pointing out the ftatucs of the great men of his 
■ft* C. 1 6. family that crouded his hall, eafily perfuaded him 
that there was nothing too high for him to afpire 
to ; and carried him to magicians and aftrologers 
to confult about his great fortune, and the means 
of attaining it. While he was waiting for this 
unavoidable good fortune, Firmius drew him in- 
to luxury and foolifh expence, was one in all his 
debauches, ran in debt and involved himfelf e- 
qually with Libo, the better to acquire his con- 
fidence i and when he had got fufficient proofs 
and witneffes againft him, he traiteroufly turned 
about and became the accufer of him, whofe ac- 
complice, and even corrupter, he was. He de- 
fires an audience of the Emperor, acquainting 
him with the crime and the criminal, by the 
means of Flaccus Vefcularius, a Roman Knight, 
who had accefs to the palace. 

Tiberius gracioufly received the advice, but 
would not fee Firmius, and ordered him to con- 
tinue to addrefs himfelf to Vefcularius. Hisde- 
iign in this was to cover his play, and avoid giv- 
ing Libo any fufpicion. The better to fucceed, 
he made him Pretor ; and admitted him frequent- 
ly to his table, (hewing no ftrangenefs in his be- 
luviour or countenance, nor the lead refentment 
in his words : and 1 when he could have reftrain- 
ed die bad practices of Libo, he chofe to watch 
them. This fcene of diflimulation mufl: have 
lafted above a year : for Suetonius joins Libo's, 
plot with the Pannonian and German {editions, 
as a fecond danger that encreafed Tiberius's a- 
larrns. 
Sua. All this time this artful Prince contented him- 

felf with taking fecret precautions for his fecuri- 

1 Cunflaque ejus difta faftaijuc, qumn prohibere pofl'et, 
fare mali-bat. 7W. 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



TIBERIUS. 117 

ty. Thus, being obliged to facrifice with Libo, A.R.767: 
who was chief-prieft, inftead of a fteel knife, with ""■ *-■ l6 * 
which it was ufual to cut the victims throat, he 
took care that he mould have a leaden one. And 
Libo having defired a private conference with 
him, he made his fon Drufus be prefent ; and all 
the time of the converfation kept hold of Libo's 
right hand, as if he wanted a fupport. 

At laft the affair was carried before the Senate ; 
but neither by the Emperor, nor by his orders. 
One Junius, having been folicited by Libo to 
call up the infernal (hades, informed Fulcinius 
Trio hereof, c This Trio was an informer by 
profeffion, and greedy, fays Tacitus, of wicked 
renown. He immediately enters his action ; goes 
to the Confuls, and defires the affair may be 
brought before the Senate. The Confuls iflue ah 
ordinance for an extraordinary meeting of the 
Senators, fpecifying therein, that they were to 
deliberate on a molt important and weighty af- 
fair. 

Libo the while dreffed in mourning, and ac- , 
companied by fome of the firft ladies in Rome, 
his relations, went from houfe to houfe, begging 
the intereft and votes of his kindred and friends 
in his favor. B Which they all declined, under 
various pretences, but thro' the fame fear. 

The day the Senate fat, Libo, finking under 
fear and anxiety, or, according to fome authors, 
counterfeiting Gcknefs, was brought in a litter 
as far as the porch of the Senate- hou fe -, and, 
having entered the hall, leaning on his * brother, 

1 Celebre inter accufatore? Trionis ingeniom erat avidum- 
que mala: faiuas. 

s Abnuentibus cunftis, quum diverfa pnetenderent, eadem 

" Tacitus dent tell m -who this bretbtr eftht atiufid tvas. 

I 3 he 
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A.R.767. he ftretched his arms towards Tiberius, arid. 

*ft.fc. 17. poured out the molt fubmiflive deprecations. 
Tiberius heard him perfectly unmoved : and for 
anfwer, ordered the depofitions of his accufers 
to be read -, affecting, by a juft temperament, 
neither to foften nor heighten the charge. 

Libo had four accufers ; for there are always 
enow ready to fall on the unfortunate. Befides 
Fulcinius and Catus, of whom one had firft made 
the dlicovery, and the other had long fupplied 
Tiberius with fecret information, Fontcius A- 

frippa and C. Vibius'had alfo entered themfelves. 
hefe difputed among themfelves who mould 
implead the accufed. As Libo had no advocate, 
Vibius offered to give a fummary of the facts, 
and was therefore preferred. He then produced 
his proofs, by which it appeared that Libo had 
been foolifh enough to afk the magicians, whe- 
ther he mould be fo rich as to be able to cover 
with money the great Appian road from Rome 
to Brundufium. l There appeared too many 
other fuch like chimerical extravagancies, de- 
ferving indeed rather of compaflion than puniih- 
ment, if taken in a tenderer fenfe. 
4 But what was particularly objected to the ac- 

cufed, was a lift of the names of the Cefars and 
of fotrie Senators, under which were notes in-cy- 
pher, that the accufer pretended to be of Libo's 
hand writing, and to be magic characters of mif- 
chievous effect. This Libo denied ; and it was 
"refolved to examine his Haves by torture, in 
hopes of coming at the truth. This method of 
procedure, tho' contrary to a decree of the Se- 

Lipfius thinh it was h, Scri- But Ryckius h of another ofi- 
"bonius Libo that year Conful. man. 

' Fueraot et alia hujulQiot'.i , llolida, vana ; ii molliiis ac- 
tipcres, miferanda. 

nate. 
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nare, had been begun, as was faid, by Auguftus, A.R 767, 
who invented a finefie to elude the law. aft.C. 16. 

Libo, feeing things go fo ill, begged only for!; 1 '*,* 
the refpite of a day ; and then returning to his 
houfe, he made one more attempt to foften Ti- 
rjus by the mediation of his kbfman P. Quiri- 
nius. His anfwer was, that he ftiould addrefs 
himfelf to the Senate. 

His houfe was in the mean time inverted bj 
foldiers ; who came into the very porch, fo that 
he could hear and fee them. Libo then advifed 
with the friends he had left, whether he Ihould 
flay for fentence, or prevent it by a voluntary 
death. Scribonia *, his aunt, advifed him not to 
be too precipitate. " Why, ' faid ihe, do you 
meddle with what don't belong to you ? Your 
fate is no more your own concern." This lady, 
whole prudence Seneca prai(es, did not approve 
of a'blind defpair, and rightly judged, that no- 
thing worfe than death could happen to her ne- 
phew. But fuicide was accounted in thofe times 
an heroic aclion ; and Libo refolved on it. 

He was epicure enough however to defire to 
tafte once more before he died the pleafure of 
good eating ■, and accordingly prepared a great 
entertainment ", which ferved only to encreafe his 
regret and torments. At the end of the feait, he 
implored the afliftance of his flaves in putting 
himfelf to death j and as they declined the cruel 
talk, he took them by the arm, and put his 
drawn fword into their hands. Upon this they 

* 'This lady, being no ether- tit Joint Scribonia thai mar- 
•wife defcribed by Seneca than ritd Auguftus and bad Julia, 
as Libo's aunt, is nut probably 

* Quid te jurat alienom negotium agere ? Sm. Ep. lxx. 

■ Ip/is, qnas in noviiTimam voluptatem adhibuerac, epulis 
oxcriidatus. Toe. 

I 4 all 
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A-E- 767- all difperfe and ran away, and in the hurry over- 
*"■ ■ l6 "turn the lights that were on the table. Libo, 
now alone, executed in the horrors of darknefs 
his fetal defign, and gave himfelf two ftabs with 
his fword in the belly. As he groaned and fell, 
his freedmen ran in ; and the foldiers, perceiving 
that he was mortally wounded, retired. His pro- 
fecution was however carried on as if he had 
been living -, and Tiberius vowed, that, guilty as 
he was, he would have interceded witn the Se- 
nate for Libo's life : a vain parade of clemency 
from one, who had forced him to die. His goods 
were confifcated and divided among his accufers 1 
of whom fuch as were Senators were rewarded 
with the Pretorfhip. 

The Senate afterwards ftigmatized the memo- 
ry of Libo by a decree, the feveral articles where- 
of rofe in feverity. It was decreed that Libo's fta- 
tue fhould not accompany the funerals of his fa- 
mily : that none of the Scribonii fhould hence- 
forth affume the lurname of Drufus : that folemn 
thankfgivings to the gods fhould be appointed ; 
that gifts fhould be prefented to Jupiter, Mars, 
and Concord ; and laftly, that the ides of Sep- 
tember, the day Libo flew himfelf, fhould be an 
eftablifhed feftival. Thefe various articles were 
moved for by the moft Hluftrious Senators, who 
laboured with emulation to heap the cruellf ft in- 
famy on the unfortunate, in order to (hew their 
zeal to the Emperor. But he was too penetrating 
not to difcover from what principle proceeded 
thefe oftentauous demonftrations of loyalty. 
Rnww.1 of Libo's affair, in which feveral Diviners and Af- 
diB^te"'- trologers were involved, occafioned the revival 
giinAAflio-of the old ordinances againft thole pelts of So- 
^*™' ciety. Two of them were capitally puniflied, and 
the reft baniflied Italy. But Tibcribus, who be- 
' lieved 
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lieved in Aftrology, and made frequent ufe of it, A.R.yfiy 
did not let this decree be too rigoroufly executed. aft.C. i6- 
So that thofe who promifed to renounce their art 
were fuffered to ftay at Rome. 

On this occafion Dio Cafiius has taken care to RemarkaMe 
preferve a fact that fhews how far Tiberius per- traceofthe 
mitted the Senators to be occafionally free in their government, 
deliberations, and the Magiftratcs in the exercife 
of their' offices. There happening a divilkm in 
the Senate about an article relative to the Aftrolo- 
gers ; Tiberius and his fon D'rufus divided on one 
fide, and a great majority of the Senators on the 
other. But when the decree was going to pafs, 
according to the plurality of voices, a Tribune 
oppofed, and prevented it. Thus the Senate got 
the better of Tiberius, and a Tribune of the Se- 
nate. 

I join, after Suetonius, to the foolifti plot of Aflmof 
Libo theftrange boldnefsof aflaveof Pofthumus p*S'^J, M 
Agrippa ; who having formed the defign of fav- p^uwi 
ing his matter, and not having been able to prevent rJ^^L 
his murder, undertook to perfonate that Prince, 39- 
whom he much refembled in age, fhape, and """' . 
countenance. He fet out by ftealing his afhes ; 
after which, failing to Cofa *, a promontory of 
Etruria, he kept himfelf fome time concealed in 
defert places, till his hair and beard were grown. 

Mean while the confidents of the impoftor 
whifpered about that Agrippa was- iwing; This 
was at firft told as a great fecret, as is nfual about 
things that are difpleafing to a government. Pre- 
sently it gets ground, by the credulity of the igno- 
rant multitude, or by the malice of fuch as laid 
hold of every occafion to embroil things. Then 
the falfe Agrippa appeared ; but with caution; 
entering always the towns in the gloom of the 

• Ncu muni Argentaro, mar to P«rto Hcrcole caTufcanr. 

even- 
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A.R. 767. evening ; and * as he knew that truth is ftrength- 
aft.C. 16. enc d by obfervation and time, fallhood by hafte 
and uncertainty, when he appeared he was always 
in a hiyrry •, he came when he was not expected ; 
and went away before the delufion was difcovered . 
All Italy rang with the happy news that Agrippa 
lived, and had been preferved by the fpecial pro- 
vidence of the gods. It was even believed at 
Rome ; and the deceiver, emboldened by fuccefs, 
comes to Oftia with a numerous retinue, and pub- 
licity (hews himfelf; enters the capital, and 
holds,clandeftine nocturnal cabals. 

Tiberius 1 was at a lofs how to behave on this 
occafion. To ufe arms againlt his flave, was al- 
■mofl: ridiculous ; to leave a grofs impofition co 
deftroy itlelf by time, was fomewhat dangerous. 
Diftrafted by .fear and (hame, fometimes he 
thought nothing fliould be defpifed, fometimes 
that he- ought not, however, to be afraid of every 
thing. At laft he orders Salluft to effay his ad- 
drefs and cunning. 
He""**- This minifter pitched on two of his clients, 
wd^th!" f° me f*y oa wo fo'diers, whom he fent to the 
, falfe Agrippa, to infinuate themfelves into his 
favor^ by: 'offering money, and their fervice in 
all hazards. Thefe artfully executed their com- 
miiTion -, and watching a night when the impof- 
tor was not on his guard, they, with affiftance, 
ieize on, bind, gag, and carry him to the pa- 
lace. 

- The Emperor himfelf examined him -, and 
when he afkcd him, how he came to be Agrippa ; 

« Quia Veritas villi et mora, falfa feftioatione et ioccrtis 
. vakfcunt, Tclinquebat ramam aut prateniebat; Tac. 

1 Tibcrinm anctps cura diftrahere, vine militum coerceret 
fervum fuura, an i nan em crcdulitatem tempore ipfo vanef- 
cere fineret. Modo nihil fpemendum, modo non omnia me- 
tuenda, ambigaus pudoris eC metus, reputabat. -,. , 

"Juft, 
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" Juft, anfwered the audacious flave, as you came A.R. 767. 
to be Cefar." It was not poffible to make him **■ ^ *"■ 
difcover the names of his accomplices : and, as 
Tiberius durft not execute him publickly, he 
was killed in a fecret part of the palace, and his 
body privately carried away. This affair was un- 
attended with confequences. Tiberius wifely fti- 
fled it ; and tho' it was firmly believed, that 
ibme of his houlhold, fome Knights, and Sena- 
tors, had fupplied the impoftor -with money, 
and affifted him with counfel, no enquiry was 
made. 

Dio enables us to add here another aft of mo- FooiifliTmi- 
deration of Tiberius, tho' in a much lighter af- R ^ f a ,^' l " u, 
fair. Vibius Rufus, a vain man, gloried much-Tii-wi - 
in having in his pdflefiion the curule chair of JJm, «(j£a 
Cefar the dictator, in which he was killed ; and »hm 
in being married to Terentia, Cicero's widow. 
This lady muft have been very aged at that 
time, fince Cicero had been dead eight and fifty 
years: but the fact is poflible j for we learn from 
Pliny and Valerius Maximus, that flic exceeded Pffi1.1ii.4i. 
the com mon limits of humanity, and lived to the ^ ^"' 
age of an hundred and three years. Vibius Rufus 
then thought himfelf a fecond Cefar, becaufe he 
fat in his chair -, and another Cicero, becaufe he 
lay with his wife. Such vanity feemed only wor- 
thy of laughter to Tiberius, who, inftead of fear- 
ing the new Cefar and treating him as criminal, 
made him Conful. Vibius's name is not to 
be found ampng the ordinary Confuls : therefore 
he'muft have been one of the fubftmited. 
1 The Senators yet enjoyed the privilege of pro- At ™ P t i 
"pofing whatever they thought conducive to thcj^*™ 1 "" 
good of the ftate. When their turn came to t«. A*, a. 
fpeak, they could, as in the time of the repub- 31 * 
lie, depart from the matter in deliberation, and 

■ ' ■ ad- 
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AR- 767- advance their own obfervations and notions about 
aft.c. 16. u f c f u | institutions, or reformation of abufes. Q. 
Haterius, a Confular, and Odavius Fronto, for- 
merly Pretor, exerting this right, inveighed a- 
gainft the reigning luxury ; and, at their requeft, ■ 
a decree paffed to prohibit the ufe of golden 
plate, and to * forbid mens debafing themfelves, 
as Tacitus lays, by the ufe of effeminate filks. 

Fronto went farther, and defired a regulation 
with refpecl: to filver plate, furniture, and the 
number of (laves. But Afinius Gallus oppofed 
him, the advocate of luxury. He reprefented j 
** That with the growth of the empire private 
riches had likewifc grown -, and this from the re- 
moteft antiquity. That the wealth of the Fa- 
bricii was different from that of the Scipio's. That 
the condition of the State was the meafure of 
private fortunes, which were fmall when it was 
diitrefled, but increafed with its profperity. That 
in plate, furniture, Oaves, nothing was extrava- 
gant or frugal but in proportion to the condition 
of the poffeflbr. That a diftin&ion indeed had 
been made between the riches of the Senators, 
the knights, and the people ; but not becaufe 
nature had made any fuch difference between 
them, but becaufe it was proper that thoie who 
had the pre- eminence in rank, office, arid order, 
fhould alfo enjoy more abundantly the means of 
diverting the mind, and preferving the body. 
Unlefs it could be expefted that the firft men in 
a State fbould. undergo the heavieft fatigues and 
dangers, and yet be deprived of the alleviations 
of fatigue and danger." Thefe reafons, which 
' are at this day made ufe of in fupport of the 
fame caufe, did not appear fatisfaftory to Tacitus. 

1 Nc veftis ferica viros fcedaret. 
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* The advocate for vice, faysthe grave hiftorian, A.R.767, 
was heard with applaufe by an audience who aft - c -' 6 ' 
found in his difcourfe an apology for their man- 
ners. Tiberius himfelf too, tho' inclined to fe- 
verity, declared that it was not a feafon for exer- 
cifing the Cenforlhip, and that, when a reforma- 
tion became necefiary, he would undertake it 
himfelf. And in faft, his example did not au- 
thorize luxury, as we fhall have occafion to ob- 
ferve elfewhere. 

In the fame aflembly of the Senate, wherein Libmin 
pafled what we have related, L. Pifo, an illuftri- ?*S^* 
ous Senator, but fiery and impetuous, exhibited 
a Angular fcene. After he had bitterly declaim- 
ed againft the intrigues of candidates •, the cor- 
ruption of judges ; and the inhumanity of the 
orators, who were always breathing impeach- 
ments againft honeft men ; he declared he could 
not live any longer in fo vitious a place as Rome; 
and that he would retire into fome diftant coun- 
try, out of the way of the human fpecies. This 
faid, he inftantly arofe, as going to execute 
what he had threatened. Tiberius was moved ; 
and not fatisfied with endeavouring to appeafe 
himfelf the anger of Pifo, he engaged his rela- 
tions to reftrain him by perfuafion or intreaty. 

The fame Pifo gave foon after another inftance 
of his intrepid liberty, by profecuting Urgula- 
nia, Livia's favorite, and therefore above law. 
She lb infolently abufed her credit, that having 
been cited as a witnefs in a caufe before the Se- 
nate, (he refilled to appear ; and had a Pretor 
fent to take her depofition ; when the Veftal vir- 
gins, who enjoyed the higheft privileges, were 
neverthelefs, obliged to depofe before the judges 

1 Faeilem adfenfum Gallo fub nominibus honeftis eonfeflio 
vitiorum, et fimilitudo audientium, deilit. 

3 in 
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A.fc.767. in the Forum. Urgulania accordingly difdained 
aft.C. ifi-pifo'j citation; and inftead of appearing to an- 
fwer it, went publicly to the palace of the Em- 
peror. Pit©, who had juftice on his fide, acted 
as haughtily as fhe, and tho' Liyia complained 
of his want of refp&ft for her, ceafed not vigo- 
roufly to profecute his fuit. 

Tiberius, divided between his complaifanceto 
his mother, and his defire to maintain order, 
thought to fatisfy both, by going to the Pretor's 
tribunal, and folliciting perfonally for Urgulania. 
Accordingly, he went out of the palace, order- 
ing his guards to follow at a diftance ; and walk- 
ed on gravely, converfing with thofe who ac- 
companied him, thro' a crowd of people that 
kept their eyes on him. Mean while, all Pifo's 
relations were preffing him in vain to defift. So 
that Livia was obliged to pay him the fum of 
money he claimed. Thus ended this affair, 
much to Pifo's honor, and more to the Empe- 
ror's. But Tiberius was commended too foon j 
for it will appear hereafter, that he entertained a 
deep refentment againft Pifo, which only waited 
for an opportunity to mew itfelf. 
Conteftbe. Tacitus relates here, a conteft that arofe be- 
Pifo^j ' A . tween Cn. Pifo (who mult not be confounded 
iuiiua cjatius wi th -the Pifo we have been fpeaking of) and A- 
™tioM of finius Gajlus. It was about the vacations, which 
tie Senate. Cn. Pifo was not for having the Senate admit of, 
tho* Tiberius had talked of being abfcnt for 
fometime. On the contrary, he infilled that it was 
a reafon for continuing the profecution of buii- 
nefs, as it would redound to the honor of the 
commonwealth, to have the Senators or Magis- 
trates perform their parts equally, in the prefence 
or abfence of the Prince. This opinion had an 
air of liberty that was not unpleafing to many. 
1 As 
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As therefore Pifo had appropriated that kind of A.R.767. 
merit, Gallus had nothing left but to make his aft-^-' 6 - 
court to Tiberius ; which he did. He maintain- 
ed that the affembled Senate owed it's chief dig- 
nity to the prefence of the Prince-, and that 
therefore, it was proper to referve for him the 
concourfe, that the judgments and deliberations 
of the Senate drew to Rome from Italy and the 
provinces. The difpute waxed warm on both 
fides, without Tiberius's feeming the leaft to 
concern himfelf in it, or fpeaking a fingle word. 
But the adjournment was carried.. 

Tiberius was not equally filent upon a propo- Afiniin&i- 
fition made by Afinius Gallus, which hethought ■«> pr°p°f= 
tended to weaken the Imperial authority. This Magiftme» 
proposition was bipartite. In the firft place, it for fi ™ 
appointed Magiftrates, not for one year as ufu- ™^i u , re- 
al, but for five years at once, as had been prac- ™™ ,hat 
tiled by the Dictator, Cefar, and after .him by not ' on ' 
the Triumviri ; and it alfo bellowed the Pretor- 
ihip on thofe Commanders of legions who had 
never yet exercifed it. 

It is eafy to imagine why the fecond article 
hurt Tiberius. Every thing that concerned the Shw.to.jo. 
military was in the Emperor's province; and 
tho* Tiberius had once (hewn fo much deference 
to the Senate, as to oblige a considerable officer 
to anfwer before that affembly an accufation of 
rapine and violence ; he doubtlefs, did not like 
that the principal Senators lhould arrogate to 
themfelves a right of conferring favors on thofe 
in the fervice. In the anfwer Tacitus puts in his 
mouth, nothing is faid on this fecond head. Ti- 
berius did not love to be explicite about the myf- 
teries of ftate-. As to the firft, he pretended to 
difcover in it an increafe of power that offended 
his modefty. " Why will you, faid he, have 
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A-R.767.fne take on myfelf fo many nominations ; which 
ait-C. 16. mu [j. i nev i[ a t)iy expofe mc to more refufals ? It is 
fcarce pofiible every year to avoid giving difguft, 
tho' the hopes of being more fuccefsfu] next year 
is fome confolation to thole who fail. But when 
candidates are to be rejefted for five years, what 
will comfort them, and how great will their re- 
fentment be ? Befides, who can forefee the alte- 
rations that fuch a tract of time may make in 
the minds, families, and fortunes, or fubjedh ? 
Pride feizes thofe defigned for a power of fome 
months, even before they enter on it : How im- 
perious will it not make them to enjoy a Magif- 
tracy for five years ? It will alfo multiply every 
Magiftrate into five ; and fubvert the laws, which 
have wifely provided a proper time, as well for 
iblliciting, as enjoying preferments." By this 
artful difcourfe, which feemed to have no other 
view than the general good, he put a ftop to an 
innovation that might have prejudiced his autho- 
rity, by increafing the boldnefs of the ambitious, 
and the complaints of the malecontents, and by 
depriving htm for five years, of the means of 
rewarding fuch as had been ferviceabk to him. 
He knew well, that hopes of a future reward o- 
perated much more powerfully on men than gra- 
titude for a paft favor. 
BaxttnTais's Tiberius, about this time gave gratuities to 
SJl»„. feveral poor Senators ; and this doubtlefs, cm- 
Ration of boldened M. Hortalus, grandfon of the orater . 
' e " u *' Hortenfius, to aik him to relieve his indigence. 
Hortalus ill deferved the favor of the Emperor 
by his own conduct, if he is the perfon cited by 
vat. Max. Valerius Maximus, among the examples of un- 
■ s * worthy dependents of great families. In other 
refpects the circumftances of his cafe were very 
favorable. It was his father, who was killed at- 



JigiiizedDy GoOgle 



TIBERIUS. 129 

ter the battle of Philippi, by order of Anthony, A.R. 767. 
as a bad fubjeft, that had ruined him. Auguftus, aft - c - l6 ' 
who had a vanity in hindering the ancient fami- 
lies of the Republic from falling to decay, gave 
him a * million of fefterces to marry. Hortalus • 195000 
obeyed j and had ifliie four children, all now ^"'"Ve™* 
very young, whom Jie brought into the porch td. EngUa. 
of the Senate-houfe ; and when it came to his 
turn to fpeak, he expreffed himfelf in this 
manner : 

" * Thofe children, Fathers, whofe number 
and youth you fee, are the fruits of a marriage 
that I contracted in obedience to my Prince. 
And truly, my anceftors deferved to have pofte- 
rity. But as the circumftances of the times 
have not been advantageous to me, and as I have 
not been able to inherit or acquire the ufual fup- 
ports of nobility, riches, popularity, nor even 
eloquence itfelf, the fortune of our family ; I 
deemed it fufficient, in my (lender circumftances, 
to live without difgracing myfelf, or burdening 
others. By the Emperor's command I married. 
Behold the offspring of fo many f Confuls and 

1 Patres Confcripti, bos quorum numerum et pueritiam 



majores mei meruerant ut pofteros haberent. Sed ego, qui 
non pecuniam, non ftudia populi, neque eloquentiam, gen- 
tile domus noftra bonum, varietate temporum accipere vel 
parare potuiiTcm, fads habebam, fi tenues res mes nee mihi 
pudori, nee cuiquam oneri, forent. Julius ab Imperatore 
uxorcm duxi : £n ftirps et progenies tot Confulum, tot Dic- 
tatorum. Nee ad invidiam ifta, fed eonciliands mifericor- 
dia; refero. Adfequentur, florente te, Carfar, quos dederis 
honoies : interim Q^ Hortenfii pronepotea, divi Augufti a- 
lumnos, ab inopia defende. 

f tttFaSAflraybvwhb brought lack the people front 

hut frwo Can/ah and me DM*- Mons Janiculus Hubert they 

tor of the houfe of Hortenfia. bad retired. Of the ftuo Cm- 

The Di&ator, created A.R.466, full, one named for the year 

Vol. IX. K Di&a- 
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A. R. 767. Dictators. They are certainly not in an enviable 
aft. C. 16. fituation ; and it is only to excite your compaf- 
fion for thefe children that I mention the fplendor 
of their anceftors. Under your protection and 
aufpices, Cefar, they may arrive at the honors 
you think them deferving of. In the mean time, 
defend from want the great grandfons of Hor- 
tenfius, and the fofter-fons of Auguftus." 
He it redely Tiberius was one of thofe whom demands 
™ fiifcd " four, and who choofe to be generous of their 
own accord. Befides, the b favorable difpofition 
of the Senate to Hortalus was, according to 
Tacitus, a reafon for his being the lefs conde- 
fcending. He anfwered him therefore with all 
imaginable rigor. " If all that are poor, fays 
he, come here to beg a provifion for their chil- 
dren, the public will be impoverilhed, without 
fatiating the greedinefs of particulars. And cer- 
tainly, if Senators have been allowed to depart 
fometimes from the matter in debate, and to pro- 
pofe what they thought of importance to the 
ftate j they are not therefore to abufe that liberty 
by entertaining. us with their domeftic concerns, 
and taking occafions to increafe their fortunes, 
and to render the Senate and Prince odious, whe- 
ther they are refufed or gratified. But in truth, 
* thefe are not petitions, but demands, altogether ill— 

644, dyed befort he entered an in /peaking thus, daubtlefs, cam- 
hit office ; the other ii the cele- frehendt the alliances of his fa- 
_ Stated Orator. But Hortalus, mfy. 

b Inclinatlo Senatus indumentum Tibario fait, quo 
promptjns adVerfaretur. 

c Non enim preces funt iftue, fed efBagltatio, intempelUva 
quidem ec improvifa, quum aliis de rebus convenerint Patres 
confur^ere, et numero acque state liberfim . fuorum. urgere 
modefham Senatus, eamdem vim in me tranfmittere, ac 
velut perfringere airarium, quod Ji ambitionc exhanferimus, 
per fcelera fuppleadum erit. 

timed ; 
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timed ; Awhile the Senate is aflembled upon other A.R.767. 
affairs, one ftands up, and points put the num- ""■ c -\ 6, 
ber and infancy of his children, importunes the 
aflembly, with equal violence attacks me, and 
forces open, as it were,^ the exchequer ; which if 
exhaufted by inconfiderate bounties, muft be fup- 
plied by tyranny and oppreflion. The divine 
Auguftus, Hortalus, gave you money, but un- 
follicited j and never intended to oblige us to fup- 
ply you with unceafing generofity. If this me- 
thod once prevails, d if people are to have no 
care of themfelves, and no hopes in their own 
induftry, emulation will ceafe, floth will take 
its place, and every one grown fluggifhly idle, 
will expect to be fupported by others, and be- 
come ufelefs to themfelves, and burdenfome to 
the public." 

' This difcourfe, fays Tacitus, was approved 
only by thofe, who are pleafed with every thing 
that comes out of the mouth of the Prince, 
whether good or bad, juft or unjuft. But the 
filence, or low murmurs of the majority of the 
Senators, convinced Tiberius, that the alTembly 
was diflatisfied. He therefore added, that he 
had anfwefed Hortalus •, yet, if the Senate de- 
fired it, he would give *two hundred thoufand "15,000 
fefterces to every one of his fons. The houfe l 'l7?', iioaf 
returned him thanks for this ; but Hortalus faid 44 ' IJ1 ' 
nothing, either thro* fear, or becaufe, perhaps, 
he retained in his poverty ^bme of the fpirit of 

d Languefcet alioquin indoftria, intendetur focordia, li 
nullus ex fe metas ant fpca ; et fecuri omnes aliena fubfidia 
cxpeftabunt, fibi ignavi, nobis graves. 

1 Hsec atque talia, qnanquam cum adfenfu audita ab his 
quibns omnia Principum, honefta atque inhonciU, 1 an dare 
tnos eft, plures per ulentium, aut occult u in murmur exce- 
pere. 

K 2 his 
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A.R.767. his family. Tiberius, however, never foftened ; 
aft,c - l6, and faw, with indifference, the houfe of Horten- 

fius reduced to beggary. 

2JJE? ' Wc fiia " finil11 the relation of the events of 

and t» n - this year, by Tiberius's carefulnefs about the anci- 

fcnbcd. entj p U t)h c records. Many of thefe had been 

loft ; and others were fo defaced by time, that 

it was difficult to read them. He commiffioned 

three Senators to get fuch as exifted tranfcribed, 

and to fearch after fuch as did not appear. 

A.R.768. C. CoELIWS RlIFUS. 

aft C. 17. L. POMPONIUS FLACCUS. 

cermani- The twenty fixth of May, in the Confullhip 
wnh^V °^ Ccelius ^ Pomponius, Germanicus tri- 
^«».ii.4i!'umphed over the Cherufcans, the Cattans, the 
Angrivarians, and the other nations between the 
Rhine and the Eib. A great many illuftrious 
prifoners marched before the triumphal carr ; 
Streio, i.vii. Segimond, Segeftes's fon, Thufnelda, his daugh- 
ter, and Artninius's wife, holding in her arms * a 
fon of the age of three years, Sefithacus, ne- 
phew of Segeftes, and feveral others, whofe 
names may be feen in Strabo. But what was re- 
markable was, that tho' all Segeftes's family 
were led captive in this triumph, he htmfell ap- 
peared with honor and diftinftion, as the old, 
faithful ally of the Roman people. The fpoils 
of the Germans wercalfo exhibited ; and the re- 
prefentations of mountains, rivers, and engage-' 
ments ; and, tho' the war was not finjfhed, Ger- 
manicus's triumph was not confidered as the lefs 

* Tbtiage does not agreeivith fins, prifintrt among the Ro- 

tbat of the fin of Arminius, mans, or Strabo makes thai 

•who was born in Italy during lohick ivas led in triumph tea 

his mother t captivity. There- aid. 
fore Arminius either bod fiu* 



3,g,1,zedb; G00gle 



TIBERIUS. I33 

juft, or lefs glorious, becaufe he would willingly A. R 768. 
have compleated it. aft. C. 1 7. 

The people contemplated with admiration the 
heroic prefence of this Prince, his becoming air, 
and his, five children that filled his chariot. "But 
a fecret difquiet mingled with their joy, when 
they reflected, that his father Drufus, and his 
uncle f Marcellus, had been both by early deaths, 
fnatched from the affections and hopes of the 
Roman people ; fb that it feemed the fate of the 
nation to lole all it's favorites prematurely. 

Tiberius distributed to the people, in Germa- 
nicus's name, * three hundred fefterces a -man ; #,.]]„„ 
and would be himfelf his collegue in the Con- *l- 10*. 
fulfhip he had promifcd him for the fucceeding , 

year. But thefe external appearances of good- will 
deceived no-body. The world knew he did not 
love his nephew ; and he foon proved it, by ei- 
ther procuring by his artifices, an opportunity to 
fend him from Rome, or laying hold of the firft 
that chance offered. Parthia, Armenia, Cap- 
padocia, Syria, Judea, in a word, all the Eaft, 
being in agitation, or in danger of being fo, fur- 
nished him with the pretext. And of thefe trou- 
bles, it is proper I fhould give the reader ibme 
account, beginning with the Parthians. 

We may remember that old Phraates, tho' he 
had gained great advantages over the Romans m ^ the** 
under Anthony's command, fliewed, neverthe- ??* tll jJ™" 
lefs, much deference and refpect to Auguftus j a. 1". 

1 Sed fuberat occulta formido reputantibus, haud profpe- 
rum in Drufo patre ejus, favorem vulgi ; avunculum ejufdcm 
Marcellum flagrantibus plebis ftudiis ereptum; breves et in- 
fauftos populi Romani amores. 

t Marcellus was hnthtr of Antonla, Germanicus's mo- 
ther. 

K 3 even 
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A.R.768. even fo far as to reftore the colours taken from 
%'MaI- Craffus, and to fend his four fons almoft as hof- 
tiq.vim. j, tages. Thefe Princes continued at Rome du- 
ring the reign of Phraataces, their brother, and 
of Orodes, who being of the blood of the Ar- 
facidas, tho' of another branch, had fucceeded 
Phraataces, who was depofed by his fubjetts; 
When a confpiracy had alio dethroned, and even 
deftroyed Orodes ; the Parthians being without 
a King, divided among themfelves, and tired of 
their civil diflenfions, thought of Phraates's fons 
who had been many years among the Romans. 
They fend to Rome an ambaffy, compofed of 
the chief among them, to demand the Prince 
Vonones, the eldeft of Phraates's family, in or- 
der to reinftate him in the throne of his fathers, 
Auguftus*, who was then alive, looked upon 
this event as very glorious to him, and fent Vo- 
nones laden with prefents. 

The Barbarians received their new King with 
joy. But foon they reproached one another with 
what they had with ardor defired. They faid 
One to another ; " That the Parthians had de- 
generated, in fetching from another world a 
King, debauched with the arts and maxims of 
their enemies. That the throne of the ArfacidaB 
was now deemed a Roman province, and dif- 
pofed of by the Romans as they thought proper, 
IVhat will become, added they, of the glory we ac* 
quired by killing Crejfus, and repulfing Anthony, if 
Cefar'sflave, who has fo many years bore the yoke, 
is fuffmi to reign over the Parthiani <"* 

* /» Tacitus 's /ftrf tut have xatb booi of iff Jmtfls, chap- 

hcre the neons Cedar, tabid terthelltb,iubtr*CUa6inafayi 

may equally jignify Tiberius, or exfrtfsly, That Auguftus govt 

Auguftus. But the ambiguity a King to the Parthians, •wbiib 

it defrayed by a feffagt of the King toiddanly be Vonones. 

Vonones 
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Vonones himfelf, by the difference of his man- A. R.768. 
ners from thofe of his ancestors, increafed the "*• C " ' ?• 
contempt of his haughty fubjefts. They were 
Shocked at feeing him fo feldom a hunting, at 
the fmall regard he had for horfes, at his being 
carried in a litter in the towns, and at his con- 
temning the plain eating of the Parthians. They 
ridiculed his tafte for the converfation of learned 
Greeks, and his care to lock up (as was pra&ifed 
at Rome) the molt common and trifling things. 
His B very virtues, becaufe unknown to the Par- ' 

thians, appeared to them vices. Nothing could 
be more remote from the practice of the Arfaci- 
dse, then to permit an eafy accefs to their per- 
fons, or to (hew an anticipating politenefs ; and 
the Parthians were fo attached to their own cuf- 
toms, that they equally hated in their King, 
what was laudable, and what was blameable. 

A revolt foon followed this general murmur- Kw. Act- 
ing. Artabanus, a Prince of the family of the -"^ 
Arfacidse, and King of Media, being lent for, 
came, and put himfelf at the head of the male- 
contents. There were two engagements, in the 
firft of which Vonones was victorious. But 
being entirely defeated in the fecond, he was ob- 
liged to feek an afylum in Armenia, which feem- 
cd to open it's arms to receive him. 

For the throne was then vacant. Ariobarza- TreuMafo 
nes, whom Cuius Cefar, Augustus's grandfon, a™" 1 "*- 
had made King over the Armenians, dying in a 
few years, his pofterity had not been able to 
maintain themielves in pofleffion of the kingdom. 
The Armenians then tried the government of a 
woman named Erato ; and being quickly tired 

e Sed prompti aditas, obvia comitas, Ignota: Parthis vir- 
tutcs, nova vitia; et quia ipforura moribus aliena, periods 
odium pravis et honeftis. Tat. 

K 4 of. 
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A. R.768, of, depofed her ; fo that they were now b rather 
■ft.C.17. without a tyrant, than free. Vonones, coming' 
among them while affairs were thus fituated, was 
well received, and made King. But Artabanus, 
purfuing and menacing his rival, and Armenia 
being unable of itfelf to make head againft the 
Farthians, and the timid diftruftful policy of Ti- 
■ berius, who had then took the reins of the Ro- 
man government, notfufferinghim to enter into 
a war with them, Silanus Creticus, Proconful of 
Syria, invited Vonones to come to him -, and 
when he had him in his power, fet a guard over 
him, leaving him the name and equipage of a 
King. Artabanus hereupon made his fon Oro- 
des King of Armenia. There commotions a- 
mong the Parthians, and Armenians, are related 
by Tacitus in the preceding year. 
Duth of This year, Cappadocia fuffered alio a revolu- 
££""^ us tion by the means of Tiberius. Archelaus, de- 
oppadocia. fcended from Archelaus, Mithridates's General, 
ttesouL "^ reigned there fifty years. His kingdom 
foncducmg had been given him by Anthony, to whom he 
!* k » "iu™ continued faithful 'till after the battle of Ac~tium. 
nun pro- Having been confirmed by Auguftus in the 
?"<™^™. throne, ne had behaved in fuch a manner, as to 
ii. 41. & give the Romans no kind of fufpicions. But he 
ta'tiv}. had offended Tiberius, by (hewing him no civi- 
lity during his retreat at Rhodes. This he had 
not done thro' haughtinefs, but policy -, having 
been advifed by his friends at Auguftus's court, 
that C. Cefar, the Emperor's grantifon, was the 
favorite, and that it was not fare at that juncture 
to feem engaged with Tiberius. But Tiberius 
was the more piqued at the indifference and cold- 
nefs of Archelaus, becaufe he was under obliga- 

h Magis fine domino, quam in Iibertatc. 
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tions to him; Tiberius having defended him, A. R.^isa. 
when an accufation was brought againft him be- "&.C. 17. 
fore Auguftus. 

When he attained the fovereignty, he did not 
, think it below the Emperor, to revenge the in- 
juries of Auguftus's fon-in-law. He even ufed 
cunning againft his weak enemy 5 and his mo- 
ther, at leaft went halves in the plot. She wrote 
to the King of Cappadocia, advifing him to 
come to Rome, and implore her fbn's cle- 
mency, whofe juft: refentment Ihe confcfied, but 
flattered him, at the fame time, with hopes of for- 
givenefs. 

Archelaus, either did not fufpeft the deceit, 
or was apprehenfive of violence, in cafe helhew- 
ed anydiftruft. He came 'then to Rome ; where 
he found the Emperor implacable, and a charge 
of fedition and rebellion againft him laid before 
the Senate. It would not have been difficult for 
him to have cleared himfelf of imaginary crimes ; 
but ' equal treatment is unufual to Kings, and to 
-be treated like malefactors intolerable. Grief 
feized on Archelaus, which, added to his age, 
killed him, or prevailed on him to kill himfelf. 
Tiberius upon this, caufed a decree of the Se- 
nate to pafs, for uniting Cappadocia to the Roman 
Empire i and that his injuftice to Archelaus 
might be covered by a pretence of public good, 
he declared, That the revenues of this new pro- 
vince, would enable him to reduce to half the 
tax of the hundredth denarius, about which the 
people had made fruitlefs remonftrances two 
years before. 

Two other little kingdoms of thefe countries, oti« r <* m - 
Comagena and Cilida, having about the fame ^ I ^ in 

I Regibus anjua, nedum infima, infolita fuut. Tac. 

time 
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A*R. 768. time loft their Kings, Antiochus, and Philopater, 
aft. C. 17. diffenfions arofe between the nobility and people. 
The firft, defired the Roman government, under 
which they, doubtlefs, expe&ed opportunities of 
advancing themfelves, and making fortunes, and 
the people preferred the dominion of their Kings, 
as what they had been accuftomed to. 

The provinces too of Syria and Judea, over- 
burdened with taxes, petitioned for relief. 

Thefe affairs in the Eaft, gave Tiberius the 
Commiffion pretence he wanted, to take Germanicus from the 
i*™' 000 - armies on the Rhine that were well affe&ed to 
pic^y Lhc him ; and fend him into diftant countries, where 
£,ft - he might be expofed to innumerable dangers, 
and where attempts on his life would be eafily 
concealed. 

He reprefented therefore to the Senate all I 
have related, and added, " That only Germa- 
nicus's wifdom could put a flop to thefe growing 
troubles. That for himfelf, he began to find 
he was too old to take fuch long journies, and 
that his fon Drufus had not yet years, or experi- 
ence enough." Germanicus had accordingly 
given him the command over all the provinces 
beyond fea ; with an authority fuperior to that 
of the Proconfuls, or Propretors, that governed 
the different countries, either in the name of the 
Senate, or of the Prince. 

The employment was glorious, and fuch as 

had formerly been beftowed on Pompey, and af- 

SdJoSU terwarcis on Brutus, and Caflius. Brit Tiberius 

not of sjri>' had provided an adverfary for Germanicus inCn. 

Pifo, whom he had for that very purpofe made 

Governor of Syria. He had recalled Creticus 

Silanus, who was about to enter into Germani- 

cus's alliance, by marrying his daughter to Nero 

the eldeft of Germanicus's fons ; and Pifo, who 

Cue- 



L^iiizal^GoOglf 



TIBERIUS. 139 

■ fucceeded him, was an haughty, imperious, A. R.768. 
violent man; and incapable of obedience. He* f, * C "'7* 
inherited thefe qualities from his father, of whom 
we have * elfewhere fpoke ; and his pride was * b.;. a.r. 
greatly increafed by his marriage with Plancina, 7 ^} tirac 
whofe birth (which was derived from the cele- 
brated Plancus) was fet off by great riches. Pi- 
fo therefore confidered himfelf as fcarce inferior 
to Tiberius, but much fuperior to his fons ; and 
he knew he was employed to make head againft 
Germanicus, and ftop a flight that feemed to 
Tiberius too afpiring. Some thought that Pifb 
had fecret orders for his conduct : and Tacitus 
afTures us, as of an undoubted fact, that Livia 
recommended to Plancina to plague Agrippina, 
to affect an equality with her, and to loie no op- 
portunity of mortifying her. 

Such were the intrigues of the court, which Tito™* 
was now divided between Germanicus and Dm- ^"" e ^, T " w 
fus. Tiberius was, as was natural, for his Jon. cemWcut 
But Germanicus, extremely amiable of himfelf, ^^|' 
was the more efteemed by mofl: of the Romans, «■« than- 
on account of his uncle's antipathy to him. Be- ftj^T°* 
, fides, he was of more illuftrious defcent than Dru- 
ms on the mother's fide, being grandfon of An- 
thony, and grand-nephew of Auguftus ; where-* 
as, Drufus's great-grandfather was Atticus, a 
Roman Knight, whofe name feemed todifgrace 
that of the Claudii. And Agrippina, by her 
glorious fruitfulnefs, and unfufpe&ed virtue, 
quite eclipfed Livilla the fpoufe of Drums. But 
what is very remarkable, and does great honor 
to the young Princefs, is, * that whilft every thing 
was in a ferment about them, they themfeves 

k Sed frawes egregie, Concordes, et projrimoruin cemmi- 

nibus inconcuifi. Tat, 

wer« 
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A.R. 768. were cool, and lived in perfect union, without 
aft. C. 1 7. concerning themfelves with the divifions and ca- 
bals of their partizans. 
•Tec j**. Their unanimity appeared in an affair in itfelf 
"' s '" of fmall importance, if not fet off by Tacitus's 
reflections. Vipfanius Gallus, a Pretor, being 
dead, Haterius Agrippa was candidate for the 
vacancy. He had the intereft of Germanicus, 
whofe kinfman he was, and alfo that of Drufus ; 
but the law was againft him, and preferred that 
candidate who had molt children. So that a con- 
teit arofe, and ' Tiberius rejoiced to fee the Se- 
nate divided between his fons and the laws. The 
law, without doubt, was vanquifhed ;. yet not in- 
ftantly, and by a fmall majority, and with the 
fame ftruggle as when laws were in force. 

Germanicus did not fet out till the clofe of 

the year on his journey to the Eaft, where he pe- 

rifhed. But to avoid interrupting the relation, 

I (hall place here all the facts that concur in time 

with this unfortunate expedition, but have no 

other relation to it. 

««th b,e ke ^ u Minor was affiled with the moft terrible 

^Afil? ' * earthquake that ever was known. Twelve ce- 

Tac.Ann. j e brated cities were overthrown in one night, 

without a poflibility of forefeeing the misfortune. 

Many people, doubtlefs, were buried under the 

ruins, and paiTed immediately from fleep to 

death j and thofe who efcaped, had not the ufual 

fanctuary, a flight to the fields j for the earth o- 

pening under their feet, fwallowed them. Mighty 

1 Tiberius letabatur, quum inter filios ejus et leges Senatus 
difceptaret. Viftaeftfinedubiolex, fednequeftatim.etpaucis 
fuftragiis: quomodo, etiam quum valcrcnt, leges vinco- 
bantar. 

• Maximusteme.memoria know that any fubftqutnt earth- 
mortilium,motus.i7/)j. ii. 83. quakt enables m to /often his ex- 
Siact fliay/poie thus, I do not frejjkn. 

moun> 
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mountains fubfided, and vallies were heaved into A. R.768. 
hills; eruptions of fubterraneous fire increafed ™-C. 17- 
the horror and devaftation. 

The unfortunate Afiatics found fome relief in Tibcriu. 
the liberality of the Emperor. The city of Sar- %££" A * 
dis had fufFeredthe moll. Tiberius promifed the 
Sardians * ten millions of fefterces, and exempt- • "so 00 * 
ed them from all tribute for five years. The o- inEn f i.mo- 
ther towns that had fuffered, obtained the fame " e J abo "' 
remiflion, and gratuities proportionate to their 6j*V1 
• lofles. To make a juft repartition of thefe boun- 
ties, and to give the necelVary orders in this con- 
juncture, a Commiffary was fent by the Senate 
on the fpot j and he was chofen among the Pre- 
tors, and not among the Confulars, becaule, as 
a Confular Senator governed Ada, it was appre- 
hended that the jealoufy and rivallhip, which ea- 
fily intervene between thofe of the fame rank, 
might impede the relief of the fufFerers. This tiJW-adiir, 
munificence gained Tiberius great encomiums ; 
and the cities ef Afia, to perpetuate it's remem- 
brance, ftruck medals on the occafion ; fome of 
which are at this time iubfifting. 

This Prince knew perfectly well the way to His libera 
glory ; and he added, at the fame time, fome li- ^R°m Ve * 
beralities, which, tho* they made lefs noife, as senators. 
being confined to particulars, got him, never- 
thelefs, great reputation. A wealthy woman, 
named Emilia Mufa, having died without a will 
or heir, the public Treafurers, who always are 
on the look out, claimed her fortune as an ef- 
cheat. Tiberius put a ftop to their proceedings ; 
and gave her eftate to Emilius Lepidus, of whofe 
family (he feemed to be a branch. One Patulei- 
us, a rich Roman Knight, having left Tiberius 
half his fubftance ; he, knowing that Patuleius, 
by a prior will, had given his all to M. Servilius, 
1 would 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



i 4 2 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 
A. R.768. would have the firft teftament ftand. LepiduS 
aft.C. 17. an( j Servilius were both men of illuftrious birch, 
but in narrow circumftances; and Tiberius de- 
clared, that he was glad to help them to main- 
tain their rank. And generally, he would not 
accept, legacies but from fuch as had been his in- 
timates. As to ftrangers, who out of hatred to, 
and to baulk their relations, left their fortunes to 
him, he rejected their bequefts with indigna- 
tion. 
Hi: Severity But at the fame time that he made it a duty 
toptodigiis. fo relieve the indigence of thofe illuftrious per- 
fons, that had not impoverifhed themfelves by 
their own faults, he exerted great feverity to- 
, wards prodigals, who had ruined themfelves by 

their debaucheries. Tacitus names five Senators 
whom he degraded, or obliged to refign. 
Dedication! About this time, he dedicated feveral temples, 
J^lir 1 whofe reconftruclion had been began by Auguf- 
* tus, and which he compleated. This was ano- 
ther way to pleafe the Romans, who were fond 
of having their metropolis embellifhed. 
He win not We' may attribute to the general fatisfacUon 
m™ m S |k arifing fr° m thefe various laudable acts of Tibe- 
giventothe rius, the defire the Senate Ihewed to give his 
N^bo-. name to the month of November, wherein he was 
Dic - born ; in the fame manner, as two months al- 

ready bore the names of Julius Cefar, and Au- 
guftus. Tiberius, who difdained flattery, ridi- 
culed the propofal, in a witty, fenfible manner. 
« What will you do, fays he to the Senators^ 
when you have thirteen Cefars ?" 
ApidaVa- in the midft of fo many fubjefts for joy, the 
ofbit>- terror of accufations for high-treafon was renew- 
' n, and e( j t Apuleia Varilia, grand-niece to Auguftus, 
'"* t " was accufed before the Senate as guilty of this 
■ crime, for having reviled in her difcourfes Au- 
guftus, 
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guftus, TiberhiSf and Livia ; and alfo, becaufe A.R. 76s, 
being related to the Cefars, (he had diflionoured *"■ C. 1 7. . 
her family an by adultery. 

'Twas fufficient to Tiberius's defigns to pot on 
foot fuch profecutions, in which he at firft af- 
JFected great moderation. He therefore treated 
Varilia's affair with great gentlenefs. He faid, 
that .if file had been impious enough to violate 
the refped due to Auguftus's memory, flie 
ought to be punifhed; but he would have no no- 
tice taken of what concerned himfelf perfonally. 
A Pretor having afked him, what was to be done 
with refpect to Livia, he made no immediate 
anfwer ; but the next affembly of the Senate he 
defired, in her name, that it might not be imput- 
ed as a crime to any body to have attacked her 
jnerely by words. Varilia was accordingly ac- 
quitted of high-treafon. As to the adultery, he 
defired that the rigor of rhe laws might be fome- 
what mitigated. So Ihe was fent back to her 
relations, who removed her two hundred miles 
from Rome. And Manlius, her gallant, was 
interdicted Italy and Africa. 

This year the republic of letters loft two cele- J^^J'" 
brated members, Titus Livius, and Ovid. .Theandofovid. 
judicious and eloquent Hiftorian died quiet and ^/'*- 
revered, in the bofom of his country, at Padua. 
The licentious poet perifhed in his exile in Scy- 
thia ; after having exhaufted, for near eight years, 
all his wit and fenfe in humble and cogant entrea- 
ties, and lamentable complaints, without having 
been able to obtain his recall either from Augus- 
tus or Tiberius. P^v *■* 

Drufus had received a commiflion of the fame JJJ£ J^" 
nature as Germanicus's, to go and command in "*°£ t ^ 
Illyricum. Tiberius wanted his fon to learn the m/™^* 
art of war, and gain the affection of the foldiery ; »* *«**- 

and, Ann.u.U. 
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A. R.768. and, inftead of accuftomirig himfelf to the cor- 
■ft. C. 1 ;. rU p t ive luxury of Rome, to inure himfelf to the 
fatigues of warfare, which would fortify both his 
body and valor. He therefore laid hold on the 
opportunity prefented by the divifions among the 
Germans. The Suevians, who obeyed Marobo- 
duus, having fent to Rome to implore afiiftance 
againft the Cheruicans, Drufus had orders to go 
and put himfelf at the head of the legions of Illy- 
ricum ; tho' he was not actually to engage in the 
wars between the German nations, but to foment 
their diffenfions, and by that means fecure the 
tranquillity of the Roman provinces. 

The inteftine feuds of the Germans - had recom- 
menced, as Tiberius had forefeen, the moment 
they ceafed to be difquieted by the Romans. In- 
. capable as they were of reft, and lovers of motion 
and war, their emulation in glory engaged both 
chiefs and people to turn their arms againft one 
another. Maroboduus and Arminius confidered 
one another as rivals and determined on mutual 
deftruftion. But the name of King rendered the 
firft odious ; whereas Arminius, the champion 
of liberty, was the favourite of the nation. There- 
fore not only his countrymen, the Cherufcans, 
and their allies, followed him to war ; but the 
Senones and Lombards, fubjects of Maroboduus, 
revolted to him : And by this increafeofftrength. 
he would have exceded in puiffance, had not 
Inguiomerus reftored the balance, by deferring 
ihamefully, with all his vaffals and clients to Ma- 
roboduus, for no other caufe but pique and jea- 
loufy. The old uncle, it feems, could not fub- 
mit to take orders from the young nephew. 

Both armies were drawn out, and each Gene- 
ral, before they came to blows, animated his. 
foldiers by powerful exhortations. Arminius 
boafted 
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boafted his exploits, the defeat of Varus and ex- A. Rjfig. 
tirpation of three legions, the Romans repulfed, **■ c * ' 7' 
the German liberty maintained againft the tyrants 
of the univerfe. He depreciated Maroboduus, 
whom he talked of as a coward, who had never 
■ dared face the Romans, but on the contrary- 
had, by cntring into an alliance with them, 
ftiewn himfelf a traitor to his country. 

Maroboduus was even with his adverfary both 
in bravado and outrage. He reprefented Armi- 
niusas a young mad-man, who infolently bragged 
of an advantage wholly due to lurprize, which, 
had brought many misfortunes on Germany, and 
much ignominy on himfelf, whofe wife.and Ion 
were in bonds in Italy. He transferred to In- 
guiomerus, his new ally, all the glory of the ex- 
ploits of the Cherufcans againft the Romans. 
Then pa fling to his own aftions, he greatly ex- 
tolled the honour he had acquired by making 
head againft Tiberius and twelve legions 5 and 
far from being afhamed of the treaty he made 
with the Romans, he valued himfelf oh it, as a 
piece of politics that left it in his power to have, 
as he chofe, peace or war with them. 

They then engaged, not oniy with courage, 
but conduit. The Germans, by their long wars 
with the Romans, had learnt to correct the irre- 
gular motions of Barbarian courage, and the 
confufion of their battles. They knew now to 
follow their enfigns, to poft bodies properly in 
referve, and to obey their commanders. After 
a long and obftinate action, the victory was am- 
biguous. But Maroboduus, by timidly retreat- 
ing to a hill, in fome fort confeffed himfelf worst- 
ed. His troops at leaft fo interpreted it, and 
deferted in great numbers ; fo that the King of 
the Suevians, in fear of being abandoned, .fled 

Vol. II. L for 
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A. R.768. for fecurity to * Bohemia, the centre of his do- 
aft. C. 17. minions. From thence he fent to defire Tiberi- 
us's affiftance. The Emperor anfwered him, 
that Maroboduus had no right to afk the aid of 
the Romans againft the Cherufcans, as he had not 
aflifted them while they were warring with that 
people. He fent, however, Drufus, as has been 
faid, into Illyricum ; with instructions to main- 
tain peace in that province, and hinder the war 
from penetrating into it. 

The young Prince perfectly conformed to his 
father's orders. He took pains to keep up the 
duTenfions among the Germans, and managed fo 
well during two years, that he completed the 
a r 770 ru ' n °f Maroboduus, who was already weak- 
sif.AB.ii.ened by his preceding misfortunes. For this 
fa * purpofe he made ufe of a young nobleman of 

the nation of the Gotones -f, named Catualda, 
who had been driven out of his country by the 
violence of Maroboduus, and who laid hold on 
the opportunity his difgrace afforded to revenge 
himfeJf, Catualda then, encouraged by Drufus, 
aflembles troops, enters in arms the country of 
the Marcomans, gains to his party their nobility, 
and carries by ftorm Maroboduus's capital, and 
a neighbouring fort that ferved for a citadel. 
He made a great booty •, for here it was that the 
Suevians had depofited all the riches they had 
pillaged from the neighbouring nations. Taci- 
tus obferves, that a great many victuallers and 
traders from the Roman provinces were found 

■■ Wt bave faid, in tbefe- eemtrymen, andfemt ether Su^- 

a/tui and third hooks, that Ma- vian nations. 
roboduus bed tranffJanttd f TlAs peofli inhabited a 

ivitb bimfelf the Marcomans tountry near the Baltic fea, tf 

into Bohemia, tube ivtrt bU tbtkftcftbe Vifiula, 

tfiere, 
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there, whom the hopes of gain had brought into 
the heart of a barbarous region, and whom ufc 
had taught to corifider as their country that where 
they made moft profit. 

Maroboduus, dethroned, without troops, and u^a?"" 
without dominions, had nothing to fly to but the tbrawd, i. 
mercy of the Roman Emperor. He got over i^.^ 
the Danube; and from Norica wrote to l'iberiusiE"woUi« 
hot however in the language of a fugitive or fup- pew ' 
plicant, but with a fpirit fuitable to his late gran- 
deur. He faid, that having been invited by- 
many nations to take an afylum among them as 
a King, once potent and glorious, he had pre- 
ferred to all, the frienddiip of Rome. His an- 
fvrer was, That lie fhould find a fafe and honoura- 
ble retreat in Italy, and fhould have liberty to 

return if his affairs required it. 

Tiberius was tranfported at having ruined a 
great King, without having drawn his Jword. He 
boafted of it to the Senate as a glorious achieve- 
ment, magnifying Maroboduus's power, the ex- 
tent of his dominions, the danger of his neigh- 
bourhood to Italy, and the wifdom of the mea- 
fures taken to ruin him. He granted this prince 
the town of Ravenna for his refidence ; whence 
he was fhewn as a bugbare to the Suevians, 
when at any time' -they began to ftir. But during 
the eighteen years that he lived after this he never 
went out of Italy. ■ He grew old there in peace; 
having greatly diminifhed his glory by a fond- 
nefs for life which was accounted a weaknefs a- 
mong the ancients. 

Catualda, theauthoror inftrument of hisruin, 
fhared foon after the fame fate. For having been 



a Cotirenniiquc, multam imminud claritate, obnimiam vi- . 
vendi cupidiiiem. Toe. 
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expelled by the * Hermondans, he was obliged 
to have alfo recourfe to the Romans, and wa» 
fent to Frejus. 

They were both followed by a number of their 
partifans j whom 'twas judged improper to con- 
tinue about them. For 'twas apprehended that 
fo many impetuous, reftlefs, Barbarians, might 
occafion fome difturbance in the Empire ; they 
were therefore fent acrofs the Danube, into the 
country between * the rivers Mams and Cufus j 
andVannius, by nation a Quadian, was appoint- 
ed their King. 
Bunnj*-i Arminius was now at the height of his glory. 
He had maintained himfelf againft all the power 
^^™. of the Romans. He had conquered and expelled 
Maroboduus, the only rival he had to fear in 
Germany. Triumphant and adored, he had no- 
thing to do but enjoy the voluntary homage paid 
him by admiration and gratitude. But his great 
prolperity turned his head : he gave way to an 
unjuft ambition -, and, after having fo many 
years defended the liberty of his country, he want- 
ed to become its tyrant. This alteration of con- 
duct altered the difpofition of the Germans.. 
They took up arms againft him, and feveral bat- 
tles were fought between the zealots for liberty 
and the partifans of Arminius. But force was 
the lead he had to fear. Treachery was practif- 
ed againft him ; and Adgandeftrius, Prince of 
the Cattans, wrote to Rome an offer to deftroy 
Arminius, if poifon were fent him. His letter 
was read in the Senate ■.. but Tiberius rejected the 

■ * A people that lilted befween tweea the river March (•wiiti' 
the Danube and tie Sala. herders Moravia) end til 

+ That is, according to Cel- Waag. 
kriu£, in II igber Hungary, be- 

propofal - T 
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propofal; and, in imitation of the noble beha- -A.R. 769. 
viour of Fabridus to Pyrrhus, anfwered him ; aft - c - ,s - 
that it was not by fraud and potion, but by ftecl b 
and open force, that the Romans fubdued their 
enemies. But this real, or affected, generality 
of Tiberius did not fave Arminius's lire, which 
he loft foon after by a confpiracy of his relati- 
ons. 

'He deferved, undoubtedly, fays Tacitus, the 
title of the Deliverer of Germany : and what 
gives his exploits a relief that thofe of the moft 
celebrated enemies of Rome have not, he attack- 
ed the Romans in the height of their power. In; 
particular actions fometimes victor, fometimes 
vanquifhed, yet was he never fubdued in war. 
He lived but thirty feven years, during twelve 
of which he commanded with reputation the Ger- 
manic league. The Barbarians, adds this Hif- 
torian, ftill celebrate his memory in their fongs. 
But he is unknown among the Greeks, who ad- 
mire only their own nation. And even among 
the Romans he is not fufficiently efteemed ; be- 
caufe, overlooking modern prowefs, we referv« 
our admiration for the feats of antiquity. 

Arminius's death made Tiberius quite eafy a- Kj*^ *** 
bout the Germans, who, having loft their hero, Thn«, kr. 



b Refponfum eft, non fraude neque occultis, led pal am et 
annatum populom Romanum hoftes fuos ulcifci. Toe. 

* Liberator hand dubie Germanise, et qui non primordia 
popali Romani, ficut alii reges duceique, fed norentiilimum 
impcrinm lacejficrit: praliis ambiguus, bello non vi&us. 
Septem et triginta annos vitx, daodedm potentiie, explevit : 
caniturque adhuc barbaras apnd gentes, Grscoram annalibus 
ignotus, qui foa rantim mirantur : Romania hand perinde Ce- 
lebris, dum vetcra cxtollimns, recentium iiicurioii. 
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fered them to enjoy. This was all that Tiberius 
defired, who * had nothing fo much at heart as 
to prevent troubles, and maintain tranquillity 
where eftabliihed. Accordingly he was very fol- 
licitous to extinguifh the fparks of war and dif- 
cord that were breaking out in Thrace, a king- 
dom in alliance with the Empire j and in order 
thereto he employed his favorite methods of arti- 
fice and cunning. 
jK.An.ii. Rhymetalces king of Thrace, and a friend of 
the Romans, being dead, Auguftus had divided 
his dominions between his brother Rhefcuporis 
and his fon Cotys. Thefe two princes were of 
entirely oppofite tempers. Rhefcuporis was paffi- 
onate, haughty, violent, and had all the incli T 
nations of a Barbarian. Cotys good-natured, 
w. it moderate, and fofar learned as to make latin verfes 
'■f* that Ovid praifes, in an epiftle addreffed to him 
from the place of his exile. Their different (hares 
of Rhymetalces's dominions were agreeable to 
theirdifferenttaftes. Cultivated grounds, towns, 
and provinces bordering on Gteece, composed 
Cotys's lot : and his uncle's confifted of a wild 
country, in the neighbourhood of favage nations, 
who were continually making inroads into it. 

Rhefcuporis, who was greedy and unjuft, long- 
ed for his nephew's fertile and pleafant portion. 
Yet, as long as Auguftus lived, his fear of that 
Emperor, who had made the partition, kept him in - 
order, or at leaft hindered him from afting with 
open injuftice. But as foon as he knew of his 
death, imagining his fucceflbr would not be en 
qually interefted, he pulled off the maik, went 
out of his prefcribed limits, pretended to take 

* Nihil ieque Tiberium anxium habebat, qu^m ne com, 
pofita turbarentur. Tac. Ann, ii. 65. 
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pofleflion of fome territories allotted Cotys, and 
on his refitting had recourfe to force, fent bands 
of robbers to ravage Cotys's dominions, ftorrn- 
ed and facked feveral caftlcs, and in a word pro- 
voked a war. 

Tiberius was alarmed on the firft account of 
thefe commotions •, and immediately difpatched 
a Roman Centurion to the two Kings, to order 
them to lay down their arms, and determine 
their differences amicably. Cotys obeyed, and 
di/banded the troops he had raifed. Rhefcupo- 
ris, pretending to enter into the Emperor's views, 
propofedan interview to his nephew, to adjuft their 
differences in a friendly manner. The time and 
place of conference were foon fettled, as alfothe 
conditions of the agreement ■, the one thro* eafi- 
nefsj and the other thro' fraud, agreeing to 
every thing. When the treaty was concluded, 
Rhefcuporis was for cementing the reconciliation 
by' a banquet: and while wine, good cheer, and 
mirth, lulled the young Prince into a fatal facu- 
rity, t-he traitor feized on his perfon. The un- 
fortunate Cotys in vain invoked the facred rights 
ofMajefty, and the Gods, the avengers of vio- 
lated consanguinity and hofpitality ; He was load- 
ed with chains and carried off*. ( Rhefcuporis 
wrote to Tiberius, that having had information 
of fome fnares laid for him by his nephew, he 
had found himfelf under a neceffity of being be- 
forehand with him : and at the fame time, un- 
der pretence of a war with the Scythians and 
Baftarneans, he increafed his forces by new le- 
vies of horfe and foot. 

Tiberius was not to be impofed on by the fri- 
volous allegations of this Barbarian j but he did 
not choofe to enter into a war. Therefore, in- 
ftead of avenging by force Rhefcuporis' s crime, 
L 4 he 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



IS* ' HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

heanfwered: " That if he had praftifed no guile 
he might fecurely trufl: to his innocence. Buc 
that it was impoihble, without proper examina- 
tion, to judge who was in the right, who in the 
wrong. That he fhould therefore deliver up 
Cotys, and come to Rome to juftify himfclf." 
This letter was addrefifed by the Emperor to La- 
tinius Pandus, Propretor of Mefia 5 who fent 
it to Thrace by the foldiers that were to receive 
Cotys from his uncle and bring him away. 
* Rhefcuporis wavered fome time between fear 
and rage. But at laft he determined rather to bs 
found guilty of a fintfhed, than an imperfect, 
villainy : he then caufed Cotys to be murthered ; 
and fet about a report that he had laid violent 
hands on himfelf. 

Any body but Tiberius would have now dis- 
covered his Sentiments. But he continued his 
dhTembling : and Latinius (whom Rhefcuporis 
looked on as his enemy) dying during thefe trans- 
actions, Tiberius gave the government of Mefia. 
to Pomponius Flaccus, an old warrior -, and the 
better qualified to betray the king of Thrace, be- 
caufe he was in clofe friendlhip with him. This 
intimacy had been undoubtedly formed during 
the campains that Rhefcuporis ferved as an au- 
xiliary in the Roman armies ; and wine had been 
l '% T ' i ' its cement. Flaccus, -who was an hard drinker, 
in that agreed with the Thracian, 

The new governor of Mefia went to Rhefcur 
poris, and by the moft fpecious promifes per- 
iuaded him, notwithftanding the diffidence that 
remorfe for his crimes gave him, to enter the Ro- 
man camp. The Thracian king had no fooner 
fet his foot in it than he was furroundcd, as it were 

* Rhefcuporis inter metum et iram contatus, raaluitpa- 
trati facinoris qaam ir.ccj'tj reus effe. 
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out of refpefl, by a good number of chofer* fol- 
diers ; and the officers, by their advices and ex- 
hortations, made him continue to advance; till 
having got hint away from his people, they took 
him prifoner, and carried him to Rome. There, 
acctifed before the Seoate by the widow of Cotys, 
he was condemned ; and defpoiled of and ba- 
nifhed from his kingdom : but it was. given to 
his fon Rhymetalces, who was innocent of his 
father's crime. Cotys left fome young children, 
to whom their father's dominions were reftoredi 
and till they were capable of governing, Tfebel- 
4ienus Rums, formerly Pretor, was appointed 
their guardian, and regent of their kingdom, as 
M. Lepidus had formerly been to PtolomyEpi- 
phanes king of Egypt. Rhefcuporis was lent to 
Alexandria ; where, on an accuution, either true 
or falfe, of attempting an efcape, he was put to 
death. 

This year (770) immorality was at fuch 3 H omM.ku 
pitch in Rome, as to draw the attention of the "">"% *r 
Prince and Senate, and occaflon fome regulations ^!in 
that (hewed the defperatenefs of the difeafe by "■ >s- 
the violence of the remedy. The love of public ^^'^ 
fpectacles was fo extravagant amongft the young 
men, that fons of Roman Knights, and of Sena- 
tors, in order to be at liberty to appear on the 
theatre, or to fight in public as gladiators, got 
themfelves, of their own accord, declared infa- 
mous by the judges, who by thus ftigmatizing 
them, freed them from the laws of decency. The 
women too thought of a parallel expedient for a 
more mameful purpofe. It had been long a cuf- 
tom for the courtezans, in order to follow their 
wretched profeffion with impunity, to enter their 
names on a roll kept by the Ediles. For it had 
t>een imagined, that the infamy of a public con* 
feffion 



^.iizai^Google 



154 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

feflion would be check fufEcient on ail womert, 
but thofe that were of the very dregs of the peo- 
ple. But it proved otherwife. Women of quality 
did not think they purchafed a licence for de- 
bauchery at too dear a rate, by fubmitting to the 
ignominy of fuch a declaration before a Magi- 
strate. Tacitus names particularly Viftilia, whole 
anceftors had been Pretors, and whofe hufband 
appears to be a Senator. 
Oidiiuim* Such exceffes were not to be borne. Tiberius 
ro reflrain p rocure d a decree of the Senate, to prohibit the 
infamous profeflion of a courtezan to every wo- 
man whofe grandfather, father, or hufband, had 
been Roman Knights. Viftilia, and thole ladies 
in the fame predicament, were banifhed and con- 
fined to iflands j as alfo thofe young madmen 
whofe paffion for public mews had made them 
feek a voluntary ftigma. Titidius Labeo, Vtfti- 
lia's hufband, was examined about his indolence 
with refpect to his wife's indecent conduct, and 
his not exerting the power the laws gave him 
over her. He anfwered, that the fixty days al- 
low'd the hufband to determine, and commence 
his aftion in, were not expired. This excufewas 
accepted : but to prevent the impunity of wo- 
men's debauchery, it was determined, that if no- 
body accufed thofe guilty of adultery, an affem- 
b'ly of relations mould fet (as was anciently prac- 
ticed') and pronounce fentence on them. 
AAiao of Among the caufes of this ftrange corruption 
£JjiJ|l* oa of manners, may be reckoned the foreign fuper- 
Egyptim fc- ftitions. The hiftorian Jofephus proves it by the 
Lnfafed ^' on of Mundus, a Roman Knight j who not 
jtfipt.Jwt. having been able either by promifes or prefents 
*""■ ** J- to feduce Paulina, a virtuous woman of quality, 
obtained his ends by the afliftance of the priefts of 
Ifis, who periuaded Paulina, that their god Anu- 
bis 
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bis was in love with her. This fcandalous adven* 
jure made a great noife, and occafioned the revi- 
val of the ancient ordinances againftthe religious 
ceremonies of the Egyptians, which were not to st«. r,t. 
be performed in Rome : the guilty priefts were %3"^ 
crucified, the temple of His demoltfhed, and her - ' 
ftatue thrown into the Tiber. 

The Jews who were in Rome drew a like pu- jewi driven 
nilhment onthemfelves, for a crime of another na. outofRoms ' 
ture. Four wretches of that nation, who pretended 
great zeal for the propagation of their religion, 
converted an illuftrious lady called Fulvia. But 
her wealth was what they really wanted. They 
perfuaded her to put into their hands her jewels 
and cloaths, in order to their being fent to the 
temple of Jerusalem ; and they themfelves de- 
tained the booty. Fulvia's hulband, having in- 
formation of the fraud, complained thereof to 
the Emperor; who, by a decree of the Senate, r«. & Auh 
prohibited the exercife of the Jewilh religion in 
Rome, and banifhed from thence all thole who 
would not forfake it. Four thoufand Jews were 
enrolled ard fent into Sardinia, to fecure that 
ifland againft the robbers that infefted it. The air 
of that ifland was known to be unwholfome ; but 
if they perifhed, their lofs was inconfiderable. 

About the fame time came on the election of Edition of 
a Veftal in the roomofOcciaj who had filled ^^M 
that priefthood fifty-feven years, with great repu- 
tation for her virtue. We have obferved, that 
Auguftus had been fometimes at a lofs for pro- 
per fubje&s for Veftals. But Tiberius had no dif- 
ficulty, except about the choice. Fonteius A- 
grippa, and Domitms Pollio offered their daugh- 
ters with great importunity. The Emperor 
thanked them both for their zeal for the fervice 
of Religion, and of the State. And Pollio's 
daugh- 
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daughter was preferred, only becaufe he had ne- 
ver feparated from his wife, whereas Fonteius 
had been divorced from his. But his daughter, 
tho* rejected, was not unrewarded ; for Tiberius 
gave her a million of felterces for a portion. 
NewiflMiin Pliny takes notice of a new ifland that ap- 
theArehipe- p earec ] on tne eighth of July, in this year, in the 
/i^ii.87. Archipelago. This phaenomenon has bsen renew- 
ed from time to time in that fea, the waters of 
which cover volcano's, whofe furious throws 
fometimes produce, and fometimes fwallow up, 
rocks. 

I now return to Germanlcus, whofe journey 
into the Eaft, and death, I fhall relate without 
any digrefllon. 

SECT. II. 

Germanicus fets out for tbe Eaft. Detail of bis 
journty. Firji infiances of Pifo's infoknee and 
turbulent}. Germanicus's good-nature. Pifo be- 
ing arrived in Syria, endeavours to gain the af- 
fection of the foldiery at the expence of difcipline. 
Gtrmanicus gives a King to Armenia, Tbe ovation 
is decreed bim andDrufus. Cappadoeia and Cem- 
magena reduced into provinces. Pifo's bad pro- 
cedure with refpeel to Germanhus. Vononts fent 
into Cilicia. His deatb. Germanicus's journey to 
Egypt. At bis return befalls ill. New extrava- 
gancies of Pifo. Germanicus imagines bimfelfpei- 
fined by Pifo. He orders bim to leave Syria. 
Germanicus's deatb. Univerfal grief. He is bu- 
ried at Ant iocb. Praifes given bim. Sentius takes 
tbe command in Syria. Agrippina's departure 
Kith Germanicus's afhes. Pifo endeavours to re- 
fume by force tbe government of Syria. Sentius 
binders bim, end obliges him to retake tbe route 
of 
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of Italy. Evceffhe grief in Rome, on account of 
Germankus's iilnefs and death. Honours decreed 
to bis memory. Livilla, Drufus's wife, is deli- 
vered of male twins. Agrippina's urrival-at Brun- 
dufium. Honours Jhewn to Germanicus' safhes from 
Brundufium to Rome. They are carried to Au~ 
guftus's tomb. Tiberius cautions the people tofet 
bounds to their immoderate grief. Dates of the 
interment and death of Germanicus. Ptfo arrives 
at Rome. He is accufed, and the affair brought 
before the Senate. Tiberius' s difcourfe. Pleadings. 
Ptfo's death. Plancina, Pifo's wife, faved at Li- 
vid 1 * entreaty. Opinion of the Conful moderated 
by Tiberius. Pifo's accufers rewarded. 

GErmanicus left Rome and Italy in theo™*nicoi 
Confulfhip of Ccelius Rufus and Pompo-S^^™ 
nius Flaccus. He took his route by the Adriatic Detail of tia 
fea, and vifited in his way, on the coaft of Dal- ioun,CJ ' 
matia, Drufus, who had been fent into that coun- 
try (as has been faid) upon account of the war 
between Arminius and Maroboduus. Thence 
coafting Illyricum, he came to Nicopolis in lipi- 
rus, near A&ium, where he took poffeffion of 
his fecond Confulfhip, in which he had Tiberius 
for collegue. 

Tiberius Caesar Augustus III. A-R.^fij. 

Germanicus Caisar II. sft-da, 

Germanicus had a difficult and dangerous voy- 
age. He therefore flayed fome time at Nicopolis, 
to have his fleet refitted, which had greatly fuf- 
feied : and he took that opportunity to vifit the 
places immortalized by the victory that gave 
Auguftus the Roman empire. He viewed the 
, promontory and gulf of Adium, the monuments 
tre&ed by the vittor, and the camp of the van- 
quished - r 
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A.A. 769. quiftied ; objects that equally brought before hirri 

aft. Ct 18. ^e memory of his anceftors. For he. was grahd- 

fonof Anthony, and grand-nephev/oFAuguftus; 

* fo that every thing he faw was a fourcfc of 

images both pleating and fad. 

He then reimbarked, and being come to A- 
thens, mewed his regard for that ancient and il- 
Juftrious city, by ufingonly one littor. The A- 
thenians received him with the moil elaborate 
honours j and to give a value to their flattery, 
they fet themfelves off by recalling the glory of 
their anceftors. 

From Athens he failed to Eubcea, and thence 
to Lelbos, where Agrippina was delivered of a 
daughter, who was named Julia, and proved her 
laft: child. Germanicus continued his voyage by 
the Hellefpont, viewed the cities of Perinthus 
and Byzantium in Thrace, paffed the canal of the 
Bofphorus, and went as far as the entrance of the 
Euxin, fatisfying his laudable curiofity of feeing 
with his own eyes what he had heard imperfectly 
from fame. And the nations were the better for 
the journies of this beneficent prince. For, as he 
went along, he re-eftablilhed order and tranquillity 
in provinces tired of inteftine difienfions, or op- 
preffed by the injuftice of magiftrates. 

He propofed to go, in his return,' to the ifland 
of Samothrace, famous all over the world for its 
religious myfteries. But the north- wind prevent- 
ing him, he again coafted Afia, and faw the ruins 
of Troy and origin of Rome : at laft he landed 
at Colophon, with an intention to confult the 
oracle of Apollo at Claras. 

Tacitus on this occafion indrafts us in the 
particular rites of this oracle ; where was no Py- 

f Magna Utic imago triflium Istorumijue. Tee. 

thonefs 
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thonefs as at Delphos ; but a prieft chofen out of A.R. y6g. 
certain families of that country, and commonly *"' C - l8 - 
of Miletus. This man required no more than the 
number and names of thofc who came to confuk 
the god -, and then he defcended into, a cave, 
and drank of the water of a myfterious fpring ; 
infpired by which, tho* ignorant of letters and 
poetry, he uttered his anfwers in verfe about the 
fubjeft of the thoughts of each confultant. Such 
a performance required the afiiftance of the mi- 
nifters of the temple ; and doubtlefs had it. Af- 
ter Germanicus's death, it was pretended that 
this oracle foretold it ; before, nobody fufpefted 
any fuch thing. 

Meanwhile Cn, Pio, who was to thwart and Firiirn«m£» 
teaze Germanicus every poffible way, com-jyJJ'JJ" 
menced at Athens his odious employment. He t«buiuiej. 
entered that city with a terrifying buftle ; and C0 VT^d- 
harangued the inhabitants with great fevcrity i * "*- 
taxing Germanicus obliquely with having prosti- 
tuted the dignity of the Roman name, by fliew- 
ing fo much confideration for thofe who were no 
longer Athenians (for they had many ages ceafed 
to exift) but a vile collection of all nations ; 
the allies of Mithridates againft Sylla, and of 
Anthony againfl Auguftus. Yet he went back fo 
far as to reproach them with their bad fucceis'm 
their wars with the Macedonians, and their in- 
justice to their moft illuftrious citizens. Pifo, be- 
sides his defign of nettling Germanicus, had alfo 
a perfonal quarrel with the Athenians, who had 
refufed to reftore, at his requeft, one Theophilus, 
who had been convifted of forgery by the Areo- 
pagus. After this coarfe infult, he left the Athe- 
nians ; and failing through theCyclades, came up 
With Germanicus at Rhodes. The Prince knew 
bow Pilb had behaved at Athens. But he was fo 
good- 
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A.ft. 760. good-natured, that feeing him in danger of be-> 
■ft. C. 1 8. j n g driven on fome rocks by a tempeft, inftead 
of enjoying the deftruftion of his enemy, from 
whom chance was about to deliver him without 
his interfering, he ferrt his galiies to refcue him. 
Bat this generofity made no impreffion on Pifo. 
He fcarce ftay'd a day with the Prince i but hur- 
ried away in order to get into Syria before him. 
pifc heme As foon as he faw himfelf at the head of the 
utived in legions, he employed every method to corrupt 
fcwo rs to them ; fuch as diftributions of money, indecent 
wHonrfihc civilities, and open partiality to the bad. He re- 
fold'^ > c moved the old Centurions and the Tribunes that 
rfj*hdi« wcre difciplinarians, and put in their room his 
' own creatures, or fuch as had ingratiated them- 
selves with the multitude by irregular ways. He 
authorifed idlenefs in the foldiers in the camp, 
iicentioufnefs in the towns, and pillage in the 
Country i in a word, by flattering the inclinations 
of the generality he attained his ends, which were 
to win their affection ; and he was accordingly 
ftyled by them, Father of lbs legions. ' 

Plancjna feconded him perfectly well ; and 
forgetting her fex, aflifted at the military exer- 
Cifes, and appeared at the head of the fquadrons 
and bacallions, inveighing, on all occasions, a- 
gainft Germanicus and Agrippina : and among 
the foldiers, fome even of the moil: dutiful acted 
in obedience to Pifo and Plancina, from a rumor 
that was whifpered, that what they did was not 
unacceptable to the Emperor. 
twmmtiru, However great Germanicus's refentment was 
ttXreraSf on account of this unworthy behaviour of Pifo, 
y*f. A*t. and however defirous he was of putting a flop 
*«f!&fe.i. t0 it) y et he preferred to every other confidera- 
r*.ii. 56. tion the fervice of the State, and went to Ar- 
menia. Orodes, who had been made king of this 
country 
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Country by Artabanus his father, fincc the flight A. R.769. 
ofVononcs, either had retired, or made no re- aft - c - lS - 
fiftance : and the throne of Armenia being once 
more vacant, Germanicus gave it, according to 
the inclination of the Armenians, to Zeno, fon 
of Polemon, who, under the protection of the Ro- 
mans, had reigned over part of Pontus and Ci- 
licia. Zeno, from his infancy, had Jhewn much, ■ 
liking to the manners and cuftoms of the Arme- 
nians. And his acknowledged tafte for hunting, 
wine, and horfes, had won him the hearts of the 
great and fmall. And accordingly Germanicus, 
with the applaufe of the whole nation, crowned 
him in the city of Artaxata. His new lubjects, 
when they did him homage, gave him the name 
of Artaxias, which feveral of their kings had al- 
ready borne. 

The news of this act of fupreme power and Theoraioii 
authority exercifed in Armenia by Germanicus "j^"^f 
in the Emperor's name, reached Rome about the d™V 
fame time as that of the pacification of the troii- T "' * 
bles in Germany by Drufus's care. The ovation 
was thereupon decreed the two young princes, 
and triumphal arches were erected on both fides 
the temple of Mars the Avenger, with ftatues that 
reprefented them ; Tiberius valuing himfelf more 
for having eftablifhed peace by his good con-- 
duct, than if he had got a victory in a pitched 
battle. 

Germahicus alfo regulated the affairs of Cap- c«ppia«:ia 
padocia and Commagena, which were both re- ,mi KduetS 
duced, conformable to the decrees of the Senate, n>w p«- 
into' Roman provinces ; leflening fomewhat the STa. jfi. 
royal taxes, to raife their hopes of the gentler do- 
minion of Rome. Two of his friends, Veranius 
and Serveus, were made the governors, one of 
Cappadocia, and the other of Commagena. 

Vol. II. M * The 
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A.R. 769. The fuccefs Germanicus met with in what con- 
aft. C. 1 3. corned his commiflion, did not make him amends 
Pifo-ftud for the bad procedure of Pifo, who having lately 
SJhktjjLa received orders from him to bring or fend, un- 
to cwmioi- der the conduct of his fon, part of the legions 
"** in Armenia, had not thought proper to obey 

them. This juftifiable difcontent of the Prince 
was increafed by the difcourfe of bis friends, 
who, as it is ufual in Courts, exaggerated what 
was true, added fome falfhood, and let flip no 
occafion to render odious to him Pifo, Planeina, 
and their fon. 

Germanicus was naturally fweet tempered ; 
and policy induced him to diffemble •, therefore 
at his firit interview with Pifo atCyrrum, a city 
of Syria, where were the winter-quarters of the 
tenth legion, hecompofed his countenance fo as to 
have nothing threatning in it. But ' his difcourfe 
notwithstanding was fuch as diflembled refent- 
ment dictates. Pifo replied with difdainful fub- 
miflions : And they parted in enmity, tho* they 
did not come to an open rupture. Pifo, who 
ought to have affifted at Germanicus's tribunal, 
feldom appeared there ; and when he did, he 
acted arrogantly, and in perpetual contradiction 
to him. 

He fhewed his ill- humour on every occafion. 
The king of the Nabatheans, at an entertain- 
ment he made for Germanicus, having prefented 
him and Agrippina with golden crowns of con- 
fiderable weight, and Pifo and the reft of the 
guefts with lighter, Pifo was piqued at this well- 
judged diftinction. But not daring to fliew the 

6 Sermo copras a Csfare qualem ira et diflinwUtio gig- 
nit : rejponfum a Pifone precibus contu raid bus : difceHe- 
nintqae opertis odiis. Toe. 

i true 
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true caufe of his chagrin, he pretexted the lux- A.R. 769. 
ury of the feaft ; which, he faid, feemed to be aft,C ' ,s - 
intended for the fon of a Parthian king, rather 
than for the fon of the prince of the Romans. 
He then threw away his crown ; and committed 
fome other extravagancies, which Germanicus's 
patience put up with. 

At this time arrived ambafiadors from Arta- Von ? ne * 
banus, king of the Parthians, to renew his alii- ii C ia.'" to 
ance with the Romans. He defired an interview Hbtath. 
with Germanicus •, and declared, that to do ho- 
nour to the fon of the Roman Emperor, he 
would come as far as the banks of the Euphrates. 
The motive to thefe demonftracions of friend- 
Ihip and politenefs difcovered irfelf by the de- 
mand he afterwards made, that Vonones mould 
be fent out of Syria, where he might keep up 
a correfpondence with the Parthian Lords, and 
difturb the peace of his kingdom. 

Germanicus's anfwer was great and majeftic, 
as to the alliance between the Romans and Par- 
thians ; model! yet noble, as to what concerned 
hirnfelf. He granted what was defired with re-. 
fpect to Vonones ; and he was transferred to 
Pompeiopolis * in Cilicia ; lefs however to fa- 
tisfy Artabanus, than to mortify Pifo, whole 
protection the dethroned Prince had fought, by 
making his court to Plancina, and loading her 
with prefents. 

Vonones perifhed the year following; But I r „ m ^..jy 
ihall infert here, to make an end of all that con- **• 
cerns him, the relation of his death. He grew 
tired of his captivity, and having corrupted his 



0/S0H. See 

la Rep. Rom. T. ii. p. 251. 
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A. R769. guards, attempted to fly into Armenia. His de- 
•ft. C.i 8. gg n was to get from thence to Albania, and af- 
terwards, to feek an afylum with, and protec- 
tion from, the King of Scythia, to whom he 
was related. Having therefore, under pretence 
of hunting, got amongft the woods and moun- 
tains -, as foo'n as he found himfelf alone, he rode " 
• Afmrot away full fpeed. The river * Pyramus flopped 
Ofr*- him. On the firft news of his flight, the bridges 
on that river had been broken ■, and it was not for- 
dable. There he was retaken by Vibius Frotito, 
General of horfe j and foon after Remmius, who 
had the cuftody of him, in a pretended rage, ran 
him thro' with his fword. Which confirmed the 
opinion of a collufion, and that Remmius had 
killed hts prifoner, for fear their mutual under- 
ftanding fliould come to light. We do not know 
that the death of this illuftrious Prince was ever 
avenged. The Romans always kept up their 
contempt for Kings : and thofe who were fo un- 
fortunate as to be their captives, had reafon to 
expect the worft of treatment. 

AR.770. M. Junius Silanus. 

aft. C. 19. L. Norbanus Balbus Flaccus. 

Under the Confulfhip of Junius and Norba- 
Egypt. nus, whofe names a famous civil law f bears, Ger- 
<c /h«. u. man j cus loo fc a journey to Egypt, with an inten- 
tion to know, and ftudy, the antiquities of a 
country fo fruitful in wonders ; but his pretence 
was, the care of the province. And indeed, at 
his arrival, he lowered the price of corn, by 
ordering the granaries to be opened. He alfo 

f Tit law Junta Norbana, fir ftuh Jlarjes as had not been 
, tflablijheda fort of middle fiate made free according to flri8 
tttmeen full 'liberty andjluvtry, firm of law. 
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affected popular manners ; as walking without A - R-77°» 
guards, and wearing the Greek habit and fan- tlt " I 9 t 
dal, as Scipio Africanus did at Syracufe, during 
the fecond Punic war. Scipio * had been blamed •$&&- 
for this by fome ; and lb was Germanicus, in^™^ 4 " 
fiill Senate, by 1 iberius, tho' in a gentle manner, t. v:. p. 3 o 9 . 
Butte made heavy complaints about (what affect- 
ed him very differently) the liberty Germanicus 
took of going into Egypt without the Emperor's 
leave, againft an exprefs -f prohibition of Au- 
guftus to all Senators, and even dignified Roman 
Knights. 

Germanicus, without doubt, committed a fault, 
efpecially as he knew the jealous temper of the 
Emperor. But the uprightnefs and innocence 
of his intentions made him act with unconcern ; 
and having no fufpicion that his journey was dif- 
approved of, he profecuted it quietly, failing up 
the Nile from Canopus to Elephantina and Sy- 
ene under the tropic of Cancer. I mail not fol- 
low Tacitus in his account of the various objects 
of Germanicus's curiofity and admiration in - 
Egypt, Thefe are things now well known ; and' 
I mould only repeat what Mr. Rollin has faid in 
the beginning of his Hiftom ancienne. 

Germanicus, at his return from Egypt, found, ai bii n - 
when he came to Antioch, all his orders, both™ r,1 ^ e61u 
civil and military, annulled or changed. Heextra™^. 
reproached Pifo feverely upon this occafion ; cLei rf pifo ' 
who, on his part, kept no meafures. It was im- 
poifible- for them to continue longer together ; 
and therefore Pifo determined to leave Syria. 
But when he was about fetting out, Germanicus 
falling ill, he refolved not to hurry himfelf. He 

+ The reaforn of this prohibition may h feen in I'hift. de Rep. 
Rom. t. xvi. p. 146, 

M 3 even 
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A. R-77«. even added to the excefles he had been guilty of. 
aft.C. ig. p or tne Prince's health appearing re-eftabliftied, 
and the inhabitants of Antioch making prepara- 
" tions to pay the vows they had made during his 
ficknefs, Pifo comes with his lienors, overturned 
the apparatus, drives away the victims fronJ the 
altars, difperfes the multitude who were adorned 
for the feftival, and after this exploit, retires to 
Seleucia*, a city near Antioch. 
Gemunicut But Germanicus was not recovered, for this 
imsgina gHmpfe of health was foon followed by a relapfe. 
fonedby His malady,dangerous initfen, was augmented. by 
pifo - a perfuafion he had that he was poifoned by Pifo. 

Proofs alfo of fafcination and forcery were pre- 
tended to be found, fuch as the afties and bones 
of human bodies dug up again, half-burnt, and 
ftained with black blood, magic forms of devoting 
perfons to the infernal gods ; and Germanicus's 
name graved on meets of lead : and thofe Pifo 
fent to enquire after the Prince's health, were 
confidered as fpies that came to watch the pra- 
grefs of the difeafe. 

This laft circumftance, above all, excited the 
indignation and fear of Germanicus : " Muft 
then my doors, faid he, be befieged by my ene^ 
mies ; and under their eyes, muft I render up 
my fpirit?. What then will become of my un- 
happy wife, and infant children ? The porfon is 
thought too flow ; Pifo is impatient to feize on 
the command of the province and legions. But 
Germanicus is not yet funk fo low : the author 
of my death fhall never enrich himfelf with my 
him"* 1 '" e fpoils." He immediately wrote a letter to Pifo, 
Syria. to acquaint him that he renounced his friendship; 

' » This Seleucia, huas far- ted en the /en, at the muth of 
waned Pieria, and was fitua- tie Oionres. 

and 
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and it is probable, that he therein ordered him A. R.yyo. 
to quit the province. For Pifo without any far- *"• Ci '9' 
ther delay, weighed anchor ; but he took ' care 
not to advance too expeditiouily, that he might 
the fooner return, whenever Germanicus's death . „■ 
fhould give him re-entrance into Syria. 

Pifo's departure was a fmall confolation to om»mi- 
Germanicus, wliich procured him fome relief, cussde " lh ' 
and revived his hopes. But he was foon after 
overpowered by his diftemper; and perceiving 
his ftrength fail, he defired his friends to be lent 
for, and in extreme grief, breathing nothing but 
revenge, and fcarce fufficiently fubmiflive to the 
deity, fpake to them in the following manner : 
** * If 1 died a natural death, I might juftly ac- 
cufe the gods for hurrying me away in my youth, 
from my parents, children, and country. Now 
fhortened in my courfe, by the malignity of Pi- 
fo and Plancina, I conjure you by my laft pray- 
ers, with which I entruft you, to acquaint my 
father; and brother, with the indignities I have 

* Si fatoconcederem.iuftusmihi dolor etiam ad verfus deos 

, eflet, quod me parentibus, liberis, patiia, intra juventam 
pr<ematuro exitu raperent. Nunc feel ere Pifonit etPlanciose 
intercepts, ultimas preces peiloribns veftris relinquo; refe- 
ratia patri ac fratri, quibus acerbitatibus dilaceratus, quibus in- 
fidiis circumventus, miferrimam vitam peffima morte finie- 
rim. Si quos fpes mes, fi quos propinqum fanguis, etiam 
quos invidia erga viventem tnovebat, inlaciymabant quon- 
dam fiorentem, et tot bellorum fupcrftitcm, muUebri fraude 
cecidiffe. Kf it vobis locus querendi apud Senatum, invocan- 
di leges. Non hoc praMspuum amicorum munus eft, prose- 
qui aefunftum ignavo queftu, fed quit voluerit meminifle, 
qua mandaverit exfequu Flebunt Germanicum etiam ignoti ; 
vindicabitis vos, fi me potius-quam fortunam meam coleba- 
eis. Oftendite populo Romano divi Augufti neptem, eam- 
dcmque conjugem meam j numerate fex Tiberos. Mifericor- 
dia cum' acculantibus erit ; fingencjbufque, fcelefta mandata 
tut non credent homines, am non ignofcent. 

M 4 fuffered* 
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A.R.770. fufFered, and with the deteftable fnares which 

aft. C. 19. navc enL ied an unhappy life by a miferable death. 
They whom my rank, or alliance, had attached 
tome, even they, who might bear me envy, will 
bewail my fate, who in a flourifhing fortune and 
age, after having furvived fo many wars, have 
at laft fell by the fraud of a woman. You may 
complain to the Senate, you may invoke the 
laws. The principal duty of friends is not to 
pour unavailing tears, but to remember and ful- 
fil the laft defires of the deceafed. Even ftrang- 

• ers will lament Germanicus ; you will revenge 

him, if you loved me rather than my fortune. 
Shew the Roman people my wife, Auguftus's 
grand- daughter 1 fhew them my fix children. 
Their companion will attend you who accufe j 
and if the accufcd pretend iniquitous orders, 
they will not be believed ; if believed, not for- 
given." When he had ended this difcourfe, Ger- 
manicus extended his hand to his friends, who 
prdfing it, fwore, That they would all forego 
■ their lives fooner than their revenge. 

The dying Prince then addrefted himfelf to 
Agrippina ; and conjured her by the memory of 
a huiband once dear to her, and by their chil- 
dren, the product of mutual love, to reftrain her 
great fpirit, yield to her hoftile fortune, and take 
great care at her return to Rome, not to irritate 
thofe in power by an ill-judged rivallhip. So 
much he faid aloud ; and more in fecret : whence 
it was perceived that he was apprehenfive of Ti- 
berius's enmity to his family. And indeed he 
had but too much reafon. 

Untar&l b Soon after he expired, to the heavy forrow 

b Exftinguitur, ingenti luctu provincial ct rircumj sciendum 
popqlorujn. Indoluere extent: nationes, Regefque: tanta ill* 
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of the province, and neigbouring countries ; A. R.770. 
nay, Kings, and remote nations, were mourners. ■"• c - '*■ 
At Antioch, they carried their grief to a fenfelefs smt.CtBg.0. 
excefs. The day Germanicus died, they Aung 
Hones againft the temples of the gbds, they over-' 
turned their altars, fome threw their domeftic 
gods into the ftreets, and others expofed the chil- 
dren, born on lb black a day. It is alfo report- 
ed, that barbarous nations, who were at war 
with the Romans, or with one another, inter- 
rupted their military operations, as in a public 
calamity; that many oriental Princes ftiaved 
their beards, and cut off their wives hair, the 
greateft mark of forrow among them : and that 
the Parthian King, for the fame reafon, left off 
hunting, and eating in public with his Grandees. 
Germanicus, indeed, merited this univerfal love, 
by his goodnefs to his confederates, and his cle- 
mency to his enemies. Delightful he was to all 
that faw him, and refpected by thofe who only 
heard of him ; and, without departing from the 
dignity of his rank, he lived deftitute of haugh- 
tinefs and arrogance. 

His funeral, which was performed without HeiiWw 
pomp, drew it's folemnity from the praife and p^™^. 
regret of his virtue. He was compared to Alex- him." P . 
ander, whofe name, -by a fort of fatality, makes 
. part of the panegyric of every hero ; and he was 
thought to refemble that famous conqueror much 
in his bodily advantages ; in his age, in his man- 
ner of dying, and in the proximity of the places, 
in which they both lamentably clofed their bright 
career. It was obferved, « ' That each of them 

cymitas in focios, manfuetado in holies ; vifaqne ct audita 

juxta venerabilis, qnam magnttudinem et gravitatem fumms 

formnse retineret, invidiam et adrogantiam ejfugerat. 

c Nam utnjmque corpore dccoro, genere infigni, haud 

was 
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AR.776. was of a graceful petfon, and illuftrious deicentj 
■ft. C. 19. and tnat they had both fell victims in the midft 
of foreign nations, to the machinations * of their 
own people, in years not much exceeding thirty. 
But, that Germanicus was gentle towards bis . 
friends, temperate in his pleafures, confined to 
one wife, and the father of legitimate children -, 
nor lefs a warrior, tho' not fo ralh, and howe- 
ver hindered from a perfect fubjection of Ger- 
many, which he fitted for it by fo many victo- 
ries. That had he been fole arbiter of things, 
had he been in pofleffion of the power and titla 
of a King, he would as eafily have equalled A- 
lexander in military glory, as he furpaued him in 
clemency, temperance, and every focial virtue." 
"Whatever judgment we may pais on this com- 
panion, which grief and affection have certainly 
over -{trained as to his military reputation ; it is 
certain, that Germanicus was the molt accom- 
plilhed Prince of his age ; and, fince Auguftus, 
the only efthnable Cefar ; and that he was par- 
ticularly mafter, in an eminent degree, of the 
art of making himfelf beloved, 

His body, before it was burnt, astilual, was 
exhibited naked in the public place of Antioch ; 
where the funeral was to be folemnized. Tacitus 
does not decide whether it bore the marks of 

- maltum trigjiKa artnos egreffum, fuorum infidiis eiteraas tn- 
. ter gentes occidiJfc. Sed hunc mitem erga amicos, modi- 
cum vol upta turn, uno matrimonies certis liberis, egille ; 
neque minus pnetiatorem, etiamfi tetneritas abfuerit, pnepe- 
1 ditofquc fit percuHas tot vittoriis Germanias ferviiio premcrc. 
Quod ii folus arbiter rerom, fijurect nomine Regio fuiflet, 
tanto promptius adfecuturum gloriam militia;, quantum de- 
mentia, temperantia, ceteris bonis artibus, pneftitiflet. 

* Alexander's bung poifox- ceriaixty about bis death thorn 



id, is fufpBjsd a fail by tbc about Germanicus's 
/ptaktrs; tin? tttrt 
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poifon ; becaufe people did not agree in their o- A. R.770. 
pinions about it, every one giving into the pre- aft - c - '9- 
judice of his pity for Germanicus, or friendfhip 
for Pifo, Pliny and Suetonius fay, that the heart 
could not be burnt, and was found whole among PS*. *■. 71. 
the bones after the fire was extinguifhcd. This ?""• aa '- 
was certainly fact, fince, according to Pliny, 
Pifo's accufers and defenders agreed in it, and the 
oniy matter in debate between them was, whe- 
ther it was poifon or the diftemper that had made 
his heart ineombuftible. Perhaps it would have 
been more honeft to have fought after no myfte- 
ry, but to have fuppofed that an accidental pofi- 
lion had fecured the heart from the action of the 
fire. 

By Pifo's retreat and Germanicus's death the Sentimuka 
legions of Syria were without a general, andSyriamaVd^sy- 
without a Governour. The lieutenants of the £*■ .. 
Prince and the other Senators that were with him, "' "' I4 " 
deliberated about the choice of a perfon to fill the 
vacant places, 'till they could have the Empe- 
ror's orders : and, after fome contefts, they be- 
llowed them on Cn. Sentius Saturninus. His firft 
act of authority was to arreft and fend to Rome 
a woman named Martina, famous for poiforiing, 
and an intimate of Plancina. He did this at the 
fuit of Vitellius, Veranius, and the other friends 
of the dead Prince, who were bufy in collecting 
proof and articles' againft Pifo and Plancina, as 
as if they had already had permiifion from a ma- 
giftrate to profecute them. 

Agrippina, f tho' overwhelmed with forrow, Agrippm.-, 

depuum 

* At Agrippina, quaiKjuam defefTa InQctt et corpore a^gro, nunieui't" 
cmnium tamen qnx ultioiiem morarentur intoleram, adi'cen- allies. 
At claflem cum cineribus Germanici et liberis ; miferantibus 
ciinflis, quod femina nobilitate princeps, puldterrimo modo 
natrinjoiuo, iutervenwantesgratantefqueadfpicifoliia, tunc 

and 
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A.R.770.and even indifpofed, yet impatient of all delays 
aft. C.i 9. to ij Cr re venge, imbarked with Germanicus's 
alh.es and children. At her letting out fhe had 
thedemonftrationsofuniverfal forrow. Every bo- 
dy pitied fo great a Princefs, happy lately in an huf-. 
band crowned with glory, ufed to have about 
her a numerous court ; who now bore in her bo- 
fom the remains of that unhappy huiband, un- 
certain of vengeance for him, fearful forherieliv 
and expofed to the blows of fortune by an unfor- 
tunate fruitfulnefs which only ferved to multiply 
her dangers and alarms. 
™„™o"l P'f° Wfl s overtaken in the ifle of Cos by the news 
(umeby ©f Germanicus's death. He could not contain 
T™"m™ E of his joy, but repaired to the temple, flew victirns, 
s.«u. and returned thanks to the Gods : and Plancina, 
yet more infolent than he, threw off on this occa- 
iion the mourning flie wore for her lifter. At 
the fame time many Centurions, Pifo's creatures, 
flocked about him, alluring him that the legi- 
ons wanted him, and exhorting him to come and 
refume his government, of which he had been 
unjuftly defpoiled, and which was now vacant. 

Upon this he held a council : and M. Pilb 
his ion was of another opinion. He thought the 
belt thing that could be done was to haften to 
Rome. , He reprefented, " That his father had 
hitherto done nothing criminal ; and that he 
heeded not fear idle rumors and fufpicions defti- 
tute of probability. That his mifunderftanding 
with Germanicus might perhaps incur difgrace, 
but never a judicial punilhment ; and that the lofs 
of his government would fatisfy even his enemies. 
Whereas if he returned into Syria, where Sentius 
would doubtlefs not give him place j he would 
ferales reliquias firm Ferret, incerta ultionis, anxiafui, ttin- 
felid fecunditate fortuna: Loiies obnoxia. 

actually' 
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'actually begin a civil war. And that he ought A.R.770. 
not to depend on the attachment of the Centurions aft - c - '9- 
and foldiers, men with whom would infallibly 
prevail the recent memory of their general, and 
a deep-rooted affe&ion for the Cefars." 

Domitius Celer, Pifo's intimate friend, efpouf- 
ed oppofice fentiments ; and was for feizing the 
prefent opportunity. " The government of Sy- 
ria, he faid, had been given to Pifo, and not to 
Sentius ; and Pifo was to anfwer to the Emperor 
for the province and legions with which he had 
been entrufted. He added, that * it was alfo pro- 
per to give bad reports time to diffipate. That 
prejudice and hatred, when recent, were often 
too powerful for the cleared innocence. But 
were he once poffeffed of the army, and had aug- 
mented his forces, many accidents might happen 
that wouldput his affairs in a better pofture. Shall 
wehaflen; faid he, to arrive at Rome together with 
Germanicufs ajhes ; that Agrippinds lamentations 
and the clamors of an ignorant mob may tnfiantly 
ruin us without a pqffibiUty of defence ? Tou have 
fecret orders from the Emperor's mother ; he himfelf 
favors you, the" underhand ; and none will affeS 
greater forrow for Germanicus's death than thefe who 
fincerely rejoice at it" 

Pifo, prompt to violent purfuits, was eafily 
perfuaded to follow an advice conformable to his 



e Relinquendum etiam rumoribus tempus quo Cent-Scant.. 

_ Plemmque innocentes recenti invidi* impares.. At fi teneat 
exercitura, augeat vires, multa qua; provideri non poffint 
forwito in melius cafuia. An feftinamus nun Germanici ci- 
ueribus adpellere, at te inauditam rt indefenfum planflus 
Agrippioa:, ct vulgus imperituro, primo rumore rapiant? 
Eft tibi Augnfix confeicntia j eft Cxfaris favor, fed in occul- 

■ to; et periifle Gennanicuin nolli jafiantius Querent, quam 
qui Uctantur. 

own 
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A. R.770. own inclination. He wrote to Tiberius a letter 
*ft. C. 19. f u t] f invectives againft Gcrmanicus, whom he 
accufed of arrogance and luxury. " He has dri- 
ven me out of Syria, added he, the better to 
carry on his defigns againft your fervice. But 
I am now going to reuime the command of the 
army with the feme fidelity you have always ex- 
perienced." 

This precaution taken, he difpofed all things 
for the execution of his defign. He difpatched 
Domitius Celer, with orders to get into Syria ; 
but to avoid the coafts ' and keep the main fea. 
As for himfelf, he endeavoured to form a body 
of troops, compofed of people picked up here 
and there, of deferters that came over to him, of 
foldicr's boys, and of recruits for the Syrian le- 
gions : he fent to demand aid from the petty 
princes of Cilicia : and in the profecution of thefe 
various affairs he was well ferved by his fon, who 
boldly feconded an enterprife he difapproved of. 
Fifo then put to fea again ; and as he was coaft- 
ing Lycia and Pamphylia, he fell in with the fijua- 
dron that was carrying Agrippina back to Rome. 
Mutual hatred made them both at" firft prepare 
for an engagement i but fear reftrained them, 
and they proceeded no further than to reproaches 
and menaces. 
Sutnuhio- Sentius, having information of Pifo's morions, 
doihim.aod took all proper meafures to fraftrate them. He 
St rendered ineffectual the attempt Domitius Celer 
route of ita- made, at Laodicea in Syria, to corrupt the fide- 
** , lity of the legions. He marched with land and 
fea forces to meet Pifo ; and forced him to throw 
himfelf into a cattle of Cilicia named Celendris. 
An engagement enfued, in which Sentius had 
greatly the advantage. But Pifo's obftinacy was 
unconquerable, while he had the leaft glimpfc 
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of hopes. He attempted to furprize the advert A. R.770. 
fleet ; and then lhewed himfelf from the wall to aft - c - 1 9* 
the legions, and harangued them, endeavouring 
to entice them over to him. And the eagle- 
bearer of the fixth legion actually went over with 
his ftandard. Upon this Sentius commanded the 
trumpets to found, that the foldiers might not 
hear the voice of the corrupter -, and prepared to 
ftorm the place : then at laft Pifo, fenfible of 
his weakneis, propofed an accommodation -, and 
offered to lay down his arms, if he might be per- 
mitted to ftay in Celeridris, 'till the Emperor's 
pleafure about the government of Syria could be 
known. But this was rejected ; nor was aught 
granted him but fome (hips and a paflport to Italy. 
To thefe conditions he was forced to fubmit : 
andfuchwastheiffueofamadenterprife, which, 
by adding treafon to the crimes Pifo was already 
guilty of, made his ruin inevitable. 

At Rome the confternation was exceflive when Eic ??™ 
Germanicus's illnefs was known. Grief, indig- ^account 
nation, and bitter complaints, no longer brook- et 9 ^^ t 
ed reftraint. " 'Twas for this, then, feid the and <fcuk 
people, thatGermanicus was bammed to the ex- 
tremities of the Empire ; for this, that Pifo was 
made governour of Syria; for this, that Livia 
had fo many fecrec conferences with Plancina. 
Certainly h our fathers fpoke truth about Dru- 
fus. The matters of the' world behold with an 
evil eye the popularity of their fons : nor is it 
neceffary to look for any other reafon of the deaths 

'■ Vera prorfiis de Drain feniores locutos, difplicere reg- 
nantibus civilia filioram ingenia, neqne ob aliud interceptor 
(juam quiapopulum Rcmanam aequo jure complefti, reddit* 
libertatc, agitavertnt 

of 
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A.R.770. * of the amiable princes we yet regret, than 
*"- C ' '9- their intentions to reftore to the Roman people 
their liberty, and re-eftabliih the Republican e- 
quality." 

Whilft the Romans were ruminating on thefe 
melancholy reflections, came the news of Ger- 
manicus's death, to complete the public defola- 
tion. A vacation was thereupon affumed in 
Rome, without flaying for an ordinance from the 
Senate or Magiftrates : the public places were 
deferred, the houfes and fhops lhut up : a * ful- 
ler! filence, interrupted but by groans and fighs, 
reigned throughout the city : a fcene of real ibr- 
row this, and riot of form or mew. And tho* 
the people forbore not the exterior marks of 
mourning, in their fouls they mourned yet dee- 
per. 

It happened that fome merchants, who came 
from Syria when Germanicus was ftUl alive, 
by their difcourfe revived the Roman hopes. 
What k they faid was immediately believed, 
and immediately circulated. The happy news 
flies from mouth to mouth, continually en- 
larged and embelliihed by the relater. Joy feizes 

" T« prefer to obferve that fed in ibis difiourfe far the opi- 
T acitus, 11 ;bun I tranjlaie here, nionofthehijioriasi, and thence 
don't fpeak in his cwn noun, to infer thai be thought Auguf- 
but in that of tbe multitude, tus guilty of the deaths of 'Mar- 
"Tiuoitld be therefore wrong to cellus and Druiiis. 

' Paffimfilentiaetgemittis: nihil compofitum in oflentad- 
onem. £t quanquam neque infignibus lugentium abfiinerent, 
altius animis mcerc bant. 

k Starim credita, itatim vulgata fant : ut quifqae obvins, 
quamvis leviter audita, in alios, atqile illi in plures cumala- 
ta gaudio transferunt. Cmfunt per urbcm, moliuntnr tem- 
plorum fores, juvit credulitatem nox, et promptior iatcr- 
tencbias adfirmatio. Nee obftitit falfis Tiberius, d«nec 
tempore ac (patio vanefcerent : et populus, quaA nirfum 
ereptum, acrius doluit. 

on 
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on al] ; they run to the temples, and burft A.R. 770. 
open their doors. The night too, when this aft - c,, 9* 
happened, aflifted the boldnefs of the affirmation, 
and the credulity of the hearers. Tiberius was 
awakened by the joyful acclamations of the peo- 
ple, who fang in chorus, " ' Rome is laved, -s«<. &% 
our country is faved, Germanicus is faved." But "' 
he took no pains to confute a falfehood which 
would deftroy itfelf. And the forrow of the people 
was renewed with morebitternefs, as they thought 
they loft Germanicus a fecond time. They were a 5"«. Caiig. 
long time inconlblable ; and fpent in mourning "■ 
and tears even the Saturnalia, which had from 
all antiquity been fet apart for rejoicings and di- 
verfions. 

The Senate decreed to the memory of Germa- Hononde- 
nicus all forts of honors ; crowns; ftatues ; fi- ^ O to h " 
umphal arches at Rome, on the banks of the 
Rhine, and on mount Amanus in Syria-, with 
infcriptions containing an account of his exploits, 
and teftifying that he died for the fervice of the 
Commonwealth. As he was a lover of letters, 
and had even made a progrefs in the eloquence 
of the bar and poetry, his buft was ordered to be Suu.dKg. 
placed among thofe of the illuftrious writers <r«.ii.gj. 
that adorned the Senate-houfe. It was even pro- 
pofed to have his buft larger and more ornament- 
ed than the reft ; but Tiberius oppofed it, fay- - 
ing, That fortune never decided the degree of 
literary merit, and that it was fufficient for Ger- 
manicus to be reckoned one of the ftandard au- 
thors. The order of Knights fignalifed aho their 
zeal for the dead Prince's memory, by taking his 
effigy for their ftandard in the folemn pomp 
which they celebrated every year on the fifteenth 
of July. 
1 Salva Roma, falva patria, falvus eft Germanicus. Suit. 

Vol. II. N In 
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A.R. 770. In the height of this publick forrow, Livilla» 
aft. C 19. n i s fifl; erj and Drufus's wife, was delivered of 
Drafu*' 1 ma ' e twins. This gave Tiberius great joy -, who, 
wife, i»dc- laying hold of every advantage, boafted to the 
mS^wL. Senate of this extraordinary piece of fortune i of 
which, hefaid, there was no * example in a Ro- 
man of 'his rank m . But the people, in their then 
circumftances and fentiments, were forry for this 
increafe of Drufus's family, which feemed to 
bear hard on that of Germanicus their fole con- 
cern. 
A. R.771. M. Valerius Messala. 

aft. C. 20. M. AURELIUS COTTA. 

Agrippina'i Agrippina having come directly from Syria, 
BraShiftim. ' n fp' Ec of the inconveniences and dangers of the 
ar«. A«.iii,fca in the worft feafon of the year ; landed at laft 
in the ifland Corcyra. Here Ihe n (pok fome 
days to calm- her mind, and compofe her ex- 
terior, where the violence and impatience of her 
grief were too vifible. 

At the firft news of her arrival, there crouded 
to Brandufium, where ihe was to debark, all the 
friends of her houfe, particularly the officers that 

• // may/cent extraordinary nan in lie time of the Republic. 

that Tiberius jbeuld reckon ma- The reafim is, that he MS net am- 

ny Romans of his own rani, fider himfelf at a monareh ; be 

i\ulli ante Romanorum e- fuppofcd that the old firm of m- 

jufdemfaftigii viro geminam tiemment yetfubjsfted, and that 

ftirpem editam. His exfreffi- it had not teen defrayed, tat 

on cannot be limited to Cefar only regulated, by the alteration 

and Augurtus; and 'tis plain Auguitus- had introduced, 
that it comprehends the illufirkus 

■ Sed populo tali in tempore id quoque dolorem tulit ; tan- 
quatn auftus liberis Drul'us do mum Germanici magis nrge- 

■ Mis paucos dies eomponendo animo infumit, violenta 
luftu et nefcia tolerandi, 

had 
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had ferved under Germanicus, and even many A.R.771. 
ftrangers from the neighbouring cities, either aft - c,z °* 
thro' curiofity, or a miftaken notion of pleafing 
the Emperor. The fleet quickly appeared, and 
as foon as it was in fight, not only the port and 
fhore, but the walls and roofs, and every place 
whence the fea could be feen, were filled with an 
infinity of fpectators ; who, in deep forrow aflced 
one another how they Ihould receive the princefs 
at her landing, whether with filence or acclama- 
tions. They had not yet determined, when the 
fleet approached ; not as ufual with chearful oars, 
but in a flow melancholy manner. The princefs 
appeared and landed, carrying the fepulchral urn, 
with her eyes immoveably calt down, and accom- 
panied by two of her children. Then was heard 
an unjverfal groan : nor were the wailings of re- 
lations to be diftinguilhed from thofe of ftran- 
gers, nor of men from thofe of women. The 
only remarkable difference was, that thole 
who came to meet the princefs, being forcibly 
ftruck by the imprefflon of the unufual fyectacle, 
feemed moreafflifted than Agrippina's attendants, 
whofe tranfports of grief were diroiniihed by 
time. 

Ubi primum ex alto vifa claflis, complentur non mode 
portus et proxima maris, fed moenia ac tefla, quaque lon- 
giffime profpeftari potcrat, mcerentium turba, ac rogitan- 
tium inter fe, filentione an voce aliqua egredientem excipe- 
rent. Neque fatis conftabat quid pro tempore foret, quum 
claflis paulatim fucceffit, non alacri ut adfolet remigio, fed 
cunftis ad triflitiam compoiitis. Poflquam duobus cum li- 
bcris, feral em urnam tenens, egrefla nav! defi.xit oculos, 
idem omnium gemitus : neqae dtfeernercs proximos alienos 
virorum ferainarum planftus : nil! quod comitatum Agrippi ■ 
nae longo mrerore feflum obvii et recentes in dolore antei- 
bant. 

N 2 Tiberius 
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A.R.771. Tiberiushad fent two Pretorian Cohorts; and 
aft. C. zo. ordered the magiftrates of * Calabria, Apulia. 
fb^Tio and Campania, to pay the laft honors to the me- 
Gttmjni- mor y f his fon. So that the funereal pomp was 
fromBrpn- continued without interruption from Brundun- 
r™ t0 um t0 R° me ' The urn, placed on a litter, was 
carried on the moulders of Tribunes and Centu- 
rions. Before it marched fome companies of 
foldiers with neglected colors, and Germarri- 
cus's lienors with their fafces reverfed. In the 
colonies they palled thro', the people in mourn- 
ing, and the Knights in their robes, burnt rai- 
ment, perfumes, and other valuable things, ufu- 
al in funerals. Even the inhabitants of remote 
cities met the proceflion, ere&ed altars and flew 
viclims to the gods of the dead, and manifefted 
their forrow by their tears and lamentations. 
Drufus came as far as Tcrracina, with thole of 
Germanicus's children that had been left at Rome, 
and his brother Claudius. The Confuls Valerius 
Meuala and Aurelius Cotra, the Senate, and 
great part of the people, filled the road, with- 
out ' order, in confufion, and attentive to no- 
thing but their grief. For in this mourning flat- 
tery and art had no fhare. Every body well 
knew that Tiberius was not difplealcd at Germa- 
nicus's death, and that all his diflimulation was 
not fufficient to hide his joy. Tiberius and Li- 
via did not appear in public ; doubtlefs becaufe 
they expected to be narrowly examined, and were ■ 
apprehenfive that .their affected forrow would be 

• This is not the cesatry now/ brla oftht ancients was part gf 
called Calabria. The (Jala ivhatixe nsvicail\& Pouille. 
r Disjefti, et, utcuiqnelibitum, flentej. A Wat quippe a- 
dnlatio : gnaris omnibus la;tam Tiberio Germanici mortem 
• male diffimiilari. 

feen 
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feen thro'. Antonia, Germanicus's mother, al-A.R.771. 
. fo kept up. But Tacitus very juftly fufpe&s, ■*■ c - M * 
that ihe was ordered fo to do. The uncle and 
grandmother wanted the authority of the mo- 
ther's example, and to have it thought, that the 
like grief had occafioned in all three the like 
conduct. 

The ' day that Germanicus's afhes were car- Tbejr are. 
tied to Auguftus's tomb, .ibmetimes a fullen fi-SnSl3*i 
lence prevailed, as if the city had been a vaft fo- tomb. 
Jitude, fornetimes an uproar of tears and cries. 
From all parts the people were running to the 
Campus Martius, which blazed with numberlefs 
torches. The foldiers under arms, the Magis- 
trates without their infignia, the people by their 
trjbes, all cried in concert, that the common- 
wealth was fallen, that there were no remains of 
hope ; exprefling their fenuments with a freedom 
that ihewed no refpecT: to the reigning family. 
But nothing hurt Tiberius lb much, as the figns 
of the affection of the public for Agrippina. 
They called her the honor of their country, the 
only true blood of Auguftus, the (ingle model 
of ancient virtue ■> then applying to heaven, they 
begged for the prefervation of her family, and 
that they might furvive thole who envied them. 

The interrment appears to have been perform- 
ed without much ceremony. There were no pro- 
ceflions of the images of the Prince's anceftors, 
ho funereal bed of ftate, no oration. All thefe 

9 Dies quo reliquis tamulo Augufti inferebantur, modo 
per filentium vaftus, modo ploratibus inquies; plena urbis 
itinera ; collucentes per Campum Marti s facts. Illic miles 
cum armis, fine infignibus Magiftratus, populus per tribus, 
concidiifc Rempublicam, nihil fpei reliquum clamkabant, 
promptius apemufque, quam ut meminifle Imperitantium 
srederes. 

N 3 omifiions 
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A.R.77i.omiffions were laid hold on. People called to 
aft. C. zo. m i n d wnat: Auguftus did for Driifus, his proofs 
of affeftion and regret, the many honors he heap- 
ed on his dead fon-in-law : and' they compared 
his active zeal with the coldnefs and indifference 
of Tiberius, for a Prince, who was naturally his 
nephew, and adoptively his fon. " If he has, 
faid they, no real forrow, he furely might have 
{hewn fo much regard for decency, as to counter- 
feit lome." 
Tiberim Tiberiushad information of thefe murmuringsj 

TOpfetVfct am * t0 P ut a ^°P t0 tnen1 » ne publiflied an edict, 
boundi » in which he told the people, " That many illuf- 
d^itcTrTd 1 " tr * ous persons had died for the commonwealth, 
' but none fo vehemently lamented. That this 
forrow, however, was glorious to himfelf and to 
all the Romans, if a meafure were obferved. 
That ■ the conduct of private families and fmall 
ftates, was one thing, and another that of Princes 
and an Imperial people. That it was proper to 
be afflicted, and to vent that affli&ion by tears, 
while their lofs was recent ; but that it was now 
time to lhew their fortitude. That thus Cefar 
upon the death of an only daughter, thus Au- 
gultus after the lofs of his grandfons, had got 
the better of their forrow. That the Roman peo- 
ple had alfo Ihewn great conftancy in public ca- 
lamities, after bloody defeats, wherein they loft 
great Generals, and the hopes of the firft houfes 
of Rome. That Princes were mortal, but the 
commonwealth immortal. And that he there- 
fore exhorted them to return to their ufual occu- 

r Ubi ilia Vetera in initituta, propolitam toro effigiem, 
meditate ad memorlam virtutis Carolina, ct laudationes, et 
lacrymas, vel doloris imitamenta ? 

■ Non enim eadem decora l'rincipibas viris et Imperatori 
populo, qua; modicis domibus autcivitatibus. 

pations i 
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pations ; and as the Megalenfian games were at A - R-77 1 - 
hand, to refume their diverfions and pleafiires." aft " C- zo - 

Thefe games, in honour of the mother of thep«" oft '« 
gods, which were celebrated on the fourth of^"""^of 
April, inform us, that the lorrowful ceremony I oxrmanicw. 
have juft defcribed, was performed in the begin- „""' * 
ning of that month, or the latter end of March ; 
in the fame manner as the Saturnalia, a feftival 
in December, which (according to Suetonius) 
fbon followed the news of Germanicus's death 
being brought to Rome, give us pretty nearly 
the date of that death, which muft be placed 
about the end of the November of the preceding 
year. 

The people, having paid their laft duties to Pifoarriw 
Germanicus, were now bent upon revenging his ^°iTir. 
death ; . and already murmured at Pifo, who, in- 
ftead of coming to Rome to anfwer the accufa- 
tions prepared againft him, wandered about the 
delightful countries of Alia and Greece -, and by 
this delay, equally arrogant and artificial, funk 
the evidences of his crime. For it was bruited, 
that Martina, who was famous for poilbnings, 
and had been fent (as we have feen) by Sentius 
to Italy, wasfuddenly dcadatBrundufium ; and 
as no marks of a violent death appeared on her 
body, they fufpected (he had difpatched herfelf 
by ibme poilbn tied up in her hair. 

Mean while Pifo approached ; and when he was 
come into the Adriatic fea,he fent his fon to Rome, 
with inftruftions how to foften Tiberius, and 
make him favorable to him. He himfelf went 
• to Drufus, who after Germanicus's funeral had 
returned to Illyricum, and appeared before him 
with confidence, expe&ing l to find him lefs ex- 

Quern baud fratris interim trucem, quam remoto tcmulo 
icqniorem, fperabat. 

N 4 afperated 
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A.R.77i.afperat.-d at the death of a brother, than fecretly 

afi.C. zo.p[ ea f e j at the removal of a rival, 

Tiberius, affecting equity and impartiality, 
received young Pifo gracioufly ; and gave him 
the prefents ufually beftowed on young Noble- 
men. Drufus's anfwer to Pifo was, " That if the 
current rumors were true, he ought to fet the ex- 
ample of grief and revenge ; but he hoped they 
were vain and chimerical, and that Germanicus's 
death would be pernicious to nobody." He fpoke 
this before witneffes, and avoided all privacy ; 
nor v was it doubted, but that this circumfpecl:, 
politic conduct, in a Prince, whofe youth and 
temper biaHed him to unwarinefs and franknefs, 
was the effect of Tiberius's directions. 

Pifo, having crofted the Adriatic fea, landed 
at Ancona ; where he left the veflels that brought 
him. Then croflmg Picenum, he joined a le- 
gion that was going from Pannonia to Rome, 
and thence to Africa, on account of the war with 
Tacfarinas, of which I have hitherto deferred 
fpeaking. When a peffon is once odious, every 
thing he does is obferved and fufpefted. It was 
pretended that he had officioufly mixed with the 
foldiers to attempt their fidelity, and court their 
aid. This was what he prohably had no thoughts 
of. When he was come to Narnia, " either to 
remove that fufpicion, which his friends at Rome 
had taken care to acquaint him with, or becaufe 
men in dread waver in their conduct, he em- 

• Now u barked and came down the * Nar, and then the 

w ** Tiber to Rome. The populace were ihocked to 

T Neque tjubitabantur pnefcripta ci a Tiberio, qimm in- 
callidus alioqui, et jacilis juventa, fenilibus Cum artibua ate- 
retur. 

* Vitanda: fulbicionis, an quia pavidis confilia in incerto 
font. 
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fee him land over againft the burying place of A. R-77>- 
the Cefars j as alfo, at his coming a-ftiore in *"• *-• *°' 
open day, at a frequented landing place, attended 
by a great number of clients, with Plancina fur- 
rounded by many ladies-, and both with coun- 
tenances of confidence and ferenity. Pifo's houfe 
was in the Forum ; fo that nothing that pafled 
there could be concealed ; and the entertainment 
he gave his friends on occafion of his return, 
was eyed with indignation -, as well as the marks 
of joy, the feftoons and illuminations that adorn- 
ed his windows. 

The next day, Fulcinus Trio went to theH«iiic«r- 
Confuls, and defired to be admitted as Pifo's ac- Ijj^J^L 
cufer. Vitellius, Veranius, and the other friends befoetl* 
'of the dead Prince, oppofed this ; and maintain- Saatt - 
ed, that Fulcinius had no right to intermeddle 
in this affair, in which they themfelves Ihould 
lefs act the part of accufers, than that of wit- 
neffes, and agents of Germanicus. Fulcinius, 
not to be entirely excluded from a bufinefs he was 
fond of, defired, and obtained leave, to accufe 
Pifo on account of his former conduct, before 
he was appointed Governor of Syria. 

The Emperor was fupplicated by the accufers 
to try and judge himfelf this important caufe; 
which the accufeVdid not decline, dreading the 
difpofition the Senate and people were in ; and 
knowing Tiberius's refolution in defpifing vulgar 
inconfiderate rumors, and the part he had in the 
plots and fecret orders of his mother, Befides, 
he knew * that a fingle judge better diftinguilhed 
truth from malicious mifmterpretations, than an 
afiembly, where hatred and prejudice prevail. 

1 Veraquc, aut in deterins credits, judice ab' udo facilius 
difcerni ; odium « invidiam apnd multos valere. 

Tiberius 
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i- Tiberius was aware of the difficulty and weight 
'" of the trial of fo delicate an affair ; and was ac- 
quainted with what was reported of him on this 
occafion : fo that he refolved to take nothing on 
himfelf; and only heard, affifledby fome friends, 
the menaces of the accufers, and prayers of the 
accufed ; and then, without entering into any 
difcuffion, left the caufe to the Senate. Drufus 
returned the while from Illyricum, and tho' the 
Senate (as I have faid) had decreed him the ho- 
nor of the ovation, he poftponed the folemnity, 
and entered the city. 

Pifo, being conftrained to make his defence 
before the Senate, had great difficulty to find ad- 
vocates. Tacitus names * five of the moft illuf- 
trious orators of thofe times, who under various 
pretences refufed him. At lafi, M. JLepidus, 
L. Pifo, and Livineius Regulus, undertook his 
caufe. Every body had now their eyes on Germa- 
nicus's friends, on the accufed, on Tiberius. Ne- 
ver was any affair fo univerfally interefting. But 
above all, every one was attentive to Tiberius's 
behaviour, to fee whether he would be fo much 
matter of himfelf as to fmother his fentiments : 
but in cafe he did, they were pre-gueffed, and 
very freely judged of; tho* fecretly, and with 
caution. 
, Tiberius opened the fefllons of the Senate by 
a premeditated difcourfe ; in which he endea- 
voured to fhewa perfect impartiality. He faid, 
" That Pifo had been the Lieutenant, and friend 
of his father Auguftus; and that he himfelf, by 
the advice of the Senate, had appointed him 
co-adjutor to Germanicus in adminiftring the 

• One of the five. Marcel- <u* fake towards the deft ef 
Its Efeminus, appears It be that the fecondbook. 



grand/on of Pollio, of whom 
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affairs of the Eaft. That they were now to ex- A.R.771. 
amine, with the utmoft impartiality, whether in ■"■ *-• 2 °" 
that employment, he had exafperated the young 
Prince by contumacy and bad behaviour ; and 
exulted over his death, or procured it by poifon. 
For, added he, if. 'as a Lieutenant, he forgot 
his duty to his General, and refufed him obedi- 
ence; if Germanicus's death, and my lofs, was 
to Pifo a matter of joy and triumph ; I mall de- 
teft him, and forbid him my houfe, as my par- 
ticular enemy, who has offended me perfonally, 
but without interpofing the authority of the 
Prince. But if he is proved guilty of any crime 
that deferves punifhment, were it the murder of 
any man whatsoever, in that cafe, my mother 
and I, and Germanicus's children, demand juf- 
tice. The conduct of the accufed is alfo to be 
Scrutinized about another important article. It 
mull be examined as to the foldiery, whether he 
behaved in a turbulent and feditious manner to 
them j and endeavoured to win their arfbftion by 
methods contrary to difcipiine j and whether he 
attempted to relume by force of arms the go- 
vernment ofSyria; or whether thefe allegations are 
untrue or exaggeratd by his accufers. For I think , 
Ihavereafon to complain of them too, and to blame 
their exceffive heat in this affair. Whither tended 
it, to expofe the naked corple at Antioch, to in- 
vite the eye of the public to examine it ftrictly, 
and to fpread the report of the poifoning among 
foreign nations, fince the fad is at this time du- 

1 Nam fi Legatus officii terminal, obfequium erga Impe- 
ratorem exuit, ejufdemque morte et lufiu met) litatus eft, 
odero, feponamque a domo mea, et privatas inimicitias, 
non Principis, ulcifcar. Sin facinus in cujufcumque morta- 
lium nccc vindicandum detegitur, vos vero et liberal Ger- 
manici, ct cos parentes, juftis folatiu adficite. 

bious 
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■A.R. 771. bious and under examination? I bewail my fon, 
•ft. €. 20. an d fl, a i| ever bewail him ; but I will not hinder 
the accufed from ufing every method tojuftiry 
his innocence, tho* at the expence of Germani- 
cus himfclf, if he Jias been in fault. And I beg 
of you, Fathers, however great my intereft may 
be in this bufmefs, not to confider a crime im- 
puted as a crime proved. You, whom affinity 
or friendfliip have induced to undertake, the de- 
fence of the accufed, employ all your eloquence 
and zeal to extricate him out of this dangerous 
fituation. To the fame activity and firmnefs I 
exhort the accufers. The only privilege beyond 
the common courfe of law that we grant to Ger- 
manicus's memory is, that the inqueft concern- 
ing his death be held before the Senate, and not 
before the ordinary tribunal. In every thing elfe, 
let the the common methods take place. Let 
* none regard Drufus's tears, or my affliction, 
nor the malicious reports concerning us." 
Finding!. The time was then fixed for the pleadings ; 
two days were allowed the accufers, and, after an 
interval of fix days, three to the accufed. Fut- 
cinius began* with ftale, impertinent facts ; ad- 
vancing that Pifo, when he was Auguftus's Lieu- 
tenant in Spain, had ill-performed his duty both 
to Prince and people ; having plundered the one, 
and rendered himfelf fufpected of acting contra- 
ry to the fervice of the other : vain allegations, 
which were ufelefs, whether proved or refuted, 
becaufe the decifion of the caufe depended on 
quite other things. 

Pifo's real adverHries were, Serveus, Veramus, 
and Vitellius, and in particular the laft, who 

* Nemo Drufi lacrymas, nemo mcrftitiam meam fpectet, 

r.ec iiejua'in iwsadverla finguntur. 

equalled 
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equalled the others in zeal, and furpaffed them A.R. 771. 
in eloquence. They proved, that Pifo, in ha- aft C ' 2 °' 
tred to Germanicus, and thro' ambitious views, 
had corrupted the foldiers, by tolerating in them 
licentioufnefs and the oppreiTion of the provin- 
cials i and that in return, by the moft profligate, 
he was ftyled Father of the legions. That on the 
contrary, he had ftudioufly mifbehaved to the 
belt fubjeclrs, and particularly to the friends of 
Germanicus, and fuch as were attached to him. 
They added, that he had alfo murdered Germa- 
nicus by forcery and poifon ; and inftanced the 
magic facrifices performed by Pifo and Piancina. 
And finally, they accufed him of having begun a 
s civil war ; fo that before he could be brought 
to be tried, it had been neceflary to defeat him in 
a pitched battle. 

The accufed but ill defended himfelf on moft 
of thefe heads ; only the charge of poifon he 
cleared himfelf of. What his accufers themfelves 
alledged, did not feem probable. They faid, 
That Pifo dining with Germanicus, and being 
on the fame couch, had with his hands poifoned 
the meat of the Prince. Was it likely that he 
mould dare commit fuch a crime in a ftrange 
houfe, watched by fo many curious, fufpicious 
perfons, and even under Germanicus's eye ? And 
Pifo, as fecure of his innocence, offered his flaves 
to be racked, and required the fame of fuch of 
the Princes as waited at that entertainment. But 
his judges, for different reafons, were implacable ; 
the Emperor, on account of the war he had raif- 
ed in the province j and the Senate could not be 
convinced that Germanicus's death was without 

b Petitam armis Rcinpublieara; utque reus agi pofletocie 

viilum. 

t fraud 
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A.R. 771. fraud and crime. And from without, were heard 
aft. C. 20. the cries of the people, who protefted, that if 
the criminal efcaped the condemnation of the Se- 
nate, they would with their own hands do them- 
felves juftice. They were already going to drag- 
Pifo's ftatues to the * Gemonias, and to break 
them to pieces, had not Tiberius fent a party of 
foldiers, who refcued, and replaced them. Pifo, 
when he came out of the Senate, got into a lit- 
ter, and was reconducted to his houfe by a Tri- 
bune of a Pretorian cohort, whom many fup- 
' pofed to have orders to put him to death. But, 
it appeared by the event, that this officer was, on 
the contrary, intended to efcort and protect him 
from the infults of the populace. 

Plancina was not lefs odious to the public than 
her hufband," but Ihe had more fecret favor. Li- 
via took her under her protection ; and it was 
thought that the Emperor could not get the bet- 
ter of fuch an obftacle. As long as Pifo had any 
hopes, Plancina declared to him, that ihe was 
refolved to ihare his fortune, and accompany him, 
if necefTary, even in death. But when Ihe found 
things go ill, ihe altered her way of thinking, 
and having by Livia, fecretly fecured her own 
pardon, ihe by degrees feparated her intereft 
from her hufband's, and prepared a particular 
defence, as if ihe had had another caufe. 

Pifo comprehended that this was the fignal of his 
deftruction -, and doubted whether he ihould make 
any further efforts. However, thro* the exhortati- 
ons and entreaties of his fons, he once more ven- 
tured to appear before the Senate. " He there fuf- 

* The place to which votrt dragged the bodies of fucb criminals 
as bad /offered public fuaijbmtnt. 

■ Red integra tarn que aceufitionem, infenfas Patrum voces, 
adverfa et fkva contta peipdTus, nullo magis exterritus eft, 

fered 
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Fered every hardlhip and indignity, the accufa- A. Ra- 
tion renewed with greater vehemence, the me- ■**■ ( " 2 °' 
naocs of the enraged Senators. But nothing fo 
effectually difcouraged him as to fee Tiberius 
cool, unmoved, without companion or anger, 
clofe, and impenetrable. 

When he returned home, he fet to writing, as Pifo's iuih. 
if he had been preparing fomewhat for his next 
day's defence ; and when he had lealed the pa- 
per, he gave it to a freedman. He then bathed, . 
and fat down to table ; and late in the night, his 
wife having left the chamber, he ordered the 
door to be lhut. And in the morning he was 
found with his throat cut, his fword lying by 
him on the floor. 

Tacitus fays, that he had heard from old men, 
who were alive at the time of thefe tranfaffions, 
that more than once in Pifo's hands was feen a 
bundle of papers which he never made public, 
and which, as his friends reported, contained Ti- 
berius's orders againft Germanicus ; and that Pifo 
had refolved to produce them in the Senate, and 
accufe the Emperor face to face, but for the hol- 
low promifes of Sejanus ; and that he had not 
killed himfelf, but that an agent of Tiberius had 
come and difpatched him in his houfe. Suero- s^i/iiur,. 
nius agrees in the orders given by Tiberius to 
Pifo, and his determination to ufe them in his 
own j unification. 

I fcarce know what ftrefs is to be laid on thefe 
rumors, which feemed to fuppofe the truth of the 
poifbning, of which there was no evidence pro- 
duced at the trial. And I ihall go by what ap- 
peared to the public, without making any conjec- 



Siam quod Tiberiom fine miferatione, fine ira, obflinatum, 
aufuraque vidit, ne quo affcflu pwrumperctur. 

Tiberius 
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A.R.771. Tiberius affumed an air of fadnefs to the Se- 
■ft. C. 20. aue t and complained that Pifo's bloody death 
•Ttc. iii. 16. might alienate their affeftions from him. The 
freedman, who brought him the writing that Pifo 
had drawn up a tittle before his death, being 
produced, Tiberius aiked him many ,queftions 
about all the circumftances of the lalt hours of 
his patron's life : after which he read the writing 
aloud ; wherein Pifo faid as follows, " Oppreffed 
by * calumny, and a combination of my enemies, 
I call the immortal Gods to witnefs, Cefar, that 
I have never departed from the loyalty I owed 
you, nor from the profound refpect I ought to 
pay your mother ; and I befeech you both to 
have mercy on my fons. Cn. Pilb, the elder, has 
had no (hare in the transitions that occafion my 
prefent fituation, as he was at Rome the whole 
time I was abfent from it. M. Pifo did not ap- 
prove of my return to Syria : and I with that I 
bad yielded to the opinion of my young fon, ra- 
ther than he to the authority of his ancient father. 
Hence I .more earneftly intreat you not to fufier 
him who is innocent to bear the punifliment of 
my rafhnefs. By forty-five years fervice, by our 
* fellowship in the Confulfhip, 1 beg you to grant 

* Confpirationc inimicorum et invidia falfi criminis op- 
preffus, quatenus veritati et innocentiE mex nufquam locus 
eft, deos immortales teftor vixifle me, Csefar, cum fide ad- 
vcrium te, neque alia in mat rem mam pietate : vofque oro 
libcris meis ronfuktis : ex quibus Cn. Pifo qualicunque for- 
tune meas 11011 eft adjunftus, quura omne hoc tempus in nrbe 
egerit. M. Pifo repetere Syriam dchortatui eft : atque nti- 
nam ego potiua nlio juveni qoara ilie patri feni ceffiffct ! £0 
impenfius precor ne meat pravitatii pcenas innoxius luat. Per 
qninque et quadraginta annorum obfequium, per collegium 
confulatus, divo Augufto parenti tuo probatus, et tibi ami- 
cus, nee quidquam poft hxc rogaturus, falutem infdicis fiiii 
"go- 

" Pifo had been collegia •with Tiberius in hisfiteud Canfujjtip, 
A. R. 745. 

the 
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the life of an unfortunate fon to a father, whoA.R.771 
has been honoured with Augustus's efteem, who aft - c - M 
has been your friend, and who will never alk any 
other favour." Of Plancina, Pifo faid nothing. 

Tiberius condefcended to his requeft about his 
younger fon. He excufed M, Pifo, as having or- 
ders from his father, which a fon could not dif- 
obey. He likewife bewailed that noble houfe j 
and even the miferable end of the accufed ; who, 
however to blame, was to be pitied." • 

He afterwards b interceded for Plancina, with pimeim, 
an air of fhame and confufion, alledging the im- £ ,r ^ s wi fr. 
portunity of his mother ■, againft whom the belt vu'i ^m**. 
people fecretly murmured with no little indigna- *■ 
tion. " What, faid they, is the murdrefs of the 
grandfon admitted to the fight and intimacy of 
the grandmother, and by her fnatched from the 
vengeance of the Senate ! To Germanicus alone 
is denied what the laws grant to every citizen. 
What a contrail ! Veranius and Vitellius profe- 
cute the murderers of the Emperor's fon ; Tibe- 
rius and Livia defend and refcue her ! Plancina 
might now turn her fuccefsful poifons againft 
Agrippina and her children •, and fatiate the un- 
natural uncle and grandmother with the blood 
of that unhappy family." Tiberius's intention 
was not to pardon Plancina himfelf, but to get 
her acquitted by the Senate, Therefore two days 

b Pro Plancina cam pudore et flagitio difleruir, matris 
preces obtendens ; in qaam optimi cujufque fecreti queftus 
nugis ardefcebant. Id ergo fas aviae interfefiricem nepotis 
adfpicere, adloqui, eripere Senatui J Quod pro omnibus ci- 
vibus leges obtuneant, uni Germanico non contigifle I Vi- 
tellii et Veranii voce delictum Oefarem, ab Imperatore et 
Augufta defenfam Plancinam ! Proinde vcnena et artee tarn 
feliciter expertas verteret in Agrippinam et liberas ejus, egre- 
t -j — . n languine miferrim* domus ex- 

O were 
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A,R. 771 . were fpent in trying, or rather in making believd 

afi.C.20. t hey were trying her. The Emperor prefled 

Pifo's fons to defend their mother -, the accuiers 

pleaded, the wknefles were examined againft her : 

and as nobody anfwered for her, her condition 

rather excited companion than hatred. At laifc 

the fuffrages were collected. 

opinion f The Conful Aurelius Cotta, who was firft afk- 

th *^™^> ed, was of opinion, " That the name of Pifo 

tyTiberiufc, mould be razed out of the annals 1 that half of 

his fortune fhould be confifcated, and the other 

half granted to Cn. Pifo, his elder fon, upon 

condition he changed his name ; that M. Pifo 

fhould be diverted of his fenatorial dignity, and 

banifhed for ten years, with an allowance of five 

millions of lefterces out of his father's forfeited 

eftate : and that Plancina's life and fortune fhould 

be granted to Livia's interceffion.". 

Tiberius foftened in moil particulars the rigor of 
this opinion. He was not for (hiking Pifo's name 
out of the annals, fince, as he&id, that of Mark 
Antony, who made war on his country, and that 
of Julius Antonius, who had by adultery difho- 
noured Auguftus's hogfe, ftill continued there. 
He exempted M. Pifo from degradation, and left 
him his paternal inheritance. For coofifcations, 
which were often afterwards the objects of tfie 
rapacioufnefs of bad princes, little influenced Ti- 
berius. He was not avaricious ; and on the pre- 
fent occafion, the flume of having, brought off 
Plancina, made him milder than ufual. In con- 
sequence hereof, Valerius Meffalinus and Cerina 
Severus, having propofed, the one to confecrate 
in the temple of Mars the Avenger a golden fta- 
tfie of that god, and the other to ercft'an altarto 
Revenge, Tiberius intervened, faying, That fuch 
' monuments were proper for perpetuating foreign. 

vie- 
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victories, but that domcftic evils mould be bu-^^77'- 
ried in oblivion. Meflalinus had added, that pub- ao * 

Jic thanks fhould be given to Tiberius, Livia, 
Antonia, Agrippina, and Drufus, for having re- 
venged Germanicus's death ; but had omitted 
Claudius. The fimple Claudius, who was then* 
only a Roman knight, made fo (mall a figure in 
the State, tho' Germanicus's brother, that he was 
overlooked. L. Afprenas, however, took notice of 
the omiffion of his name, and it was then added 
in the decree. Upon which Tacitus makes this 
reflection : " For c my part, fays he, the more I 
revolve the events of late or of old, the more I 
am perfuaded that the affairs of mortals are the 
fport of fuperior powers. For in the opinion, 
hopes, and veneration of the public, all men 
were rather deftined to the empire than he whom 
fortune then referved for.it in the dark." Inftead 
of a blind capricious power, fuch as Fortune, 
put Providence, who mocks human fchemes, 
and by hidden, but infallible ways, executes its 
unerring defigns ; and nothing can be jufter than 
Tacitus's reflection. 

Tiberius, foon after, propofed to the Senate to Kj?** «- 
prefer to the priefthood Vitellius, Veranius, and™^?' 
Serveus, as a reward for their zeal. To Fulcinius 
be promifed his intereft towards preferment; but 
advifed him to be moderate in the ufe of his ta- 
lents, and to take caxc that by going too faft he 
did not fall into fome precipice. It appears in the 
fequel that Fulcinius neglected this advice. Thus 
ended the purfuit of the vengeance for the death 

* Milii, tjuanto plura recentiwn feu veterum revolvo, Unto 
magis ludibria renun moitalium cun&is in negotiis obver- 
fantur. Quippe fatal, fpe, veneratione, potius omnes defti- 
nabantur impeiio, quam quern futurum principem Fortuna 
in occulto tcnebat. 

O 2 «rf 



3,g,1,zed by GOOgle 



i$6 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R. 771- of Germanicus, which was varioufiy talked of 
*"*'•• 2 °- at that time, and has always continued ambigu- 
ous : fo d obfcure, fays Tacitus, are the higheft 
tranfa&ions and moll important, while fome hold 
for certain facts the Brft hearfays, and others dif- 
guife the truth they knowj and both are fwal- 
lowed by pofterity. After all, then, it is uncertain 
whether Germanicus was poifoned or no. But it 
is very certain, that Pifo, who was the inftru- 
ment of Tiberius's malice, by fatiguing, morti- 
fying, and vexing Germanicus every poflible 
way {if he did nothing more) was punifhed by 
the very prince he had ferved, A memorable ex- 
ample of divine juftice, and of the imprudent 
temerity of courtiers ! 

SECT. III. 

Drufus's ovation. Death of Vipfania his mother. 
< Lepida accufed and condemned. Death of §htiri- 

nius. D. Silanus obtains leave to return to Rome. 
Moderations and refir'tclions of the law Papia 
Poppea. The eldefi of Germanicuis fans puts 
on the •virile robe. His marriage. Death of 
Sallujl, the Emperor's Minifter. Confulfhip of 
the father and fan. All Tiberius's collegues 
in the Confulfhip perijhed miferably. Tiberius ab~ 
fents bimfelf from Rome, Difpute between Cor- 
bulo and L, Sylla. Corbulo blamed in another 
kind of affair. Cetina Severus's proportion re- 
jected. An enormous and tyrannic abufe reprejfed. 
Drufus acquires great good-will on that account. 

* Adeo maxima quxque ambigua Cunt, dum alii quoquo- 
jnodo audita pro ecmpertis habent, alii vera in contrarium 
vertunt : et glifcit utrumque pofteritate. 

Accu- 
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Accufations , of high treafon. Incredible lengths 
that they are carried to. 'Condemnation and death 
of Lutoritts Prifcus. Law thai defers for ten 
days the execution of the judgments of the Senate. 
Commotions in Thrace. Revolt in Caul. Alarm 
that the news of it produces at Rome. Tranquil- 
lity of Tiberius. Sacrovir, chief of the Eduans, 
defeated by Silius. Tiberius acquaints the Senate 
by letter with the beginning and end of the war 
at the fame time. Bafe flattery of a Senator. Ti- 
berius makes frequent delufive projeSts of jour- ■'■ 
nics. War of Tacfarinas in Africa. He is 

heat by Furius Camillus. He defeats a Roman 

cohort. It is decimated by order of the Proconful 
Apronius. The Civic crown given by the Emperor 
to a foldier. Tacfarinas is driven back again into 
the deferts. Junius Brutus named to fucceed A- 
prenius. He gains great advantages, but does 
net terminate the war. Tiberius befivws on him 
the triumphal ornaments, and the title of Impe- 
rator. 

DRUSUS had deferred (as we have faid) A R ??u 
the honour of the Ovation which had been aft. c. 20. 
decreed him, not being willing to interrupt the p,,,,-^., . 
grand affair that bufied the whole city. The *«i°n- 
ancient formalities were yet fo ftri&ly obferved, gjf*j. f"'- 
that, as by entring Rome he had loft his com- 
mand, which was necefiary in the day of cere- 
mony, he was obliged to go out of the walls, 
and renew the aufpices ; and prefently after he 
re-entered with the pomp of the minor tri- 
umph. 

A few days after died Vipfania his mother-, D«thof 
of all the children of Agrippa the only one^^| lhi! 
permitted to make a pacific end. The deaths of 
ail the reft were either violent, or premature. 
O 3 The 
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A.R.77i.ThetwoyoungC.efars, Caius and Lucius, were 
■ft. C, 20. ^^1^ ff i n tnc flower of their age ; not with- 
out fufpicion of being poifoned. Tiberius ailaffi- 
nated Agrippa Pofthumus, In the fequel of this 
hiftory we lhall fee Julia perifh lamentably in 
ban i foment, and Agrippina die of hunger. If 
Agrippa had not raiTed himfclf above the obfeure 
condition of his anceftors, if he had never been 
Augustus's fon-in-law, his family had been left 
unfortunate. 
topMiic The accofation and condemnation of an ilia- 
aatLZOL. ft" 0115 I^Y' tno ' gui'tyi excited the companion 
TtK.rn.2i. of the people. She was named Lepida, defcend- 
ed consequently from the -fljmilii on the father's 
fide, and was alfo great grand-daughter of Pom- 
jxy and Sylla. Auguftus had once intended her 
for wife to the youngeft of his adopted fons, 
L, Cefar ; but the death of that prince prevented 
this intended alliance. She had been married 
. more than once, and in the lait place * to Sul- 
' picius Quirinius (of whom we have had occafjon 
to fpeak in the preceding reign) a man of an ob- 
feure birth, but who by his' talents and fcrvices 
had raifed himfclf to the firft dignities of the 
State. Lepida, whofe conduct was not irreproach- 
able, eafify difpleafed her old huJband. He re- 
pudiated her i and retaining afterwards a warm 
refentment, accufed her of impofing a falfe birth 
on him, and of poifoning, as well as of adul- 
tery s and, to complete all, of high trtafon : for 
it was pretended that the had confulted with 

* 1 fufpofe Quirinius •was exfed her twenty years after bt 
the S>ft ef I/efidi's haficairh, • had been divorced front her ; 
becauft 1 fee he aceufes her of 'which is a circimftdnct that 
impofixg a'fatfe birth, which Tacitus jhtndd sW have tmt- 
fiems to agree with a recent di- ted, iftm$. 
Ktrtc. Suetonius fayi he ac 

Aftro- 



.>,=,i,z Ct i 3 vGoogIf 



TIBERIUS. 19? 

AftroJoeers about the fortune and family of the A.R. 771: 
Cefars * c -»- 

Tiberius, according to cuftom, behaved in 
this affair very ambiguoufly ; and interwove figns 
of clemency and anger fo artificially, that nobody 
Could dive into his fecret difpofition. He de- 
clared, that he did not think that high treafon was 
included in the charge, and in fact did not fuffer 
Lepida's Haves to be examined by torture on that 
head. But at the fame time he encouraged feve- 
ral of the witnefles to explain themtelves as to 
the very fads which he appeared defirous to have 
fuppreffed. He excufed Dmfus from voting fiift, 
which, as Conful elect, he fhould have done ■, in 
which he might have had two views: for it 
might be thought, that he thereby intended to 
preferve the freedom of the fuflrages, which 
would have been influenced, if the fentiments of 
the Emperor's fon were immediately known : 
but on the other fide, if his intentions had been 
favourable to Lepida, he would not have left to 
others the acquittal of her. 

While the trial was depending, fome public 
games having been exhibited in Pompey's thea- 
tre, Lepida went there, accompanied with other 
ladies of great quality; and with doleful lamen- 
tations invoking her anceftors, and particularly 
Pompey, whofe remembrance the place itfelf re- 
called, fhe * fo much affected the fpectators, that 
they all role up, and with tears uttered dire, im- 
precations on, and cruel invectives againft, Qui- 
riniqs. They reproached him with his low birth, 
his great intereft, which arofe only from his be-; 

• Tantiim mifericordize commovit, tat f ffiffi in Uciypas 

£ev2 et deteilanda Qu\rinj,o elamitarent, pujus fenefta:, at- 
que orbitati, et obfeuviffimse domui, deftinata quondam uxor 
1.. Caslari, ac divo Augulto nurus, dsderetur. Tee. iii. ?.j. 

O 4 ing 
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AJl.77t.ing rich, old, and childlefs, and this vile abufe 
aft.C. 20. f it in ruining an illuftrious lady ; judged by 
Auguftus worthy of the honour of being his 
daughter-in-law. However, Lepida's irregula- 
rities having been proved at the trial, the judg- 
ment of Rubellius Blandus, for banifhing her, 
was agreed to by the majority. And it was ob~ 
ferved, that Drufus aflented to this fentence, tho' 
other Senators had propofed a milder. Banifh- 
tnent included confifcation ; but at the entreaty 
of Scaurus, who had a daughter by Lepida, that 
part of the punUhment was remitted. After every 
thing was fettled, Tiberius declared, that it ap- 
peared from the examinations of Quirinius's 
Haves, that ihe had attempted to poifonhim. 
Dath of Quirinius was a favourite of Tiberius, becaufe 
Quiriniiis. nc nat j given him proofs of his refpect and at- 
48. tachment at a critical time, that is, while he was 

at Rhodes. We have feen that Lollius, Gover- 
nor to C. Cefar, Auguftus's adopted fon, fet the 
young prince againft Tiberius. Quirinius, when 
he fucceeded Lollius,. behaved quite otherwife. 
Tiberius always remembered this •, and that con- 
fidcration undoubtedly gave great weight to Qui- 
rinius's profecution againft Lepida. He therefore 
obtained his revenge -, but did not long enjoy it: 
for he died the next year ; little regretted by the 
public, who never forgave him Lepida's affair, 
and defpifed him as an old mifer, whofe intereft 
did them no good. Tiberius, on the contrary, 
having acquainted the Senate with the reafons of 
his efteem for Quirinius, had, notwithstanding his 
obfeure birth, the honour of a public funeral de- 
creed him. I now refume the feries of fads. 
d. siiimii Two of the firfl: families in Rome were now in 
ehMin,lewe mourning at the fame time* the Calpurnian 
R^T M houfe for the death of Pifo, and the EmiUan for 

the 
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the banifliment of Lepida. In thefe- circum- A.R.771. 
fiances, it was lbme confolation to the nobility, to "*■'£<»* 
fee D. Silanus reftored to the Junian family. He 
had been one of the corrupters of Julia, Au- 
gustus's grand-daughter j and tho" that Prince, ' ■ 
thus exafperated, had only broke all friendship 
, with him, according to the flmplicity of the an- 
tient Romans, Decimus thought he mould but 
aft prudently in going into voluntary exile-, 
.which he continued as long as Auguftus lived. 
When he faw Tiberius fucceed him, he ventured 
to follicit the Senate and Prince for leave to re- 
turn, by the means' of his brother M. Silanus, 
whofe. eloquence and quality made him very con- 
siderable. This leave he obtained : Decimus re- 
turned to Rome ; and when Marcus gave thanks 
to Tiberius in the Senate, the Emperor replied, 
:" That he himfelf alfo rejoiced at his brother's 
return from his long travels. That nothing 
ought to have hindered his doing fo before, Once 
there was no decree of the Senate, nor judgment 
againft him. He added, that he mould not, ne- 
verthelefs, be reconciled to Decimus j that he re- 
tained the remembrance of his father's juft re- 
fentment againft him ; and that this return was 
not to be confidered as an abrogation of Augus- 
tus's intention." -D. Silanus continued afterwards 
at Rome, but without preferment. ' 

Some qualifications were afterwards propofed Moderations 
to the law Papia Poppea, made by Auguftus , . od ™*jg- 
againft bachelors. This law was good in itfelf jiiTpapi* 
and the * abufe it punilhed, equally deftruftive Vo w- 
of morality and the increafe of citizens, proved 

* J mean the celibacy ef tie w«f fcarct ktmun among the 

enticnt Romans. Fer ctrnti- Heathens;, and Auguftus 

jitney wai tat attacked by tht wvtJ home uppcfid a chimera 

few PafuaPoppca. fiat virtue in e^ftng it, 

by 
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A-R.771.by its obftinaey the neceffity of the remedy. For 
aft.C.2D. celibacy was always in vogue, notwithftanding 
the feverity of this iaw. Befides the attraction 
of liberty, or rather libertintfm, which brutally 
purfued plealiire, and avoided domeftic cares, 
and the education of children, nothing was more 
comfortable than the Situation of a rich man at 
Rome without children. Every one paid their 
court to him -, and the hopes of being well placed 
in his will, procured him friends, intereft, and 
power. 

It therefore was worthy of Auguftus's wifdom 
to fet bounds to fo pernicious and obftinate a dif- 
order. But, as all things have their ineonveni- 
enctes, the Papia-poppean law gave occafion to 
an infinity of vexations. It invked informers by 
it's rewards, in common with the other penal 
jaws of the Romans j and that temptation put in 
motion a multitude of greedy men, who, by 
forced and malicious interpretations, extending 
the iaw to cafes the legiflaoor never thought of, 
gave great trouble to the Romans in the city, 
in Italy, and throughout the Empire ; ruined 
families, and terrified thole they did not attack ; 
fo that Tiberius was obliged to eftablifli a torn- 
million, corapofed of five who were formerly 
.Confuls, five who had been Pretors, and five 
Senators of lower rank, who made thereto di- 
vers reftrictions and qualifications, and thus ren- 
dered it If fs heavy and oppreflive. 
Ttweidtfi Nero, the elder! of Germanicus's ions, was now 
eus'« tonT'~ grown up; and Tiberius, after having reconv 
p»'i<»tiie mended him to the Senate, aGced for him a-dik 
.penfation from executing the office of the Vigin- 
tivirate *, which was the firit degree of honor ; 

** ?bt Vigintiviratc tern- -mdiuat, m tbt ward imports, 
prebtnded different funttioxs, tt cellige ej 'Twenty Magiftratcs ; 

and 
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■and that he might have leave to fue for the Quef- A.R.771. 
tor/hip five years fooner than the laws directed. aft-C- 10, 
He enforced his requeft by reafons and examples; 
faying, That he himfelf, and his brother, had 
obtained the fame favor, by Auguftus's recom- 
mendation. 

Tacitus afliires us, that the Senators fecretly 
ridiculed this modeft language of Tiberius ; and 
even fufpe&s, that the like requefts did not ap- 
pear lefs delufive, or more ferious, in Auguftus's 
mouth. It is very certain, that thefe Princes 
had no fears of a refufai s and mat they might 
have commanded what they chofe to requeft of 
the Senate. But it was, however, an homage 
paid to the ancient right of the Republic, which 
they thereby fuppofed not annihilated. 

Nero received at the fame time the Priefthood ; 
and the day he put on the manly habit, the Em- 
peror, his grandfather, made a donative to the 
people, who exulted to fee fome of Germanicus's 
family at the age of manhood. Their joy was. 
alfo heightened by his* marriage with Julia, Hbmri. 
Drufus's daughter. But on the other fide, they '"^ 
took it very ill, that Claudius's fon, who was yet 
a child, was deftined to marry the daughter of 
Sejanus, which alliance was rightly judged be- 
neath the Imperial family. But it never took ef- s»a. a,*j, 
feet, the young Prince being killed foon after by "™ - 

that is, of Three, ■mho frefidcd cemviri fllitibus judicandis. 

ttt the execution of crhmttals, Die, 1. liv. 
Triumviri capitalef ; Three * It tiuu /aid before, that 

that took care of the coinage, Gennaakus't tUeft fan watts 

Tnnmriri monrtalcB; Four marry the daughter of Creticu* 

nuha fuptraittndfJ the fh-iiti of Silonus. Jnd in/lory Joes net . 

Rome, Qnatuorviri coranda- inform us tuhy thaj match hroh. 

rum viarmn , andTcn •wbojudg • off. 
Hi tit Centnmviral (oufit, De- 
an ' 
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A- R.771. an uncommon accident. He was playing with a 
aft. C. 20. pga^ wn i c h having thrown up in the air, he 
caught it in his mouth ; but it went fo far into 
his throat that it choaked him. 
Death of At the end of this year died Salluft, the fuc- 

b££wS« ceu *° r an( ^ r ' va ' °f Mecenas, under whom he had 
niinito, ailed a fecond part in the miniftry. He was 
grandfun of a After of Salluft the hiftorian, who 
adopted him- He continued fatisfied, like Mae- 
cenas, with the order of Knighthood ■, without 
accepting of honors, tho' he furpaffed in power 
many of the Confularies. Like him, he was 
too, a man of pleafure, and united effeminacy of 
manners and vigor of mind. He had long the 
chief confidence of Auguftus, and afterwards 
that of Tiberius, who employed htm to make 
away with Agrippa Pofthumus. And, that his 
refemblance to Mecenas may be perfect, he, like 
him, outlived his inrereft. 

Tiberius was Conful the following year with 
his fon Drufus. 

A.R.772. • Tr. Caesar Augustus IV. 
aft. C. 21. . Drusus Caesar II. 

confuiiMp This Confulfhip of the father and fon is a re- 

tL^Ifon mar kable event. Three years before, Tiberius 

' and Germanicus were collegues in that office. 

But the ties of blood between them were not fo 

near, and their hearts were widely difunhed. 

AiiTiteri- Another more remarkable obfervation is, that 

I"**™']?™ the being collegue in the Confulfhip with Tibc- 

fnUUppfr- rius feemed productive of deftruction. He was 

"m? mife ' Conful five times, and his five collegues all pe- 

DH. ' rilhed miferably. Varus, the collegue of his 

firft Confulfhip, was reduced by the Germans to 

, kill himfelf. We have juft related the unhappy 

fates of Pifo and Germanicus, his collegues in 

the 
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the'fecond and third Confulfliip. Drufus,,his A. R 773. 
fcllow-conful in the fourth, we (hall foon fee*^- 21 * 
difpatched by poifon. And in Tiberius's fifth 
Confulfliip, hiscollegue was Sejahus, whofe hor- 
rible cataftrophe no-body is ignorant of. 

Tiberius, in the beginning of his fourth Con- Tiberiu. .b- 
fulfhip, abfented himfelf from Rome ; and retired ***'« w «- 
to Campania, as it were, to re-eftablifh his Rom e . 
health. Since he was Emperor he had fcarce loft **■ •** 
fight of Rome. For the firft two years he never Sua.'hi. 
fet his foot out of the gates. Afterwards, he * 3 - 
took ibme ftiort journies ; but never went farther 
than Antium. That I now fpeak of was longer, 
and to a greater diftance from the capital. Per- Tu. 
haps, he even then meditated the project of a 
perpetual ablence, which he executed fome years 
afterwards -, and had a mind to accuftom the Ro- 
mans to it by degrees ; perhaps, he only intend- 
ed to give his fon an opportunity of executing 
alone the Confulfliip. And the young Prince 
acquired, in fa£t, reputation in an affair, which, 
tho* of fmall confequence in the beginning, yet 
atlaft, engaged the whole Senate. 

Corbulo, who afterwards fignalized himfelf Di^oni*. 
at the head of the armies, complained to the Se- fTf™^™" 
nate of L. Sylla, a young man of great family C Syiu. 
(as his name demonftrates) becaufe at a public 
Ipeftacle he would not yield him place. He had 
for him the rights of age, cuftom, and the in- 
tereft of all the old men. Sylla was fupported 
by Mamercus Scaurus, L. Aruntius, and his 
other relations. Many warm fpeeches were made 
on both fides -, and examples were quoted from 
antiquity, where the audacity of youth had beeri 
reftrained by fevere decrees, whenever it forgot 
the refpeft due to the pre-eminence of age. But 
Drufus reconciled every body, and fpoke With 
great 
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A. R.772. great wifdom and moderation ; and at lafl, Ma> 
«ft.C.3i. mercuS( whowas.both uncle to Sylla, and huf- 
band to his mother, made fatisfa£tion to Corbulq 
in the name of his nephew and ion- in-law. 
Corbuio x ne f arne Corbulo, whole temper was active 

wotJwi'kinj and ardent, reprefented to the Senate, that die 
•f a*»k. roads were'ill kept up, and in bad order, thro* the. 
fraud of. the undertakers, and the negligence of 
the Magistrates i and took on himfelt to rectify 
thefe abufes. The roads are an object of public 
good, well worthy the attention and zeal of fuch 
' a man as Corbulo. But he is accufed of being 
too rigorous. He profecuted many perfons, 
, A*. Life, whofe fortunes and reputations he ruined. We 
ftiall fee him refume the fame affair under Cali- 
gula, in order to fatisfy the avidity of that Prince, 
and raife himielf to the Confullhip. This is a 
blot in his character. 
cedMSeve- Cecina Severus propofed another project of 
rus-. P »po. reformation. He was for having the Senate or- 
ed UM " ej ' der, conformably to ancient praftice, thatGene- 
*"■*»■ »• rals and Governors fhould not carry their wives 
wirh them abroad. The whole Senate was a- 
gainftthis propofal ; which was particularly com- 
bated by Valerius Meflalinus, ion of the Orator 
Mcflala, and in fome degree, inheritor of his 
eloquence. The reader may fee in Tacitus the 
arguments on both fides. I fliall content myfelf 
with obferviog, chat Dm! us was of the fame opi- 
nion as the generality. He declared, that in the 
journies he might take for the ferries of his fa- 
ther, and good of the Empire, he mould be for- 
ty to be parted from Livilla, with whom he liv- 
ed in perfect union, and by whom he had three 
children. Livilla, by her conduct, ill-anfwered 
the tendernels and efteera that Dirafus ihewed for 
her in the Senate. 

The 
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■ The abfence of Tiberius feems to have en- A.R.772. 
eouraged the Senators to fpeak and act with un- *■ Ci **• 
ufual freedom. Every body ftomached, tho' no moused 
one durft rectify! an enormous and tyrannic ab- */">*»*&- 
life, introduced under the fhadow of reipect to puffed. 
the Emperor's perfon. The moft profligate 
wretches, laying hold of a ftatue or reprefentation 
of the Emperor, could with impunity vent their 
invectives and calumnies againft the beft men j 
and the freedmen too, and very (laves, thus pro- 
tected, infulted and menaced their patrons and 
matters ; and inftead of being afraid of them, 
became, on the contrary, formidable to them. 
C. Ceftius was the interpreter of the general grief 
and indignation. He remonftrated to the Senate, 
•* That * Princes were gods on earth ; but that 
the gods themfelves only granted juft prayers 1 
and that no-body was fuffered to retire into the 
Capitol, or any other temple of Rome, in order 
to commit, under the protection of religion, alt . 
forts of crimes. He added, that the laws had 
now no force, but were annihilated, fince a wo- 
man,' whom he had convicted of forgery, had 
publicly affaulted and threatened him at the door 
of the Senate-houfe, without his daring to pro- 
fecute her, becaufe fhe protected herfelf with the 
Emperor's image." 

When one Senator had ventured to fpeak what 
the reft thought, he did not want partifans : ma- 
ny related the like, or more atrocious facls, and 
they all defired Drufus to make an example: He 
complied with their reafonable requeft : and Annia 
Rufilla, the woman Ceftius complained of, was 

1 Principes quidem inftar deomtn efle. Sed Deque a diii 
nifi iafias fiippHcnm preces audtri, neqoerqbemqoam in Ca- 
pitolium, aliave urbis templa perfugere, ut eo fubfiilio ad 
fUgitw utttar. Tmc. ax. 56. 
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A.R.77*. fent for, convicted, and put in prifon. At the 

aft. C. 21 . f ame t j me) ^q R om an Knights, who had falfely 

accufed a Pretor of high-treafon, were punifhed 

by a decree of the Senate, with the Emperor's 

">ation. 



jWhs ac- Theft two acts of juftice were very agreeable 
JJ^iVSHo to t ^ ie public. The ■ merit of them was attri- 
thmc- buted to Drufus; who being in the city, in the 
™ unc ° way of hearing people's talk, and of knowing 
himfelf the manner of thinking of- the citizens, 
foftened the rigor that a melancholy folitude in- 
fpircd his father with. And, as vice is not dif- 
t pleafing to men but when it hurts them, people 
were not offended at his giving into pleasure. 
" Let him be thus employed, faid they ; let him 
fpend his days at the public mews, and his nights 
in, feafting ; rather than in folitude, withdrawn 
from every amufcment, in foftering black cares, 
and a malignant activity." 
Accufttiom And in truth, neither Tiberius northe inform- 
4^,^""** en were, idle. Accufations c of high-treafon ac- 
companied and compleated all others. Tacitus 
gives here inftances of two illuftrious men accuf- 
ed, one of extortion, -and 'the other of adultery, 
to whofe impeachment was alfo added, in order to 
make Cure of their deftruction, the * crime of all 
thofe who were without crime. 
JbCTtdibie This tyranny increafed by degrees to an incre- 

tiUfiS? <* ible excefs - ll is Iittlc to fa y. that th e nips 

*<«. Tit. b Utrufnque in laudem Drufi trahebatur ; ab eo, in nrbe 
* ' inter ccetus et fermones hominum obveifante, fecreta patris 

mitigari. Neque luxus in juvene adeo difplicebat. Hoc 
potius intenderet ; diem editioni bus, noftem conviviis trahe- 
retj quum folus, et nullis voluptatibus avocatus, mceftam 
vigilantiam, et malas curas exerceret. 

e Quod turn omnium accufabonum complementum erat. 
Tac. 

a Unicum crimen eorum qui crimtne vacabant. Piin. Pantg. 

of 
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of • wine, and innocent jefts, were laid hold of ; A - R - 77 a ' 
it W as a capital crime, even to chaftife a Have fcC ' ai * 
near a flattie or picture of Auguftus j to have 
ftripped there to change cloaths -, or to have car- 
ried to a necefiary, a coin, or ftone, that bore the 
image of the Emperor. 

I mould fearce venture to infert a ftory from StnJiB*»f, 
Seneca, did not the example of that grave Phi- ■"• lfi - 
lolbpher authorize me j and were it not propep 
to /hew what the bale malice of informers is ca- 
pable of, when countenanced by thofe in power. 

Paulus, who had bean Pretor, had, at an en- 
tertainment a ting on that bore a relief of Ti- 
berius. 1 fliould make myfelf ridiculous, fays 
Seneca, to look out for a circumlocution for ex- 
prefiing that he had occafion to ufe a chamber- 
pot ; and did not think of the ring on his finger. 
This was attentively obferved by one Maro,a 
notorious informer, who was in company. But 
luckily the lame observation was made by a faith- 
fill Have thro' an oppofite motive ; who fecretly 
drew the ring off his matter's finger. Already 
Maro had planned his impeachment, and chal- 
lenged as ■wirneffes all who were prefent, when 
the flave produced to them the ring. 

Tiberius thus verified the difadvantageous -w. nk 
judgment made of him by the public in the be- Ul " 
ginning of his reign. For being then informed 
of the bad reports fpread about concerning him, 
and of the fatyrical verfes made on him, he at- 
tributed their origin to ill temper, and an inordi- 
nate love of independence; nay, he alinoft glo- 
ried in them, and alluding to, and correcting 
the famous faying of Atreus, " Let f them hate 

• Excipiebatur ebriorum fenno, fimplidtas jocantium. 
Sat. <k Btntf. iii. 26. 

f Qderint, dum probent. Suet. 

Vol. II. P me, 
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A.R.77*-me, fald he, provided they efteem me." Bui 
rft C. 2i . t jj < a f evere * virtue may fometimes acquire both 
hatred and admiration ; yet cruet tyranny never 
met with any thing but deteftation. For with 
no other fentiment will every reader, without 
doubt, be affedted by the account of the condem- 
nation of Lutorius Prifcus. 
condemn- This Roman Knight, having a genius for po- 
"»»"', etry, had compofed a poem on the death of Ger- 
toriusPrif-" manicus, which fucceededj and had been re- 
£* warded for it by the Emperor. Drufus, being 

uT«. " iU* Lutorius made a fimilar compofition, with 
an intention of publilhing it in cafe the Prince 
died j in hopes of a (till greater reward. Drufus 
recovered ; and the poet was indifcreet and vain 
enough to read this poem to a company of la- 
dies. An informer by profeflion got the wind 
of it, and immediately brought the new crime 
before the tribunal of the Senate. The witneffes 
were fummoned, and all of them (except a lady 
named Vitellia, who infifted (he heard nothing) 
confefled the fact. The opinions were then 
collected ; and Haterius Agrippa, who, as Con- 
ful-elect, had the firft voice, was for putting Lu- 
torius to death. I own, I cannot conceive on. 
what principle of jurifprudence, or on what law, 
this rigorous fentence was founded. Butcer-. 
tainly, the cowardice of the Senators wasexcef- 1 
five, fince Man. Lepidus did not endeavour tq 
alleviate che fate of the accufed, but by acknow-j 
ledging him deferving of that to which the ConJ 
ful-elect had condemned him. He fpake at 
follows. 

* Livy fays ef Camillus's ti, eamdera viitutem et ode> 
foldirri, fevcritate Imperii vie- rant, et mirabantur. v. 26. 
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*' If, Fathers, we only confider the impious A.R. 771. 
ufe Lutorius Prifcus has made of his talents, and ■*■*""■ 
the temerity with which he has endeavoured to 
fpread the contagion of his perverfe work, nei- 
ther the rope nor the punilhment of ilaves are 
lufficient for him. But if in the blackeft crimes 
the moderation of the, prince, the precedents of 
our anceftors, and our own judgments, may 
teach us to mollify the rigor of the punilhment ■, 
if we may * diftinguifh between levity and guilt, 
between words and actions, we may then find 
out a medium, which (hall not leave this fault 
unpunilhed, nor draw on us the reproach of either 
over-indulgence, or over-feverity. * I have of- 
ten heard our Prince exprefs his regret, when a- 
ny criminal by voluntary death prevented his 
mercy : Lutorius is yet alive ; and his life will 
not endanger the commonwealth, no more than 
his death can ferve for an example. His ftudies, 
as they are full of frenzy, are alfo empty and pe- 
riihing. Fear not a ferious well-confidered en- 
terprize from one who betrays his own fecret, 
and in a manner informs againft himfelf, who 
makes his court not to the judgments of men but 
the imaginations of women. I would nor, how- 
ever, by any means, have him accounted innocent. 
But I am of opinion, that he ought to be banifli- 
ed, and have his fortune confifcated, as if he 
were charged with treafon." 

8 Vana a fceleftis, difia a maleficiis differunt. 

to Sspe audivi principem noftram cbnquerentem, fi qui* 
fumpta tnorte mil'ericordiam ejus pKeveniffet : Vita Lutorii 
in intcgro eft, qui neque fervatus in periculum reipublictc, 
neque interfeftus in exemplum ibit : ftudiailli, ut plena ve- 
coidiie, ita inania et nuxa funt : nee quidquam grave ac 
ferium ex eo metuaj, qui luorum ipfe flagitiorum proditor, non 
vii'omm animis, fed mulierc alarum adrepit. 

P 2 Rubellius 
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A.R.772. Rubcllius Blandus was the, only confular per- 

aft.c, si. f on w ho followed Lepidus's opinipn : all the o- 

thers voted with Haterius Agrippa ; and Luto- 

rius was accordingly led to the dungeon, and in- 

ftantly put to death. 

Tiberius complained, ina letterto the Senate, of 
this fentence ; but with his ufual ambiguity. He 
extolled the zeal of the Senators in punifhing the 
fligh'teft injuries done to the majefty of the Princei 
but at the fame time he deftred that mere words 
might not be fubjeft to fo fevere and fpeedy a 
punilhment: he praifed Lepidusj and blamed 
not Agrippa. 
Di>. 1. ivii. if we believe Dio, Tiberius was really duTatis- 
fied ; not at the condemnation and death of Lu- 
torius, but becaufe the Senate had acted without 
his orders : and on that account made the fa- 
mous regulation, by which the decrees of the 
Senate were not to be carried to thetreafury, (that 
is, not regiftered) and confequently not executed, 
Ljw Am 'till ten days after they were made ;, which gave 
dtyTthl IT- f° me re*]?'* 6 to the condemned. This law feemed 
•cotkMiof the to favour of moderation and wifdom : but Tibe- 
irfitese? " us » wno was tnen m Campania, and who had 
n>t«- in his bead his fcheme of fixing there, had no 
other view, in ordering this delay, than to be 
able to have timely information of the decrees of 
the Senate, and to give them the fanftion of his 
authority. Therefore no good refulted from it ; 
3"- becaufe the Senate could not alter their decrees, 
and the interval of time never mollified Tiberi- 
us's inexorable cruelty. 

Without doubt the good Princes afterwards 
realifed what w,as only intended an empty ap- 
pearance by the firft legiflator ; and considered 
this law as a check on precipitate anger, and an 
opportunity given to Jhew mercy. This delay 
was 
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was even extended to thirty days : and the Em- *■ *;77*' 
, peror TheodoGus, at the reprefentarion of Saint a "' ' Zl ' 
Ambrofe, granted to the fentences of the Prince, 
the fame interval of thirty days as . already took 
place with refpedt to the judgments of the Se- 
nate. 

There were fome commotions this year in commoti- 
Thrace, which was divided (as we faw) between ,^ e 
Rhymetalces and Cotys's fons : but they were %«c. «\. 3!. 
appeafed by A. Velleius, who very probably is the 1 
man that wrote an abftrad of hiftory we have, 
which would be valuable, were it not infected with 
flattery. 

The troubles that happened in Gaul, as more 11™* ia 
ferious, are more interefting. They were occa- ?** 
fioned by the exceflive debts of the cities and peo- 
ple. In order to pay their tributes and taxes, 
they borrowed at large intereft of the rich Ro- 
mans ; thus procuring a momentaneous relief, 
which foon became a new burthen that over- 
whelmed them. Two illuftrious Gauls, one of 
Treves and the other of Autun, Julius Florus and 
Julius Sacrovir, animated their countrymen to 
rebel. Their fathers had been made Roman 
citizens, in recompenfe of their fervices to the , 
Romans. But thefe, more attached to their old 
country than the new, formed a project to refcue 
their nation From fiavery ; and in order to that, 
Florus was to made the Belgians rife in armSj 
and Sacrovir the Gauls that neighboured Italy. 

They gained to their party at firft by fecret 
meetings the moft fpirited and courageous of their 
countrymen, and thofe whom indigence, orguilt 
had made defperate. Afterwards, at the aflem- 
blies of the different nations, they reprefented, 
with indignation, their burthenfome tributes, the 
ufurious intereft they were obliged to pay, the 
P 3 pride 
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A.R. 772. pride and cruelty of the Roman magiftrates. 
aft.C. zi-xheyobferved, " Thatthe legions on the Rhine 
had been ripe for fedition ever fince they were in- 
formed of Germanicus's miferable end. That 
they now had a glorious opportunity to recover 
their liberty,-, that to be convinced thereof, they 
needed only confider their own ftrength, the 
weaknefs of Italy, the effeminacy of the inhabi- 
tants of Rome, who had long difuled arms, and 
the prefent Roman armies, whole whole prowefs 
confifted in their auxiliaries." 

There was fcarce a people in Gaul, among 
whom thefe feeds of rebellion were not lowed, 
with fome effect. But the general enterprize was 
ill-concerted: the rifings were made one after 
another, and were fuppreffed as they appeared, 
before the league had time to form. 

Thofe of Anjou and Touraine declared firft. 
A cohort, that was in garrifon at Lyons,, reduc- 
ed the firft. And the laft were overcome by a 
detachment fent by Vkellius Varro, commander 
of the army on the lower Rhine. Acilius Avio- 
la, Lieutenant-general, had the honor" of thefe 
two victories. But what is very remarkable, 
many illuftrious Gauls who were in the plot fought 
then on the Roman fide, in order to cover their 
intelligence with the rebels, and to wait for a fa- 
vourable opportunity. Sacrovir in particular 
appeared in the engagement againft thofe of Tou- 
raine, without an helmet ; a demonftration, he 
pretended, of his bravery : but the prifoners told 
the true reafon, which was, that tie might be 
known to, and fpared by, his countrymen. Of 
this Tiberius had advice, but he did not regard 
it ; and by his unconcern gave the rebellion time 
to increafe its itrength.} 

Florus the while pufhed his defigns j and tried 
to 
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to debauch a confiderable body of cavalry levied A.R. 771- 
at Treves, and difciplined after the Roman man- ■*■ c - 2 " 
ner. He would have engaged them to begin the 
war by putting to the fword the Roman mer- 
chants who had fettled ■ in the country. And 
fome few liftened to his follicitations ■, but the 
greateft part retained their loyalty. Florus 
joined to thole he had feduced, his clients, and 
fome wretches, whofe debts made them wilh for a 
revolution : and with this body made to the foreft 
of Arden. But he was prevented reaching it 
by the legions that were oppofed on different fides 
to him, by Vitellius Varro and C. Silius, com- 
manders of the Roman armies on the Rhine ; 
and Julius Indus, a Gaul of the fame country as 
Florus, his perfonal enemy, and for that reafon 
warm in the Raman caufe, ealtly difperfed his 
irregular multitude, with fome chofen troops that 
he headed. Florus frustrated fome time the 
fearch of the victors, by lurking from place to 
place; but finding himfelf at Iaft difcovered, and 
feeing every outlet he could efcape by befet with 
foldters, he killed himfelf. And thus ended the 
infurreftion at Treves. 

The Eduans, a more potent people, and far- 
ther removed from the Roman armies, had the 
means and time to give more difquiet and trouble 
to their mafters. Sacrovir, having armed fome 
cohorts, reduced with them the city of Autun i 
and fecured all the young noblemen of Gaul, who 
were there inftrudted in the liberal arts, as pledg- 
' * es of the good-will and attachment of the nrft 
families of the nation. He had fecretly prepared 
arms, which he distributed among diofe who 
joined and acknowledged him as their chief, to 
the number of forty thoufand. The fifth part of 
this multitude was armed like the legionaries ■, 
P 4 the 
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A.R. 771. the others had nothing but bunting fpears and 
•ft. C. zi. hangers. To thefe he added the flaves defigned 
for gladiators, who were covered with iron, -and 
-confequently impenetrable by the weapons of their 
enemies, but unweildy at uiing their own. His 
troops were alfo increafed by the volunteers who 
came from the neighbouring cantoons, tho* the 
flares they belonged to did not publicly -fide 
with him. Sacrovir had time too to ftrengthen 
himfelf, thro* the difpute between the two Ro- 
man generals, who were both ambitious of hav- 
ing the conduct of the war : 'till Vitellius, who 
was old and infirm, thought proper to yield 
his pretentions to Silius, who was in full vigor. 
Alum that At Rome fame aggrandifed, as ufual, this 
itprri£m f <*volt. There 'twas believed, not only that the 
wRonw. Eduans and thofe of Treves had rebelled, but 
rfTiSrliii? ^° tnat tne " xt y ^ ur nat i° ns of Gaul were in 
arms ( that the Germans had joined them ; and 
that even the Spaniards fluctuated : great fubjefts 
of alarm to all good men, who were well-wifliers 
to the Roman (late. But the generality, tired 
of an hard and tyrannic government, and wifh- 
ing for a change, rejoiced at their own danger. 
Tiberius was cenfurcd for amufing himfelf at 
fuch acrifis with the informations of ftate accu* 
fers. " Will Julius Sacrovir, faid the people, 
appear before the Senate on an information of 
high-treafon ? Well, there are at laft found 
brave men, who anfwer with their fwords the 
Emperor's bloody letters. A wretched and fliame- 
ful peace is well-exchanged for war." The mort 
Tiberius faw of emotion and alarm, the more 
tranquillity he affected. He neither changed 
place, nor countenance ; and acted in all things 
as if nothing had happened ; either thro* great- 
nefs of mind, or becauft he knew thefe -commo* 
tions 
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tions were inconfiderable in comparifon oFwhat A.R. 77 *. 
•was reported. aft-C. »i. 

Silius was now in march with two legions ; f^fS™*. 
and had fent before a detachment of cavalry* Ed"™, &- 
"which ravaged the territories of the Sequanians, j^""^*. 
becaufe they, being neighbours of the Eduans, 
had entered into the league. The legions ad- 
vanced expeditioully towards Autun j the eager- 
hefs of all, even of the common foldiers, was ex- 
treme. '* Let us march ftoutly, faid they •, let 
us but fee and confront the foe, and we will an- 
fwer for bearing them." 

The enemy, however, advanced to meet them j 
and appeared in a plain four miles from Autun. 
Sacrovir had placed in front his iron troop, his 
■ well-armed cohorts on the wings ; and the irre- *■ 
gular armed multitude in his fecond line. When 
he had made this difpofition, he rode from rank . 
to rank on a fine horfe, boafting of the ancient 
atchievements of the Gauls, and the overthrows 
they had given the Romans. He reprefented to 
his men, that liberty would be the glorious fruit 
of their victory 1 but redoubled flavery of their 
defeat. 

In vain the Gaulilh general endeavoured to in- 
lpire his troops with valor : how could unwar- 
like townfmen refift the Roman legions ! Silius's 
cavalry took them in flank, and prefently broke 
and routed the cohorts that formed the enemies 
wings. The centre of the Gaulilh army gave 
fome obftruftion, becaufe the iron band was im- 
penetrable to the Roman fword and javeline. But 
tome of the foldiers took axes, as if they were 
going to make a breach in a wall, and hewed 
down body and armour together; and others 
With poles overturned thefe motionlefs lumps,' 
who when once down lay as dead, without power 
i of 
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A.R. 772- of rifing. Sacrovir fledatfirft toAutun ; thence, 
aft. C. 21, being apprfehenfive he (hould be delivered up, he 
retired with his molt faithful adherents to a coun- 
try houfe near it ; where he killed himfelf. And 
his friends, by agreement, fought and mutually 
flew each other. After their death the building 
was fired, and they were there all consumed. 
Tibmns at- Then at laft Tiberius wrote to the Senate, ac- 
smtfeij B quainting them at once with the rile and conclu- 
iwtrr whh fi n of the war. He related the fafts juft as they 
ria^rii'tnt were, without aggravating or leffening them -, di- 
ofthew»at viding the honor of the fuccefs between the valor 
tinn, of his lieutenants, and the wifdom of his own 
orders, which directed their operations. He like- 
wife afligned the reaibns why neither he, nor his 
fon, went into -Gaul; which were, becaufe it 
was beneath the Imperial Dignity, upon the firfi 
news of a flight disturbance in a province, to be 
put inftantly in motion, and to quit the metro- 
polis, the centre of all, and the place whence the 
head of the Empire was to watch all its parts. 
He added, that as in the then situation of affairs, 
it could not be imagined that fear at alt influ- 
enced his Heps, he would viflt thofe nations, and 
take the neceflary meafures for fecuring the pub- 
lic tranquillity. ( 

The Senate decreed vows for the Emperor's 

return, and other honourable teftimonies of their 

B»r e tutteiy attachment to, and refpect for, him. One only 

01 ""'Senator, of an illuftrious name, Cornelius Dola- 

. bella, made hinifelf ridiculous, by propofing to 

decree him the Ovation, to honor his return 

from Campania to Rome. - This low fycophancy 

had its due reward : it .occasioned a letter from 

Tiberius, in which he declared, that he was not 

fb deftitute of glory, that, after having in his 

youth fubdued the fierceft nations, and having 

enjoyed 
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enjoyed or flighted fo many triumphs, he fliould A.R. 77*. 
in his old age feek a frivolous honor from a ftiort aft- c ' "■ 
progrefs into the country for his health. 

This journey, however, to Gaul, was no more Tiber™ 
lerious than the others he had hitherto projected. ^'deiT. 
For every year almoft he talked of fome, and fi « p«i^» 
made preparations accordingly. He took up sJa^m^ 
carriages, amafled provifions in the towns he was 3 1 - 
to go thro', fuffered vows to be made for his 
good journey and fafe return, and after all never 
ftirredoutofRome or its environs: fo that to him 
was applied the Greek proverb concerning one 
Callipedes, who was always in motion without 
advancing a yard. 

Africa had been fome years troubled by a war, wttaf 
that was rather inconvenient than dangerous, SaJhJJJT 
railed by one Tacfarinas, an obfcure man, of 
great courage. Tacitus places the beginning of 
this war in the year of Rome 768 j and gives the 
following account of it, 

Tacfarinas, a Numidian, who had fome time rat-o-s*. 
ferved in the Roman armies, and afterwards de- 
ferred, affembled at firft a band of robbers, with 
whom he made incurfions, pillaging and robbing 
whatever he met with. His troop increafing, he 
formed it, according to military difcipline, into 
batallions and fquadrons. At laft, his ftrength 
daily augmenting, he -found himfelf at the head 
notonly of a diforderly gang, butalfoofthe Mu- 
tilans, a powerful people near the deferts of 
Africa, who acknowledged him their chief, and 
at his Pollicitation took up arms j and foon drew 
into the war the Moors commanded by Ma^ip- 
pa. The two generals acted perfectly in concert. 
They divided the army. Tacfarinas took with 
• him the choice troops, whom he armed after the 
Roman manner, kept incamped, and accuftorn- 
ed 
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ed to difcipline. Mazippa, at the head of the 
light irregulars, carried fire and.fword through- 
out the neighbouring countries. Their fuccefi 
procured them the alliance of the Cinthians, 
who inhabited the environs of the leffer Syrtes. 

Furius Camillus wasthen Proconful of Africa, 
and had only one legion with him. To this he 
joined fome auxiliaries, and marched againft the 
enemy. His numbers were very fmall if com- 
pared with the Moors and Numidians : but Ca- 
millus was apprehenfive of nothing fo much as 
of appearing formidable to thefe Barbarians, and 
thence difpofing them to avoid fighting. ' By 
giving them hopes of victory, he made himfelf 
victorious. Tacfarinas was defeated in a pitched 
battle ; and Camillus recovered to his family 
military renown, which had been long a ftranger 
to it j if not ever fince the time of the famous 
conqueror of the Gauis and his fon, as Tacitus 
fays, at leaft for above * two hundred years. 
Furius Camillus, of whom we now fpeak, had 
never been efteemed a warrior j hence Tiberius 
the more magnified the lervice he had done his 
country. The Senate decreed him the enfigns 
of Triumph : and this k diftinction did not prove 
fatal to him, on account of the modefty of his 
conduct. As his victory had not terminated the 
war, Tiberius thought proper to ftrengtheri 
Africa, by fending there a legion from Panno- 
nia. 

' Spe viftorix indu&i funt ut vincerentur. 
i * ThelafiofthenameefY*- Gauls, and entered Rome in 
fins that triumphed 'itxwL. Fu- triumph in 552. See L'Hif- 
fius Purpureo ; ieba being Pre- wire de 1 a Repub. Rom . t.Ti. 
ter, overcame the Ciialpin p. 526. 
k Quod Camillo <Jb modcftiun vita: impnne ftit. Tar. 

There 
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There is no more mention made of Tacfarinas 
by Tacitus for three years ; whether this Numi- 
dian continued thus long in inaction, which is 
fcarce probable j or that the hiftorian includes, 
without faying fo, in this relation the facts of 
Jeveral years. However Tacfarinas reappears on 
the fcenein the year 771, ravaging, burning, 
and plundering, away; and at laft daring to be- Hed^tj. 
fiege a Roman cohort in a fort not far from the han™ c °" 
river Pagyda. The governor of the fort, named Tat - '"t»°< 
Decrius, was a brave, experienced officer ; and "* 
afhamed of fuffering a fiege from Barbarians. 
He therefore exhorted his men to fally out, and 
offer open batde : but his valor was ill-feconded. 
For at the firft mock the cohort gave way. De- 
crius, rufhing into the midft of the enemy's darts, 
flops the run-aways, reproaches the enfigns, and 
represents to ail, how infamous it was for Roman 
foldiers to turn their backs on undifciplined rob- 
bers. He received feveral wounds, and loft an 
eye; but ftill faced the foe j 'till, abandoned by 
his troops, he was flain on the fpot. 

L. Apronius, who had been formerly Ger- Itis J™- 
manicus's lieutenant, andhad been honoured with ^ of t&°" 
the triumphal infignia, having fucceeded Camil- Panful 
lus in the Proconfulfhip of Africa, practifed a pr °"""' 
feverity on this occafion, of which there had been 
no example for many years. He decimated the 
guilty cohort, and beat to death with clubs thofe 
on whom the lot fell. This rigor had its effect. 
Soon after a batallion of veterans, of about five 
hundred men, put to flight this very army of 
Tacfarinas, and raifed the fiege of the city of 
Thela, before which it was. 

In the laft action, a common foldier, named The civic 
Helvius Rufus, acquired the glory of faving a £ ro * n £ |™ 
citizen's life. Apronius rewarded him with the pL/to T 
bracelets, fuld,er - 
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. bracelets, collar, and fpear ; as to the civic crown, 
he durft not take on himfelf to beftow it, but 
referred him to the Emperor, who granted it, 
complaining of the modefly of the Proconful, 
at which he certainly was not offended. 
Ticfiriui Tacfarinas, feeing his Numidians difmayd, 
^ck*H»'n ^ determined to undertake no more fieges, re- 
iBto ihtac- fumed the ufual method of warring of his nation, 
by making incurlions, retiring when attacked, and 
then fuddenly returning and flcirmiming with the 
rear of thofc he had fled before. By this plan he 
eluded and rendered fruitlefs all the efforts ofthe 
Romans. But the temptation of booty drew him 
into the maritime country, where he incamped. 
Then Apronius's fon fell on him with the Ro- 
man cavalry, the auxiliary cohorts, and the moll 
alert of the legionary foldiers. The Numidian 
was beat, and forced back again to the deferts. 
Junius Bk- Junius Blefus, Sejanus's uncle, was Aproni- 
itoJS 1 a-*° uss fircceflbr. Africa was one of the provinces 
proniui. of the People, andconfequently the Senate nam- 
Ac.rn.js. e( j - ts g 0vernors> g ut t he war gave occafioft j 
a. R. 772. to the Senators to refer this choice to the Empe- I 
ror. Tiberius, with his affected modefty, com- 
plaining that the Senate caff all public cares 00 
him, propofed to them Man. Lepidus andBfe- 
fus. Lepidus excufed himfelf on account of his 
ill health, the youth of his children, and the 
marriageable ftate of a daughter : and his belt 
reafon, which he did not mention, was alfb un- 
derftodd, namely that Blefus was Sejanus's un- 
cle, and confequently had more power and in- 
tereft than he. Blefus alfo declined it, but with 
iefs earneftnefs •, and was interrupted by the flat- 
terers of power, who comprehended his meaning 
and ferved him as he wifhed. 

Blefus, 
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Blefus, tho' preferred by favour, had merit ; 
and behaved very well in his ftation. Tacfarinas, 
not difmayed at his reiterated defeat^ having 'He pi™ 
found means to repair them by reinforcements f^/bw " 
from the heart of Africa, arrived to fuch a pitch d <* s not «*- 
of infolence, that he.fent an embafly to the Em- ™^ e 
peror, with demands for a fettlement for himfelf T«. '"■ 73. 
and followers ; otherwife he threatned everlafting a 4 .'r. 77j . 
■war. Tiberius was touched to the quick by this 
infult to him and the Roman name. He obferved, 
that not Spartacus himfelf, the conqueror of fo' 
many Confular armies, at the time that he ra-- 
vaged Italy without opposition, had been admit- 
ted to a compofition ; tho' the commonwealth- 
had then on its hands a war with Sertorius, and 
another with Mithridates : much lefs, in the 
height of the Roman power and glory, ought the' 
friendfhip of a deferter and robber to be pur- 
chafed, by granting him peace and lands. 'He 
ordered Blefus to promife an amnefly to all who 
fhould lay down their arms and abandon Tac- I 
farinas ; and to get him into his hands at any - 
price. 

The pardon offered by the Romans brought 
over many of his partifans : he was neverthelefs 
ftill formidable ; fo that to get the better of him, - 
Blefus was obliged to imitate his manner of war- 
ring. For this Numidian, tho' unable to with- 
ftand the weight and efforts of the Roman army, 
excelled in enterprizes of ftratagem j and kept 
Ms army divided into fmall parties, who fcoured 
the country, and planted ambufcades The Ro- 
man General therefore fepaftted his armyalfo', 
into three corps. One, under the conduct of Cor- l 
nelius Scipio, was ordered to the left, towards 
Leptis ; Blefus, the fon, at the head of another 
diyifion, extended towards the right, to co- 
ver 
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, vet the dependencies of Cirta, the capital of Nu- 
midia; and the. Pro-conful himfelf, advancing 
between them, erected forts in all proper places; 
and thus ftraitened the Barbarians, who, where- 
ever they turned themfelves, found Roman fol- 
diers, in front, flank, and even fometimes in 
rear. Several fkirmifhes happened, in which the 
enemy loft much people. 

Blefus, finding this method fuccefsful, fubdi- 
vided his three divifions into platoons, under the 
command of Centurions of tried courage. And 
at the end of the fummer, he did not, as uiual, 
put his troops into winter-quarters ; but conti- 
nued in the field ; conftrucung more forts, de- 
taching his moft alert men, thofe who beft knew 
thofe deferts, and driving Tacfarinas from re- 
treat to retreat. At laft, having taken prifoner the 
brother of this free*booter, he returned, foonet 
thm\he fhould have done for the good of the pro- 
vince, as he left the root of the evil ftill fub- 
fifting. 
Titenut u- He claimed, however, the glory of having ter- 
S^triM™ n " natcc ' tne African war, and Tiberius feigned 
ptiioraa- .to-believo it. He not only had the triumphal 
SetSfeor i n % n > a decreed Blefus, but permitted his army 
impaator. to proclaim him Imperator, or Victorious Gene- 
ral : an honour that the Roman princes referred 
to themfelves ; and which was for the laft time 
granted to a fubjeft in Blefus. 

Tiberius, in thus diftinguiOung Blefus, had 
the weaknefs to declare, that he did it out of re-, 
gard to Sejanus, his nephew ; for whom this 
Emperor had a blind prejudice, while he was on 
his guard againft the belt men. 
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SECT. IV. 



Complaint of the Ediles of the luxury of eating. 
Stories about Apicius. The Senate confults Tibe- 
rius. Frugality of that Prince's table. His an- 
fwer to the Senate. No reformation. This luxury 
continues increafing to Galba's time. It bad ceafed 
*vben Tacitus wrote. Caufes of that change. The 
Tribunitial fewer ajked by Tiberius for Dru- 
fus of the Senate, and granted. Drufus returns 
thanks by letter. Dtfeontent of the Senators. Ma- 
luginenfis precluded the government of Afia on 
account of his being priejl of Jupiter. The rights 
of afylums difcuffed before the Senate, and mo- 
derated. Livia's ilbtefs. Tiberius returns to 
Rome. SHanus, Pro-conful of Afia, accufed and 
condemned. Tiberius rejeeJs a novelty that tended 
to increafe bis power. Another Pro-conful con- 
demned. Tiberius's moderation. Bafe flattery of 
Ateius Capita. Tiberius tired of the fervitude of 
the Senators. Death of Ateius Capita. The Ba- 
filic of Paulus repaired by Lepidus. Pompey's 
theatre deftroyed by fire, and rebuilt by Tiberius. 
Death of'Junia, Brutus' sfifier. 

C. Sucpicius Galha. 

D. Haterius Agrippa. 

. A.R. 773. 

TIBERIUS had paffed in Campania the aft. G. ? *. 
year he and his fon were Confute, and was 
ftill there at the beginning of the following, 
whole Conftilj were D. Haterius Agrippa, and 
C; Sulpicius Galba, brother to the Galba who 
was atterwardi Emperor. He there received a c<™ P i»i n t 
decree of the Senate, that referred to him the re- J£J*? 
formation of the luxury of eating, of which the iyof«nag* 
Ediles had complained. t«.-**ui. 

Vol. II. Q_ Luxury *"" 
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A.R.77J. Luxury had got to a prodigious excefs in all 
aft. C. zz. ti n( j s f jd] e expences. But in many articles peo- 
ple fheltered themfelves from cenfure, by con- 
cealing the real price of things. The exceffes of 
the table could not be thus covered, and were 
the talk of the whole city. For this was the age 
st™« about of the Apicius, who was the moft renowned of 
Ap "" JS ' the three epicures of that name; and as he had 
many imitators and difciples among the moft il- 
luftrious Romans, and * kept afchool of glutto- 
ny, the ftories Seneca tells of him may ferve to 
give us an idea of the general tafte of his times. 
Sa.Ep.ii*. Tiberius, had been prefented with a fifh that was 
much in vogue among the Romans, and fup- 
pofed to be the mullet. This was a fort of mon- 
fter i for it weighed four pounds and an half. 
Tiberius, probably for the fake of the following 
diverfion, fent it to the market to be fold, fay- 
ing to thofe about him, " I am vaftly deceived, 
if either Apicius, or P. Octavius, don't buy this 
fifh.*' His prediftion was verified, even beyond 
his hopes. Apicius and Octavius bid againft one 
another for it ; and the latter bought it for fivt 
* lEa ** thoufand fefterces, which is about fix hundred 
4itiji,4d. and fifty French livres. b And it was matter of 
great triumph to Ocravius, to bring to his table 
a fifh that the Emperor had fold, and Apicius 
could not buy. 

*Tis aftonifhing that Apicius gave out in thfs 
noble conteft. Perhaps his great penetration in 
the fcience of eating made him difcover fome 
flight fault in the fifti he yielded j perhaps his 

a Scieiuiam popins profeffus, difciplina -fui feculum in- 
ftcit. Sat. Cm/eJ. adHeh. C. X. 

b Vicit Omvius, et ingentem confecutus eft inter ftto* 
gloriam, quum' quinque millibus feftertium emitter pilcem, 
quern Ctefer vendiderat, ne Apicius quidem emcrat. 

finances 
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finances began to be disordered, and his credi- A. R.77J. 
tors prefiing. For he ruined himfelf by his epi- aft - c - Zi - 
curifm, and of the great fortune he was born to, &,. cm/u. 
guttled away * an hundred millions of fefterces. y'^*- 
Then plagued by creditors on all fides, he looked n™. 
into his affairs; and finding, on calculation, that l \^'PL 
after payment of his debts, he fhould have no s 3 $, i%3 j. 
more left than -f- ten millions of fefterces, c he !'• Idi 
confidered the living thereon as ftarving, and iivr"? ooe ° 
therefore chofe to dye by poifon. mon°^b*ut 

This luxury, which wanted not the example 8j.3j3l.61. 
of the firft Senators, as the Valerii and Afinii ; ,8d ' 
who, Pliny fays d , purchafed a cook at the ex- 
pence of a triumph, and a fifh as dear as a cook; 
and efteemed nobody equally with a flave expert 
in the art of ruining his mailer ; this mad lux- 
ury, I fay, well deferved the attention of the 
magiftrate. As the Ediles fuperintended the po- 
lice of Rome, and for that reafon were beft ac- 
quainted with what paffed in the markets,- and 
with the extravagant price that luxury fet on eat- 
ables, it became their office to make reprefenta- 
tions accordingly to the Senate : and Bibulus fac. 
having begun the complaint, the other Ediles 
took it up, and defired a fpeedy and efficacious 
remedy to fo great an evil; fince not only the 
old fumptuary laws, but the new ones made by 
Auguftus, were infutficient. 

The Senate durft not decide in an affair of fuch The smite 
importance, and productive of fuch confequences ; ^" lts Tl " 
but referred it to the Emperor's wifdom. As Ti- Fm S aiityof 
berius gave not an immediate anfwer, Rome was ^' ""*' 

c Velut in ultima fame viflurus, fi in feftertio centies vi- 
xiffet, veneno vitam finivit. 

d Nunc coci ttiumphonim pretiis parantur, et coquorum 
pifces : nullufque prope jam mortalis asftimatur pluris, quam 
qui peritiffime cenfum domini mergit. P/in.ix. 17, 

Q^2 under 
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A.R- 77J- under great apprehenfions, dreading the feverity 
aft. C. 22. f a princcj wno was naturally rigid, and an ex- 
ample of frugality. For e in his entertainments 
*"■ ?*■ of ceremony, he made no fcruple of bringing to 
caw. jjjs ta [3] e t j, e victuals of yefterday, heated over- 
again, even fuch as had been touched ; and at a 
time when whole boars appeared on the tables of 
private men, half a one fufficed for that of the 
Emperor, who' affected to fay, that the half had 
all the fame parts as the whole. At laft Tibe- 
■ rius, having long weighed all inconveniences and 
advantages, fent his anfwer to the Senate, couch'd 
in tnefe terms. 
h» infwet " In moft affairs, Fathers, it would be, perhaps, 
mm*" Se ~ advantageous to have me prefent at your delibe- 
rations, and to give perfonally my opinion on 
what I thought ufeful to the commonwealth. Bui 
as to the prefent affair, it was better that it was 
not debated under my eyes, left the fear and' 
palenefs of the countenances of the guilty fiiouH 
nave marked them out, and in fome fort con- 
vided them. And ' indeed, if the Ediles, whofe 
good intention I commend, had confulted me 
before they a&ed, I believe I tbould have advifed 
them, rather to let alone vices that are deeply 
rooted, than only to make it manifeft, what en- 
ormities are an over-match for us. Yet I do not 
blame thofe magiftrates : they have done their 
duty ; as I wifh every one would that is in office. 
But for myfelf, it is neidier proper for me to be 

c Soletinibus amis pridiana fa-pe ac femefa opfonia appo- 
ftiitj dimidiatumque apruni, afiirmans, Omnia eadem ha- 
bere qui'totum. Sttt. 

1 Quijd fi mecom ante viri flrenni jtdtfes wniihum ha- 
' bwfletit, netcio an liiafurus Fuerim omittere potiils prievalidi 
ct miulta vitin, qu in hoc adfequi, ut palam ik-rtt qaibui 
flagitiis iiv.pares cllcmus. 

liltnt, 
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filent, nor eafy to fpeak j becaufe I bear not the A.E. 7751" 
character of Edile, Pretor, or Conful : fome- aft ■ c • ^^ • 
thing more is required of the Prince. • Every 
one is ready to afiume to himfelf the merit of 
whatever is well done, while upon, the prince 
alone are thrown the mifcarriages of all. 

*' For where fliall I begin this reformation, and 
what (hall be the firft object of my cenfure ? 
Shall it be our immenfe parks, or the infinite 
number of our (laves, which " make almoft ar- 
mies in private houfes, and are distributed into 
nations ; or the enormous quantity of our gold 
and filver plate ; or our paflion for ftatues and 
pictures; or the gorgeous veftments that turn ' 
men into women ; or, what is yet peculiar to wo- 
men, thofe precious ftones, for whofe purchafe 
our coin is carried into foreign, and even hoftile 
nations ? For I am not ignorant, that at enter- 
tainments, and in companies, thefe abufes are 
complained of, and a regulation required. But 
the zealous reformers, if penal laws were made 
on fhefc fubjects, would be the firft to cry out, 
that the State was overturned, that fnares were 
laid for the prime nobility, that nobody could be ■ 
fecure from fuch informations. And yet ' bodily 
difeafes, grown inveterate, are not to be cured but 
by violent and rigid medicines. So the mind, 
the corrupter and corrupted, the tick and raging 

£ Et ijimm refkc faftorum fib! quifqne gratiam trahant, 
Tiuius invidiaab omnibus peccatijr. 

n Seneca fays qf J)emetriiu, Pompey's frudmaa : Nu- 
rnerus alii quotidie fcrvorom, ut Imperatori exercltiii, refe- 
rebatur. De Tranq. An. n. viil. 

1 Alqiii nc corporis quidem morbos veteres, et din auftos, 
Dili per dura et afpera, coerceas, Corrapcua fimul et coirup- 
tor, aeger et flagrans animui, haud levioribus rcmediis reftin- 
guendus eft, quam libidinibus aidefcit. Tat . 

Q^ 3 mind, 
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A -R- 773- mind, cannot be rectified but by remedies ftrong 

aft. C. 22. as j ts own i rre g U i ar appetites. 

" The many laws made by our anceftors, and 
added to by Auguftus, and abolifhed either by 
oblivion, or, what is worfe, by contempt, have 
only fcrved to make luxury more infolent and 
fecure. For v when we covet any thing yet un- 
prohibited, we are apt to fear that it may be for- 
bid : but when once we have outbraved the pro- 
hibition, there is no longer any reftraining fear 
or fhame. Why then did frugality and temper- 
ance formerly prevail ? It was becaufe every one 
was moderate in his defires : it was becaufe we 
were then citizens of but one city, and not a mix- 
ture of all the nations in the univerfc. Lux- 
ury, too, had not fo powerful inftigations, when 
our dominion was confined to Italy. ' It was by 
our foreign victories we learned to confume the 
.' riches of others ; and by ourcivil todiffipateour 
own. 

" The particular that the Ediles would reform, 
is not the moft important. How inconfiderable 
indeed is it, if compared with fo many others of 
more weight ? Nobody ", for example, repre- 
fents that Italy is in conftant want of foreign (up- 
plies, that the lives of the Roman people are 

. k Nam fi velis quod nondum vetitum eft, timeas ne Ve- 
tera : at ft prohibita impune tranfeenderis, neque metus ul- 
tra neque pudor eft. Tac. Cato, /a Livy, ufes the Jam 
thought, and txprejjis it mere forcibly : Luxuria non mota to- 

. lerabdior eftet quam erit nunc ; ipfis vinculis, vclut ftra 

, beltia, irritata, deinde emifla. Liit. xxxiv. 4, 

1 Externis vifloriis aliena, civilibus etiam noftra, contu- 

i mere didicimus. Tac. 

', m At hercule nemo refert, quod Italia externa opis in- 
diget, quod vita populi Romani per incerta maris et tempe- 
ftatum quotidie volvitur. Ac nift provinciarum copix et do- 
minis, et fervitiis, et agris fubvenerint; noftra nos fcilioct 

* nemora, noftneqae villa: tuebuntur. Tac. 

i ' daily 
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daily at the mercy of feas and tempefts. Were A -R-774-i 
it not for fupplies from the provinces, by which 2 *- 

the mailers and flaves are maintained, would our 
own parks and villas maintain us ? This is the 
tare of the Prince ; and by the neglect of this 
the commonwealth would be ruined. With re- 
fpect ° to other abufes, every man mult be his 
own cenfor. Us, who are at the head of the ftate, 
Ihame wijl reclaim ; p*xeffity will document the 
poor ; and fatiety wM mend the rich. Or if any 
of the magiftrar.e', has refolution and perfeve- 
rance enough to apply the neceffary remedies, he 
has my praifes and acknowledgment that he 
difcharges me of part of my labors : but if fuch 
-will only inveigh againft, and impeach corrup- 
tions, and when they have gained thereby repu- 
tation, leave on me the burthen ; believe me, 
Fathers, I am not more fond than others of 
bearing refentmerits. I already fuffer many for 
the good of the commonwe.ilth that I have not 
merited ; and therefore may well avoid fuch as 
would be vain and fruiltlefs, and promife no ad- 
vantage to you or me." 

The Senate, when they had read the Empe- n° «*«■ . 
rot's letter, difpenfed the Ediles from undertakr hSSIwmi. 
ing fo burdenfome and difficult a bufinefs. Only ™'° cr ": 
it appears from Suetonius, that they exhorted batons, 
them, that they might not be thought totally to ^ hl £ c " r " 
neglect what fo well deferved their care, to keep T^tu" 
,a watchful eye over the taverns and markets, and WIOtt ' 
in a word, over the exceffes of the lower people, 
rather than to intermeddle in what might affect 
the grandees. Thus the luxury of the table, r*e. - i&. ss« 
which chiefly commenced at Rome after the 

» Reliquis intra amnion) medendum eft. Nos pudor, 

pauperes neceiGtas, divites fatias, in melius jnutet. 

Q_4 battle 
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A.R.773. battle of A&ium, continued increafing for an 
aft. C. «. agg t jji Galba's time. Then it was it began to 
diminifh ; and at the time that Tacitus wrote, 
that is, in Trajan's reign, it had entirely ceafed. 
That ingenious hiftorian examines into the caufes 
of diis change j and thefe are his thoughts 
about it. 
oafa of Formerly, fays he, the great families of Rome 
ttut duop. werc carried away with a paffion for magnifi- 
cence ; for then it was allowed to court the fa- 
vor of the people, the allies, and Kings that 
were in friendlhip with Rome ; and to receive 
from them marks of refpecl: and attachment. 
The more affluence a Senator lived in, the more 
he was diftinguifhed by the number and quality 
of his clients. But when the jealous policy of 
the Emperors had deftroyed many of diefe too 
powerful Senators, when k was perceived that 
too great fplendor was the infallible means of de- 
ftrU&ion, the reft grew wifer j and inftead of 
drawing the eyes of people on them by their ex- 
pences, they fet themfelves to accumulate. Be- 
fides, many new men, chofen Senators from the 
municipal towns, the colonies, and even the pro- 
vinces, introduced their domeftic parfimonyj 
andtho* fome of them grew wealthy as they grew 
old, yet they retained in their new, condition 
. their old manner of thinking. But' the prin- 
cipal caufe of this reformation was the example 
•of Vefpafian, who conformed in all things to 
-ancient fimpiicity. The deference of the pub- 
lic for this Prince, and the defire by imitating to 

B Srd prasci; BBS adftriili moris auftor VcTpaflaaiu fait, 
antiquo ipfe culm vidluque : obfequium inilt in Principem, 
«t ttmulandi bmot, valiilior quam pcena ex legibus ct 

4 pleafa 
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pkafe him, had greater effect than all the penal A. R.773; 
laws. aft. C. *s. 

Thefe were the caufcs that obfervation and re- 
flexion furnifhedTackus with, to explain a change 
that he was a witnefs of; and which feems to have 
furprized him. For diftrufting the reafons he 
had given, which, notwithstanding, are very fo- 
lid, he adds thereto a fort of fatality, that occa- 
sions poffibly a revolution in the manner of men, 
as in the fuccelfion of time. ? Nor have our an- 
cestors, lays he, excelled us in all things ; our 
own age has produced, for the imitation of pofte- 
rity, 1 models of learning and virtue. And indeed he 
fpoke truth as to the laft point. For the molt 
glorious age of the Roman Empire, the molt 
poliflied, and the happieft, is, beyond difpute, 
that which begins with Vefpafian, and ends with 
Pertinax. This time, if we except Domitian 
• and Commodus, contains a feries of the belt 
Princes that ever governed Rome. 

Tiberius was in the right to fuppofe that a re- 
formation of luxury would procure him ill-will. 
He was in high favor for his moderation ; the 
public was pkafed that he had prevented the ma- 
lice of informers, who only waited for the han- 
dle of a new law to plague the Romans, and en- 
rich themfelves with their fpoils. 

Tiberius foon after wrote to the Senate, tode- xheTrifcu- 
fire the Tribunitial power for Drufus. "We may "kM po*« 
remember, that this title fignified the fupreme ^^jj u 
power i and that Auguftus, after he had been rw u » of 
complimented with it, 6rft aflumed Agrippa into ^ ^JS. 
a fellowfhip in it, and afterwards Tiberius, in 
order to ascertain his fucceflbr, and bridle the 

P Nee omnia apud priores meliora, fed noilraquoquc atos 
mulu laudii et artium imitanda pollens tulil. 

ambition 
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A. R-773- ambition of particulars. Tiberius (after Au- 
aft. C. 22. guftus's example) as he had never publicly de- 
cided between Germanicus aDd Drufus fo long as 
the former lived, had now a mind to fecure to 
his fon the fucceflion to the Empire. 

He began his letter by beleeching the gods to 
profper his deflgn to the benefit of the common- 
wealth. He then propofed his requeft, and lpoke 
of Drufus rnodeftly, and without exaggeration. 
He feid, " That his.fon was married, and had 
three children ; and was of the fame age as- him- 
, fe|f, when called by Auguftus to the fame office. 
He added, that he had tried him for eight years; 
and that Drufus, after having appeafed feditions, 
concluded wars, and been honoured with a tri- 
umph, and two Confulihips, might divide with 
him the cares with which he was ndW familiar." 
. The Senators, having forefeen this addrefs of 
the Emperor, had their adulation ready prepar- 
ed. However, they could devife nothing to de- 
cree, but, as ufual, ftatues to Tiberius and his 
fon, altars and temples to the gods, and tri- 
umphal arches. Only M.Silanus ftrove to honor 
the Emperors at the expence of the Confuls, and 
was for having the years dated for the future, not 
by the names of the Confuls, but of thofe who 
enjoyed the Tribunitial power. Ci. Haterius 
made himfelf more ridiculous, by propofing to 
have the decrees of that day engraved in golden 
letters, and hung up in the Senate : from which 
4 abominable flattery, this fervile old man, having 
not long to live, could confequently reap no 
other fruit than infamy. 

•3 Senex fcedilfimx adulationis tantum infamia u funis. 
. Tec. Ui. 57. 



3,g,1,zed by G00gle 



TIBERIUS. i 35 

Tiberius, in his anfwer to the Senate, mode- A.R.773: 
rated the honors with which the decree of the c - "' 
Tribunitial power to his fon was accompanied. 
And in particular, rejected Haterius's golden 
letters, as an unufual thing, and contrary to an- 
cient cuftom. 

Drufus, who was with his father, wrote at the DmCn it- 
fame time a letter of thanks to the Senate j which, J U T * an ** 
tho' the letter itfelf was modeft, extremely fhock- DifcomeM 
cd the Senators. " What, faid they, are things J^ Saa - 
come to that pafs, that a young Prince, who re- Tac'.wi. i9 . 
ceives fo great an honor, will not deign to come 
and adore the gods of Rome, appear in the Se- 
nate, and take pofTeflion of his new dignity in 
his native city ? This might, indeed, have been 
excufable were he detained by war, or at an ex- 
traordinary diftance. But far from it, he is only 
fauntering about the mores of Campania, and 
the enjoyment of that delicious country is his 
only avocation. Thus is formed a Prince def- 
tined to rule mankind; and fuch are the leflbns 
he takes from his father! The Emperor himfelf, 
an ancient man, may perhaps find uneafineis in 
living under the public eye, and may plead his 
former fatigues. But what can detain Drufus 
except arrogance ?" Such was the talk of the Se- 
nators. Princes do as they will ; but the judg- 
ment of the public is free, and does not ipare 
them. 

A conteft arofe then in the Senate on account Maiugiwn- 
of the goverment of Afia, which mould have {£. pred ^ ,i 
been'Ser. Cornelius Maluginenfis's in turn; and mmttfA- 
from which many Senators pretended he was pre- ^ n ° t n "i,i, 
eluded, on account of his being * Prieftof Ju- bj^rr.eii 
piter, fince he could not be abfent from Rome /J u ?'"- 8 
above two nights together. This government, * f /«■ ■ 
and that of Africa, were great pofts ; the ob- D " l " m 
jefts 
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A. R77jjefts of the ambition of the Confular Senators j 
•*■**' "• and one or other of them, clofed the carrier of 
honor. Maluginenfis, therefore, ftrenuoufiy com- 
bated the objections made to his right. He main- 
tained, that his Jituation was the fame as that of 
the Priefts of Mars and Quirinus, who formerly 
met with the fame oppofition as he did now, but 

Pot the better of it. He advanced, that the chief 
ontiffs in former times had ufed this pretence 
only to fet afide* thofe they did not love. *• ' But 
now, faid he, by the goodnefs of the gods, the 
chief Pontiff is alfo the chief of menj and dir 
vetted of envy, hatred, and all the little interefts 
of private men." 

The Senate would not decide in this debate, 
and refolved to wait the determination of Ti- 
berius, as chief Pontiff. Maluginenfis had taken 
an artful courfe to fix the Emperor in his inter- 
eft ; but flattery had little effe6t on Tiberius ; 
and he made it a law to himfelf iq conform in all 
r«.ui. 71. things to Auguftus's ordinances. As therefore 
there had been a decree made under that Prince's 
authority by the college of Pontiffs, which (eem- 
ed to thwart Maluginenfis's pref.enfions, Tibe^ 
rius decided againft him -, and the government of 
Afia was given to the next Confular in order. 
Tterigbtsof This Emperor 8 , who was tenacious of real 
2»*j power, afforded the Senate alhadow of it's an- 
tilt senate, tient jurifdjftion. He therefore referred to it 
an* mode- tne a ff a ir of the afylums, whiclf were very nu T 
T«. in. 60. merous in the Greek cities, and whofe abufe oc- 
cafioned a general complaint. - For the temples 

r Nunc deftm munere fummum Pontificum etiam furomnm 
hominum effe, noo ;enmlationi, noil odio, aut privatis ad- 
fcclionibus, obnoxjiim. Tee. 

1 Tiberius vim Principalis iibi firmans, imaginem anti- 
quitatis Senatui prabebat. Tat. 

protected 
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protected Haves from their matters, debtors From A. R.773. 
their creditors, and criminals from juftice. And **■ c - "• 
* the authority of the magiftratts was infufficient 
to fupprefs the (editions of the populace, who 
confounded the villainies of men with the wor- 
fhip of the gods. 

It was therefore ordered, that thefe cities fhould 
fend Deputies to Rome, to give an account of 
theirclaims. Some ofthem, who had no title, de* 
fitted of their own accord ; many confided in 
their ancient fuperftitions, or the fervices they 
had done the Romans. And it was a glorious 
day to the Senate, on which it gave audience to 
a multitude of Deputies from the mod celebrated 
cities ; and examined the decrees of the Confuls 
and Pretors of antiquity, the treaties with our 
^confederates, and even the ordinances of Kings 
independent of the Roman power, and the reli- 
gious traditions on which the worihip of the 
gods was founded j and this with a perfect free- 
dom, as heretofore, of ratifying or reforming as 
to it feemed proper. 

Twelve cities or nations contended for their 
privileges, either before the Senate, or the Con- 
fuls, on whonrthe Senators, tired with a tedious 
diJcuftion, had thrown the examination of the 
records -, of which they were to make a report 
to the Senate. 

The moll renowned of thefe people were, the 
Ephefians, the Cyprians (who had in their ifland 
three temples with right of afylum) and thofc of 
Pergamos, Smyrna, Sardis, Miletus, and Crete. 
After mature examination, thefe privileges were 
not abolilhed, but limited by decrees of the Se- 

' Nee nllum fat is validiun imptrium erat coarcendis fedi- 
tionibus populi, -flagiris hominum ut czremonias deum pro- 
tcgentii. 

nate; 
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-R.773. nate'j which the feveral nations were ordered eo 
it C. 22. engrave on brafs, and hang up in their temples 1 
as perpetual memorials and irrevocable rules, to 
prevent abufes, and hinder religion from coun- 
tenancing licentioufnefs. 
«,i». h- This regulation, of which Tacitus fays no- 
thing more, probably took place alfo with thofc 
of Samos and Cos, who the next year petition- 
ed the Senate for the confervation of the right of 
afylum, the former to the temple of Juno, and the 
latter to that of Efculapius. 
vii'iiii' Tiberius was perfectly fatisfied with his retreat 
u'retT™" ' n Campania ; but his mother falling ill, he was 
Rome, obliged to return in hafte to Rome, He had 
u. m. 64. hitherto kept on tolerable terms with her, at leaft 
as to appearance. For at the bottom, jealous ai 
he was of his rank and authority, he but ill 
brooked the ambition and haughtinefs of Livia, 
rf.ro. 1. He had often advifed her in private not to inter- 
meddle in affairs of importance, which did not 
become her fex. He difapproved of her ap- 
pearing in public to , give orders ; as had hap- 
pened at a fire near Vefta's temple, whither Li- 
via came to encourage the people and foldiers to 
extinguish it, as ihe ufed to do in Augustus's 
x. iiL 64. time. He had been lately offended, becaufe Li- 
via, having dedicated a ftatue to Auguftus near 
the theatre of Marcellus, had in the infcriprion 
put Tiberius's name after her own. But thefe 
difcontents were hitherto kept fecret ; and he 
fhewed a proper concern at his mother's danger. 
.For orders were iffued upon this occafion, with 
his confent, for public prayers, and games, under 
the direction of almoft all the colleges of Priefts, 
of the Pontiffs, the Augurs, the keepers of the 
Sibylline books, the Prefidehts of the facred 
feafts, and the Fraternity of Auguftals. The 
order 
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order of Knights vowed a gift to Equeftrian For- A.R.773. 
tune ; which is no farther explained. And Li- ■"■ c - "■ 
via, tho' very old, recovered; and lived fome 
years afterwards. 

C.Silanus, Proconful of Afia, a man of illuf- sn»m»,p»- 
trious birth, was at this time profecuted. He was ^'^4" 
undoubtedly guilty of extortion and cruelty ; *m ™n- 
and his condemnation would have done honor to r^^'ee. 
Tiberius, if he had left it to the common courfe 
of jtiftice. But by permitting accufations of 
high-treafon, which were the public abhorrence, 
to interfere, he fpoiled all ; and put the juft pu- 
nifhment of crimes in alight of odious perfec- 
tion, which even his moderation in the fentencc .. 
could not efface. 

The Afiatics then profecuted Silanus as a rob- 
ber of the public. But three Senators, Mamer- 
cus Scaurus, a Confular; Junius Otho, Pretor; 
and Brutidius Niger, Edile ; charged him with 
irreverence to the divinity of Auguftus, and 
with violation of the refpect due to the majefty 
of Tiberius. Mamercus, to juftify the fcanda- 
lous part he acted, quoted the examples of ac- 
cufations brought by Scipio Africanus againft 
Cotta, by Cato the Cenfor againft Galba, and 
by Scaurus (his anceftor) againft Rutilius. " To 
be fure, fays Tacitus, the fame objects animated 
the zeal of Scipio and Cato ; or of that Scaurus, 
whom Mamercus, the ihame of his progenitors, 
was diftionouring by his infamous occupation. 
The firft employment of Junius Otho was the 
teaching of eloquence. But being created a Se- 
nator by Sejanus's intereft, w he laboured to over- 

* Videlicet Scipio et Cato talis ulcifcebantur, aut ille 
Scaurus, quem proavum fuum, opprobrium majorum Ma- - 
mcrcus infami opera dehoneftabat. Tac. 

* Obfcua initia impudentibus aufis propcllebat. 

come 
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A. R-773- come by a fliamelcis audacity the obftacles that 
aft. C. 22. h; s obfeufity threw in his way. As to Brutidius ", 
he had merit enough* and might have hoped 
from his talents for the greateft dignities, with- 
out quitting the paths of honor. But impatience 
ruined him : while he endeavoured, firft to out- 
ftrip his equals, then his fuperiors, and at laft, 
his own very hopes. A courle which, as our 
judicious hiftorian obferves, has been the deftruc- 
tion of many valuable men -, who, fcorning ac- 
quificions that come flow, but attended with fc- 
curity, grafp at a premature fortune, tho' linked 
to imminent danger. Gellius Poplicola and M. 
Paconius, the former Silanus's Queftor, the 
other his Lieutenant, increafed the number oi 
his accufers. 
The accufed was then to anfwer, not only the 
. moft eloquent orators of Afia, fele&ed to profe- 
cute htm, but alfo five Senators bent on his ruin : 
and as the charge of high treafon filenced hi; 
friends and relations, he was to oppofe alone, ard 
without advocates, the multitude of his profe- 
cutors, ignorant as he was of pleading, and be- 
_ fet wit!i capital terrors, which often difable the 
moft pracnTed eloquence. To this may be ad- 
ded, the menacing air of Tiberius, who intimi- 
dated the accufed both by voice and gefbure, 
and teazed him with his quefttons : whilft the 
wretched Silanus was not at liberty to refute what 
he objected, or to elude his demands ■, nay, he 
was fometimes forced to make confeflions, left 

* Bratidjum artibus hondtis copiofum, et, (i reflmn iter 
pergeret, ad clariffima qusque iturum, feflinatio exftimula- 
bat, dam squalls, dein fuperiores, po.lremo faaimet ipfe 
'fpes, anteire parat. Qiiod miiltos etiam bonos peffumdedit, 
qui fpretis qua; tarda cum fecurkate. prematura vd cum ex- 
itio properant.- 

the 
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tie Emperor fliould feem to have advanced any A.R.773. 

thing ralhly. AC -** 

' Such a feries of hardfhips, formidable even 

, to an innocent perfon, made the condemnation 

of Silanus, who was guiltyj inevitable. He 

therefore requcfted an interval of a few days, 

gave up his defence, and ventured to write to Ti- 

\ berius in a ftyle between entreary and reproach. 

\ Before judgment was given, Tiberius cauled 

: to be read the decree of the Senate, made under 

■ Auguftus, againft Volefus MefTala, Proconful 
5 alfo of Afia ; of whofe conduct we may judge 

: by what Seneca relates of him. This magif- **-* fri *» 
1 trate, having had three hundred men beheaded in ss ' 
'" one day, walked up and down among the car- 

■ cafes in triumph, applauding himfelf for this 
aft of power, and crying, " O the truly royal 

a exploit." We are not told that thefe men were , 
°l innocent 1 but, fuppofing them criminals, yet 
fi: the barbarous and inhuman pleafure of Volefus 
w was fomething monftrous. 

* Meflala's fentence dictated to the Senate the tat. liL ei, 
'<} judgment it was to pafs on Silanus. L. Pifo, 

8 who rirft voted, having enlarged on the cle- 
U mency of the Emperor, who was not for hav- 
i ing even the guilty puniflied rigoroufly, con- 

* eluded, for interdicting Silanus from fire and 
4 water (that is, banilhing him) and confining 
ili him to the ifle of Gyarus. This punifliment fa- 
il' eluded confifcation of fortune. The other Se- 
gf nators were of the fame opinion ; only Cn. Len- 
s : tulus propofed to exempt from forfeiture the ef- 

tate he had from his mother ; which Tiberius 
1 approved of. But Cornelius Dolabella, whom 
3 the ill fuccefs of a low flattery (that has been 
*. mentioned in its place) had not mended, having 
-■ inveighed bitterly againft Silanus' s morals, added. 
Vol. II. R thai; 
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A. R.773. that it ought to be ordered that no men of bad 
aft. c. 22. jj ves ftouid b e admitted candidates for the go- 
vernment of a province •, and that the Prince 
mould judge of this their character. "' The 
laws, fays he, punifh tranfgrelfions when com- 
mitted : but how much better would it be for the 
guilty themfelves, as well as advantageous to 
the provinces, to prevent tranfgreftbrs." 
Tiberimre-. Tiberius condemned this novelty, altho* ir 
J !^*rt£i increafed his power. " He was not * ignorant, 
taxied to in- he faid, of the rumors concerning Silanus's con- 
^^ i hu du£t. But it was not proper to decide by ru 
mors. That it often happened that the admin* 
tration of Governors of provinces did ndt a- 
fwer the ideas framed of them before, whether 
good or bad. That fome of them had by the 
importance of their truft been rouzed into amend- 
ment j and others, on the contrary, finking under 
a weight difproportionate to their ftrength, had 
there Toft the reputation they acquired in the city. 
That a Prince could not know every thing him- 
felf ; nor was it to be wifhed that he fhould be 
led by the partial reprefentations of thole about 
him. That laws had been made againft fa& 
.committed, becaufe futurity was uncertain. 
That the maxims and cuftoms of antiquity had 

T Nam a Iegibus deljfta puniri. Quanto fore mitius ii 
" ipfos, melius in focios, provideri ne peccaretur t Tac. 

1 Non q'uidem fibi ignara qua; de Silsno vulgabantur : f* 
oon ex r union bus itatuendum. - Multos in provinciis contii 
quam fpes aut metus de illis fuerit egifie. E xcitari quofdam 
ad meliora magnitudine rerum, he befcere alios. Neque 
poffe Principem fua fcientia confla complefti, -naqne expe- 
dire ut ambitions aliens trahatur. Ideo leges in facia con- 
ftitui, quia fucura in incerto fint. Sic a majoribas inftiratam, 
ut, li antiflent delicto, pteax iequerentw. Ne verterent fapi- 
enter reperta, et Temper placita. Satis' onemm Principibus, 
fatis etiam potential, efTe. Minui jura, quoties glifcat potej- 
tas; nee utendum imperii?, ubi Iegibus agi point. Tat.. 

eftablifhed 
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eftablifiied punifhments for preceding crimes. AJLftfi 
That it would not be right to change a wife in- ***• c - a ** 
ftitution, that had always been approved of. That 
the Prince had already fufficient burthens, and 
even fufficient power. That the authority of the 
laws diminished in the fame proportion as the 
Imperial authority increased : and that fove- 
reignty was not to be exercifed when the laws 
: would ferve." 

Thefe maxims, favouring of public liberty, 
: pleafed the more out of Tiberius's mouth, as it 
■ was feldom he ufed fuch. The general fatisfaftion 
I arifing from thence, of which he was witnefs, in-r 
I clined him to further clemency : and, as he well 
i knew how to moderate when his own refentments 
- did not influence him, he reprefented, that Gy~ 
arus was a defert ifland, and afforded none of the 
; conveniencies of life ; that out of regard to the 
', Junian family, and to Silanus's having had 
: the honour to be of their order, they might al- 
! low him a more comfortable banifliment in the 
; ifle of Cythera ; and that his filter Torquata, a 
i Veftal of primitive virtue, requefted this. This 
; motion was adopted, and was Silanus's fen- 
t tence. 
i The condemnation of Silanus was followed by Another 

that of Cefius Cordus, Pro-conful of Crete and j£££t 
t Cyrene, convicted alfo of extortion. 'The mifbe- 
; haviour of the Roman magiftrates to the fubjefts 
., of the empire did not end, we fee, with the' re- 
i publican government ; but the provinces obtain- 
' ed more eafily juftice and reparation for the 
f wrongs they fuffered under the Emperors. 
i An information was lodged againft a Roman Tiberius's 
ii Knight, L. Ennius, for having converted into jj^^ 
( plate, or fome other common ufe, a reprefenta- of Atdu. 
% tion of the Prince in filver. The time was not c ' piw * 
j . . R 2 yet 
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A.R- 77J.y« come, when equally innocent actions were 
■*• c - **• looked on as atrocious crimes. Tiberius would 
not fuffcr Ennius's name to be put in the lift of 
the accufed. But what is very remarkable is, that 
a Senator of rank, Ateius Capito, of whom we 
have elfewhere fpoke, oppofed the Emperor's ac- 
•• L quittal with a falfe and wretched affectation of li- 

berty. " 'Tis againft all rule, faid he, to deprive 
the Senate of the cognizance and determination 
of a crime brought before its tribunal : nor ought 
fuch an iniquity as Ennius's to remain unpunish- 
ed. The prince may be patient, if he pleafes, to 
excefs, under his own grievances ; but let him 
not flop the juft vengeance of the offended com- 
monwealth." Tiberius * underftood this lan- 
guage perfectly well, and perfifted in his inter- 
poOtion. 

His commendable perfeverance completed the 

infamy of Ateius Capito, who, learned in lavs 

human and divine, by the meannefs of his ibu! 

debafed thofe accomplifhments which ought W 

have been employed for the fervice of the State, 

and of particulars. 

TjJ"f™*. Flattery b was then an univerfal difteraper, 

fo^tufe ^ from which none of the Senators were free. Not 

thes«n«ot..only the firft nobles, whofe obnoxious fplendor 

Tte, tu.fi 5. ' r 

» Intellexif hate Tiberius ut erant maps quant ut dice- 
bantur, perttiticquc intercederc. Capito iniignior infamia 
iuit; quod human! diviruque juris fciens egregium publicum 
ct bonas domt artes dchoneftavilTet. 

6 Tempore ilia adeo infefta ct adulatione fordida fiiere, 
ut uon modo priinores civitatis, quibus claritudo fua obfr- 
quiis protegenda erat, fed omnes confulares, magna pars 
eorum qui pnetora fundi, tnultique edam pedarii Senato- 
res, certatim exfurgerent, fcedaque et nimia cenferent. Me- 
morise proditur, TiDerium quoties curia egrederetur, Gn-ecis 
verbis in hone modum eloqui folitum, O homines ad fervi- 
tutem paratos ! fcilicet aiam ilium qui libertatem publican) 
collet, tarn proje&e fervienciurn patiencia: tadebat. 

found 
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Found protection only in obfequioufnefs, but all A.R.773. 
who had been Confute, a great part of fuch as *' 

had been Pretors, and even many of the undi- 
ftinguifhed Senators, ftrove with emulation who 
fhould difhonour themfelves moft by bafe and 
fhameful adulations. Their prompt fervitude 
tired Tiberius ; and it is reported, that as he 
went out of the Senate, he often cried out,' " O 
wretches, who more than meet flavery ! " 

Ateius Capito, in the affair I have juft men- Death «r a- 
tioned, rendered himfelf ignominious for no- &?$&!£' 
thing at all. He died the fame year. But he 
only continued the trade he had followed all 
hi* life. Capito, tho' of a good family, had 
no reafon to expeft to be at the head of the 
Senate. His grandfather was a Centurion in 
Sylla's army ; his father ferved for Pretor. He 
raifed himfelf by his fkill in jurifprudence and 
the fupplenefs of his temper. Auguftus had 
puflied him early into the ConfulJhip, to give 
him the precedence of his rival Antiftius Labeo. 
For e tbefe two men, who were fimiiar in their 
genius and ftudies, were very diflimilar in their 
fentiments. Labeo, who was haughty, zealous 
for liberty, and not always fufikiently difcreet, 
(as I have obferved under Augustus's reign) had 
therefore acquired greater reputation with the 
public ; but Capito's blind fubmifikm made him 
more acceptable to thofc in power. The injufHce 
done Labeo, by not fuffering liim to rife beyond, 
the Pretorfhip, increafed his glory ; and the Con- 

e Nannjue ilia itas duo pads decora fimul tolit. Sed La- 
beo incorrapta libertate, et ob id fama celebratior : Capito- 
nis obfequium dominant! bus magis probabatur. lilt, quod 
.prsmram intra ftctit, commendatio ex injuria ; huk, quod 
eonfolatum adeptus eft, odium ex invtdia oriebatur. 

R 3 fulflun. 
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A.K. 775. fulfhip of Capito procured him the envy and ha- 
aTt. C. a. tre j of his countrymen. 

The Bufiiic The Roman Grandees yet kept up a tafte for 
C ji«d lU by™' P UD '' C eK pcnce, and particularly in the preferva- 
Lepidn;. lion of the monuments of the magnificence of 
T«.iii. 7*. f their anceftors. We have ieen Auguftus ex- 
hort and encourage thereto the firft Senators in 
his time. And it was with luch a view that Le- 
pidus afked leave of the Senate to repair and em- 
•3«e S»- belliuS, at his own expence, the * BafiJic of Pau- 
rv'r™. lus, which had been erected by the Conful of that 
t. iiii. p. name, about the beginning of the rupture be- 
JJ4 ' tween Cefar and Pompey. His propofal was ac- 

cepted of-, and the public was the more obliged 
to him for his generofity, as he was not very 
rich, 
pompey*. . But Pompey's theatre having been confumed 
ftmdbT by fire about this time, as there were none of the 
tn, jnd «- family of that great man left that were rich 
beriu*' Ti " enough to reftore it, Tiberius undertook to do 
it, permitting it ftill to retain Pompey's name. 
He made alio, on this occafion, a panegyric on 
Sejanus, to whofe vigilance and activity it was 
owing that the fire did no more damage : and the 
Senate, neyer backward to flatter the Prince and 
his favourite, ordered a ftatue of Sejanus to be 
erected in the theatre of Pompey, 
Death of ;■ Tacitqs clofes his relation of the events of this 
junii, Bru- year by the death of Junia, Cato's niece, Bru- 
^/ iij. 76. fH s ' s lifter, and Caflius's wife. She hadfurvived 
the battle of Philippl fixty-three years. Her will 
made much nolle at Rome-, becaufe this lady, 
w-ha was very rich* and related to moft of the 
Grandees* having therein honourably diftinguifh- 
ed a! moft all of them, took no notice of Tiberius. 
But he did not take offence at this laft mark of 
her enmity to his houfe j and permitted her funeral 
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oration to be fpoke from the roftra, and her fu- A.R. 773. 
neral to be folemnized with proper pomp. There ■*■ c - Z2 ' 
were carried at it the images of twenty illuftrious 
families, the Mania, the Quinftii, and other 
names of equal luftre : but d Brutus and Caflius 
eclipfed them all, and engroffed the public at- 
tention, for the very reafon that their reprefenta- 
tions were not feen. 

* Sed prafulgebant Caflius atque Brutus, eo ipfo quod 
effigies eorum non vifebantur. v 
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BOOK VI. 

5 E C T I, 

Beginning of the misfortunes of the Imperial family, 
Tiberius pretends to vijt the provinces. State of 
the land and fea forces on foot in Tiberius' s time. 
Short jketch of Tiberius' s government to hts ninth 
year. Divers events, the tnoft interefting of which 
is the danger C. Gracchus is in. The Panto- 
mimes expelled Italy. Capjto y intendant of the £m~ 
pereri condemned by the Senate. A temple erelled 
in Afia to Tiberius, Livia, and the Senate. Death 
of Lucillius Longus, Tiberiu/s old and faithful 
friend. Honours done the Veftals, The war of 
Tacfarinas is ended by DolabeUa, Con/piracy of 
the Jlaves Jlifled. L. Pifo, being eccufed, dies be? 
fore fentence. Caffms Severus tranfpprted from 
Crete to the ifle of Seripbos, Plautius Silvanus, 
who threw his wife out of a window, is reduced 
to die by opening his veins. Vibius Serenus accufed 
by bis Jon. The informers proteSed by Tiberius 
againft the inclination of the Senate. Tiberius for- 
gives a Roman Knight who bad made fatyricai 
verfes on him. Affair of Suilius, andefFirmtus 
Catus. Tacitus' s refieSlion on the ungrateful mat- 
ter treated of in his Annals. Aecufation and death 
of Cremutius Cordus. PaJJionfor accujing. Vtbius 
Serenus protected by the public hatred. Tiberius 
will not confent to have a temple erected to him in 
Spain, fie fortifies btmfelf in his refolution (o 
leave 
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leave Rome. Tiberius's rigor to the aeettfed. Death 
of Lentulus Getulicui -, and of L. Dontitius. 
Death of L. Antonius. Divers affairs of the pro- 
vinces. L. Pifo affajjinated in Spain. Poppeut 
SaHnus makes war on the Thraeians, and receives 
the triumphal ornaments. Tiberius quits Rome for 
ever. His motives. He fettles in the ijle of Ca- 
pri*. A fifherman ill-treated by Tiberius. Tibe- 
rius -abandons btmfelf to indolence, intemperance, 
and the moft infamous debauchery. Fifty thoufand 
men killed or wounded by the fall of an amphi- 
theatre. A terrible fire. Tiberius's generofity. 
Flattery of the Senate. Revolt of the Frifians. 
The Roman loffes. Agrippina, Germanicus's 
daughter, married to Cn, Domitius. Death of 
JuUa y Auguftuis grand-daughter, ijj. Haterius's 
death. His jpeti.es of eloquence. Ltvia's death. 
Her character. Ingratitude of the Emperor her 
fan. Tiberius's government becomes more tyrannic 
than ever. 

C. Asm i us. A.R. 774. 

C. Ant ist 1 us. aft. 0.23. 

TIBERIUS * was now in the ninth year Beginning of 
of a fortune conftantly favourable from his fo^fjj 
acceffion to the Empire. TheState was compofed, the imperii! 
his family flouriming -, for the death of Germa- f ££ b £ 
nicus he reckoned amongft the incidents of his 
profperity. Under the Confqls Afmius and An- 
tiftius his houfe began to grow unfortunate, ei- 
ther thro' his own means, or by his countenanc- 
ing the man who was its enemy and bane. Ic is 

■ Nonus Tiberio annus erat compofitse reipuMica;, floren. 
ris domus ; (nam Germanici mortem inter proipera duce- 
bat) quum rcpente turbare fortuna cccpit j fxv'nc ipfe, ant 
feviencibus vires pneberg. 

Sejanua 
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A.R. 774. Sejanus I fpeak of, who, to make his way to So- 
aft.C. 23. vereignty, poifoned Drufus, ruined Agrippina, 
and her two eldcft fons ; and at laft, tho' too late, 
was defervedly puniflied for his many crimes. 
The relation of this black plot, purfued for 
many years by Sejanus with great perfeverance, 
will be better underftood if uninterrupted. I 
lhall therefore begin by difengaging it from all 
foreign fa&s. 
pmendi'tc This year Tiberius revived his ftale, worn-out, 
Tifit the P to- pretence of vifiting the provinces. He even al- 
SvLt. 4. kdged, as reafons that obliged him, the multitude 
; of veterans, and the difficulty of recruiting the 

army for want of volunteers, fcarce any fiich 
prefenting themfelves but what were libertines 
and vagabonds, generally without honor op cou- 
rage.- It has been obferved, in the Hiftoire is la 
RepuMique Rom&ine, that the old Roman militia 
was compofed only of fuch citizens as had for- 
tunes, and were therefore interefted in the con- 

l^kTv!" cerns °^ tne "" ate : anc * c ' 10 ' lt was now * near an 

xm.vi£ix. hundred and thirty years lince Manus broke 
p. 317.' thro' that regulation, yet it appears by Tiberius's 
reflection, that it was not altogether loft fight 
of. ; 

And upon this occafion Tiberius fummarily 
recounted the forces that the Republic kept on 
foot, and their diftribution in the provinces : 
and the account Tacitus gives of this, as well as 
of the Kings then allies ofthe Empire, is noton- 
ly curious, but ufeful in the fequel of this hif- 
tory. 
state of the ' Xtalv was guarded by two fleets, one at Mife- 

land and lea > , & . _ ' , , , ., 

forcejonfoot num. on the Tufcan fea; and the other at Raven- 

tin^' beriui ' Ba * P" t ' ie Adriatic : and to fecure it towards the 

*refi% Auguftus had ftationed to-guard thecoafts 

a good number of gallies (that he took at Aitium) 
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at Forojulium ; which was then a good port, but A.R.774. 
has been ruined for many ages. This third •».C.«|- 
fleet was not fo confiderable as the other two. 
To this marine, which was national, muft be 
added the fquadrons of the allies, that is, the vef- 
fels furnifhed by the fubjects of the Empire : 
thefe were diftributed in all convenient places in 
the Mediterranean. The Romans had alfo two 
fleets of another kind, which confuted in-fimple 
barks, on the Rhine and the Danube, by whofe 
means they made themfelves matters of thecourfe 
of thole two great rivers. 

As to the land forces, the largeft body the 
Romans had was on the Rhine, which amount- 
ed to eight legions, and overawed Gaul and Ger- 
many. Spain, which was not completely re- 
duced till Augullus's time, was maintained by 
three legions. Juba pollened Mauritania, by the 
gift of the Roman people. Africa, properly fo 
called, had commonly but one legion. On ac- 
count of the war of Tacfarinas a fecond was fent 
thither out of Fannonia, which was foon re- 
turned to its proper province. There were two 
legions in Egypt, and four in Syria. Iberia, 
Albania, and fome other little ftates in thofe 
parts of the eaft, had their own Kings, who were 
under the protection of the Empire. Thrace was 
parted between Rhymetalces and Cotys's fons. 
Five legions guarded the banks of the Danube, 
three in Pannonia, and two in Mefia. In Dal- 
matia were alfo two, which were at hand either to 
join thofe on the Danube, or to come in a fhort 
time to the affiftance of Italy when neceflary. 
Rome, however, was not defencelefs, but fecured 
by three city cohorts, and * nine pretorian. "Dioree- 
Thus the Roman Empire in full peace kept on koni ,en ' 
foot twenty five legions, making, about an hun- 
dred 
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A.R.774. dred and twenty five thoufand men : to whom if we 
■ft.c.23- j om the twelve cohorts that guarded the Emperor 
and the city, the total of the Roman forces will a- 
mount to near an hundred and forty thouiand 
men. And then we muft add the auxiliaries or 
allies, which doubles this number. 

It is proper to obferve, that it was only fince 
Auguftus's.ume that the cuftom of keeping forces 
conftantly on foot had been introduced. As long ■ 
as the republican government continued, the 
Romans only armed when wars arofe; and when 
they were over, difbanded their legions. Never- 
thelefs, befides the alteration in the form of go- 
vernment, the extent of the Empire, and the 
neighbourhood of barbarous nations, would have 
neceffitated the Romans to have had conftantly 
lorces on their frontiers at leaft. 

Another obfervation equallyufeful is, that the 
legions wereconfined to the provinces they guard- 
ed. They palled there the fummer in theneld, and 
the winter in what they called winter-camps. 
For the Roman foldicr was always incamped, 
and never quartered in cities. Of thefe perma- 
nent winter-camps many cities have been made, 
which now fubfift, as Santen in Cleves, Vienna 
in Auftria, and many others. I how refume my 
thread, 
short fcM<h Tacitus, after having given a lift of the Ro- 
of TibniDs'i man forces under Tiberius, prefents us with a 
JTbTrimh A* 01 * ftetch of the government of that Prince, to 
y«. the ninth year of his reign, which is the sera of 

his fatal change, or rather the time when he 
laid afide conftraint, and give way to the ty- 
rannical difpofition that was natural to him. 

He fhewed great regard for the Senate, where 

were determined all public affairs, and all private 

Af moment The Senators of diftinftion were 

allowed 
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allowed free debate 1 and when they lapled into A. R-774- 
flattery, he checked them himfelf, and brought aftt -- 23 ' 
them back to their proper bulinefs. In confer- 
ring preferments he considered nobility, military 
renown, and civil accomplifhments ■, and it was 
generally manifeft his choice could not have been 
better. The Confuls and Pretors had all the ex- 
teriors of their dignities : the inferior magiftrates 
the exercife of their charges j and the laws, ex- 
cept in cafes of high-treafon, were directed .to 
their proper end, the good of the public. 

The revenues of the government were farmed, 
as formerly, by companies of Roman Knights. 
The management of his own finances the Em- 
peror committed to men of probity, whom he 
often knew by reputation only : and when he 
had once taken them into his fervice, he gene- 
rally continued them in an unufual manner, 
lince moft of them grew old in the fame employ- 
ments. 

The populace were indeed aggrieved by the 
dearncfs of provifions, but without any fault of 
the Prince. On the contrary, he remedied, as 
much as poflible, by his care and generality, the 
inconveniences that arofe from the barrennefs of 
the earth, or the difficulty of navigation. Four 7 "*' 1,8 * 
years before Tacitus relates that Tiberius in a 
dearth fixed the price of corn, and gave the mer- 
chants a gratification of two fefterces a bufhel. 
He provided that the provinces mould not be 
opprefied by new impofitions, nor harraflfed a- T "' "* 6 * 
bout the payment of the old. He checked the 
avarice and cruelty of the magiftrates, and Suf- 
fered not the fubje&s of the Empire to be ill treat- 
ed in their perfons, nor expofed to the lofs of 
their fortunes by rapine and injuftice. 

The Emperor's po Hellions thro' Iwly were thin, 
the 
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A.R.' 77+- the behaviour of his (laves modeft, the fteedmen , 
■ft-C. 23. w jj managed his houfe few: and his difputes 
with particulars were decided by the common 
courfe of juftice. 

But b to thefe many good qualities grace was 

wanting. He did good in a Tavage, terrible, 

manner. Yet he did it, as long as his fon lived. 

Tacitus attributes the caufe of it to Sejanus, who, 

while he was but laying the foundation of his 

power, chofe to recommend himfelfby good 

counfels j and who alfo feared the vengeance of 

Drufus, who he knew hated him mortally, had 

he given occafion for complaints againft him. 

M«rte- The Confulihip of Afinius and Antiftius af- 

™« intmft- ^ or ^ s n0 verv conflderable events, except the death 

ingof which of Drufus, of which we mall (peak in another 

«C c^'e- place. The cities of Cibyra in Afia and Mgyra. in 

eh™ 11 in. Achaia, having futFered much from earthquakes, 

*"■ ' ' 3 ' obtained from Tiberius and the Senate an exerhp- 

tion from tribute for three years. Vibius Sere- 

nus, Proconful ofBcetica, a fierce, paffionate, 

man, was convicted of cruelty and tyranny, and 

.banilhed into the ifle of Amorgus, one of the 

~ Sporades. Carfius Sacerdos, accufed of fup- 

plyingTacfarinas when at war with the Romans 

with corn, was acquitted. C. Gracchus cleared 

himfelf alfo from the fame imputation, but with 

fome difficulty. He was the fon of that Sem- 

pronius Gracchus, whofe death we have related 

in the beginning of Tiberius's reign, and he had 

in his childhood been carried by his father into 

the ifiand Cercina, whereto he was banilhed. ' 

He was c there ill educated among fugitives, and 

b Qua: cunCta, sod qtridem comi via, fed horridus acple- 
nimqne formidatus, retinebat tamen, donee moite Dnifi ver- 
tcrentur. 

" Hlk adulcus inter extorres et liberalium aitium nefcios, 
illiterate, 
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Hlieerate, low, people. Having loft all fubfift- aft. C.^j, 
ence by his father's death, he was reduced to AR - 77+. 
fuftain himfelf by a fmall traffic between Africa 
tnd Sicily : nor thus low did he efcape the perils 
of an elevated fortune. If .flilius Lamia and L. 
Apronius, Proconfuls of Africa, had not pro- 
tected his innocence, he had fallen a vi&im to a 
name as unfortunate as illufthous, and to the ca- 
lamity of his father. 

The licentioufnefs of the Pantomimes was now The p*m«- 
grown intolerable. They occafioned all forts of £11™°^, 
disorders, (editions in public, and debauchery in 
private. The Pretors had complained of them 
to the Senate ; and that was all they could do ; 
feecaule Auguftus, as we have elfewhere obferv- • 
ed, had taken from the magiftrates much of £,«,.], 
their power over the players, Tiberius was not "as- 
near fo indulgent to them ; policy at firft made 
him fpare them : but at laft he propofed to the 
Senate to reftrain the infolence of the comedians ; 
in confequence whereof a decree palled for driv- 
ing them out of Italy. 

For by the Senate all affairs were yet tranfacl- c* P ito, in- 
ed : infomuch that the Afiatics having complain- £S^ ri 
ed to the Emperor of Lucilicus Capito, his condemned *_ 
Comptroller in that province, he would have the ^7* Se " 
Senate take cognizance of the affair : and declar- 
ed in exprefs terms, that he had given him only 
the infpeftion of his flaves, and collection of his 
revenues : and that if Capito had affutned .the 
power of the Pretor, and employed military force, 
■he had exceeded his orders; and that the allies of 

bioj per African] et Siriliam mutando fixdidas mcrccs fuf- 
tenf abatur : nee ttmen effugit magna; fortune pericula : ac, 
ni.jElius Lamia et L. Apronius, qui Africam obtiDBerant, 
iniontem proteiiflent, claritudine infaufti generis, etpater- 
nis adveriis foret abftraftu). 

the 
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A. R.774. the Empire fnuft have juftice done them. Ca> 
*ft.C, 33. pito was accordingly profecuted, and condemned. 
Such were then the narrow bounds in which the 
power of the Emperor's intendants were confined -, 
particularly in the provinces where they had fu- 
periors, asPropretorsor Proconfuls : afterwards 
they much extended their authority. 
a T"»pie Afia, avenged of the injuftice of Capito, and 
Afi»toTi- before of that of the Proconful Silanus, teftified 
JjjSjj*' her gratitude by an impious piece of flattery, 
«»re. " " which cuftom authorifed in vain. She defired* 
fte.i»*j- and obtained, leave to erecl aTemple to Tiberi- 
us, and Livia, and the Senate. Nero, d the 
cldeft of Germanicus's tons, made a lpeech of 
thanks on this occafion for the Aflatics to the 
Senate and his grand-father, which was heard 
with tranfports of joy. The audience thought 
they heard, they thought they faw, Germanicus. 
There appeared alfo in the young Prince a mo- 
■*, defty and dignity, worthy of his birth, and which 

acquired an additional luftre from the dangers 
to which he was expofed by the known enmity 
of Sejanus. 
Vu. w. 55. The permiifion to build a temple having been 
i6 ' granted to Afia in general, there arofe afterwards 

great contefts which city in particular, mould 
have the honor. And three years afterwards 
were feen at Rome Deputations from eleven cities 
of Alia, that difputed with one another this glo- 
rious privilege, and alledged their realbns tor a 

d Egrt Nero grates at caufa patribus atqnc avo, Ixtas in- 
ter audientium adfeftiones, qui recent! memoria Germanici, 
ilium adfpiri, ilium audiri rebantur. Aderantque jnveni 
jnodeitia, at forma, principe viro digna, notilineum Sejant 
odjis ob periculum gratiora. Toe. iv. 1 5. 

z particular 
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particular preference. The Senate decided in A.R. 77 +* 
favour of thofe of Smyrna. ■*■ c - **" 

The death of Lucillius Longus much afflifled ^*!*. of 
Tiberius. He was his infeparable friend, and toopli* 
the only Senator who accompanied him in his T, ibe ^"'. , ^^ 
retirement at Rhodes. And therefore, tho* a forwent. 
new man, he received after his death the greateft T <"- '"• 'S- 
honors that could be conferred on a Roman ; a 
public funeral, and a ftatue in the fquare of Au- 
gustus. 

I have already taken occafion to obferve Tibe- Honortdow 
rius's care to obferve and heighten, after Au- 
guftus's example, the dignity of the Veftals. Of 
this he gave a frefh proof this year by granting a 
gratification of * two millions of fefterces to Cor- * A fx>°t 
netta, who had been chofen Superior in the room crowm. 
of Scantia. And it was ordered at the fame time", 
that Livta, when fhe Vent to the theatre, fhould 
fit among the Veftals. 

Ser. Cornelius Cetheous. . 

L. VlSELLIUS Var.RO. jf* Qj*[ 

During the Confullhip of Cethegus and Vifel- Thtmu-of 
lius the Romans were at lafl: delivered from their T * tft '* M " 
long and inglorious war with the free-booter dUmL 
Tacfarinas. 'Till then the Roman generals, T «-"v.»3- 
when they thought they had done enough to de- 
ferve the triumphal infignia, had let him atone. 
Already there were in Rome three ftatues crowned 
with lauref for victories obtained over Tacfari- 
nas, while* potent as ever, he ravaged Africa. He 
had even increafed his ftrength by great numbers 
of Moors, who fled from the dominions of Pto- 
lemy, fon of Juba, a carelefs young Prince, that 
was governed by his freedmen. Therefore his 
fierce iubje&s, difdaining to obey minirters re- 
cent from flavery, embraced readily war and arms. 

Vol. II. S The 
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A.R. 775. The king of the Garamantes furnifhed Tacfari- 
aft. C. 2+. nas w ; t jj f a f e pf aces w harbour his booty in ; and 
afliftcd him too in pillaging, not by marching 
with him at the head of an army, but by detach- 
ing light parties, which were magnified by dis- 
tance and report. From the Roman province 
too came into him all that were indigent and tur- 
bulent ; the more confidently, becaufe Tiberius, 
fuppofing that after Biefus's exploits in Africa 
there were no enemies remaining, had ordered the 
ninth legion back to Fannonia : and Dolabella, 
Biefus's fucceffor, durft not detain it, fearing 
more the orders of his Prince than the hazards of 
the war. Tacfarinas alfo took advantage of this 
circumftance, and had it rumored among his par- 
tifans, that the Romans had other enemies to deal 
with, and were therefore abandoning Africa by 
degrees -, fo that it would be eafy to crulh the 
fmall remainder of them, if all who loved their 
liberty in the nation would unite and make a vi- 
gorous effort. And he accordingly afiembled 
his forces, and fet down before the city of Thu- 
bufcum. 

On news hereof Dolabella took with him what 
- • forces he had about him, and marched againft 

the enemy : and at bis firft approach raifed the 
fiege, by the terror of the Roman name, and the 
advantage his infantry had over people who could 
only fight on horfeback. He afterwards fortifi- 
ed the .advantageous pofts in the neighbourhood j 
and having intelligence that the chiefs of the 
Mufulans meditated a revolt, he feized on, and 
beheaded them. He then formed a plan for ter- 
minating the war : and as the experience of for- 
mer expeditions had taught him, that it was not 
with numerous united forces that he was to afiail 
a rambling foe, he fent orders to king Ptolemy 
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tp come and join him with fome of his trodps j A.R. 775. 

* then divided the Romans into four bodies, com- ■ 2 *' 
manded by Lieutenant-generals andTribunes ; and 
diftributed the Moors into feveral flying camps, 

• under commanders of their own nation. He 
himielf was prefent every where, moving from 
corps to corps, and directing all their motions. 

Soon after thefe meafures were taken, tidings 
came, that the Numidians had fettled, and pitch- 
ed their huts near a ruined fort which they for- 
merly burnt down, called Auzea ; thinking them- 
felves fafe in a place that was on all fides fur- 
rounded by vaft forefts. Dolabella immediately 
fets out with lome horfe and foot, who for difpatch 
carried nothing but their arms ; and who knew 
nothing of their General's defign. At break of 
day the Romans come up with the Barbarians,, 
whom they .awaken with their trumpets and 
fliouts. They advance in good order, the foot 
in clofe array, the horfe divided on the wings j 
all difpofed for battle. The Numidians on the 
contrary were furprized ; and unable even to ufe 
their horfes, which were either tied * by the foot 
to the piquet, or ftraggling at grafs : they were 
unarmed, without order, without concert ; and 
were dragged away, killed, and taken, by the 
Romans, more like flieep than foldiers. Irritat- 
ed by the remembrance of paft fatigues, 'and glad 
of having at laft joined a foe that had fo oft eluded 
the combat, the Roman foldiers glut their venge- 
ance with feas of blood. 

Dolabella, who wanted to end the war, gave 
orders to each company to make fure of Tacfa- 

* Thus Freinfhemius explains itihicb fhew it to have been cuf~ 

Tacitus's prapeditis -equis ; ternary among the Aflyriana 

and confirms his interpretation anrfPerfmiia. 
ly twopaffagts o^Xenophon, - - ■ 

S 2 rinas, 
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A R. 775. rinas, whom every one knew after a purfuit of fo 
aft. C. 24- many years. The Numidian, finding he could 
not efcape, refolved to die like a man of honour : 
and feeing his guards difperfed, his fon a prifoner, 
and himfelf furrounded by the Romans, he ruffl- 
ed headlong among the (howers of darts, and a- 
voided captivity by death. Thus ended this 
war, which had already lafted too long. 

Dolabella d defired the enfigns of triumph, 
but was refufed by Tiberius, left the glory of 
Blefus, Sejanus's uncle, mould fuffer thereby. 
But Biefus was not the more efteemed for this, 
and the refufal of a deferved honor increafed the 
glory, of Dolabella, who with a fmaller army had 
made many confiderable prifoners, killed the ad- 
verfe general, and concluded the war. His vic- 
tory had alfo an extraordinary luftre in the pub- 
lic eye, on account of the unufual fight of Ambaf- 
fadors from the Garamantes at Rome, who came 
to make fatisfadion for the afliftance they had 
given Tacfarinas. 

In confideration of the fervices Ptolemy had 
done the Romans in this war, an old cuftom al- 
pioft extinct was revived, and a Senator was Ssnt 
to him with the * prefents that the Senate ufed 
formerly to make to foreign kings, that is, an 
ivory fceptre, and a purple embroidered robe. 
The Ambafiador was alfo to falute him folemn- 

d Dolabella; petenrj abnuit triumphalia Tiberias, Sejano 
tribrjens ne BIsefi avunculi ejus law obfelefceret. Sed ne- 
queBJsefiis ideo inluftrior, qtkaiciKgttu honor glorismin- 
teodit. Tat. iv. s6. 

* See in Hitloire de U and Maflniffa, bath ancefiori 

Rep, Rom. vol. vi p. 9.' & of this Ptolemy, -u/io imoi tU~ 

j8^. examples cf the like fre~ fctttdtd/nm the Egyptian iiirgr 

Jen/1 fent or given by the Ro- by Cleopatra, autijram Mafa- 

mans to Ptolemy 1'hilopater nulla by Juba hitfatber. 
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ly king, ally, and friend of the Roman people. A.R. 77$. 

The fame year Italy was apprehenfive of a re- * ft,c - *4- 
volt of the flaves. The author of the ftir was g^jj* 
one T. Curtifius, who had been a foldier in one of md. 
the' Pretorian cohorts. This defperado being 
near Brundufium, in a country full of flaves that 
were employed in looking after the cattle and la- 
bouring the grounds, and whom a hard labori- 
ous life made almoft wild and capableof any en- 
terprize, held at firft private meetings, and af- 
terwards ftuck up public invitations to the flaves 
to recover their liberty. Luckily at that time 
came to Brundufium three men of war, deftined 
to efcort the trading veffels in thofe feas. Cur- 
tius Lupus, the Queftor, who was in thofe parts, 
landed the foldiers of thofe fhips, and with a 
fmall troop compofed of them quelled the embryo 
confpiracy before it got any ftrength. The Em- 
peror alfo fent quickly the Tribune Staius with a 
good body of troops : and this officer took and 
carried to Rome the leader of the revolters and 
his chief partifans. Thus tranquillity and fecu- 
rity were reftored to the city, which was greatly 
alarmed, on account of the infinite number of 
flaves in it, and the dayly diminution of its ge- 
nuine commonalty. 

This multitude of flaves, introduced by luxury, 
was one of the great evils and dangers of the 
Empire. Seneca relates, that fomebody having *».*<**, 
propofed in the Senate to diftinguifh the (laves '"'"' 
from thofe that were free, by a difference indrefs, 
the motion was rejected. The e Senate was a- 
ware, fays he, to what danger we fliould be ex- 
pofed, if we made our flaves able to count us. 
Thefe are all the events that the year I am 

* Apparuit quantum periculum immineret, fl fervi noftri 
numtrare nos ccepifienr. Sen. 

S 3 writing 
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A. R.77J, writing of affords out of Rome. The reft of it 
aft. C. 24. turns almoft entirely upon melancholy fubjefts, 
accuiations and condemnations, and moft of them 
unjuft. 
l. Pifo be- L. Pifo, of whom'I have related after Tacitus 
dLM*btf fed fome extraordinary bold anions, borne for the pre- 
faiitn«. fent with great patience by Tiberius, experienced 
9fe.it. ». aE 1^ that tn j s ■ deceitful Prince had a good 
memory. Q^ Granlus accufed him of words pri- 
vately uttered againft the majefty of the Empe- 
ror .; and added, that he kept poifon in his houfe, 
and came into the Senate with a fword under his 
robe. Thefe laft charges were too grofs to be 
credited, and therefore dropped. The other nu- 
merous articles whereof he was impeached were 
heard. Pending the profecution, a well-timed 
death delivered Pifo from an inevitable condem- 
nation. 
ciffius Se- The fate of Caffius Severus, that abufive ora- 
ptrtedTom tor, who made himfelf be-banifhed under Auguf- 
.Cf«cioth« tuS) is fcarce to be lamented. He was confined 
ph« , " to the ifland of Crete, where he might have lived 
at his eafe. But, unable rb curb his fatyrical ge- 
nius, he continued to compote libels there, which 
revived the old enmities againft him, and excited 
new. So that the Senate, on a frefti complaint, 
by a fecond fentence, banithed Caffius in form, 
confifcated his fortune, and tranfported him from 
Eufi.ch™. Crete to the rocks of Seriphos ; where he grew 
■ ' old in the utmoft mifery, having fcarce cloaths 
to cover him. 
pi»uthu5il- Tiberius did about the fame time another aft of 
mnus.who juftjce. Plautius Silvanus threw his wife Apronia 
»ifc*ut of a out of the window, for what caufe is uncertain. 

dieby open- * Sed in animorevolvente iras, etiamfi impetus offenjlonis 
»g his rein?, languerat, mcjnoria valcbat. Tec, 

L.A 7 
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■L.Apronius, his father-in-law, carried him imme- A -*;77S- 
diately before theEmperor, to whomPlautius an- a * tl - ,2 4* 
fwered in confufion, as if not thorougly awake, 
endeavouring to have it believed that his wife had 
killed herfelf. Tiberius inftandy went to Plau- 
tius's houfe, and examined the chamber ; where 
he found the apparent marks of his violence, and 
her refiftance. This he reported to the Senate, 
who took cognizance of the affair ; and Urgu- 
lania, PJautius grandmother, fent him a dagger. 
As (he was the intimate of Livia, it was not 
doubted but that me afted by fecret orders of 
the Emperor. Plautius eflayed to kiii himfelf 
with his fword, but not fucceeding, ordered his 
veins to be opened. Numantina, who had be- 
fore been his wife, was accufed of having difor- 
dered his underftanding by charms and potions; 
but, nothing being proved againft her, was ac- 
quitted. 

The* horrid fpe&acle of a father accufed by ™ ns S(re- 
a fon, terrified foon after the Senate. They were by 'wTibn. 
both named Vibius Serenus. The father, foon ' r ' c - '"■ **■ 
after he left his government of Bjetica, was, as . 
I have related, banilhed into the ifle of Amorgus. 
From thence he was brought to anfwer this ac- 
cufation ; and he appeared in a molt deplorable 
condition, and laden with chains ■, while his fon, 
elegantly, dreffed, gay and confident, at once 
both profecutor and witnefs, opened the romance 
of a confpiracy formed by his father againft the 
Prince, and of pretended fteps taken to make 

f Miferiarum ac fcvitia? exemplum atrox, reus pater, ac- 
cufator Alius, in Senatum indufli funt; ab exfilio retrac- 
es, -illuvieque ac fqualore obiitus, et torn catena vinflus, 
perorante filio pater ; adolefcens multis mundiriis, alacti vul tu, 
jlructas Principi infidias, -miflbfque in Galliam concitore* 
belli, index idem etteftis, dicebat. Tac. 

S4 the 
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AR.77S- the Gauls rife in arms. He involved alfo in th& 
aft. C. 34. affair Cecilius Cornutus, formerly Pretor, whom 
he charged with having fupplied his. father with 
money. Cornutus, unable to fupport the vexa- 
tion of a criminal perfecution, the iffue of which 
a multitude of examples made him believe jnuft 
neceffarily be an ignominious condemnation, kil- 
led himfelf. 

This was an unlucky circumftance to the ac- 
cufed. But 1 far from being difcouraged, turning 
full upon his fon, and making his chains, he in- 
voked the gods, the avengers of filial impiety. 
He befought them to reftore to him his exile, 
where he might live far from fuch wickednefs -, 
and to fignalize their juftice in the punimment of 
his unnatural fon. He aflerted, that Cornutus 
was innocent, and too foon alarmed. " The 
proof of it, adds he, will be clear, if my other 
accomplices are named ; for it is not probable, 
that with one confederate I mould plan the mur- 
der of the Emperor, and the revolt of a great 
firovince. The accufer then named Cn. Lento- 
us and Seius Tubero, two molt illuftrious Sena- 
tors, and intimate friends of Tiberius, one very 
aged, the other very infirm. 
Die. Llvii. Lentulus, who was prefent, laughed at the 
folly of fuch an imputation. Tiberius too was 
afhamed of it, and faid, " I were not fit to live, 
Tat. if Lentulus alfo wifhed my death." However, 

as he hated the accufed, his (laves were examined 
upon the rack, who acquitted him. Then the 
accufer, diffracted with guilt, and afraid of the 
people, who loudly menaced him with the Tar- 

e At contra reus, nihil infrafto animo, obverfus in f.lium, 
qoatere vincula, vocare ultores deos, ut fibi quidem redde- 
rent exfiiium, ubi procul tali more ageret, Llium autcm 
qu an do ij u$ fupplicia fequerentur. 
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pcian rock, or 'die punilhment of parricides, A. R.?7^ 
ftole out of the city. But he was overtaken at "** c - *** 
Ravenna, brought back to Rome, and compel- 
led to go on with his profecution. 

Proof was wanting ; but that was made up 
by the old enmity of Tiberius to the accufed, 
who ", having been inftrumental in the condem- 
nation of Libo, and not having been recom- 
penfed according to his expectation, had com- 
plained bitterly thereof in a letter fent to the Em- 
peror himfelf, which was "wrote in too haughty 
and contumacious a ftyle for proud, touchy ears. 
Tiberius after eight years revived this grievance ; 
and pretended to have reafons for being diffatif- 
fied with Serenus's conduct in that interval > 
" tho', faid he, the obftinacy of his flavcs has 
prevented the judicial proof of it." 

The votes were then taken ; and fome Sena- 
tors being for death, . Tiberius, who was aware 
how odious fuch an illegal feverity would make 
him, oppoied it. Afinius Gallus was for baniflv 
ing him to the ifle of- Gyarus, or that of Donu- 
fa. This the Emperor alfo rejected, : faying, 
thofe two illands were without water, ana that 
the neceflaries of life were to be granted to thofe 
to whom life was granted. So Serenus was carried 
back to the ifle Amorgus. 

On occafion of the filicide of Cornutus, it The inform, 
was propofed, that the rewards promifed by the «« protean 
laws to the informers mould not take place, ^uoVth*' 
when any one accufed of high-treafon prevented ta f di £ t 5™ 
condemnation by a voluntary death. It is eafily ww. 
conceived that the Senate readily came into this 

h Port damnatum Libonem, miffis ad Carfarem litteris ex- 
probraverat, fuuro tanti.m Iludium fine fruflu fuiffe ; aJdi- 
dcratque quadam contumacius, quam tutu in apud aures fu- 
perbas et oirsnfiojii propiores. 

propofal. 
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.A.R.775. propofal. But Tiberias, forgetting his ufual 
aft. C. 24. re f crve) declared refolutely, and even fternJy, 
for the accufers. " The laws then, fays he, are 
to be annihilated, and the commonwealth endan- 
gered. DiiTolve the laws rather, than difmifs 
thofe who are their guardians." Thus ,fays Ta- 
citus ', the informers, thofe public pefts, whom 
the fevereft penalties could not curb, were now 
invited and allured by recompences. 

It is, however, true, that commonly aperfon 
accufed, who killed himfelf, fruftrated, at leaft 
t«. Am. in part, the greedinefs of his accuiers. His for- 
»'■ »■ tune was not then confifcated ; but went to his 
heirs : his will was executed ; and confequently, 
nothing that he left turned to the advantage of 
his profecutors. The law only gave them the 
fpoils of thofe on whom fentence was pafied. 
When there was no conviction, their prey ef- 
caped them. But this always fuppofes that the 
voluntary death of the party put a flop to the 
profecution -, which was ordinarily the cafe \ and 
the Senate in thefe unhappy times would willingly 
have paired it into a law. But Tiberius pretend- 
ed to reierve to himfelf a right both to fully fa- 
tisfy his vengeance, and to abundantly reward 
the accufers -, and in order thereto, to continue 
the profecutions, when he pleaied, to a final fen- 
tence, which ihould have the fame effect as to the 
fortune of the accufed as if he had been living. 
And this we, have feen practifed with refpect to 
ScriboniusLibo andCn. Fifo. 
j>h, -p v*- Even honorary rewards, fuch as ftatues, and 
h/. 1. lviii. triumphal ornaments, were, according to Dio, 
proftituted by Tiberius to thefe informers j that 

i Sic ddatores, genus hominum publico exitio repertom, 
et poenis quideni nunquam fatis coercitum, per prxmia clici«- 
bantur. 'lac. iv. 30. _ 
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is to fay, he laid hold of every little pretence of A. R.775. 
fervices done the ftate to beftow thofe diftinc- aft - c - **■ 
tions on men who had really earned them only 
by their informations. And thele honors be- 
came hereby fo vilified, that fome perfons of 
merit refufed them, for fear of being confounded 
with thole who thus unworthily obtained them. 

In the midft of this accumulation of melan- ■nberaifi*- 
choly events, it was fome confolation and flight £££££ 
joy to have Tiberius forgive C. Cominius, a Ro- who bad 
man Knight, convicted of having made fatyrical ^^Jr*™ 
verfes on him. He granted his pardon at the him. 
fupplication of his brother, who was a Senator. "' "' 3 '* 
For this Tiberius was much applauded; but k at 
the fame time it was thought aftonilhing, that 
he who knew better things, and what glory at- 
tended clemency, mould yet rather choofe the 
ways of rigor and tyranny. For neither did he 
tranfgrefs thro* want of difcernment; nor is it , 
ever too intricate to be diftinguifhed whether the 
applaufes given Princes are fincere, or the effect 
of flattery. Nay, Tiberius himfelf, who upon 
other occafions itudied his words, and whofe 
fpeech feemed to labor whenever he fpoke as an 
advocate for any one, expieffed himfelf with rea- 
dinefs and volubility. 

Tiberius feverely treated P. Suilius, formerly Affiirofs.. 
Queftor to Germanicus. He was a venal man, ^fKrSw 
who had taken money in an affair wherein he c«u». 
acted as judge. For this he was fentenced to be 
expelled Italy. Tiberius was for confining him 

k Quo magis minim habebatur, gnarom meliorum, etqua; 
fama clementiam fequeretur, triftiora malle. Neque enim 
fecordia peccabat ; nee occultum eft, quando ex veritate, 
quando adumbrata lartitij, fafla Imperatorum celebrentur. 
Quin ipfc compofitus alias, et vclut elaflantium verborura. 
iblutius promptiuii}ue cloqucbatur, quoties fubveniret. 

in 
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A.R.775. in an ifland, infifting thereon with fuch vehe- 
«ft. C. 24. mence, that he even fwore that the interefts of 
the commonwealth would otherwife fuffer. This 
1 procedure was then thought too harlh. But the 
fequel juftified it ; when under Claudius the Em- 
peror the fame Suilius, in high favor with that 
weak Prince, abufed his intereft unworthily, by 
felling it to the beft bidder. 

Firmius Cams, the faithlefs friend of Libo, 
to whom he had behaved in the double capacity 
of corrupter and betrayer, was accufed and con- 
victed, of having forged treafonable practices 
' againft his own nftcr. Here Tiberius acted a 
quite contrary part. He moderated the feverity 
of the Senate, which had condemned him to exile j 
and covering by falfe motives his remembrance 
of his paft fervice, he managed fo that he was 
only expelled the Senate. 
T»dws**re- Tacitus, after the relation of thefe events, flops 
JhT^^te- awhile his narration, to make as it were an ex- 
fui m«ta cu f e to his readers for the ungrateful matter that 
mT^wT ne lays before them ; fuch as inhuman orders, 
perpetual accufations, faithlefs friendfhips, in- 
nocent people fufferingthe penalties of the guilty, 
the fame caufes always producing the fame effects ; 
all fimilar, all difguftful. None mud compare, 
fays he, thefe my Annals with the writings of 
thofe who compiled the ftory of the antient Re- 
public. They had fertile fubjects -, mighty wars, 
cities taken, Kings routed and made captives ; 
or, if they fpoke of domeftic affairs, the animo- 
fities between the Confuls and Tribunes, the A- 
grarian laws, the jealoufies and diflenfions be- 

1 QiTod afpere scccptum ad pr*fens, max in laudem ver- 
tit, regrdlb Suilio i qaexa vidit a;tas fequens pt^otencem, 
venalem, et Clandii Principis amicitii diti profpere, oun- 
quam bene, ufuin. 
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tween the Senate and people; noble topics forA.R.77s. 
their eloquence to work on. To me, adds he, *"• c * S4*' 
remains a {heightened tafk, and void of glory ; 
a fteddy peace, or Ihort intervals of war, the 
proceedings at Rome fad and tragical, and a 
Prince carelefs of extending the Empire ; thefe 
are the heads I am reduced to. 

This reflexion of Tacitus is very' juft. It is 
certain that fuch matter is little afljfting, and in 
the hands of a vulgar writer would foon tire. 
But Tacitus's pencil animates and impaffions all 
it touches ; and, if the chief ufe of hiftory is to 
teach the knowledge of mankind, no hiftorian 
has fucceeded better -, for none has deeper pene- 
trated, nor more Jkilfully laid open, the human 
heart. 

He accordingly obferves, that his work may 
be inftructive to thofe who lived under the Ro- 
man Emperors. For, fays he, " few can by their 
own wil'dom diftinguifh between what is honeft 
and what is vicious, what is ufeful and what is 
pernicious ; moil; men are inftrufted by the ex- 
ample of others. 

I will add, that, as the characters of men are 
fundamentally the fame at all rimes, the leflbtis. 
taught in Tacitus's writings fuit all countries, 
and all ages. The judicious reader will make a 
proper application ot them, obferving always the 
eflential difference between a military govern- 
ment and one founded on law j between a power 
always uneafy about the legitimacy of it's origin, 
and therefore fufpicious of virtue itfelf ; and a 
fceptre, whole rights of equal antiquity with the 
nation it governs, are undiftinguilhably blended 
with thofc of the country. 

* Pnuci prudenti.i, honefta ab dcterioribus, utilis ab nox- 
iis, ilifccrniiM; plurcs aliorum evenris docentar. 
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A. R.775. It is proper to obferve, that Tiberius having 
**• p: M* finilhed the tenth year of his reign, did not de- 
mand a continuation of it, like Auguftus, be- 
caufe he had not received the fovereignty like 
him, for a limited time ; but he omitted not to 
exhibit on this occafion games and feafts ; and his 
, example ferved for a rule to his fucceffors. 

A.R.776. ■ Cossus Cornelius Lentulus. 
aft. C. 25. M. Asinius Acrippa. 

Acco&tioo The firft: event that Tacitus relates in the year, 
£tm"t'!L of w h°fe Confuls were Cornelius Coflus and Afinius 
Cordoi. Agrippa, is, the accufation of Cremutius Cor- 
s«,'GB>t dus-, who was arraigned, for that in Annals he 
fljjWflK.xiii. had publifhed he had praifed Brutus, and ftyled 
a^&m. Caflius the Laft of the Romans. ' This was the 
p- "♦■ Panegyric of Brutus himlelf on Caflius, when he 
deplored the death of his worthy collegue. 

It was certainly too bold in Cremutius Cordus to 
treat thus honorably the two greateft enemies of 
the houfe of the Cefars ; but that was not his real 
crime. He had offended Sejanus by fome far- 
caftical exprefiions. He had inadvertently faid, 
"that Sejanus would not ftay till he was lifted 
above all the Romans, but that he was mount- 
ing thither himfelf. And upon placing a ftatue 
of that favorite in Pompey's theatre (which, after 
having been burnt down, as I have above related, 
had been rebuilt by Tiberius) " It is now, cries 
Cremutius, we may truly fay that Pompey's the- 
atre is fallen." 

Sejanus could not forgive him thefe fatyrical 
ftrokes ; and ftt ■ on him two of his clients, or, 

1 Acerrimi canes, qnos ille (Sejanus) ut fibi uni ma 
' omnibus feros, haberet, fanguine humano pafcebat, 
latrare hominera JHcipiant. Sen. 
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as Seneca fays, two of his maftiffs, whom he A. R. 7 76. 
fed with human blood, tame to him alone, and aftC- *$• 
fierce to all the world befides. Thefe two inform- 
ers were called Satrius Secundus and Pinarius - 
Natta. Tiberius, too, did not hide his indigna- 
tion againft a ralh author, who had dared to 
praife men that were now univerfally confidered 
as traitors and parricides. 

Cremutius, perceiving his deftruction refolved, 
determined on death j and having confequently 
no terms to keep, he pleaded his caufe in the Se- 
nate with the utmoft conftancy arid courage, 
" My actions *, Fathers, fays he, are fo inno- 
cent, that my words only are accufed. But nei- 
ther are any words of mine pretended to be 
pointed againft the facred perfons comprehended 
in the law againft high'-treafon. I am accufed of 
having praifed Brutus andCaffius; men whole 
ftories many have wrote, and of whom none have 
fpoken but honorably." Cremutius proves what 
he had advanced by the examples of Livy, Pol- 
lio, Meffala. He alledges the Panegyric of Caco 
compofed by Cicero under the eyes of the Dic- 
tator Cefar, who contented himfelf with anfwer- 
ing it by a fimilar production.' He alfo quotes 
various pieces then in being, Antony's Letters, 
Brutus's Speeches, Verfes of Catullus, all full 
. of opprobrious defamations of Cefar and Auguf- 
tus. " But thefe ' great men, adds he, were pa- 
tient •, they even let thofe writings remain unfup- 
preffed. And in fuch a conduct, I will venture 

b Verba mea, P. C. arguuntur; adeo faftorum innocens 
fum. Tac. 

c Sed ipfc divus Julius, ipfe divus Auguftus, et tulere ifta, 
ct reliquere, hand facile dixerim moderatione magis, an fa- 
pientij. Nam que fpreta exolefcunt, fi irafcare, agnita vi- 
deotor. 

to 
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A. R ; 77<5- to fay, there was as much prudence as modera- 
*k c - 25- tion. For fuch things, when defpifed, are forgot- 
ten ; but if you wax angry, you feem to acknow- 
ledge them true. Moreover, if any thing is 
perfectly free, if any thing exempt from all re- 
ftriction, it is our judgment on fuch as being no 
longer of the number of the living cannot pre- 
judice us either in their favor or disfavor. Am 
I of intelligence with Brutus and Caffius, who fill 
with troops the plains of Philippi ? Or do I fe- 
cond their arms by feditjous harangues? They 
have now above feventy years been (lain ; nor 
■ fubfift but in their reprefentations which the 
victor did not deftroy, and m their characters 
which the hiftorian perpetuates. Impartial pos- 
terity d does every man juftice ; and if I am 
condemned, not only the names of Brutus and 
Caffius will not be thereby obliterated, but even 
mine will withtheir's be co-immortal." 

He then went out of the Senate, in a refolu- 
tion to end his life by abftinence. But he had a 
daughter named Marcia, by whom he was ten- 
derly beloved, who oppofed this determination. 
Her he was obliged to deceive. He accordingly 
bathed, and afterwards ordered fomething into 
his chamber to eat, as was ulual after bathing, 
which he threw out of the window, when his 
flaves had retired, to make believe he had eat it ; 
and declined fupper under pretence of want of 
appetite. The fecond and third days he did the 
fame ? on the fourth his apparent weaknefs be- 
trayed him. Then, feeing his daughter difcon- 
foJate, " My ■ dear daughter, fays he, embrac- 

' Suum cnicjue decus pofieritas rependet ; nee deeront, A 
damnatio ingruit, qui nun modo iirati ec Caflii, fed eiiam 
mei, meminerint. 

• Carifiima, inquit, filia, et hoc onomtoti celata vit3, iter 
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ing her, I have never till now concealed any A. R.776. 
thing from you in my life. But it is all over with aft ' C -*S* 
me. I have entered the paths of death, and have 
made above half my journey. You neither ought, 
nor can, recall me to life." He then ordered 
all the lights of his chamber to be fhut, and re- 
figned himfelf to darknefs. When the news ° 
of his determination had got into the city, the 
public with joy beheld thofe ravenous wolves his 
informers, baulked of their prey. They addrefs 
themfelves, by Sejanus's advice, to the Confuls ; 
they complain that Cremutius was fliping out 
of their hands by a voluntary death} they would 
fain hinder the execution of a defign to which 
they had forced him. While the affair is under 
deliberation, while his accufers prefent petition 
on petition, Cremutius, fays Seneca, had already 
pronounced his fentence of abfolution, and es- 
caped them. * 

Neither Tacitus, nor Seneca, inform us whe- 
ther his memory was profecuted, and his for- 
tune confifcated. But their filence inclines to be- 
lieve that his death put a (top to the fuit. His 
books, however, were ordered to be burnt by the 
Senate. But his daughter carefully concealed Sl „ &JtJ1/ 
them i and fome years after produced and reftor- ad Mm, ' 
ed them to the public. Seneca and Tacitus had c ' ■ 
ibme of them i and if they have fince perifhed, 
they have only fhared the common calamity of 
jnany other valuable pieces of literature. There- 

mortis ingreffus fum, et jam medium fure teneo. Revocare 
me nee debes, nee potes. Sen. 

° Cognito coniilio sjus, public a voluptas erat, quod e feu- 
clbus avidilTimorum luporum educeretur prada. Accufa- 
tores, Scjiino auftore, adeunt Confulura tribunalia, que- 

rentur mor; Cordum, in terp ell antes quid coegerant. Duia 

deliberate, dnm accufatores iierum adeunt, jam illefe abfol- 

Wr VoL.'"il. T fore 
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A.R.776. fore Tacitus with his ufual freedom derides the 
afr. C. 25. 1 ftupidity of thofe who imagine they can by pre- 
fent power extinguilh the light of truth to fuc- 
ceeding times. For on the contrary, fays he, 
prohibitions give credit to writings -, and thofe 
who have exercifcd thefe feverities, have reaped 
no other fruit from it, than infamy to themfelves, 
and glory to the perfecuted writers. 
I ^ nr °' The paflion for accufing was fuch, that Dru- 
fus, Germanicus's fecond fon, having been ap- 
pointed Governor of Rome during the Latin 
feftiva!, which was a mere nominal office, and 
the fhadow of a Magiftracy, the firft time the 
young Prince afcended his tribunal, one Calpur- 
nius Salvianus prefented himfelf, and defined 
^ave to profecute Sex. Marius. The indecency 
of which proceeding mocked Tiberius himfelf, 
and occasioned the banifhment of Salvianus. 
JJJLjS B" 1 Vibius Serenus, the impious accufer of 
by the put. his father, brought a falfe charge with impunity 
k« h»tKd, a g a i n ft Fonteius Capito, formerly Proconful of 
Afia. He was worfted 5 for the accufed proved 
his innocence •, yet q the forgery drew no penalty 
on Serenus. The public hatred made him fecure. 
For, fays Tacitus, audacious informers became 
in a manner facred and inviolable perfons. Only 
thofe who did their bufincfe by halves were fome- 
times furrendered to punifhment. 

p Quo magts focoTdinm coram irridere libct, qui prafen* 
ti potentia credunt exftingui pofle etiam fequentis xvi me- 
moriam. Nam contra pnniiis ingeniis glifcit aufloritasi 
nequc aliud exrerni Reges, aut qui c:dem fsviriJ ufi func, 
nifi dedecus fibi, aiquc iHisgloriam, peperere. Tac. 

<i Neque tame.T id Screno uoxx fuic, quern odium publi- 
cum tutiorem fi;ciebat. Nam ut quis deflriftior accufator, 
»clur facrofanclus erar ; kves, ignobiles, pcenis adficieban- 
VK. Tac.tr. 36. 

About 
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About the fame time the furthermofl: Spain A.R. 776. 
befought the Senate by it's Ambafiadors for "*■ c - a S; 
leave, after the recent e'xample of Afia, toereift. no t™nfe^ 
a temple to Tiberius and Livia. Tiberius, who toi, ' vc * 
did not live upon chimeras, and whole [ judg-cdn hi»in 
ment was fufficiently folid to contemn vain ho- Ss " a ^ 
nors, laid hold on this occafion to explain his mo- 
tives for condefcending to the defire of the Afi- 
atics, and to refute thofe who cenfured him for 
giving into vanity. "I know, Fathers (fays he) 
that many imagine that I deviated from my 
principles, in confenting lately to the requeft of 
the cities of Afia. For which reafon I am glad 
of this opportunity to lay before you the reafons 
of my acquiefcence then, and the rules that for 
the future I am determined to obferve. Augus- 
tus having permitted the inhabitants of Perga- 
mus to found a temple to himfelf and the city of 
Rome, I, with whom all his actions and words 
have the force of laws, the readier followed this 
refpectable example, as the Senate was to fhare 
the worih'ip pretended to be paid me. But if a 
Prince is to be excufed for having once accepted 
of fuch honors, on the other hand, to fuffer 
himielf to be confecrated as a divinity in every 
province, is an exccfs that might be juftly taxed 
with vanity and pride ; and the incenfe offered 
Auguftus will lofe it's value, if flattery prodigally 
multiplies fuch honors. For myfelf, Fathers, I 
acknowledge, and take you for my witnefies, 
that I •am a mere mortal, fubjecT: to every weak- 
nefs of human nature, and abundantly honored by 
holding the firft place among men. And 1 defire 
that pofterity may know that this was my way of 
thinking ; and it will do my memory fufficient 
right, if it judges me to have been worthy of 
t Valid us fpernendis honoribua. 

T 2 my 
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■A.R. 776. my anceftors, watchful of your interefts, «n- 
*ft-C.*j. moved in perils, and fearlefs of undeferved en- 
mities when the good 6f the public was con- 
cerned. Thefe are ! the temples I am ambitious 
of; which may in your breafts endure for ever y 
whereas thofe that are built with hands, if their 
idol is hated by pofterity, are defpifed, and con- 
fidered as fepulchres. All my prayers, therefore, 
to the gods and goddefies are, that they would 
grant me to the end of my life a fpirit undifturb- 
ed, and intelligent of human and divine duties * 
and t wilh my fellow- citizens, our allies, and 
mankind, may retain an honorable remembrance 
of me when I am dead." 

I doubt whether there is an inftance of a hea- 
then, who, in Tiberius's circumftances, has fpoke 
with fo much judgment and wifdom. Nothing 
remained to be defired but that he had fmcerely 
exprefied his fentiments. Notwichftanding few 
approved of the modefty of his difcourfe : fome 
thought that he declined divine honours becaufe 
he apprehended that they would not be continued 
after his death : and others attributed this refu- 
fal to degeneracy of fpiric. And man's wifdom 
is fo confined, and the moft irrational pride fo 
natural to him, that Tacitus, that fenfibie wri- 
■ ter, does not feem to difapprove of the opinion 
ofthelaft. Ke expatiates at leaft comptai&ntly 
enough on their reafons. " The c moft virtuoui 

» Hsec mihi in animis veftris templa : ha: pulchcrrirra: effi- 
gies, et manfurai Nam qua- hxo Itruuntur, (i judicium po- 
fterorum in odium vertit, pro fqwkhris fpcrnuntur. 

' OptomoiquippeiiiOnalium atfiflirca cupere. Sic Hercu- 
lem et Liberum apud Gracof, t^uirinum apod nos, deum, 
.ruimero additos. Melius Augnfitim, qui fperaverit. Cetera 
^(■incipilius ftatim adciTe : unum inftitiabijiwr parandum, 
pfofperam fa'i memoriam Nam contemptu lintx, concemni 
virtutc*. '.'tf. iv. 38. 
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of mortals, faid they, covet the moft exalted ho- A R. 776. 
nours. Thus Hercules and Bacchus among the aft,C ' 2 *' 
Greeks, and Quirinus among us, were railed to 
the rank of Gods. Auguftus.too was to be com- 
mended for hoping to attain to the like honour : 
and his expectation was anfwered by the temples 
erected to him throughout the provinces. All Tac - l ^ % - 
other gratifications princes presently procure : 
one only is to be purfued infatiably, the glory of 
an eternal name. By contemning fame the virtues 
that procure it are contemned." Thus was made, 
I will not fay the panegyric, but the apology of 
a facrilegious folly, that transferred to weak mor- 
tals the worfhip due to God the Sovereign 
Creator. 

This year Tiberius began to think ferioufly of Hefortifio 
retiring into the country, and there living far J^'ron'to 
from Rome. Sejanus perfuaded him thereto, with i«™ Rome, 
a view of making himfelf more abfolutely matter 
of affairs, and even of the Emperor's perfon : 
and an incident that proved very difagreable to 
Tiberius gave great weight to his favourite's ar- 
guments. . 

Votienus Montanus, a Narbonian by birth, a 
man of celebrated wit, but incapable of keeping 
it in due bounds, and the ' Ovid of the Orators, 
was accufed of high treafon before the Senate. 
Among the wirnefTes, one was produced that was 
in the fervice, who with a foldier's freedom, 
thinking of nothing but loading the accufed, 
fpoke all he knew, without reflecting that he re- 
peated things that were very injurious to the 
Emperor. It was in vain that he was interrupted, 
or that clamors were raifed ro filence htm, he 
only perfifted with the greater obftinacy : fo that 

r Solebat Scaurus Montanum inter ora tores Qvidium vo- 
care. Sat. Coalrev. iv. i8. 

T 3 Tibc- 
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A.R.776. Tiberius was informed of what was faid of hirfl 
afi.C. zs- j n p r i vate j f the odious names given to him \ 
and of the difadvantageous conftroc~tions put on 

his conduct and ad mini IT ration. He was fo ftruck 
therewith, that he cried out, That he would in- 
ftantly clear himfelf ■, or at fartheft before this 
fuit was determined : And the entreaties of thofe 
about him, and the flatteries of ail the Senators, 
could fcarce calm him. And tho' he feemed 
cafy for the prefent, yet he never forgot what he 
heard; and this remembrance gave. him great 
difguit to the affemblies of the Senate. Votienus 
&fih.chn*. was condemned, andbanifbed to the Baleares j 

where he died foon after. 
Tiberiurt Tiberius, who was very obftinate, having 
Lrabd. learnt on this occalion, that he was reproached 
with feverity againft the accufed, refolved to be 
more rigorous than ever. A lady named Aqu'illia, 
being indided of adultery, the Conful elect, Len- 
tulus Getuhcus, fentenced her to the punishment 
* prefcribed by law. But the Emperor would 
have her banifhed : and he ftruck Apidius Mer- 
cula out of the lift of Senators, for not having 
fworn to Auguftus's ordinances. Two years be- 
fore he had by a new hardflaip deteriorated the 
B»,t.Uii. condition of exiles, whofe licence and luxury 
Auguftus had fufficiently curtailed. Tiberius de- 
P", '• l«- phved them of the power of making wills. 
Death of Lentulus Getulicus, father of the Conful elecT: 
wiic U U i ) u foi"J ufl: fpokcnof, and L. Domitius, both died this 
ofL. Deny- year. Lentulus c not only drew his luftre from 

"' '"' M ' * I( "PP™" that Auguftus's properly fo called. A per/on ty 

lain, which is meant hire, only Relegation loft not the rank or 

: fvtftnbed in cafes of adultery rights of a Raman atUum,<wbieb 

the penalty of Relegation, 'which 'were forfeited by hanijhmtnt, 

was Ic/sfewre than banifhment, or interdiction off re endmjater. 

' J-entulo, f U p er confuiatun, e t friumphalU dc Gatulis, 

his 
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his high birth, the honour of the Confulfhip, and A.R.776. 
the triumphal ornaments for his victories over the aft - c - 2 S- 
Getulians : But what particularly exalted him in 
the opinion of all juft raters of merit, were po- 
verty long borne with honour, and afterwards 
riches virtuoufly acquired and modeftly en- 
joyed, 

Domitius was not fo eftimable, tho* more il- 
luftrioufly defcended. Mention is made in the 
Hijioire de la Republique^ of his grandfather, who 
was killed at the battle of Pharfalia ; and of his 
father, who, after the battle of Philippi, was for 
fome time mafter of the fea, and afterwards 
joined Anthony, whom he deferted juft before 
the engagement of Actium, to go over to Au- 
gustus., The Domitius we are now fpeaking of Sue! - &' ,r - 
married the eldeft daughter of Anthony and Oc- * Tl 
tavia, and had by her Cn. Domitius, who ef- 
poufed afterwards Agrippina, and was father of 
the Emperor Nero. He fignalized himfelf in war. 
He paflpd the Elb, and penetrated farther into 
Germany than any of his predeceflbrs ; for which 
he received the triumphal infignia, But his con- 
duct and manners were altogether blarneable. In 
his youth he valued himfelf on the fcandalous ex- 
cellence of being a good coachman. He was ar- 
rogant, prodigal, intractable -, while he was only 
Edile, he obliged the Cenfor Plancus to give 
him the wall. In the games he exhibited as Pre- 
tor and Conful, he expofed on the ftage Roman 
Knights and women of- quality. He alfo gave 
combats of gladiators, that lafted many days j 
and with fuch cruelty, that Auguftus, after hav- 
ing in vain reprimanded him in private, by an or- 
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A.R.776. dinancc put a ftbp to the exceffes. His fon was 
aft.C. 25. fti|] mo re vicious than him. 
Dathof l. L. Antonius died alfo at Marfeille, the unfor- 
Anwnim. tunate heir of a great family. He was fon of Ju- 
v ' )ius Antonius, who was put to death by Augu- 

ftus for committing adultery with Julia. His mo- 
ther was Marcella, daughter of Oclavia, and 
confequently he was a near relation of Auguftus, 
This prince fent him, when very young, to Mar- 
feille, under pretence of his ftudying there. And 
there L. Antonius died, as I havejuft mentioned, 
in relegation. His memory was however ho- 
noured by a pompous funeral ; and his' afh.es, by 
a decree of the Senate, depofited in the tomb of 
the Oftavii. 
M«n>ffairi The provinces furnifh us with a few fafls that 
ofihepro- are not very important. The inhabitants of Cy- 
■r*.*. 36 zicus were again deprived of their liberties, which 
• s*'"a * Auguftus, after having taken them away, had 
coitub,ub- reftored to them. They were accufed of negli- 
d« the years g ence - m tn e religious ceremonies inftituted in 
7J* 737- t jj£j r c j [ y j n nonour f Auguftus ; and of vio- 
lences committed on fome Roman citizens. The 
Lacedemonians and MefTenians drfputed for the 
poflefTion of a temple of Diana, furnamed Lim- 
netis. They were heard con trad ictorily in the Se- 
nate, and the MefTenians earned, their caufe by 
the authority of ancient titles. The Citizens of 
Segeftum in Sicily applied for a re-eftablifhment 
of the temple of Venus, on mount Eryx, which 
was falling to ruin. They made the beft of their 
relation to the Romans, and their common ori- 
gin from Troy and Eneas. Tiberius heard them 
with fatisfaflion ; and undertook himfelf the re- 
conftrudion of the temple, as being of the blood 
of the goddefs Venus, who was the founder of the 
Julian houfe. The inhabitants of Marfeille peti- 
tioned 
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tioned for a confirmation of the bequeft of the A.R.776. 
eftate of Vulcatius Mofchus, a Roman exile, to aft - c '?S- 
their republic, of which he had been admitted a 
member. They brought tthe famous example of 
Rutilius, whom thofe of Smyrna had made free 
of their city, tho' in banifhment. And they car- 
ried their caufe. 

In Spain, L. Pifo, Pretor of the province, was J- P> r ° »t 
aflaflinated by a Termeftinian peafant. The mur- $£%£* " 
therer difpatched him with-one blow ; and, as he T4c.iT.4j. 
had a fleet horfe ready, rode off to the mountains, 
and efcaped his purfuers by plunging into the 
bye-paths. He was not at firft known. But his 
horfe, which he let 'go when he had gained the 
mountains, being taken, difcovered him. He was 
found out, and put to the rack to learn his ac- 
complices. But in the midft of the tortures he 
cried out, in his own language, that it was in 
vain they endeavoured to force him to confefs j 
that thole who were in the fecret might fafely 
irand by and be witneffes of his torments and con- 
stancy -, for that no pain mould extort from him 
a difcovery. Next day preparations were made 
for racking him again. But as he was bringing 
back, he fuddenly fprung from his guards, and 
dafhed his head againft a wall with fuch force that 
he expired inftantTy.. It was thought that the aflaf- * 

fination of Pifo was the effect of a confpiracy of 
the Termeftinians, whom he treated with a rigor 
that was infupportable to Barbarians. 

Cn. Lentulus Getulicus. aft_ rj. 26.' 

C. Calvisius. po„^sJ 

binm makct 

Thrace, agitated by commotions, and reduced *"™ th * 
to fubmifiion by Poppeus Sabinus, afforded that a »d rS 
General the triumphal ornaments, during the'^,"' 1 ""- 

C'On- merits. 
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A.R. 777. Confulihip of Lentulus Getulicus and C. Calvi, 
■ft.C.26. fiuSi 

1 The Thracians were ,in general a fierce peo- 

ple ; but particularly fuch of them as inhabited 
the mountains, who breathed nothing but war, 
and could not bear flavery. They had been al- 
ways aCcuftomed not to obey even their own 
Icings, but fo far as their caprice dictated j and if 
they affifted the Romans with troops, it was only 
againft their neighbours, and they were then un- 
der their own captains. They would not there- 
fore fuffer the. Romans to takeaway their ftouteft 
men and inlift them among their troops • and 
they were particularly alarmed by a rumor, that 
they were to be difperfed into diftant regions, fe^ 
parated from 1 one another, and blended with (bl- 
diers of other countries. However, before they 
took up arms, they fent Deputies to Poppeus, to 
declare to him, that they were friends to the 
Roman people, and difpofed to obey them, pro- 
vided they were not overburthened by new im- 
pofitions : but that if they were to be treated like 
flaves, they let him know that they had a nume- 
rous youth, arms, and courage; and were de- 
termined upon liberty or death. At the fame time 
they pointed' to their forts founded on precipices, 
into which they had conveyed their old men and 
women ; and threatned a difficult, dangerous, and 
bloody war. 

Poppeus gave them gentle -anfwers, till he had, 
put himfelf in a refpe&able condition. When 
Pomponius Labeo had brought him a legion 
from Mefia, and Rhymetalces had joined him 
with a body of loyal Thracians, he marched with 
all his forces united againft the enemy. He eafily 
drove them out of the open country, where the 
boldeft of them had pofted themlelves ; and 
there 
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there fixed his camp. But he found more diffi- *-R- 77£ 
culty in attacking a fort built on the ridge of a aft - c - **■ 
hill, and defended by a great number of thefe re- \ 

bels, fome of them armed, and the reft fupply- 
ing.their want of weapons by a double portion of 
courage. His camp was not far from them : and 
as he faw the molt refolute of the enemies come 
out of the fortifications, Tinging and dancing in 
their barbarous manner, he detached againft them 
his archers ; who having approached too near, 
were routed by a brifk unexpected tally ; and 
had like to have been furrounded, but for the 
precaution the Roman General had taken of keep- 
ing ready to affift them a body of Sicambrians, 
a German people not lefs impetuous and boifter- 
ous than the Thracians. 

He found that it was abfolutely neceiTary to 
befiege in form people that were determined to 
defend themfelves to the, laft ; and advanced 
nearer the fort, leaving in his old intrench menu 
the auxiliary Thracians, who were ufelefs in' a 
fiege. Them he permitted to ravage the country, 
to put all to fword and fire, and to plunder what- 
ever they could -, provided their pillage was con- 
fined to the day, and that they pafied the nights 
in the camp, which they were to fecure by keep- 
ing a good guard. Thefe orders were at firft ob- 
ferved ; but in a little time the Thracians, en- 
riched by plunder, chofe to enjoy their opulence. 
Wine and good cheer had invincible attractions 
for that nation. They abandoned themfelves 
thereto, and confequencly to negligence : and, 
inftead of corps-de-gardes and fentinels to fecure 
the camp, nothing was to be feen but men ex- 
tended on the ground, and intoxicated with li- 
quor. 

The 
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A. R..777. The enemy had intelligence of this diforder, 
*h. C. z6. aflc ] ma d e proper advantage of it. Having divid- 
ed into two bodies, and fixed on the night as the 
mod favourable time for a furprize, they at the 
fame time attacked the Roman camp, and thofe 
Who were ravaging the country. The attempt on 
the camp was properly a falfe attack, in order 
to employ the Romans, and hinder them from 
knowing the danger ot their allies. And they 
fucceeded, and cut in pieces, with all imaginable 
cafe, their faithlefs countrymen. For they found 
them laid along the entrenchments, or difperfed 
about the country 1 and they made the greater 
{laughter of them, as they considered them as de- 
ferters and traitors, who had united with the op- 
preffors of their country to reduce it to fervi- 
tude. 

Thus they fated their vengeance, and that 
was all the fruit of their fuccefs. The Roman 
General did not therefore remit the fiege. He 
raifed his batteries, played his machines, and by 
cutting off all communication between the be- 
fieged and the country, reduced them to want. 
They particularly fuffered from thirftj having 
but one fountain for them all, both foldiers and 
ufelefs mouths. Their horfes and beafts of bur- 
then, which were fhut up with them, perilhed 
for want of forage : and their carcaffes, mixed 
with the bodies of men dead of chirft or their 
wounds, not only Clocked the fight, but infect- 
ed the air. 

To thefe diftreffes difcord accrued. Some, quite 
difheartened, were difpoled to furrender ; de- 
fpair made others furious : and thefe taft were 
alfo divided, part of them being for fuicide, and 
more for feeking -death in the midft of the ene- 
my. Each of thefe parties had its leader. Dinis, 
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a venerable old man, whom long experience had A.R. 777. 
taught the power of the Romans in arms, and aft ' C - a6 * 
their clemency in victory, not only advifed a fur- 
render, but fet them an example by fubmitting 
with his wife and children to the victors. He was 
followed by all that were weak thro' fex or age, 
and by fuch, fays Tacitus, as had a greater paf- 
fion for life than glory. Tarfa and Turefis, who 
were at the head of the two other parties, did 
alfo thenifelvcs what they advifed others. Tarfa, 
crying with a loud voice, that as foon as one was 
determined not to furvive liberty, the (horteft 
way to death was the beft ; and that one's hopes 
and fears were to be at once extinguifhed ; buried 
his fword in his breaft: nor were there wanting 
thofe who imitated him. 

Turefis, accompanied by fuch as chofe to fell 
their lives dearly, ftayed for night; and then 
made a vigorous fally, and brifkly afiaulted the 
Roman camp. Poppeus was .prepared for it, and 
had given all proper orders. But the natural fury 
of the Thracians, heightened by defpair, made 
them perform wonders, and force the intrench- 
ments in fome places. They were not, however, 
able to maintain their ground. And valor and 
conduct at laft triumphed over blind rage: fo 
, that after the engagement had lafted all night, 
the Thracians were beat back to their fort, which 
they were forced to deliver up. Other circum- 
jacent caftles furrendered alfo. But fome remained 
unreduced. However, the fudden, rigorous win- 
ter of mount Hetnus, obliged the Romans to re- 
tire from their imperfect conqueft j which did 
not hinder Poppeus from obtaining, as I faid, the 
triumphal ornaments. 

This year Tiberius executed at laft the tTefign ^sRi*™ 
he had long formed of quitting Rome for ever. *«««*•, 
He<7-«.iv. ST.* 
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A.R. 777. He took for a pretext the dedication of two tern- 
»ft C. 26. p^ one to Jupiter at Capua, and the other to 
Auguftus at Nola 1 and fet out accordingly for 
Campania, Sejanus's couqfels, as I have faid, 
contributed to his taking this refolution. But 
fince after the death of that minifter he continued 
in his retreat fix whole years, it is plain that he 
had motives of his own, independent of Sejanus's 
impulfe. 

Thefe Tacitus inveftigates. And the firft he 
afligns is, that Tiberius, aftiamed 7 of his cruelty 
and debauchery, ftrove to hide in folitude, what 
in deeds he proclaimed. Befides, he was naturally 
gloomy ; and during his recefs at Rhodes, had 
got the habit of living fequeftered. Some have 
imagined that the deformity of his perfon, in no 
very advanced age, made him uneafy, and de- 
termined him to avoid ihewing himfelf. For tho* 
he was not then above fixty-feven, and of a good 
conftitution, yet was he grown very lean and 
decrepid, which ill agreed with his exceflive 
height. His head too was bald, and his face (6 
ulcerous, that he was generally feigned to ufe 
plafters. 

Another motive was the haughtinefs of his 
mother, who grew every day more infupportable 
to him. He difdained (haring the government 
with her, and knew not how to exclude her to 
whom he owed the Empire. She, on her fide, 
took care to reproach him with her fervices, and 
to remind him that it was me who hindered 
Auguftus from preferring Germanicus to him. 
This foured the intercourfe of the mother and 
fon, till they came to a rupture on the following 
occafion. 

>' Sxvitiam ac libidincm quum fafiw promeret, locts occnl- 
tantem. 

Livia 
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Liviahad dcfired Tiberius to make a judge of A. R 77?- 
anew citizen whom flie patronized ; and after ihe**^.^' 
had often repeated her requeft, hetoldheratlaft,ii, 
that he would not do it, unlefs fhe would confent 
that on the roll which contained the names of 
the judges mould be wrote, that the nomination 
of this man was a favor which his mother had ex- 
torted from him. This extremely provoked Li- 
nia i who in her paflion drew out of her cabinet, 
where (he kept her moft valuable things, an old 
letter of Auguftus, which me read to him y in 
which that Prince complained to her of the rug- 
ged intractable temper of her fon. Tiberius was 
fo piqued at this home ftroke, and her having fo 
long prefcrved that letter foF-fo malicious an ufe, 
that he determined to leave Rome for good. 

He fet out with a very fmall train j accompa- r*e. 
nied but by one Senator, Cocceius Nerva, a Con- 
fular perfon and great lawyer ; and fome Knights, 
of which but two were of eminence, Sejanus and 
Curtius Atticus. He had alfo with him a few 
men of learning, moftly Greeks, with whofe s<m. rd. 
converfation he intended to amufe himfelf. For 1 ™ - 
he was himfelf a man of letters, but odd in learn - 
' ing as in every thing elfe; obfcure and affected 
in his ftyle ; fond, not of good authors, but of 
writers that were fcarce ever heard of; and a 
lover of mythology to childifhnefs, fo that he fa- 
tigued thofe who made profeflion of it by ridicu- 
lous queftions, fuch as who was Hecuba's mo- 
ther, what name Achilles went by when in wo- 
man's cloaths in the ifle of Scyros f and others 
equally futile, which no-body knows, -nor de- 
fires to know. 

At his departure it was rumoured, that accord- *»■ '«■&• 
iog to the afpeft of the heavens, and the predic- ,i" 
tions of the Allrologsrs, he would never return 
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A. R.777. to Rome ; and this opinion was the caufe of the 
aft. C. z6. deftru&ion of many, who thence concluding 
that he would die foon, and confequently taking 
the liberty of talking and acting without con- 
straint, experienced that be did not want time to 
.exercife his cruelty. For he lived eleven years 
longer, without ever re-entering Rome ; tho' he 
often came to the foot of the walls. Upon which 
Tacitus, always credulous in Aftrology and Divi- 
nation, admires "how near the art was to mif- 
takiBg. Whereas we ought rather to be furr 
prifed that it came fo near the truth. 

Tiberius's age, and his averfion for his capital, 
were the fources of the marvellous difcovery of 
the Aftrologers ; and when they found he outlived 
their expe&ation, they were, without doubt, more 
aftonifhed than any body at the accomplifhment 
©f dieir prediction. 
T^r.i*. 67. Tiberius, when he quitted Rome, forbad by a 
,,""' ' * decree, that was publicly ftuck up, his quiet to 
be interrupted by any one ; and wherever he went, 
foldiers were polled to prevent his being ap- 
proached. Thus he travelled all over Campania. 
But not finding himfelf yet folitary enough, and 
conftrained by the light of cities and men, hav- 
ing dedicated the two before- mentioned temples, 
he, the next year, quitted the continent, and 
went into the iOand of Capreas. 

A R 778 M. Licinius Crassus. 

afi'.C zj. - L. Calpurnius Piso. 
Hefcitiesin This ifland, which the long refidence of Tibe- 
c«jrw° f r ' us nas ma de fo famous, was altogether adapted 
to his intention of concealing himfelf. It is fur- 

1 Fatuit breve eorifiniuin artis ct falfi, veraque quam ofe- ■ 
fcuris tegerentur. 

ronnc'-ed 
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rounded with rocks, and accefiible but by one A. R. 778. 
place, fo that no-body can land unfecn. It is af: - c - *?• 
aJfo a delicious habitation ■> for the winters are 
mild there, becaufe it is defended by a moun- 
tain from the north winds; and it is refreflied in 
the fummer by the weltern gales j it looks on , 
the gulf of Naples, whofe coaft made a charm- 
ing profpect before it was disfigured by the ra- 
vages of mount Vefuvius. It's circuit is, ac- pa-.s. 6, 
cording to Pliny, about forty miles ; and Tibe- 
rius built there twelve pleafure-houfes, that had 
each it's proper name. 

I faid, that it was chiefly folitude, and diffi- AGa«mjn 
cutty of accefs, that made Tiberius relifh this tSSIS? 1 * 
ifle j and the adventure of an unfortunate fifher- Sm.'ta. I*, 
man proves it. This man, having clambered 
over fome fteep rocks to bring the Emperor a 
prefent of a fine large mullet he had taken, and 
having appeared before him unexpectedly, Ti- 
berius, difpleafed with the furprize, *ordere,d his 
face to be rubbed with his fifli ; and as the poor 
fellow, while under the execution of the tyran- 
nical order, felicitated himfelf for not having 
alio brought a large lobfter that he had likewife 
taken, Tiberius was fo inhuman as to take ad- 
vantage of the intelligence to increafe his punilh- 
ment, by fubftituting the lobfter to the mullet, 
which let his face in a gore of blood. 

Tiberius had fought this retreat to get free T ibmm »- 
from constraint. He was tired of curbing, as he i™*»» 
had hitherto done, his paflions and vices. Now iXitnce, 
he was determined to live at his eafe \ * and as imeni ^" rf 
much as he had formerly applied himfelf to public tCSoft in-. 
bufinefs, fo much did he now deliver himfelf up ( ' J " 
to idlenefs ; which he only interrupted to do ill. 

y Quanta intenttis olim fiublicas ad cuia? , tanto octuttior 
in lomset malum jjtium refolutus. fa:, . 
Vol. II. U He 
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290 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS, 
A.R. 778. He fo totally renounced the adminiftration of 
aft. C. 27. affairs, that from this time he did not fill up the 
«£"' ' ' vacancies of the judges ; he neither changed the 
military officers, nor the Governors of the pro- 
vinces that were near -, he left Spain and Syria 
many years without Proconfuls ; and he fuffered 
the Barbarians to infult the frontiers on all fides, 
with as much difhonour as danger to the Empire. 
His only bufinefs was pleafure. He even cre- 
ated a new office in his houfhold under that title, 
and made a Roman Knight, named Cefonius 
Prifcus, Intendant of his pleafures. 
pj?*.iIt.m, He had always loved wine and good eating ; 
** and from his firft campaigns had fubjected him- 
felf to jefts on that fcore. "When he became 
Emperor he did not mend. Suetonius relates, 
that at the very time when a reformation of 
manners was thought of at Rome, Tiberius fpent 
two days and two nights at table without inter- 
ruption, with Pomponius Flaccus and L. Pifo. 
And he rewarded thefe companions of his de- 
bauchery afterwards, by making one Governor 
of Syria, and the other Prefect of the city j and 
he was not afhamed to own his motives in their 
patents, wherein he called them agreeable friends, 
and friends of all hours. In his recefs at Caprea:, 
he gave a loofe to this failing, not only unworthy 
of a Prince, but of any man of reputation. We 
may guefs at what he did in this vice, by the ho- 
nors he beftowed on thofe who diftinguilhed 
themfelves in drinking, or inventing good cheer. 
««.»».«. He was curious to fee, and contemplated with 
admiration, one Novellius Torquatus of Milan, 
who, valuing himfelf on an accomplifliment 
more befitting a porter than a Pretor, as he had 
Sma. been, could wallow at a draught three congii, 
that is, near ten pints of wine. He preferred 
for 
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JbrQueftor before very illiiftrious candidates a A.R. 778. 
namelefs man, who,. by his invitation, had emp- **■ C ' z ?\ 
tied at an entertainment an .amphora of wine, 
which contained above four and twenty pints. 
And another had from him a gratification of two 
hundred thoufand fefterces for a dialogue, in 
which he introduced the mufhroom, becafigo, 
oyfter, and thrum, difputing the prize. 

I do not mention another fort of debauchery 
yet more fhameful, nor the beftialities by which 
this impure old man has for ever ftigmatifed the 
ifle of Capres. Suetonius, whofe pen has taken 
the liberty to trace the detail of thefe horrors,' 
has been defervedly blamed by the graveft au-. 
thors, and has merited to have'Bayle for his 
apologift. 

When Rome was in perfect peace, a fudden and Fifty thon- 
inftantaneous misfortune deftroyed a greater num- J^™ 
ber of Romans, than would have fallen in a bloody wounded by 
defeat. At Fidena, one AtUius a freedman, under- j^JJ^"' 
took to exhibit a combat of gladiators -, and as he atre. 
did it, not out of oftentation of his wealth, nor **• "' 6l * 
to get reputation, but out of hopes of a fordid 
gain, he was faving in the building of his am- 
phitheatre, and neither made it's foundation 
ftrong enough, nor it's timber fufficiently folid. 
The paffion of the Romans for fpe&acles was 
now irritated by the aufterity of Tiberius, who 
was weaning them from fuch pleafures. The 
proximity of the place alfo invited them. So 
that moft of the inhabitants of Rome, men and 
women of all ages, thronged to Fidena. The 
edifice was not able to fuftam fo enormous a 
weight. Part of it fell in with the fpeftators -, 
while fome of it's ruins burft outwards, and 
crufhed thofe who were gathered round it. The 
TJ 2 cala- 
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A.R. 778. calamity was terrible ; many • were inftantly" 
aft.e.27. ^ned, and they at leaft efcaped long torments. 
Thofe were more to be pitied, who, dangeroufly 
wounded, and bereft of part of their bodies, 
were yet not forfaken of life; and who, befides 
their own affliction, fuffered alfo for their wives 
or children, whom they faw by day, and by 
night could diftinguifh by their lamentations. 
When the news of this fatal accident had fpread, 
an infinity of perfons came to the fpot to look 
for, or deplore, one his father, another his bro- 
ther or friend. The alarm in Rome was excef- 
five : all thofe who had friends or relations ab- 
fent, trembled for them ; and the dread greatly 
exceeded the reality of the mifchief, in itfelf 
prodigious. For the number of thofe who were 
killed or wounded by the fall of this amphithe- 
atre amounted to fifty thoufand. 

The ■ doors of the grandees were thrown open 
to the unfortunate wounded, whom they aflifted 
with furgeons and medicines. And at that junc- 
ture, the city, tho' forrowful of afpect, recalled 
the memory of ancient times ; when, after great 
battles, the Senators took into their houfes, artd 
by their liberality, relieved the wounded. To 

* Et illi quidem quos principium ftragis in mortem adfUx- 
erat, at tali forte, cruciatum effiigere. Miferandi magi) quos 
abrapta parte corporis, nondum vita deferuerat : qui per diem 
vi/ii, per noftem ululatibus et gemitu, conjuges aut liberos 
nofcebant. Jam ceteri fanu exciti, hie fratrem, propinquum. 
ille, alius parentes, lamentari. Etiam quorum divers.i de 
■ causa aniici aut neceilarii aberant, pavere tamen : neque 
dum comperto, quos ilia vis perculiflet, latior ex incerto 
metus. Tac. 

" Sub recentem cladem patuere Procerum domus; fo 
menta, et medici patlim prxbid : futtque urbs per illos dies, 
quanquam mcefla facie, veterum inftitutis ilmilis, qui magna 
poll prxlia faucios laigitione et cura fuftentabant. Tac. 

prevent 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



TIBERIUS. . 393 

prevent the like difafters, the Senate decreed, A. R.778. 
that no one mould exhibit combats of gladiators, afti c - *** 
who was not worth * four hundred thoufand fef- • About 
terces ; and alfo regulated the proper precautions ££££ 
about the foundations of the amphitheatre. Ati- 
lius was punifhed by eitile. 

The agonies from this deadly blow were yet a toriUa 
recent, when Rome was again afflicted by a ter- **j. ( J c '^' 
rible fire, which confumcd all the quarter of rofity. Fiat- 
mount Celius. The fuperftitious vulgar, look- sJj,°/. the 
ing on the year as unfortunate, found the caufe 
jof it in the Frince'-s abfence ; who, they faid, had 
fet out with bad omens. But Tiberius ftifted 
thefe murmurs by his generofity. JHe indemni- 
fied the proprietors of the houfes that were burnt ; 
and h that without waiting for entreaty or follici- 
tation, and without any perfonal confederation. 
Thofe who had no intereft, and were even un- 
known at court, were fent for, and paid the ne- 
cefiary (urns for rebuilding their houles. A mu- 
nificence fo worthy of a Prince, did Tiberius 
great honor ; and he was formally thanked for it 
Isy the Senate. And to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the Emperor's liberality, it was even 
propofed to change the name of mount Celius, 
.and to call it for the future mount Auguftus. 
But this denomination was not lafting. 

Hitherto all was right ; but now flattery began 
to interfere. A ftatue of Tiberius, (landing in 
the houfc of Junius a Senator, had efcaped the 
flames j doubtlefs, becaufe great care had been 
taken of a thing, the neglect of which would have 
been hazardous. This event was exalted into a 
miracle. It was obferved, that the fame thing 
had happened to Quiritia Claudia, whofe ftatue, 

c Sine ambitione aot proximorum pretibus, ignotos etiam 
et ultra accitos munificenti! juverat. 

U 3 twice 
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Z.C. 778. twice fpared*by the flames, had been confe- 
aft. C. zy. crate d j n tnc tem pi e f the mother of the gods. 
Thence it was concluded, that the Claudii were 
favorites of heaven, and that a religious refpeft 
ought to be paid to a place where the gods had 
given fuch fignal- proof of their concern for the 
Emperor. Such was the bafenefs of the Roman 
Senate. 

A.R.779. Ap. Junius Silanus. 
aft.C. zS. P. Silius Nerva. 

Ktvoitof The year that followed Tiberius's retreat into 

^ e fcfnwn tnc i^ e °f Capreje affords us proof of what we 

lofla. have laid, after Suetonius, concerning the indif- 

i*c. it. 71. f erence f the Emperor about the incurfions of 

the Barbarians, and the dilhonor of the Roman 

name. For the Frifians revolted ;> and the oc- 

caflon of their rifing is remarkable. 

They were a poor people, from whom Drufus 
had exacted no other tribute than certain ox-hides 
for the foldiers bucklers and machines of war. 
Thefe they quiedy paid, till avarice and exaction. 
embittered the yoke that they patiently bore. The 
ftrength, thicknefs, and fize of the hides they 
were to furnifli had never been fixed. One O- 
lennius, formerly firfl: Centurion of a legion, 
having been appointed Governor of Frifia, in- 
filled that the hides of wild bulls mould be the 
. models of thofe of the tribute. This was tying 
the Frifians to impracticable conditions, as the 
wild beafts in the German forefts were very 
large, and their domeftic cattle very fmall. 
Finding it therefore impoffible to obey this new 

• Valerius Maximus (1. i. places the firft in the year of 
C. 8.) gives us the dates of the/i RorDczuhichivecounttJiej^i/, 
. two pretended miroclei i and tad the other in the year 754. 

law, 
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Jaw, they firft parted with the herds themfelves -, A.R.779. 
next refigned their lands ; and at laft furrendered *"' c - * 8, 
their wives and children to bondage -, in payment 
of the rigorous exaction. Hence murmurings, 
and complaints ; and when thefewere difregard- 
ed, a recourfe to arms, and a feizureof the fol- 
diers that came to levy the tribute, whom they 
hanged on trees. , Olennius himfelf only efcaped 
their fury by flight into the fort of Flevum *, 
which was fituated, as the name demon fixates, 
on the moft eaftern mouth of die Rhine, and 
well garrifoned. ■ There the Frifians befieged 
him ; but railed. the fiege at the approach of A- 
pronius, Commandant in the lower Germany, 
who defcended the Rhine with confiderable forces; 
and prepared to defend their own country. . 

Apronius entered it, having thrown bridges 
over the marines that covered it. He foon came 
up with the enemy ; and an engagement enfued, 
in which he made a capital miftake. For inftcad 
of fending at once a body of troops fufficient - 
to produce a great effc dr., he only detached fmall 
parties of horfe and light foot, who, coming up 
one after another, were inevitably beat ; and at 
terwards terrified and difordered thofe that were 
advancing to fupport them. At laft, the fifth 
legion was obliged to be fent entire againft the 
rebels ; and it brought off all thofe little detach- 
ments that were in danger of being cut off. 
The Frifians were then repulfed ; but the loft 
was confiderable on the Romans fide, who left 
on the field of battle many Officers, Tribunes, 
Prefefts, and Centurions. 

" See -what bus been /aid afoul the jmtftitm of /i* Rhine W 
tfo lffcl, hoik it, under the year 740, 

U 4 Thi* 
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A.R.779. This blow was not the only one the Romans 
aft. C. zS. rece i vet ] f rom tne Frifians. At fome diftance 
from this action nine hundred foldiers were en- 
tirely cut to pieces. And in another place four 
hundred were reduced by them to mutual (laugh- 
ter, to prevent failing into their hands. And 
things continued in this fituarion ■■, Apronius, 
not daring to revenge thele difgraces and lofies ■, 
and Tiberius diffembling the knowledge of them,' 
r left he mould be obliged to employ fome Gene- 

ral of fenfe and fervice. The Senate, continu- 
ally expofed to the cruelty of the Prince, and 
bufied about its own dangers, was little anxious 
about diftant evils on the frontiers. 
Agiippini, This year Tiberius married Agrippina, Ger- 
crrmam- manicus's daughter, to Cn. Domitius, the Nobi- 
t" r *'™"ri(j'lityof whofe paternal blood .was yet fctoff by the 
to Cn. Do- honor of belonging to the Imperial family by his 
?"f"iv. 7S . mother's fide, who was eldeft daughter of Octa- 
*'««jvn-. 5, via. But he degraded himfelfby an haughty 
temper and odious manners. He was yet a child 
when accompanying youngC. Cefar into the eaft, 
he killed one of his freedmen, becaufc he would 
not drink as much as he ordered; for which 
crime he was removed from about that Prince -, 
but he did not grow more moderate. Riding 
full fpeed thro' a town in the Appian road, he 
chofe to demolilh a child that he faw rather than 
ftop or turn afide. At Rome, in the forum, he 
put out the eye of a Roman knight, who took 
more liberty in a difoute with him than he liked. 
He was unjuft and faithlefs, buying things at 
public Tales that he would never pay for : and in 
his Pretormip he defrauded of their pay the con- 
ductors of the chariots in the circus. At laft, be- 
ing accufcd of treafon, feveral adulteries, and in- 
ceft with his own hfter Pomiria Lepida, in the 
clofe 
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clofe of Tiberius's reign, he efcaped condemns- AJi. 779. 
lion but by the death of that Emperor. Agrip- ***■ C ' 28 - 
pina, we know, did not yeild in vice to fuch an 
hu(band. So that c he might well fay, that from 
him and that Princefs, nothing could be born but 
ibme monfter ' fatal to the human fpecies : and 
his prediction was but too well verified by the 
crimes and cruelties of Nero their fon. 

The marriage of Agrippina was preceded by Dmthrf j - 
the death of Julia, her aunt, and grandaughter jjj.* p°nd- 
ofAuguftus, who had been baniihed by him, as daughter, 
has been elfewhere faid, for adultery, into the ifle "'"' 7I * 
of Trimetus on the coaft of Apulia. d She lived 
twenty years in relegation, fupported by the 
bounty of Livia, who, fays Tacitus, after hav- 
ing by dark plots ruined all her hufband's family, 
affected public ihew of companion for misfortunes 
of which me herfelf was the caule. But was not 
Julia by her bad conduct the true caufe of her mi- 
Jery^? and if there were vanity in Livia'saffiftance, 
was not that ftill better than a cruelty that might 
have let her languish in want ? We teach men, 
and Princes particularly, to do ill, when we are 
not thankful for thole good actions they do, but 
pry into their fecret intentions for fomething to 
decry them. 

I Ihall mention here the death of Q. Haterius, D*»tb of Qj. 
tho' it happened two years before. - He lived 'till h"™"]- - 
he was near ninety ■, and had a greater reputation ^uenre. 
for wit and eloquence than for dignity and noble E focjfe 
fentiments. We may recollect ibme ftrokes of 

1 Prafagio fuit Domitti vox, negantls quidquam ex fe et 

Agrippina, nifi detfftabile « malo publico nafri potuifle. 
Suet. 

1 Illic viginti annis exiilium toleravit, Augufts ope 

fultentata : qua; floretues privignos qnum per occultum fub- 

venhTet, mifeiicordiam erga adfli&os palata oftentabat. Toe. 

his 
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A.R. 779. his flattery. His eloquence was much efteemed 
•ft. c - z8 - in his life time ; but it did not fupport an equal 
Si«.cl»im, reputation in writing after his death. His talent 
kZ'.Ef. x\. was an aftonifhing eafe and volubility of dif- 
courfe. He faid whatever he would in choice 
language, and with great extent of thought. He 
fpoke readily, never ftopped, never hefitated -, 
but proceeded in an equal manner from the be- 
ginning to the end. But as he was incapable of 
governing himfelf, he wanted e , as Auguftus 
iaid, to have bis wheels trig*d. And as he knew 
his failing, he employed the affiftance of a freed- 
man, who ufed to keep by him when he fpoke, 
and let him know when he had fumcientry infilled 
on a point, and when, on the contrary, he might 
retouch a topic : and, what is wonderful, Ha- 
terius had always fufficient command over himfelf 
to follow ftep by ftep this man who led him, as 
it were in a firing. It is very conceivable that an 
orator of this kind might appear inferior to him- 
felf when he was no longer to be heard, but to 
be read. He had f indeed more fire than judg- 
ment! and as the elaborate compofitions of ci- 
thers flourifti 'after them, fo the melody of voice 
and fluency of words that were peculiar to Hate- 
rius died with him. 

AR. 780. C. RUBELLIUS GlMINUS. 

nfi.C. 29. C. FttFlUS Gp.minus. 

Uvi»'sdesih. Under the Confuls Rubelluis and Fufius, Li- 
"" ch , i n ? t " via died, at the age of eighty fix. She had been 

gratitude of 

ber Ibn pCT ° I * Auguffus optime dixit; Haterius nofler fiifflaminandm 
Tic ». i. el- Sen. Ctntr. 

Sua. Tib. ' { Scilicet impetn magis qaam cnra vigebat : utque alio- 
J** .... rum meditatio et labor in pofterum valefcit, fie Hatcrii cano- 

called 
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called fince Auguftus's deceafe Julia Augufta, AJL r 8 ^ 
which names that Emperor conferred on her when **" C " *•■ 
he adopted her by his will. Thus to the nobility 
of the Claudii, from whom the defcended, and to 
thatoftheLivii, into whofe family her father had 
been adopted, fhe added chat of the Julii, which 
was become the firft houfe in the world. 

Her virtue is never called in queftion in hifto- 
ry, unlefs we condemn her marriage with Au- 
gustus, as being contracted in fuch circumftances 
as might give room to criticifm and fufpicion. 
In other things Tacitus acknowledges > that 
fhe equalled in her conduct, the moft virtuous 
matrons of antiquity, whom fhe furpafied in po- 
ll tends: me was an imperious mother, a com- 
plaifant wife, well comporting with the nice 
arts of her hufband, and the diffimulation of her 
fon. 

Her refcmblance to this picture, which is of 
Tacitus's drawing, is confirmed by the ftrokes 
of other hiftorians. Suetonius fays, that the 
Emperor Caligula, who had wit enough, to 
exprefs Livia's cunning and fubtlety, often called 
her h Uljjfes in petticoats. According to Dio, . 
being once alked by what fecret Jhe had attained 
fo much influence over Auguftus : " My fecret, 
anfwered fhe, is very fimple. I have always be- 
haved prudently. I have ftudied to pleafe him. 
And I have never been indifcretely curious, nei- 
ther about affairs, nor even his galantries, of 
which I have affected to be ignorant." The 
fame writer praifes her for having been an afylum 

t Sanftitate domQs prifenra admorem, comis ultra q«am 
antiquis feminis pro bat nm : mater impotens , uxor faeilis, rt 
cam artibus mariri, fimulatione £lii, bene comp ofita. 

k Vtyflein ftolatum. Suet.CaHg. 23, 

CO 
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A.R. 780. to many Senators in their adverfities, for having 

aft. C. 29. brought up .the children of fome of them, and 

for having affifted others in difpofing well of 

their daughters : noble ufcs of her power and. 

riches. 

But ambition was her vice. And tho' I do not 
think it is proved from hiftory that me removed 
by fword and poilbn all obftacles to her fon's ele- 
vation ; yet it is not to be doubted but that Ihe 
was paflionately defirous of having him Emperor, 
and that in order thereto fte made her advantage 
of all the accidents, diforders, and vices, that 
deprived Auguftus of partofhisfamily, and ren- 
dered the reft odious to him. 

However, the immoderate ambition of the mo- 
ther was properly puniflied by the ingratitude of 
the Ion, who, not to mention the other difgufts 
he gave her, faw her but once from the time he 
left Rome to her death, that is during the fpace 
of three years; and who was hard-hearted enough 
not to vifit her in her laft illnefs. Neither did 
he attend her funeral, which was not fumptuous, 
but excufed himfelf, in a letter to the Senate, on 
account of the multitude and importance of pub- 
lic affairs, while he rioted in his pleafures, to 
which his mother's death brought no interrup- 
tion. 

Livia's funeral encomium was pronounced from 
the roftra by C. Cefar her great grandfon, after- 
wards the Emperor Caligula : and fhe had little 
more honor paid her memory. For as to thole 
which the Senate decreed in great number, and pro- 
bably very cordially, Tiberius took caretoreduce 
them fufficiently ; and exprefsly forbad her be- 
ing confecrated as a Divinity, faying it would be 
contrary to her own choice. Not that he was 
«ot more religious, but only more malicious, 
than 
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than Claudius, who afterwards ordered divine A.R. 7 8<x 
honors to be paid to Livia, whofe grandfon he aft - c - 2 9- 
was. Tiberius would not even fuffer a triumphal f"'' ow ' 
arch to be raited to Livia, tho' the Senate had di», 
ordered it. But, aware of the indecehce of op- 
, pofing the decree, he thought of an expedient ; 
which was to undertake himfelf its conitru&ion. 
But he never fet about it ; and thus the Senate's 
decree was rendered ineffectual. 

I,ivia's will wasalfo neglected and annulled by 7<w. *$««•• 
her fon. Far from paying her legacies to her 
friends, Tiberius ftudioufiy maltreated them : 
and condemned a Roman Knight of her court to 
the pump, the fame thing as at this time to the 
gallies. Galba, afterwards Emperor, was of too Su*. Cofi, 
high a rank to be fo ufed. But Tiberius defraud- s " 
ed him of a very considerable legacy left him by 
Livia, becaufe the fum was not all exprefied in 
words. On this pretence he reduced it to a 
tenth; which he never paid. He ihewed his 
ungrateful, malicious, difpofition in the firft let- 
ter he wrote to the Senate after Livia's death. 
He therein cenfured thofe who by infipid com- 
plaifance insinuated themlelves into the good 
graces of women. Fufius, then Conful, was 
the perfon he aimed at. For Fufius ' was high- 
ly favoured by Livia ; and, being a man of wit, 
ufed to enliven converfation by biting farcafms 
on Tiberius. The great, fays Tacitus, do not 
foon forget fuch offences ; and accordingly they 
cofl: Fufius his life foon after. 

•After Livia's death, Tiberius's government Tiberim** 
became more fevere and tyrannic than ever. She ?°I" nn ' ent . 
had parried many a blow, becaufe Tiberius had m™", ni . 

uic than ever. 
' Is gratia Augolbe flonierat, dicax idem, ct Tiberium 
acerbis facetiis inridere folitus ; quanun apu i pnepoteotcs in 
longuia memoria eft. Toe, 

not 
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A.R. 780. not been abJe to get rid of an old habit of paying ' 
aft. C. 29. a deference to his mother's defires ; and Sejanus 
durft not crofs her. Her death freed them both 
from conftraint ; and inftantly appeared the un- 
juft and inhuman orders againft the widow and 
eldefl: fon of Germanicus. But this fact implies 
the whole feries of Sejanus's intrigues ; which it 
is now time to unravel. 



SECT. II. 



Origin and fortune of Sejanus. His ambitious pro- 
ject's. His character. He poifons Drufus, ft- 
berius*sfon. Tiberius' s refolution at bis fan's death. 
Suffered of infenfibiUty. Honors decreed to the 
memory of Drufus. His funeral. Another man- 
ner of relating Drufus' s death ; refuted by Tacitus. 
Vices imputed to Drufus. His genero/tty. Gene- 
ral ajfetlion for the family of Germanicus. Seja- 
nus undertakes its ruin. Flattery of the Pontifs 
to Nero, and Drufus. Tiberius's complaints, 
aggravated by Sejanus. Stints and Sofia bis wife 
accufed and condemned. Moderation and wifdom 
of Man. Lepidus. Regulation for making ma- 
giftrates refpenfible for the extortion of their wives 
in their governments. Sejanus ajks leave of Tibe- 
rius to marry Drufus* s widow. Tiberius refufes 
him, but with great gentlenefs. Sejanus infpires 
Tiberius with the defign of retiring from Rome. 
Claudia Fulcra accufed by Domitius Afer. Agrip- 
pind's complaints on that fubjeSt. Domitius Afer 
more efteemed for bis eloquence than his probity. 
Agrippina demands of Tiberius to be remarried. 
He makes her no anfwer. Agrippina, deceived 
by Sejanus's emijfartes, imagines Tiberius has a 
deftgn 
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iefign to poifon her. Adventure that tncreafes 
Sejanuts credit vtitb Tiberius. Sejanus fets about 
defraying' Nero, Germanicus's eldeji fon. Quin- 
tilius Varus accufed by Domitius Afer. Guards 
fet over Agrippina and Nero. Titius Sabinus, 
who was attached to them, perijhes by fignal infi- 
delity. Faitbfulnefs ofSabinus's dog. His accu- 
fers punifbed fame time after. Flattery of the Se- 
nate. Tiberius and Sejanus permit the Romans 
to come and pay their court to them. Tiberius 
writes to the Senate againji Agrippina, and her 
fon. His Utter is ineffectual. Another letter 
from Tiberius. Hiatus in Tacitus. Condemna- 
tion of Agrippina, Nero, and Drufus. Tiberius 's 
perfidy and inhumanity to Afinius Gallus. Enor- 
mous power of Sejanus. Tiberius, apprifed by 
Antonia of Sejanus" s depgns, at loft opens his eyes. 
To lull him into a falfe fecurity, he loads bimwith 
honors^ and names him Conful with himfelf. Se- 
janus is received with infinite refpetl into Rome. 
TibeHus's artificial conduit in ruining bim. 
Death of Nero, Germanicus's eldeft fon. Tiberi- 
us* s Utter to the Senate agatnft Sejanus. Sejanus 
ts arrefted, and carried to prifon. He is put to 
death. His children perifh with him. Death of 
Apicata, former wife of Sejanus. Uvilla's death. 
Some of Sejanus* s partifans majfacred by the people. 
Houfes plundered by the Pretorian guards. De- 
cree of the Senate againji Sejanus' s memory. Ti- 
berius refufes the honors decreed bim. Preaching 
of Jefus Cbrift. 

SEJANUS is univerfally known for the Origin and 
moft famous example of the prodigious rife, sd!^. of 
and terrible fall, of a favourite who abufed his t«. ».'». 
power.. He was born at Vulfinii, aTufcancky, D "> l > s ™- 
and his father was Selus Strabo, a Roman Knight, * 
2 He 



^.iizai^Google 



304 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

He muff, have been adopted into the family of the 
Elii, iince he was called L. -fl£lius Sejanus. 
Rumor accufed him of having difhonoured his 
youth by debauchery and a criminal complai- 
fance for Apicius, for which he was well paid : 
a fit beginning of a life fullied with every crime. 
He was at firft a follower of C. Cefar, Auguf- 
tus's grandfon j afterwards his father, being 
made Prefect of the Pretorian guards, obtained 
leave to affociate him as his collegue ; and in a 
Ihort time refigned it wholly to him, having 
himfelf been made Prefect of Egypt. 

The place of Prefect of the Pretorian cohorts 
was inconfiderable originally, as has been ob- 
ferved in the reign of Auguftus it's inftitutor. 
Sejanus was the firft who increafed its power, by 
affembhng in one camp, out of the walls of the 
city, all the ten cohorts, which before was dif- 
perfed not only in the different quarters of Rome, 
but even in the neighbouring villages. His de- 
fign in this was to have them altogether at his 
beck ; and to make them by their union more 
confident in themfelves, and more formidable to 
the reft of the Romans. But to cover this he 
alledged various pretences, fuch as the benefit of 
difciplihe, which could not be properly kept up 
among troops divided into fmall parties j the pre- 
ferving the foldiers from the corruptive debau- 
cheries of the city : and the advantage of having 
an immediate, great, affiftance in unforefeen 
wants and dangers. 
Hi. mbhu Thefe meafures were taken aga'mft Tiberius, 
mi prqeat. wno f c pj ace Sejanus propofed to ufurp, yet this 
Emperor conceived no jealoufy. Tho' he was 
diftruftful k , dark, and impenetrable to every 

* Tiberium variis artibns divlnxit adeo, at obfeurura ad- 
body 
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body befides, his blind credulity for his faithlefs 
minifter was prodigious. Tacitus is aftonifhed 
at it, and attributes fo furprizing an effect, not 
to the artifice of Sejanus, who at laft fell a victim 
to the, cunning of Tiberius, but to the anger of 
the gods againft the Romans, to whom the pro- 
fperity and adverfity of that favourite were equal- 
ly fatal. Tiberius' s blindnefs lafted many years; r 
and Sejanus had time to make an infinite num- 
ber of creatures both among the officers and fol- 
diers under his command, and alfo among the 
Senators, by advancing in a civil and military 
capacity thofe who were devoted to him. Ti- 
berius in no Ihape oppofing him j but on the 
contrary feconding his traiterous defigns with fo 
much readinefs, that not only in converfation, 
but even in his difcourfes to the Senate and peo- 
ple, he called him the companion of his labors -, 
and permittee! the ftatues of Sejanus to be placed 
and honored in the theatres, public places, and 
even the camps of the legions. 

Sejanus had all the necefiari.es to form one of Histh««- 
thofe great villains that are capable of over- 
turning ftates and occafioning the moft terrible 
revolutions! ' His perfon was hardy and equal 
to fatigue ; his fpirit daring and difiimulative ; 
he was able to blacken others, and recommend 
hlmfelf j and alike fawning and imperious when , 

rerfus alios, fibi uni incautum inteftumque efficeret ; non 
tan (blettia (quippc iifdem artibus viclus eft) quam deum . 
ira in rem Romanam, cujus pari exitio viguit ceciditque. 
Toe. 

1 Corpus illi laborum tolerans, animus audax, fui obte- 
gens, in alios qriminator : jiixta adulatioet fupcrbia : palam 
Compolitus pudor; intus fumma apifcendi libido; ejuf- 
que caufa modo largitio et luxus, fajpius induftria ac vi- 
gilantia, haud minus noxix, quoiies parando regno fingun- 

Vol. II. X neceflaryj 



3, g ,1,zed by G00gle 



3 o6 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

ncceffary } with a modeft exterior, and an in&- 
. ciable ambition. He fometimes employed in his 
views profusion and luxury j oftncr activity and 
diligence, qualities laudable in themfelves, but 
Very pernicious when afiumed by the ambitious. 
'* ftf Ti Thus circumftanced Sejanus durft hope for any- 
muf.'fmi'. thing: but when he formed his projeft, related 
by Tacitus under the year of Rome 774, he had 
infinite obftacles to vanquifh ; the houfe of the 
Cefars was full of heirs, the Emperor's fon at 
the age of manhood, his grandchildren growing 
up. To attack by force fo many Princes at 
once would have been too hazardous ; plots and 
intrigues required rime. On 'the laft Sejanus 
refolved, and to begin with Drufus, againft 
whom he was tranfported by a frefh motive of an- 
ger. For in a conteft that lately arofe between 
them, Drufus, naturally paffionate, and long 
prejudiced againft an obfcure man by whom he 
found himfelf rivalled, Ihdbk his fift at him : 
and the minifter having been inlblent enough to 
return the threatning gefture, the Prince gave ' 
him a blow on the face. 

•• Sej anus's ambition fpurred by revenge made 
him caft about for every method to deftroy Dru- 
fus. And the readieft feemed to apply to Livil- 
la, the Prince's wife, and Germanicus's filter, 
who from an uncomely perfon in her childhood 
became afterwards a beauty. Sejanus a pretend-, 
ed to be defperately in love with this lady, and 
obtained his ends of her. A woman who has 
granted the laft favour can deny nothing. There- 

m Hone, ut amore incenfusi adulterio pcllexit : et pcft- 
<juam primi flagitii potitus eft, (neque femina amifla pudici- 
tia alia afanuent) ad conjogii fpom, confoitiumregni, ecne- 
eem mariti, impuJit. 3Vk. 

fiar* 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



TIBERIUS. 307 

fore Sejanus ■, when he had enticed her to this firft 
iniquity, prompted her to others. He pretend- 
ed a great defire to marry her, and have her his 
partner in the Empire ; but then in order there- 
to it was neceflary to get rid of her. hufcand. 
She refufed nothing : and thus this Princefs n , 
great-niece of Auguftus, daughter-in-law of Ti- 
berius, the mother of children by Drufus, dif- 
honoured herfelf, her ancestors, and her pofte- 
rity, by a criminal correfpondence with a burgher 
of Vulfinii ■, and all to exchange a certain gran- 
deur in pofleffion for purfuits altogether uncer- 
tain and flagitious. Eudemus, phyfician and 
confident to Livilla, was afliimed into the guilty 
fellowfhip, and lent to a deteftable crime the mi- 
niftry of his profeffion, which gave him frequentj , 
unfufpefted, accefs to the Princefs : and Sejanus, ' 
to avoid giving any miftruft to Livilla, divorc- 
ed his wife Apkata, by whom he had three 
children. 

The execution of fuch a plot met with una- Ttt.hr. f, 
•voidable delays, from fears, intervening obfta- 
cles, and the neceflary alterations of meafures 
when difconcerted. But Drufus haftened his 
deftru&ion, by flying out on every occafion a- 
gainft Sejanus, whole power and pride he could 
no longer bear. He complained of the Empe- 
ror, Who, tho' he had a fon, lhared the govern- - 
Aent with a ftranger. " And how little wa&r 
wanting to his being declared his Collegue ? The 
* firft advances to Sovereignty, added the Prince, 

8 Atque ilia, cui avunculus Auguftus, focer Tiberius, ex 
Drufo liberi, feque et majores et rofteros municipali adultero 
fecdabat; ut pro honeftis et pra^entibas, flagitiofa et incerta 
•xfpeflaret. lac. 

Priraasdominandi (pes in arduo: ubl fis ingrefliis, ad> 
efl'e Audia et roinjftros. 

X % arc 
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are difficult and perilous : but, when the ambi- 
tious are once entered, parties and inftru merits 
are ready to eipoufe them. Already a camp is 
formed for the Prefect of the guards, and the 
foldiers are delivered into his hands ■, his ftatue 
is feen in Pompey's theatre ; and he had entered 
into the alliance of the Imperial family, had not 
death taken away his daughter's deftined hufband. 
What hopes have we now but in his modefty ? 
we may think ourfelves happy if he refts content- 
ed where he is." Thefe difcourfes of Drufus 
were public ; but even what he faid in private 
in his own family was by his wife reported to bis 
enemy. 

Sejanus grew alarmed ; and refolved to pro- 
craftinate no longer. He chofe fuch a poifon, 
as by operating gradually, might preferve the 
appearance of a natural diftemper. The eunuch 
Lygdus, a favourite of Drufus, and one of the 
chief officers of his houfhold, adminiftered the 
potion to him, as was learnt eight years after by 
the declaration of Apicata, and the confeflions 
of Lygdus and Eudemus from the rack. 
Titetius'i Drufus's illnefs lafted many days, during which 
hi.";""™ "Tiberius, who was then at Rome, (for the facts 
it»&. I am now relating are prior to his retreat to the 
ifle of Capreae) did not at all intermit his ordina- 
ry occupations, and came conftantly to the Se- 
nate. He even went thither in the interval be- 
tween his fon*s death and funeral. The Confuls, 
to (hew their grief, were not feated in their ufual 
place. But the Emperor put them in mind of 
their dignity and ftation. He aifo ftopped the 
fighs and tears of the Senators, not only by his '' 
exhortations and example, but alfo by a fpeech, 
uttered without hefitaiion. He told them, 
that 
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" p That he was not ignorantthat he might becen- 
fured for having fo foon after fp great a lofs be- 
held the face of the Senate. That the generality 
of mourners could fcarce endure the company of 
their relations, fcarce bear the light. That he did 
not tax fuch with weaknefs : but for himfelf, he 
hoped to find in the arms of the Commonwealth 
confolations more becoming a great heart." He 
then lamented his mother Livia, who in her old 
age had received fo fenfible a mortification. 
And added, that be himfelf was advanced in years, 
that Drufus's fons were extremely young ; and 
deiired that Gprmanicus's fons, the only allevia- 
tion of the prefent evils, might be introduced. 

The Confuls went out of the aflembly ; and 
having found in the porch of the Senate-houfe 
Nero and Drufus,, Germanicus's two eldelt fons, 
they comforted, and encouraged, the young 
Princes ■, brought them in ; and prefented them 
to the Emperor. Tiberius took them by the 
hand, and addrefling himfelf to the Senate 'j 
" Fathers, fays he, after the death of my fon 
Germanicus, I committed thefe orphans to the 

p Non quidem fibi ignarum poJTe argui quod cam recenti 
dolors iubicrit oculos fenatus. Vix propinquorom alloquia 
tolerari, vix diem adfpici, a plerifque lugentium. Nequc 
illos imbecillitati; damnando9. Se tamen fbitiora folatia c 
complexu Rcipublici pctivifle. Miferatufque Auguita: cxtre- 
mam fene&am, rudctn adliuc nspotum, et vergeniem xtacem 
fuam, ut Germanic! liberi, nnica praefentium malorum le ■ 
vamsnta, introducerentur petivit. 

* Patres conlcripti, hos, orbatos parents, tradidi patnro 
ipfonim, precatufque fum, quanquam eflct illi propria mbo- 
les, ne fecus qaam fuum fanguinem foveret ac tolleret, fibi- 
que ac pofterii confirmaret. Erepto Drufo, preces ad vos 
conrerto, diifque et patria coram obteftor ; Augufti pronepo- 
tes, clarifiimis majoribus genitos, fufcipite, regicc ; veftram 
meamque vicem cxplete. Hi vobis, Nero ct Drult, pa- 
rentumloco : ita nati eftis, at bona malaque veilra ad rem- 
publicam pmineaat. 

X 3 cars 
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care of their uncle j and * tho* he had hTue of bis 
own, befoughr him chat he would bring them up 
as his own, and as fupports for himfelf and po- 
fterity. Now I have loft Drufus, it is to you I 
have recourfe. And in the prefencc of the gods 
and the face of our country, I recommend to 
your protection the great-grandfons of Auguftus, 
the dependents from the beft blood in Rome. 
Take them, Fathers, under your tuition, watch 
over them, fulfil your own duty, fulfil mine. 
Thefe, Nero and Drufus, will be parents to you; 
born as you are, the commonwealth is interefted 
in all the good or evil that befals you," 

' This was heard with much weeping : and 
had Tiberius gone no further, he had left his 
hearers penetrated with compaffion and admira- 
tion. But he returned once more to his pretend- 
ed intention of laying down the burthen of the 
government, reinftating the Confuls, or putting 
it into the hands of any one the Senate fhould 
make choice of : and by thefe chimerical, ftale, 
ridiculous, propofals, forfeited his faith in the af- 
fertions which were fincere and noble. 
Sofprfted of And indeed there is reafon to believe that what 
alm^Tbi ne 0?°k e ca" 16 fp m n > s neaa< not his heart ; and 
'that his firmnefs of fpirit on this occafion was at 
the bottom but infen Ability. This fufpicion, 
founded on his general character, is confirmed 
by his anfwer to the Ambafiadors from Ilium, 
who came very late to make him compliments 
of condolence on Drufus's death. For, ridiculing 

* Magno ea fletu, et mox precationibus fauftis, audita ; 
ac fi modum orationi pofuiffet, miiericordia fui gloriaqae 
animus audientiam impleverat. Ad vana et toljes inrifa re. 
volutus, de reddenda republica, utque confides feu quia alius 
ttgimen iufctperent, vero quoqne et honefto (idem dciulit. 

their 



j,=,i,z Ct i 3V GoogIf 



TIBERIUS. 3* 1 

their tardy confolation, " I am alfo *, lays be, 
very lorry for your having loft your brave coun- 
tryman Hector." 

The Senate decreed to the memory of Drufus Honour, a- 
the fame honours as to that of Germanicus, and Sway of 
1 even more agreeably to the genius of flattery, Dwft*. 
which delights in additions. The pomp of thefu-Tar.toa. 
neral was particularly illuftrious on account of the 
long and noble proceflion of images carried at it( 
where on one fide appeared Eneas, head of the 
Julian family, the Alban Monarchs, and Romu- 
lus founder of Rome j on the other, Atta Clau- 
fus, a Sabine- who fettled at Rome, and all the 
Claudii his defcendents. Tiberius himfelf made 
the funereal panegyric of his fon. 

A tradition, which fubfifted at the time tnat £^" of 
Tacitus wrote, altered much the circumftances of r eiMingDru. 
the death and poifoning of Drufus. According ^fTb '' 
to this, Sejanus, having formed his deteftable Twin,. y , 
projeft, and taken the neceflary meafures for' its 
execution, charged Drufus fecretly with the crime 
he meditated himfelf, and with a defign to poi- 
fon his father, advifing the Emperor to take care 
of the flrft cup that mould be given him at an 
entertainment to which his fon had invited him. 
It was added, that Tiberius /ell into the fnare, 
and having taken the cup, delivered it to Drufus, 
who, having no fufpicions, ignoramly and gaily 
drank it off; and his death, which foon followed, 
was considered as a demonft ration of his guilt, 
tho' he had endeavoured to bury the proof of it 
with himfelf. 

The fact thus related is more, tragical ; and it 
is not furprifing that a fable in this tafte fliould 

• Se quoque vicera eorum doiere, quod egregium civem 
Heflorem amiiiflent. Suet. 

' Plcrifqae additis, ut ferine amat pofterior adulatiu. Tac. 
X 4 be 
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be favoured by the public. But, betides that it 
wants authority to fupport it, it is in itfelf im- 
probable. For, as Tacitus obferves, is it to be 
believed, that Tiberius, a Prince of confummate 
prudence and experience, or indeed any father, 
capable of the leaft reflexion, fhould refolve to 
prefent with his own hand to his fon the mor- 
tal draught, without hearing his defence, without 
referving a poffibility of repentance ? Tiberius, 
if he had received fiich intelligence, would have 
examined by torture the minifter of the poifon ; 
and have endeavoured to difcover who had pre- 
pared it. In a word, as he was naturally flow, 
nor determined even about ftrangers but after 
much deliberation and examination, why mould 
he deviate-from his.ufual method with refpect to 
an only fon, a fon never before reproached with 
any deflgn againft him ? But there was nothing 
f too wicked to be credited when imputed to Se- 

janus. Tiberius's exceflive confidence in him, 
the public hatred for both, the * bias of men to 
believe fomething extraordinary and marvellous 
in the deaths ot Princes,, thele contributed to 
make a rumor current, which, upon ferious ex- 
amination, deferved not credibility, 
vkd im- -^ s Drufus patted' his whole life in dependence 
putcd t« on an auftere father, there is no fuch thing as ■ 
ifi)g™ro- f° rm i n g a judgment of his character to be-tle- 
%■ pended on. Uio accufes him of many vices, as 

*» . violence, cruelty, exceflive debauchery, and a 
-love for the public fliews approaching to mad- 
nefs. And we may have leen fomething of all 
thefe in what I have related concerning this 
young Prince out of Tacitus. But perhaps the 
preek hiftorian has exaggerated fuch faults of 

7 Atrociore Temper fama erga dominantium esitiis. . 

youth 
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youth as age might have corrected. And I am 
inclined to judge the lefs difadvantagcoufly of 
Drufus, becaufe he feems to me to have had a 
generous heart. This I prove from the good un- 
demanding that always fubfifted between him 
and Germanicus, whom he might well have con- 
fidered as a dangerous rival j and from the friend- 
ship which he preferved for the children of that 
amiable Prince after their father's death. It is w r«. ». 4- 
very feldom that jealoufy of power fails to pro- 
duce enmity. But Drums never treated the fa- 
mily of Germanicus as one he hated, or fufpected 
of (landing in the way of his own. He entertain- 
ed favourable fentiments of his nephews, or at 
Jeaft he was not their enemy. 

This difpofition was the more laudable in Dru- central it- 
fus, as the generality of the Romans adored Ger- f ^'g£™ yot 
manicus in his children. Of this we have before oeimmicut. 
feen divers inftances : and Tacitus aflerts, that r "' "' "' 
while Tiberius was making the funereal encomium 
of his fon, the Senate and people only affected 
iorrow, but were really glad to fee the houfe of 
Germanicus revive and reflourifh. And it was 
this that accelerated its ruin : nothing was fo fa- 
tal to it as the public favour, which began to de- 
clare openly for it, and the unguardednefs of A- 
grippina, who could not hide her hopes. For Se- sejanui un- 
janus finding Drufus's death pafs unpunifhed, ^£' k " "" 
and occafion no great affliction to the Romans, 
encouraged by the fticcefs of his firft crime, with 
more boldnefs fet about new ones, and made it 
his bufmefs to ruin Germanicus's fons, whole 
Fight to the fucceffion was now indifputable. 

It was not poffible to poifon three Princes, un- 
der the care of incorruptible governors : and 

w Quajtquam arduiim fit, eodem loci potentiam et concor- 
diam eife. Tac. j 

their 
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their mother's chaftity was above an attack. Se- 
janus therefore determined to make an advantage 
of her haughtinefs : he endeavoured to revive the 
old hatred of Livia to her daughter- in -law, and 
irritated the jealoufy of Drufus's widow, that 
thefe two Princefies might take all opportunities 
to reprefent Agrippina to the Emperor as an 
haughty enemy, who, proud of her fecundity 
- and popularity, afpired to fovercign power. Li- 
villa well feconded Sejanus's black! plot with her 
grandfather. The * old Princefs was naturally 
tender and jealous of her power. Li villa attacked 
this foible, making he look on Agrippina as a 
rival that wanted fole to bear rule : and ihe acted 
in concert with a number of artful calumniators, 
to whom flie dictated the fame language ; and 
above all with one Julius Pofthumus, become an 
intimate confident of Livia, by the means of an 
adulterous commerce that he had with Mutilia 
Prifca, in whom the Emperor's mother had 
great trull. Laftly, that Sejanus might omit no 
means of ruining Agrippina, he placed his crea- 
tures about her, who laid fnares for the Princefs 
bydifcourfes proper to make her difcover her 
haughtinefs and high hopes. 

The execution of Sejanus's plot againft Ger- 
manicus's family took 'him up feveral years ; and 
he perifhed when the work was far advanced, 
but not entirely completed. The innocence of 
Agrippina's intentions gave no hold to her ene- 
my ; and haughty manners, and high, but law- 
ful views, could not eafily and immediately be 
transformed into crimes of State. Sejanus, how- 
ever, let flip no advantage that offered. 

1 Anum faapte natura porentia; anxiam. lac. 

The 
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The year after Drufus's death, the Pontifs, vuaay of 
and, after their example, the other colleges of *^^j* 
priefts, when they made their folemn vows for the Dmi™. 
Emperor's prefervation, recommended likewife J^'^', 
Nero and Drufus to the protection of the gods j aggravated 
not ' fo much from any tendernefs to the young 3^°™''. 
Princes, as from flattery, which, in times of re- 
fined corruption, it is equally dangerous to ex- 
cede in and to forbear. Tiberius, never benevo- 
lent to the houfe of Germanicus, was extremely 
provoked at there being no difference made be- 
tween the youth of his grandlbns, and the ma- 
jefty of his ftation and years. He fent for the 
Pontifs, and examined them as to their motives 
of acting thus, and whether they had not been 
induced thereto out of deference to the entreaties 
of Agrippina, or thro' fear of her menaces. On 
their anfwer, which cleared Agrippina, he' con- 
tented himfelf with making them a flight repri- 
mand : for more of them were his relations, and 
men of the firft diftinction in Rome. But he 
ftrongly recommended to the Senate, not to puff 
up by premature honours the pride of the youths, 
but too fufceptible of audacity. Sejanus, on this 
occafion, took care to alarm the Emperor, by 
urging "That Rome was rent into two parties, as 
in a civil war ; that there were thole who openly 
declared for Agrippina, and if care was not ta- 
ken their numbers would increafe j and that the 
only remedy for the prevailing Ipirit of faction, 
would be to make an example of one or two of 
the hot-heads." 

C. Silius was accordingly pitched on for thesiiiiu and 
firft victim. He had been Conful, had command- JJ ^ w 
ed for feven years the army on the higher Rhine, a „d con- 
demned. 

y Non tam caritate juvenum, quam adulatione, qu;e, tno- 
libus corruptis, perinde ancep; li jiulla et ubi nimia eft. foe. 

4 had 
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had vanquifhed the rebel Sacrovir, and had been 
recompenfed with the triumphal infignia. But the 
more considerable the perfon was, the more dread 
his fall would infpire. Befides his connections 
with Germanicus, whofe Lieutenant he had been, 
Silius was alfo obnoxious to Tiberius, for hav- 
ing immoderately boafted of the fervfee he did 
him at the time of the fedition in Germany. He 
valued himfelf indeed much for having then con- 
tained his troops in obedience and loyalty : and 
was ralh enough to advance, that Tiberius could 
not have kept the poffeflion of the Empire, if 
the legions under his command had followed the 
example of thofe on the lower Rhine, 

Tiberius y thought himfelf in a manner degrad- 
ed by fuch difcourfes, which raifed Silius's fer- 
vices above the fortune of the Emperor. For be- 
nefits are only fo far acceptable, as it feems pof- 
fible to difcharge them -, when they have exceed- 
ed all requital, hatred is returned for gratitude. 
Sofia Gallia, Silius's wife, was equally odious to 
Tiberius with her hufband ; becaufe fhe was dear 
to Agrippina. It was therefore refolved to ar- 
raign them two: and the'Conful Varro was 
charged with that odious commiffion -, under co- 
lour of revenging a family quarrel, a£led as the 
minifter of Sejanus's paffion, at the expence of 
his honour. 

The accufed defired a fhort refpite till his ac- 
cuferwas out of office. The Confulfhip, we know, 
was then confined to a few months. But Tiberius 

. 7 Deftrui per hxc fortunam fuam Caifar, impaiemquc 
Unto merito, rebatur. Nam beneficia eo ufque Ixta Cunt, 
dum videntur exfolvi poffa : ubi multum a 
gratia odium redditur. Tut. 

* Immiffufqoe Varro Conful, qui paternas ji 
tendens, odiis Sejani per dedecus fuuin gracilicabatur. Tac 

oppofed > 
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oppofed * Silius's requeft, alledging that it was 
cuftomary for the magiftrates, in criminal cafes, 
to bring particulars upon trial : and that the pre- 
rogatives of the Confuls ought not to be leffened, 
they whofe falutary vigilance prevented the Re- 
public from receiving any damage. This was an 
exprefiion of the old times : and Tacitus ob- 
ferves, that Tiberius * had the talent of fheltering 
under ancient forms new invented crimes. The 
affair was accordingly treated as ferioufly as if 
no farce had been acting -, and the Senators were 
- fummoned to judge, as if Silius had been dealt 
with according to law, or Varro had been really 
acting the part of a Conful, or Tiberius's admi- 
niftration had refembled the old government. 

To Silius was objected an intelligence with Sa- 
crovir, whofe rebellion he had fomented by af- 
fected delays. He was accufed alio of having dis- 
honoured his victory by pillage and rapine; 
and of having been an accomplice with his wife 
in the extortions (he had been guilty of. 

They, without doubr, could not be acquitted 
of the laft crime ; but their profecution was ma- 
naged as if they had been guilty of high-treafon. 
Silius made no defence; or if he opened his 
mouth, it was only to tell by whofe vengeance 

• Dio relata (1. h\\.)fossr he imagined it tvas mt decent 
yian before ibis time, that Ti- for a Conful H acl the part of 
berius hindered the Confuls an advocate. But he thought 

from pleading for particulars, differently in public laufes, 

by faying he would not do it if •wherein criminals vsere profe- 

be •uai Conful. We may fuppafe ailed: and the difiinc'iion 'would 

that he meant in civil cafes, have been juji, if Silius's 

■ and private affairs, in •tukitb crimes had been real. 

* Proprium id Tiberio fuit, feci era nuper reperta prifcis 
verbis obiegere. Igitur multj adfeveratione quafi aut legi- 
mi- cum Silio ageretur, aut Varro Conful, aut illud refpub- 
Jica diet, coguntur Patres. lac. 

:. he 
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he was purfued. At laft, finding his condem* 
nation inevitable, he prevented it by a voluntary 
death. He did hot, however, fave his fortune 
by this defperate precaution j and tho' none of 
■ the fubjects of the Empire whom he had plun- 
dered, reclaimed any thing from him, Tiberius 
fuftituted. the exchequer to' their rights. This 
was the firft time he manifefted any paffion for 
the riches of die condemned. Sofia was banifli- 
ed at the motion of Afinius Gallus. As to her 
effects, Afinius was for dividing them between 
the exchequer and her children. Man. Lepidus 
mitigated this article, and was for giving a fourth 
of them to the accufers, as the law directed; 
and the remainder to the children. 
Moderation This" Man. Lepidus was a wife and virtuous 
of Mm. Le- man » wn0 °ft cn corrected and mitigated the cru^ 
p id HS . el counfels dictated by the flattery of others ; as 
we have feen in the affair of Lutorius Prifcus; 
and who, neverthelefs, did not want circumfpec- 
tion and consideration, fince he maintained to 
his life's end the friendlhip of Tiberius. Taci- 
tus, who inclined to the belief of a fatality, the 
ufual refuge of men without principles, propoies 
a doubt on this fubject ; and afks, whether the 
law of deftiny determines the inclination or aver- 
fion of Princes for particular men ; or, whether 
our fortune is in our own hands, fo that it may 
be poffible to find a medium between an arro- 

b Hunc ego Lepidum temporibus iilis gravem et Japientem 
virum fuiffe comperio. Nam plcraque ab fatvis adolationibus 
aliorum in melius deflexit : neque tatnen teroperamenti ege 
bat, quura tcquabih anOoritate et gratia spud Tiberinm vi- 
guerit. Unde dubitare cogor, fato et forte nafcendi ut cetera, 
ka Funcipum inclinatio in hos, oifenfio in illos ; an fit all- 
quid in noftris confiliis, liceatque, inter abmatam contuma- 
ciam et defbnne obicquiam, pergere iter ambition e et peri' 
culis vacuum. - 

gaot 
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gant haughrinefs, and a bafe fervility, and to 
proceed in a path that may preferve the dignity of 
virtue without expofing it to danger. It is to 
the latter part of the alternative that we are 
doubtlefs to aflent ; and if the examples of it. 
are rare, it is becaufe an equal conduft, without 
pafiions, without heat, and always guided by 
reafon and prudence, is the moft difficult thing 
in the human life. 

Meflalinus Cotta, of no lefs illuftrious birth Regulation 
thanLepidus, but much inferior in his way of |J£ *"*£"« 
thinking, endeavoured on this occafion to pleafe refponebie 
the Prince by burdening the fubjecT. He pro- {£,*«?/ 
pofed a regulation, that palled, by which it was their wives 
ordered that the magiftrates of the feveral pro- J^^" 
vinces mould be anfwerable for the crimes oft*««.* 
their wives, and punifhed accordingly, however °$' Pn ""f- 
innocent themfelves and ignorant of them. This 
law cannot perhaps be blamed for injuftice, tho' 
it may for fevericy j but under fuch a Prince as 
Tiberius, it was certainly making a new opening 
to vexations. 

Sejanus and Livilla let the reft of this year, sejanwiiki 
which was the fecond fince Drufus's death, alfo l ^.™, J o T " 
pafs without daring to try to effect the engage- marry Dm- 
ment they had entered into of marrying. Be-^V""^* 
fides the ftrange difproportion of birth, the very 
condition of a fimple Roman Knight (to which 
Sejanus was confined, becaufe the command of 
the guards, which was his force, was always giv- 
en to one of that order) kept him at an inBnite 
diftance from a Princefs, who was Germanicus's 
lifter and Drufus's widow. However, the fol- 
lowing year, Livilla beginning to grow impati- 
ent, Sejanus, dazzled by his good fortune, ven- 
tured to found Tiberius, and prefenteJ him, as 
was then the cuftom, with a memorial. He 
therein 
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therein faid, " That having been honored by the 
benevolence of Auguftus, and by numerous 
proofs of the friendfliip of Tiberius, he was 
thence accuftomed to addrefs his prayers to the 
Emperors, as to the gods. That he had never 
fought a blaze of honors, content with bearing, 
as the meaneft foldier, fatigues and watchings 
for the fafety of his Prince. That, however, he 
had attained the pinnacle of glory, fince he had 
been thought worthy of the Cefarean alliance. 
That thence was the fource of his prefent hopes; 
and that having heard that Auguftus, when about 
difpofing of his daughter, had thoughts of fome 
Roman Knights, he made bold, fupported by 
fuch an example, to beg of the Emperori-that 
when, if he thought of an hufband for Livilla, 
he would remember a friend, who renouncing all 
advantage from fuch an alliance, would be am- 
ply fatisfied with the honor alone. For that he 
would never abandon his prefent truft ; and 
only defired to fecure his family againft the 
injurious hatred of Agrippina - t in which, too, 
he confulted merely his children. For as to him- 
felf, that he Ihould efteem it the height of hap- 
pinefs to end his life in the ferviee of fo good 
a mafter." 
ftetiuBre- Tiberius did not relifh the propofal. But as 
it'with 1 ' nothing offended him from Sejanus, he anfwered 
«t gentle, him with much gentlenels. He began by com- 
mending Sejanus's zeal, and congratulating him- 
felf for the favors he had beftowed on him. He 
then required time to think on what he had re- 
quefted. Afterwards he added, " That c the 
generality of men in their deliberations only con- 

1 Ceteris mortilibus In eo Hare conlilia, quid fibi condu- 
cereputent; Principum diver fain efle fortem, quibus pneci- 
pua rerum ad famam dirigeoda. 

fulted 
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fulted their conveniency; but that different was 
the lot of Princes, who were obliged on all occa- 
fions to pay a regard to their fame, and the judg- 
ment of the public. Therefore, continued he, 
I (hall not content myfelf with making you an 
obvious anfwer. I fliall not tell you, that Li- 
villa herfelf (hould decide, whether after Drufus 
Jhe ought to think of another fpoufe, or to per- ' 
lift his widow j and that file has a mother, and 
a grandmother, who are nearer to her than me, 
whom flie /hould advife with. I will deal more 
frankly with you, and let you into my thoughts. 

" And firft, as to the enmity of Agrippina, of 
which you are apprehenfive, can you doubt but 
it will flame out with redoubled fury, when Li- 
villa once married, (hall make a fecond party in 
the houfe of the Cefars -, Jealoufy already ani- 
mates them againft one another, and difturbs 
my family. What will not be ihe confequence, 
if the marriage you propofe inflames their diffi- 
dence and ftrife ? 

" For you are deceived, Sejanus, if you think 
after this alliance to continue in the rank you are 
now ; and if you imagine that Livilla, who was 
firft the wife of Auguftus's grandfon, and then 
of my fon, will be content to grow old in the 
quality of the wife of a Roman Knight. Nay, 
if I fuffered it, do you think thofe would, who 
have feen her brother, her father, and all our 
common anceftors, covered with the fupreme 
dignities ? 

" Your inclination would continue you in the 
modeft rank you now are. Butthofc magiftrates, 
thofe grandees, who, fpite of you, difturb your 
tranquillity, by confulting you in all affairs, 
loudly proclaim you far above the.condition of a 
Knight, and that your fortune furpaffes that of 

Vol. II. Y my 
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my father's friends ; and the jealoufy that attacks 
you, cenfures me. 

" But it feems, Auguftus deliberated about 
.giving his daughter to a Roman Knight. It is 
very furprifing, that perplexed as be was with 
an infinity of cares, and knowing to what an 
height he raifed thofe he honoured with his alli- 
ance, he Ibould talk of Proculeius, and fome 
others of the fame order, retired men, who ne- . 
ver interfered with public affairs. But if his he- 
iitation influences us, how much more ought his 
decifion, and the choice he made, firft of A- 
grippa, and then of me, for his fons-in-law ? 

" Thefe are reflexions that my friendlhip would 
not let me conceal from you. However, I do 
not oppofe your inclinations, or thofe of Livilla. 
Not but that I have myfelf views about you, and 
projects to unite you to me in the clofeft man- 
ner. But at prefent, I mail content myfelf with 
declaring, that there is nothing too high for 
your virtue and zeal for my fervice to alpire 
to ; and this I mall not fail to fliew, when op- 
portunity prcfents, both to the Senate and the 
people." 
Sej-tiu! in- Seianus, having had this anfwer from Tibe- 

fpires Tibe- ■ J ii°ii ■ n_ e i ■ 

tins wiih the rius, not only droped the project or his marri- 
defign of re- a g e) but,dreading the fecret fufpicions that might 
Ronfe. arife in the Emperor's breaft, pretended to be 
alarmed at the reports that would be fpread about 
it, and at the envy he was going to be expofed 
to. And that his conduct might tally with his 
difcourfe, he even refolded to make a reform in 
the exteriors of his fortune. But for fear of lef- 
fening his power, by hindering the concourfe of 
thofe that crowded his hcufe ; or, if he received 
them as before, of giving a handle to criminal 
imputations ; he relblved to perfuade Tiberius 
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t& go and live Far from Rome in fome pleafant 
retirement. From whence he promifed to him- 
,felf great advantages. For as he commanded 
the Emperor's guards, he knew that in fuch a 
cafe, all accefs would depend on him ; and he 
would be in a great meafure matter of all letters, 
as the foldiers under his command would be the 
carriers. He alfo hoped that the Emperor, now 
in*a declining age, being foftened by the plea- 
fures of recefs, would more readily part with 
part of the public concerns to his minuter; and 
that he himfelf fhbuld be lefs fubject to envy 
when he had removed the train of courtiers that 
furrounded him -, fo that by difcharging the phan-' 
toms of power he mould augment the realities. 
He, therefore, began by little and little, to throw 
out things that tended to difguft the Emperor, 
with the fatigue of bufinefs that opprefTed him at 
Rome; and with the throng of people that be- 
fieged, and fcarce fuffered him to breathe. He 
praifed the quiet and folitude that were to be 
found in the country; where were no tedious de- 
tails, no difagreeable bufinefs, but liberty to 
abandon one's felf entirely to thofe things that 
made the value and merit of life. 

I have already obferved, that Tiberiua's indo- 
lence made him very fufceptible of fuch impref- 
fions, and contributed at leaft, as much as Seja- 
nus's fuggeftions, to his taking, at length, the 
wifh'd-for refolutions. Other motives, elfewhere 
related, came in too for their fhare. But as Ti- 
berius did nothing in hafte, no difpatch was made 
in this affair till the year following ; and before 
he left Rome, he gave Agrippina another blow. 

Claudia Fulcra, Agrippina's coulin, was ac- dmdfo Pul- 
cufed by Domitius Afer. This famous man, ™Donutiu 
that Quintilian often mentions as the grear,eft Afef - 

Y 2 Orator JJifcaS, 
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Orator he ever heard, was born at NUmes* 
a Roman colony, and going to Rome to mend 
his fortune, foon fell into the rout of honors- 
He had lately been Pretor ; and as he was yet 
but in {lender eftimation, he was watching an 
opportunity to get a name at any price. He ac- 
cused then Claudia of adultery with Furnius, 
and of witchcraft, and magic operations directed 
agai nft the Emperor. . / 

Agnppina'i Agrippina", ever haughty, and then in a 
m m th«f?b- fi ameon account of the peril of her kinfwoman, 
jo3. flew to Tiberius. ; and having found him facri- 

ficing to Auguftus, took that handle to upbraid 
him. She told him, " That it ill became the 
fame perfontoflay victims to the deified Auguf- 
tus, and to perfecute his pofterity. That his di- 
vine fpirit was not transfufed into dumb ftatues ; 
the genuine images of Auguftus were the living- 
defcendents from his celeftial blood. And yet I, 
adds (he, who have that honor, I am in trouble, 
and tears, while my grandfather's ftatues are 
crowned with wreaths. Claudia Pulcra is but a 
pretext, it is I that am in danger. She has drawn 
on herfclf this concerted attack only by being lb 
indifcreet as to love Agrippina to adoration, un- 
mindful of the example of Sofia, to whom my 
friendfhip has already been fatal." 

" Agrippina Temper atrox, turn et periculo propinqua; ac- 
cenfa, pergit ad Tiberium, ac forte facrificantem patrirep- 
perit. Quo initio invidize ; Non ejufdem, ait, maSare div'o 
Augufto viGimas, et pofteros ejus infeflari. Non in effigies 
mutas divinum fpiritum transfufum, fed imaginem veram 
ccelelti fanguine ortam, intelligere difcrimen, fnfeipere for- 
des. Fruftra Pukram praifcribi, cui fola exitii caafa fit, 
quod Agrippinam finite prorfus ad cultum dilegerit, obi its : 
* " Sofia; ob eadem adfiifia;. Audita ha;c raram occulti pefloris 

vocem alkuete ; .correptamque Graico verfu adinonuit, Ideo 
l«di quia non rcgnarct. Tac. 

.4 ' ' Thefe 
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Thefe bold words threw Tiberius for once out 
of his wanted diflimulation -, and drew from him 
fome remarkable words. For, taking Agrippina 
by the arm, he repeated a Greek verfe fignifying, 
" That ° me was therefore aggrieved, becaufc 
me did not reign." This was indeed telling her 
that he mould have no regard to her complaints ; 
and accordingly Claudia and Furnius were con- 
demned. 

Their accufer, who had preferred fame to vir- DomWiu 
tue, obtained what he wanted. He was hence- tla^to 
forth ranked amongft the moft celebrated Ora- teeioqoo* 
tors by the judgment of Tiberius himfelf. Af- y t ; nh " pro 
terwards, fays Tacitus, he continued the fame 
rout i and whether accufer or defender, p acquired 
more reputation for. his oratory than his morals. 
Old age, however, much impairedhis eloquence. 
Yeti impatient of filence, he could not help ha- 
ranguing, tho* with decayed parts ; and ' chofe 
to be diftanced rather than to give out. He had *»*L u»., 
offended Agrippina, and meeting her foon after 
the impeachment of Claudia, he endeavoured to 
avoid her. But that fpirituous Princefs made no 
miftakes; and difdained to let her refentment 
fall on the minifter of an injuftice, that came 
from an higher power. (t It is not of you, fays 
flie, alluding * to a paffage in Homer, it is of 
Agamemnon that I complain." 

Si non dominaris, filiola, injuriam te acciperc exilUmai. 
Sua. lib. liii. 

P Profperiore eloquent is, quam jnorum fama fuit ; nifi 

S|uod setas extrema miiltum etiam eloquentia: demfit, duin 
elsi mente retinet filentii impatientiam. Tat. 

1 Maluit deficere quam defmere. Shtitttil. xii. 1 1 . 

* It h what Achillea fays in Homer to the Htralds that cam* 
• to tail away Brifeis. 

Outi f»ot vfijiii EirttiTiot, «'?A* AysftifMur. H. a. 3 3 J. 

Y 3 Agrip- 
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Lgrippini Agrippina fell ill about this time ; and the 
™ U s to impatience with which me bore her frequent mor- 
ere-muri- tifications, increafed herillnefs. Tiberius being 
talus her come to fee her, flie received him with many 
ioanfwcr. ttars an( j | on g fil en ce. At laft, fhe accofted 
him with entreaties, that he would have pity on 
her fgljtude, and give her an hulband. Her re- 
queft was in itfelf reafonable, as ihe was yet 
young. But Tiberius's policy would not let him 
confent to a match that would have given him an 
enemy, and an head to the malecontents. He 
had recourse to his diflimulation, and role and 
went away, without making any anfwer, tho* 
preffedby Agrippina's repeated inftances. 
Apippim, The difconfolate Agrippina confumed herfelf 
s^uVie' m bitter complaints; but had not learnt to be 
miflui«, i- fyfficiently on her guard againft Sejanus. That 
u^rh»s i cunning adverfary, to fet her at irrecohcileable va- 
***>» riance with Tiberius, employed traitors, who, un- 
p ' der color of friendfliip, told her that the Emperor 

had adefign to poifon her. She believed them, and, 
incapable of diflimulation, ailed accordingly. Be- 
ing at table by Tiberius, (he fat penfive and fullen ; 
faid nothing, and eat nothing. He perceived 
it either of himfelf, or by a prior advertifementi 
and to have further demonstration of his daugh- 
ter-in-law's fufpicions, he took fome fruit, and 
having commended it, prefented it with his own 
hand to Agrippina. She, without tafting it, 
gave the plate away to a (lave. Tiberius then 
opened himfelf, and turning to his mother, alked 
her, if it would be any wonder if he took harfh, 
meafures with her who charged him as a poifoner? 
Thefe words made Rome tremble for the widow 
and children of Germanicus. But the time was 
not yet come to bring things to the laft extre? 
mities. 

The- 
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The fame year that Tiberius left Rome, as I A h dvenrure l - es 
have already obferved, and before he had fixed his s^wuu-i 
refidence in Caprese, an accident gave Sejanus an "^ .* ith 
opportunity of ftill increafing his credit with <rL. w. 57, 
him. They were in a villa named * Speluncae, l'^ evrS 
[the Grots] near the fea, not far from Gaeta and ; a „ £4 . 
Fondi. There, as they were eating in a natural 
grotto, on a fudden, fome ftones falling from 
the roof, cruftied fome of the attendants. The 
alarm was great, and every one ran away. Only 
Sejanus, mindful of nothing but his Prince, 
lean; over him ; and kneeling on one knee, with 
his head and, hands elevated, fupported the part 
that (eemed to threaten Tiberius ; and was found 
in that attitude by the foldiers who came to the 
Emperor's affiftance. The Emperor, touched 
with this new proof of his minifter's zeal, confi- 
dered him as a man ready to facrifice himfelf in 
his defence •, and fet no longer bounds to his 
confidence. 

So that Sejanus had now a fair opportunity to s=janu« feu 
overthrow the houfe of Germanicus, to whom,^'^^ 
he began to act as a judge, and let his creatures ro, o«ma- 
play the part of accufers. He gave them orders |£|^* ' 
to fet on Nero .principally, who was the eldeft 
fon and preemptive heir, a young Prince of 
amiable modefty, but not circumfpeft enough 
for his critical fituation. He was befieged by a 
. multitude of clients and freedmen, who, for their 
own intereft, and out of an impatience to get 
in power, exhoFted him to aft with confidence 
and fpirit. They told him it was what the Ro- 
man people expected from him ; that the ar- 
mies wifhed it; and that Sejanus 'durft not then 
oppofe him ; tho* now he proudly infulted the 



* Neque aufurum c- 


antra Sejanum, qui nunc patientiara 


fenis, e^fegniiiam.juvi 


;nis juxta infnltet. tat. 
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weaknefs of the old Emperor, and the tamenefit 
of the young heir. Thele fuggeftions, with, 
which he was continually ftunned, never worked 
him up to any criminal defign-, but fometimes 
unguarded, refentful expreffions efcaped him ; 
which the fpies that were about him carefully 
collected, and reported, not faithfully, but with 
exaggerations -, and Nero, who knew nothing of 
what pafled, had no opportunity of justifying 
himfelf. 

'Mean while a thoufand mortifying circum: 
ftances difquieted him, and foretold his ruin. 
Some ' he obferved avoided meeting him, others; 
foon as they had faluted him turned away, many 
having entered into converfation with him, left off 
abruptly ; and, on the contrary, the friends of Se-: 
janus that were prefent at thefe difagieeable 
fcenes, ftood fneering by. Tiberius always en r 
tertained him with a ftern countenance or an hol- 
low fmile j whether the young Prince fpoke, or 
faid nothing, his filence, his words were crimi- 
nal. Nor was'he fafe in dead of night; then his 
wife, Livilla's daughter, watched his fleep, his 
wakings, his fighs ; and gave an account of 
them to her mother, and (he to Sejanus, Drums, 
Nero's brother, entered alfo into this confpiracy, 
feduced by the favorite, who made him hope for 
the firft place, if he could get out of the way 
his elder brother, whofe fortune was already 
fhaken. Drufus' (naturally furious) from his 

* Nam alius occurfum ejus vitare, quidam, falutatione 
redditS, fiatim averti, plerique inceptum fermonem abruin- 
pere, inftilentibus contra inridentibuique qui Sejano fautorcs 
aderant. Enimvero Tiberiys torvus, aut falfum remdens 
vultu ; feu loqueretur, feu taceret juvenis, crimen ex filentio, 
ex voce : ne nox quidem fecura, quum uxor vigilias, fom- 
nos, fufpiria, matri Livia;, atque ilia Sejano, patefaceret. 
' Atrox Drufi ingenium, fuper cupidinem potsntia;, et fo- 
• ■ ambi- 
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Ambition, the ufual ill-will between brothers,, 
and his jealoufy of Nero, to whom Agrippina 
was too partial, was fufceptible of any impref- 
fion agairrft his brother. Sejanus therefore em- 
ployed him to ruin his elder, knowing he could 
eafily afterwards deftroy him, whofe paflion and 
heat would foon make him odious, and facilitate 
his fall. 

The fubfequent year there happened two fignal 
misfortunes, that I have elfewhere related, the 
fall of the amphitheatre at Fidenx, and a terri- 
ble fire at Rome. But thefe accidents, mourn- 
ful as they were, were not endlefs, nor remedi- 
lefs ; whereas * the fury of the informers was 
continually increafing and admitted* of no inter- 
mifiion. 

Quintilius Varus, Son of Claudia Pulcra, was Oji""^"" 
arraigned by Domitius Afer (who had occafi- co ^' b ^. 
oned his mother's condemnation) and by P. Do- "nitiui Af«. ' 
labella. T No-body was furprized, fays Tacitus, 
that the firft, who having long lived needy, had 
already wafted the riches he got out of the fpoils 
of Claudia, Ihould engage in frefh iniquity for 
the reward. But the amazement was, that Do- 
labella, a man of birth, and Varus's relation, 
Ihould afibciate with Domitius, to .dilhonor his 
name, and fpill his own blood. The Senate 
took the advantage of Tiberius's abfence to parry 
this blow i by declaring that the Emperor's re- 

lita fratribas odia, accendebatur invidia, quod mater Agrip- 
pina promptior Neroni erat. 

* Acculatorum major in dies et infcftior vis finelevamento 
grafTabatur. 'fat. iv. 66. 

* Nullo mirante, quod diu egena, et parto nuper prxmio 
male ufus, plura ad flagitia accingererur. P. Dolabdlam 
focium deladonibus exliitilie, miraculo erat ; quiadaris ma- 
joribus, et Varroconntxus, fuam ipfe nobilitatem, fuum iau- 
guinem perditum ibat. lac 

turn 
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turn was to be waited for. This delay was their 
only remedy in fuch calamities. 

Tiberius, inftead of coming back to Rome, 
confined himfelf to the ifle of Capreas •, and thus, 
it feems, the Senate's expedient fucceeded to 
Varus, of whom no further mention is made irj 
Tacitus. But the condition of Agrippina and 
Nero grew worfe, by the facility Sejanus had of 
inflaming the Emperor's jealoufy, who faw now 
only by his eyes ; and who, naturally diffident 
and fulpicious, the more readily gave way to be- 
lieve ill, as fear no longer restrained him» he 
confidering himfelf in perfeft fecurity in his 
ifland, where none could land without nfc leave. 
Agripptna and her fon began to be treated as 
Gunhf* ftate-prifoners. Guards were fet over therh, who 
°™ ^ np kept an exact journal of all their actions, of the 
Hera, meflages they fent or received, of' fuch as vifited 
them, of what they did in public, of what they 
did in private. Wretches were fuborned to advife 
them to fly to the German armies v or to go and 
embrace Auguftus's ftatue in the midft of the Fo- 
rum, and implore the protection of the Senate: 
and people. They rejected thefe propolals, they 
teftifled their extreme averfion to fuch feditious, 
fteps ; and yet thefe were afterwards imputed tq 
them as their own projects. 
Titioj sibi. Every body left them j their houfe became a 
«<"»*h°*-.i defert. The only friend who flood by them, 
th™, pcl° Titius Sabinus, an illuftrious Roman Knight,, 
til ^, b ' fi B- was the victim of his fidelity, and perifhed by 
Hiy. e " the blackeft and moft infamous plot that is re- 
corded in hiftory. This honeft man, who had 
formerly been attached to Germanicus, had al- 
ways continued his court to the widow and chil- 
dren of that Prince. He x vifited them at home, 
1 Set ia tor domi, comes in publico, poll tot clientes:unus \ 

and 
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and accompanied them abroad, notwithftanding 
the general defertion of them; and his con- 
ftancy was accordingly applauded by the good, 
and grievous to the bad. Four Senators, Lati- 
nius Latiaris, Porcius Cato, Petilius Rufus, and 
M.Opfius, entered into a combination to deftroy 
him ; they had all of them been Pretors, and 
were now pafiionate 1 ' for the Confullhip, to 
which there was no acccfs but by Sejanus ; and 
Sejanus's friendlhip was only to be purchafed by 
iniquity. They agreed among themfelves, that 
Latiaris, who had fome connexion with Sabinus, 
fliould manage the plot, and that the others 
fliould be witnefTes ; and that when they had got 
fufficient proof, they fliould jointly begin the 
accufation. 

Latiaris therefore having introduced himfelf 
to Sabinus, entertained him at firft with indiffer- 
ent things ; and afterwards, proceeded to com- 
mend him for not imitating the infidelity of fo 
many others, who had been friends to Germa- 
nicus's houfe when flouriming, but had deferted 
it in affliction ; he then made honorable mention 
of Germanicus ; and bewailed the unhappy fate 
of Agrippina. Such difcourfe * drew tears from 
Sabinus ■, the human mind being ufually foftened 
by calamity. The traitor blends his complaints 
with thofe of Sabinus, and growing bolder, falls 
on Sejanus, whofe cruelty, pride, bold and 
wicked hopes, he inveighs againfl ; nor did he 

eoque apod bonos buJatus, et gravis miauls. Toe, 
Iv. 68. 

i Cupidine Confulatus, ad quran non nift per Sejanum 
aditus, neque'Sejanj voluntas nili fcelere qu^rebatur. Tat. 

1 Sabinus, utTunt raolles in calamitate mortalium atunji, 
effudit 1 any mas. 

even 
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even fpare Tiberius. Thcfe * converfations of- 
ten repeated, created a ibew of great friendlhip 
between them, as if they had mutually trufted 
each other with nice and dangerous matters. 
And now Sabinus fought out Latiaris, frequent- 
ly vifited him, and discharged in his breaft hia 
griefs, miftaking him for his beft friend. 

The four knaves next confulted how they 
might all together hear fuch a converfation. For 
jt was neceffary that the place where it was to be 
ihould have the appearance of folitude ; and if 
they ftood behind the door, there was a'poflibi- 
lity of their being fpied, or difcovered by their 
own noife, or fome fudden fufpicion of Sabinus. 
They therefore b bethought themfelves of get- 
ing into the void between the roof of the houTe 
of Latiaris and the cieling of the room : and in- 
to this lurking hole did three Senators thruft 
themfelves j a concealment as vile as their trea- 
chery was deteftable ; and there, • liftened with 
their ears laid to the holes and crannies of the 
cieling. 

Meanwhile Latiaris, having found Sabinus in 
the ftreet, brings him home to the chamber, as 
having news to tell him ; where after having re- 
called pair, grievances, he accumulates thofe they 
had to fear, and the alarms and terrors (too real 
and too many) with which they were furrounded. 
Sabinus ' then takes up the matter, which he en- 
larged on ; as the difcharges'of grief having once 
found a vent are noX eafily ftoped. Immediately 

* Iique fermones, tanquam vecita mifcuiffent, fpeciem ar- 
&x amicitias fecere. 

b Ttftum inter et laquearia tres Senatores, haud minus 
turpilatebrJ, quam dctdtanda fraude, fefe abftrudunt ; fora- 
minibus et rimis aurem admovent. 

' Eadem ille et diutius : quanto mcefta, ubi feme! proni- 
pere, diffiolius minenttir. 

the 
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the accufation is difpatched ; and thefe traitors 
write to the Emperor the whole detail of the fraud, 
and of their own infamy. 

When * this heinous affair was known in the 
city, anxiety and dread feized on the Romans. 
Nobody knew now who to truft ; nobody durft 
vifit, or fpeak to, another ; men diftrufted both 
ftrangers and acquaintance ; even things dumb 
and'inanimate, the walls and roofs, were' exa- 
mined by timid looks, for fear they mould con- 
ceal informers and witnefles. 

Tiberius, like an hardened cyrant, was unaf- 
fected by any confiderarion that might have re- 
ftrained, or at lead deferred, his vengeance. The 
religious celebration of the firft day of the year 
ftoped him not ; for in the fame letter in which 
he lent the cuftomary compliments to the Senate, 
he fell on Sabinus, whom he accufed of having 
corrupted fome of his freed-men, and laidfnares 
for his ownJife •, and then demanded in no ob- 
fcure terms a fuitable punilhment. His fentence 
was immediately parted } and the unfortunate 
Sabinus was the fame day carried to prifon, in or- 
der to fufrer death. 

Whilft e he was drag'd along, tho' it was 

* Non aliJs tnagis anxia et pavens eivitas, egens adver- 
Cim proximos : congreiius, colloquia, notse ignotseque aures' 
vitiiri : etiam muta atque inaaima, tectum et parieEes cir- 
cuntfpeftabantur. 
■ • Trahebatur damnatus, quantum obduflS vefte et ad- 
ftriftis faucibus poteraf clamnims, lie inchoari annum, hai- 
Sejano yiflimas cadere. Quo intendiffet oculos, quo verba 
acciderent, fuga, vatlitas ; deferi itinera, fora : et quidaui 
regrediebantur, oftentabantque fe rurfum, idipfum paventes, 
quod timuiiTent. Quern enim diem vatuum pcena, ubi in- 
ter facra et vota quo tempore verbis etiam profanis abltineii 
mos elTet, vindact laqueus inducantui- ? Non imprudentem, 
Tibcrium tantam invidiam adiillc : quxfitum meditatumque, 

with 
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with difficulty he madehimfelf be heard, becaufe 
his head and throat were muffled with his gar- 
ment, he cried, " That with fuch folemnkies 
the year began ; and fuch were the victims fiain 
to Sejanus." Wherever he caft his eyes, or 
directed his words, every body fled ; the ftreets, 
the public places, were in a moment empty : 
there were thofe who having fled, returned, and 
fliewed themfelves, dreading this very thing that 
they had difcovered, dread. What day, faid the 
affrighted people, will be free from executionSj 
if in the midft of folemn facrifices and holy vows, 
on a day when it is cuftomary to abftain even 
from profane words, fetters and halters are ufed ? 
They added, that it was not at random, nor 
without confideration, that Tiberius thus hazard- 
ed the public hatred. That he intended thereby 
( to fliew, that no day was to be privileged, and 
that the magiftrates on new-years day ihould 
open the prifons, as well as the temples. 
F«iihfuin*ii Sabinus having been ftrangled in priibn, his 
" u ^* inus * corpfe was hauled with an hook to the * Gemonise, 
ok i.|viii..and afterwards thrown into the Tiber. Dio and 
p bjwi^o. pjjjjy nave obferved, that the fidelity of his 
dog increafed the public commiferation on fo 
mournful an occafion. This animal followed 
his mailer to prifon % ftayed with his corpfe when 
expofed at the Gemonue, howling terribly j and 
when it was thrown into the river, the dog alfo 
leaped in, and endeavoured to keep it up from 
finking. 



" 1 haw already obfetwtd, Itixaiafcendcdbyfewtraljlefii 

that the Gemoniic •was the and thence (ailed Gcmonia; 

place inhere the bodies of extent- fcals, or Gemonii gradus. 
ed nudefaBon •aiert txfojed. 

Sabinus's 
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Sabinus's accufcrs were without doubt reward- Hi«»«uSt«. 
ed according to cuftom and law. But afterwards r!3 time 
they were puniihed for their fignal treachery ; *?**■. 
Caligula executed jultice on three of them. And "' *" '** 
Latiaris was punished, as we lhalt fee, by the 
authority of Tiberius himfelf. For that Prince f 
protected againft the Senate and every one elfe, 
the minifters of his cruelties ; but often grew tired 
of them in time, and facrifked the old ones 
that grew burthenfome to him, to make way for 
new. , 

After Sabinus's execution, the Emperor wrote 
a letter of thanks to the Senate for having deli- 
vered the commonwealth from a bad member 
and an enemy. He added, that he led a life of 
conftant anxiety, and in fear of the fnares of his 
enemies. Tho* he no further explained himfelf, 
it was not doubted but he meant Agrippina and 
Nero : and Afinius Gallus, whofe children were 
. nephews of that Princefs, moved that the Prince 
fhould be requefted to acquaint the Senate with 
his fears, and permit it to remove the caufes. 
Tiberius cherifhed his diffimulation as his fa- 
vourite virtue, and valued himfelf on nothing 
more. He was therefore greatly offended with 
Gallus for endeavouring to get at his fecret. 
But Sejanus pacified him, not s out of friendfhip 
for Gallus. but with a view of making Tiberius 
at laft declare the fatal defign he had long had ' 
againft the houfe of Germanicus. For he knew 
the character of the Prince he had to deal with 

r Qui fcelerom miniflros, utpcrverti ab aliis nolebat, its 
plerumque fatiatus, ct oblatis in earn d em operam recentibus, 
vetcies et prtgraves adfttxit. 

6 l\on tialli amore, verum ut eimftationes Principis aperi- 
rcntur : gnarus lentutn in meditandoj ubi prorupiffet triitibus 
dUiii atrocia faila conjungere. 

was 



JigiiizedDy GoOgle 



33 6 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

Was,- to nourifh himfelf with his gall, and to be 
flow iri ripening his pernicious projects j but 
when he had once opened them, the moft tra- 
gical effects were linked to his denunciations. 
Flitter, of The Senators found no refuge from their con- 
the stmte. tinual fears but in flattering the Emperor and his 
Sejinuipcr- favourite. Infomuch that, without being requir- 
mitthi Ro- e d, ant j wnen tne y me t upon a different bufinefs, 
tomeaidpaythey decreed an altar to Clemency, and another 
lothY™" t0 Friendfhip, and on each fide of them the fta- 
^-t.iv.74, tues of Tiberius and Sejanus. Thejf conjured 
them by repeated fupplicationS to permit them 
to fee, and pay their refpefts to them. Tibe- 
rius and Sejanus were not inflexible. They quir- 
ed their ifland -, but not to come to Rome, or 
into its ' neighbourhood. They condefcended 
however on the fhore of Campania to receive h 
the homage of the Senators, Knights, and great 
part of the people, who crouded thither. 
" Sejanus was more difficult of accefs than the 
Emperor. The favour of an audience of that 
infolent minifter coft much follicitation, or an 
affociation into his ambitious projects. It was ab- 
undantly apparent that the fpeclacle of public 
fervitude, exhibited on this occafion under his 
eyes, much increafed his arrogance. For at 
Rome motion and buftle was nothing extraordi- 

b Eo venire patres, eques, magna pars plebis, anxii ergaSe- 
jar.um, cujus duror tongreftus, atque'eoper ambitum, et 
ibcietate confiliorum pnrabatur. Satis con.labatauftam ei ad- 
rogantiam, itcihim illud in propatulo fervitium fpeitanti. 
QuippeRorra:fueti difcurfu', ct magnitudine urbis incertum, 
qtood quifque ad ncgotiun: pergat Ibi campo aut litrcreja- 
ccntes, nullo difcrnr.ine, noitem ae diem, juxt\ grati^m ac 
faftus janitcorm perpetiebantur : donee id quoque veiitum : 
et revenere in uibc.ii trcpidi, quos non fermone, non vifu 
dignatus erat ; qii : dr.m m::L' al acres, quibus infauKs amici- 
tia: gravis exilus imc:inebat. 

nary ; 
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haty ; and in the vaft multitude that fills the 
ftreets of a great city, .it is impoflible to diftin- 
guifh what purfuit engages individuals, But here 
all orders of the commonwealth, without dif- 
tin&ion, lying on the fields and mores, days and 
nights, courted, and bore the infults of; his por- 
ters. At Iftft all this multitude, was fent away, 
and returned to Rome; but with different fen- 
timents, fome anxious arid fearful, if the fa- 
vourite had not deigned to fpeak to or look 
on them -, and others; on whom he had beftowed ■ 
marks of kiridnefs, full of ralh tranfports, foon 
to be changed into tears by his terrible fall, 

C. Rubellius Geminus. ' A.K.. 780; 

■ C. Fonus GemInus. aft. C. 19. 

Livia's death, which' happened] as we have Tiberfut 
related, under the Confulihip of Rubellius and smmtotha 
Fufius, removed the laft obftacle to the ruin bf„ bftA^p. 
Germanieus's family. As foon as Tiberius found puu«nd her; 
himfelf freed from the conftraint of the remains ^£, t , J# 
of refpeft he had for his mother, he wrote to 
the Senate againft Agrippina and her fon Nero. 
The people even believed that the letter had 
been fent while Livia was yet living, and that 
/he had prevented its appearing. It is how- 
ever certain, that it was read in the Senate very 
foon after her death. 

The ftyleof it was-bitter: Tiberius apparently 
took pleafure in ufing therein the hardeft ex- 
preffions. Yet he did not reproach his daugh- 
ter-in-law or grandfoni with feducing the ar- 
mies, nor confpiring againft his perfon. Only 
to Nero he objected his extravagant debauche- 
ries ; and to Agrippina, againft whom he durft 
not pretend fuch an imputation, nothing but 
arrogant manners and invincible haughtlnels. 

Vol. II. Z On 
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A.R. 780. On reading this the Senate was aftonifbed, 
His ]«w 9 ii ant * ' on S kept a mournful filence. At laft ', a few 
of thofe men that are always to be found) who, 
having no hopes of riling by honourable means, 
from the public calamities take opportunities of 
making their fortunes, fpoke, and demanded to 
proceed upon the matter of the letter. The 
warmeft of thefe was Meflalinus Cotta, who had 
in his head a. rigorous motion. But the other 
leading men, and particularly the magiftrates, 
remained undetermined and fluctuating : becaufe 
Tiberius had contented himfelf with bitter in- 
vectives, without otherwife explaining his inten- 
tion. 
Among the Senators was one Junjus Rufticus, 
. appointed by the Emperor to keep the journals 
of the afiembjy,' and for that reafon fuppofed to 
be in fine Prince's fccrets. This man had never 
given, any proof of magnanimity. However, on 
thtsoccaOon, whether carried away by theftream, 
or guided by an ill-judged policy, that made him 
apprehenfive of future danger, and forgetful of 
the prefent, he joined the party that hefitated, and 

Ereventcd the Confuls propofing the bufinefs: 
2 reprefented, that the greateft changes often de- 
pended on the flight-eft caufes ; and that at the 
Prince's age, time ought to be given him for re- 
collection and remorfe. At the fame time the 
people gathered about the Senate, carrying with 
them, the images of Agrippina and Nero, and 
invoking Tiberius in lefpe&ful terms, and mak- 
ing vows for his profperity,. cried that the letter 
was forged, and that the Prince did not deiire 

1 Pauci, quitras nulla ex honeftofpes, et puKica mala fin- 
gulis in occafionem gratiae trajiuntur, ut referreror poftoJa- 
vere. Tac. 

the 
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the deftru&ion of his family. So that no tragi- A. R.78S. 
cal refolution was taken by the Senate that day. **■ c - a 9* 
There were even difperfed about difcourfes, faid 
to have been fpoken by different confular perfona 
in the Senate againft Sejanus : and thefe k under- 
hand pieces were the more petulant, as the au- 
thors, under borrowed names, could with impu- 
nity give the greater fcope to their pens. 

It is eafy to imagine. how much Sejanus was ff*^^ 
irritated ; and with what bitternefs he renewed ujioi. 
his accufations with Tiberius. He told him, 
" That the Senate had contemned the complaints 
of its Prince ; that the people had revolted. 
That feditious difcourfes were publifhed at 
Rome, and decrees patted that breathed rebel- 
lion. What remained but to take arms, and 
march under thofe leaders and generals whofe 
images they had already cholen for ftandards ?" 

Tiberius therefore wrote again j and repeated 
his reproaches againft his daughter-in-law and 
grandibn, feverely reprimanded the people, com- 
plained to the Senate that by the fraud of a An- 
gle Senator the Imperial Majefty had received 
a public affront, and referved to himfelf thecog- 
nifance of the affair. There was no further he- 
fitation, and if the Senators did not pafs a de- 
cree (which was forbid them) they however tes- 
tified that they were ready to revenge the in- 
juries of their Prince, but were reftrained by his 
orders. 

Here Tacitus on a fudden fails us. A chafm m^.in 
of near three years deprives us of all this excel- T * l w« 
lent hiftorian had delivered concerning the pro- 
fecution of Agrippina and Nero, and afterwards 

k Exercentibus plerifque per occultum, et CO procaciis, 
libidinem ingcuiorum. Ian. 

%% «f 
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A.R.780. 6f Drufusj and concerning the difcovery of Se- 
• ■ C ' 4 9"janus*s confpiracy, and the ruin of that ambiti- 
ous favourite. We have alfo loft other records 
T«.iv. 5j. which might have fomething fupplied this defi- 
ciency, and particularly the memoirs of Agrip- 
pina, daughter of her we are now fpeaking of, 
and mother of the Emperor Nero, who together* 
with her life had wrote the hiftory of the misfor- 
tunes of her family. We are now reduced to 
fome fcattered fentences of Suetonius ; and ex- 
tracts from Dio, a writer very unfit to replace 
Tacitus if we had him entire. With fuch feeble 
fuccors it will be impoffible for us to diftinguilh 
the facts that belong to the remainder of the cur- 
rent year, or to the year following when Caffius 
and Vinicius were Confuls. 



A.R.781. 



M. Vinicius. 

aft.C'30. L. CaSSIUS LONCIKUS. 

All that we are fure of is that under thefe Con- 
ns' 4 * fak* or towards the clofe of the preceding year, 
, md Agrippina was condemned by the Senate, at Ti- 
ri! 10. berius's inftance, and baniflied into the ifle of 
m. Pandataria, wherein her mother Julia had before, 
*' * , for very different reafons, been confined by Au- 
gustus. Nero, her eldeft fon, was at the fame 
time declared a public enemy, and tranfported 
to the ifle of Pontia, not far from that of Panda- 
taria. Drufus, Nero's brother, did not enjoy a 
difgrace that his bad heart had made him inftru- 
mental in. Being alfo declared an enemy to 
the Commonwealth, he was imprifbried in a low- 
er apartment of the palace, where he was ftriftly 
. , watched. 

™ani The ruin of Agrippina appears to have drawn 
amity on that of Afinius Galltis, her brother-in-law. _ 
i«, ' WeJiave obferved that Tiberius hated as violent- 

.Niii. Jy 
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ly asunjuftly this illuftrious Senator. He at laft A.R. 781. 
fadsfied himfelf by a treatment equally perfidious zft - C ' 3°- 
and inhuman. Afinius, having been deputed by 
the Senate to the Emperor, on fome occafion 
we are ignorant of, Tiberius took that opportu- 
nity to write to the Senate againft him : lb that, 
. by a molt extraordinary accident, at the fame 
time that Afinius was treated with the utrooft 
civility by the Emperor at Capreae, and eat at his 
table, the Senate was condemning him at Rome, 
and difpatching a Pretor to arreft, and conduct 
him to punilhment. Afinius, when he was inform- 
ed that fentence had paffed againft him, would 
have killed himfelf : but Tiberius hindered him, 
not out of companion, but to prolong his fuffer- 
ing and mifery. He ordered him to be carried 
back to the city, and to be kept in t,he houfe of 
one of the acting Confuls, 'till he himfelf returned 
to Rome. That time never came : for Tiberius 
never returned to Rome. Thus Afinius conti- 
nued imprifoned many years, without having a 
friend or a iervant with him, and without con- 
verfing with, or feeing any body, unlefs when he 
was compelled to take nourifhment, which was 
not defigned to give him pleafure or ftrength, 
but fo proportioned as to be juft fufficient to 
keep him alive. He would have thought himfelf 
happy in the fate of one Syriacus, who was pu.( 
to death only becaufe he was his friend. 

Sejanus was now at die height of his wifiies. Enormous 
He had deftroyed his enemies j and the way to s°j*^ 
Sovereignty was made eafy by the deftru&ion of 
thofe who were its heirs. He was every where 
joined with Tiberius in the honors paid that 
prince ; games were exhibited on his birth-day \ 
the Senate, the Knights, the Tribunes, the 
chief citizens, erected a, countlefs number of fta- 
Z 3 tue » 
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A.R781. tucs to him i his fortune was fworn by, as well 
**■ c - 3°- as the Emperor's. Nay more, as he was the awar- 
der of recompenfes and puniQnnents, and the canal 
of favour and difgrace, he was more refpe&ed 
and feared than his mafter. Sejanus feemed to 
be the Emperor ; and Tiberias the Prince of the 
little ifle of Caprea. 
t^. |».4 7 . Tiberius was fo blinded that he would never 
apprifc V nave opened his eyes, had not a falutary infor- * 
Antoniiof rnation unbewitched' him. A word of Tacitus _ 
Siw^t'hft informs us, that Satrius Secundus was the man 
opeaihi. who difcovered Scjanus's confpiracy. - Jofephus 
'Xt'.nw. relates, that Antonia, Germanicus's mother, hav- 
*■ ing information of Sejanus's defigns, acquainted 

the Emperor therewith by a letter, which (he 
fent by Pallas the molt faithful of her flaves, who 
afterwards became famous in the reign of Clau- 
dius. We muft therefore fuppofe that Satrius, 
an old client of Sejanus, and who had been in- 
firumental in his vengeance onCremutius, know-, 
ing and being an accomplice in his patron's de- 
figns, determined, for fome reafon or other, to 
acquaint Antonia therewith -, who immediately 
gave notice to the Emperor, in the manner Jofe- 
phus relates. We do.not know the detail of the 
plot, nor the proofs againft Sejanus. But we 
cannot doubt but that he was convicted of having 
attempted to ufurp the place of his matter, and 
contrived his muriher; fince nobody has pre- 
tended tojuftify of excufe him. And Tiberius 
was fufficiently hated to have created defenders 
of Sejanus's caufe, had it not been altogether in- 
defenfible. 

ft was time for Tiberius to roufc himfelf. 
Ktt Sejanus could depend on the Pretorian guards, 

who were devoted to him as their captain ; and 
on almoft all the Senate, many of whole mem- 
bers 
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-bers he had gained by fervices, whilft he kept A-R.jfa. 
the reft in play by hopes and fears. And he was lb *"■ c - 3°* 
much matter of all who approached the Emperor's 
perfbn, that he knew in time all Tiberius faid or 
did, while Tiberius was totally ignorant of the 
ftcps Sejanus took. 

In fuch circumftances it would not perhaps To MiNm 
have been prudent to have openly attacked Jo ^^'he 
' potent an adverfary : and the artful temper of io»d s him 
Tiberius could not fail of throwing him on devi- Za'^T' 
ous unufual methods. He began accordingly >»?> coniiii 
by manifefting a greater confidence in Sejanus 2f t him ' 
than ever : he was never tired of talking of him, 
as of a faithful friend with whom he delighted 
to truft his molt important concerns. It is alio 
a probable conjecture, that he at this time pro- 
mifed his confent to the long-projected match 
between him * and Livilla j and it was perhaps 
under pretence of raifing him to a rank proper 
for that alliance, that he named him Confu.1 for 
the next year with himfelf, without difmiffing 
htm from the command of the Pretorian cohorts. 



* Ryckius, in his note's on Jixlh boot, of the marriages of 
the fifth bonk of Tacitus, be- the three granddaughters of 
lie-vis rather that Tiberius Tiberius ; m one of •whom the 

pave Sejanus hopes of marrying frtjift of an alliance with Se- 

pne of bis grand-daughters ; and janus mufi have fallen, if there 
he bat to Jupport him th( title of were any fuch j yet he does not 

fon-in-law ^Tiberius, twite fay of any one of them, that fie 
git/en to Sejanus by Tacitus, had' been promifed to hint in 
V. 6. and vi. S. This opi- marriage. I therefirt hold the 

nion, however, meets with common opinion, ; and fufpofe 

difficulties: for firjl, the difpro- that Livilla, being Tiberius'* 
portion of 'age <wai too great, Ti- daughter-in-law, might in fame 

berias's grand-daughters being fort bt reputed hit daughter, 

all very young, and Sejanus, and he who was to marry be\r 

when he died, not lefs than fifty, treated as the Emperor's fon-in- 

Next, Tacitus fays nothing a- lavs, 
bout it, when /peaking, in his 

?4 The 
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A.R.78i.The functions of the Confulfliip required' Seja'- 
«ft-. c - 3°- pus's prefence at Rome. So that Tiberius pro- 
cured thereby the abfence of his enemy, and the 
opportunity of contriving, wjth more eafe, the 
means to deftroy him. 

Every body was deceived by Tiberius's con- 
duel. Sejanus was thought in greater favour 
than ever, and more alEduous court was paid tp 
him than ufual. Statues, curule chairs enriched 
with gold, offerings and facrirkes, were laviih- 
ed on him. The Senate ordered that Tiberius 
and he mould be Confuls together five years fuc- 
ceffively, and that when they came to town 
(for it was not doubted but Tiberius would come 
to officiate as Conful) they ihpuld have a com- 
mon entry, which Ihould be as pompous as poffi- 
ble. They were miftaken s for Tiberius conti- 
nued in his Wand ■> and Sejanus camp tp Rome 
alone. 

AR 781 Tiberius Caesar Augustus, V. 

tfi.C. 31! L. ./Elius SejaHus. 
S())m»isre. He was there received with honors that ap- 
WtoT itb P roacne d t0 adoration. The eagernefs of all to 
fn*a into pay court to him was incredible : an infinite 
tyme. multitude filled his ami-chambers, which over- 
flowed into the very ftreets : every body was a- 
fraid not only of not being feen ? but of not be- 
ing feen one of the firft. For the fervice of 
this proud minuter was hard s as it was known 
that he had accounts given him of every word 
and action that efcaped each Roman of rank at 
leaft. Upon which Dio makes a reflection fome- 
what long, and yet methinks worth transcrib- 
ing- . 

Princes, ' fays he, in their inherent dignity are 

lefs 
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lefs jealous of difrefpeet, and more dHpofed to par- A, R.?U. 
don negligencesof thatfort, becaufe they are per- «ft-C j». 
fectly fatisfied that they cannot be defpifed : but 
thofe who enjoy only a borrowed power, feverely 
exact fuch duties, as elfential to their grandeur ; 
and in cafe of failure are angry, as thinking 
themfelves contemned and infultcd. For which 
reafon there is often greater crouds about favou- 
rites than fovereigns themfelves ; becaufe if an of- 
fence is committed againfl: the former, it is a vir- 
tue in them to forgive it -, but fuch forbearance 
in the latter is a proof of their weaknefs, 
and the revenging of it a confirmation of their 
power. 

Mean while Tiberius was preparing all things Tiberius'i 
for Sejanus's ruin ; in doing which he acted with "^'„ 
lingular, unexampled, circumfpe&ion and cau- ruining him. 
tion. He propofed to weaken Sejanus, without 
making him defperate ; for fear he Ihould take 
off the maik, and excite a revolt. The inten- 
tion of Tiberius alfo was to found the difpofi- 
tion and fentiments of the generality of the Ro- 
mans, to be certain whether they were perfonally 
attached to the minifter, or merely to his fortune, 
and confequently to know whether he ihould 
be applauded for, and feconded in, deftroying 
him; or whether, on the contrary, a riling was 
to be apprehended. To attain this double end, 

■nra.iv sxatWi' *f » c£f« k) ixXupdv ti avTat, B* iJiaAairi o-pi- 
011, art *} iavh7t fvrnaiut; en fiJj xa1»ppwsi!ai' °! i* iwtutlf *aX- 
tiwlajtalt jj'f'f*"'"! <wf»f» ieyyt** rti toibut», at x) i; tw.ts 
■*fuiptal&< tr^ut TcAnjiiijir atajicaua, an^vlSvt' ixi f*n nxf 07 '* ••• 
•zvl, a-xfa&cti Ti w[ JiaGaJAsui'oi, k} ofj-IJodai «S u6gi£ofMwr «J 
Std tbto fta**" «»(i tJ; TWrTVCi 11 wifi «-'TB(, a!f «Vh>, outo- 
frf«Tiifa;, <nrsia'$«ri>. in ™V fiij is? iiAjijU^iiiijfln ti, nifilqr to 
rvfytwai Tai $ij«' Teis Si wn fti> tot a*&i>«at w^mi iXtfJcnx Jb««, 
to H tnjiAflfU x) TifiKfijj-a&ai, 0iCaWn T¥ ftfya Sb'ja&ai tjjMi 
(•pifAw, DiQ. 

he 
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*:*■ 7 8 *- he refolded to aft fc dobioufly with refpec* t<J 
■**• C- 3'* Sejanus, fo to blend what might alarm him, with 
what would ftrcngtben his confidence, that his 
'change with regard to his mini&er might be 
gueffed at, and yet the miniller himfetf fhould 
have only tranfient apprehenfions, which fhould 
not hinder him from thinking himfdf {till loved 
and in favour. 

Thus *s to himfelf, he wrote to the Senate 
«nd Sejanus, fometiroes that he was extremely 
ill, and expected to die ; fometimes that he was 
in very good health, and was fetring out for 
Rome i at one time he commended Sejanus ex- 
ceflively, and at another ufed him roughly : he 
©bferved the lame' variations with refpect to the 
favorite's creatures, alternately rewarding and pu- 
nilhing (hem. 

This ambiguous, contradictory, policy kept 
Sejanus and the Romans in fufpenfe. The fear 
Sejanus was in at times was not ftrong enough 
to drive him to extremities, being thus mode- 
rated by marks of efteem ; and the figns of cook 
nefs abated his preemption, which orherwife 
would have made him look on the fucceis of his 
enterprise as certain. The Romans for their 
part no longer knew whether they were to honor, 
or contemn, Sejanus j whether they were to ex- 
pect: Tiberius's death, or his arrival in Rome j 
arid their fufpended judgment waited for fome 
external determination to fix it. 

Hence, however, refultcd a certain effect j 
namely, that particulars were more cautious of 
' fliewing marks of refpect and attachment to Se- 
janus, beginning to apprehend that they might 
hurt themielyes by appearing too much devoted 
to him. But bodies of men, whofe fteps are flow-, 
er and more deliberate, continued their wonted 
beha-i 
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behaviour-, and fo much the more, as Tiberius A.R.yU- 
beftowed a frefli favor on Sejanus, by admitting ■*■ c - 3** 
him and his ion into a college of public Priefts 
of the Roman people. And the Senate follow-' 
jng the Emperor's example, conferred on Seja- 
nus, when his Confullhip expired (that is, on 
the * fifteenth of May) the Proconfular power -, Siat- ^ 
and ordered that his conduit in.the Magistracy "«• 
he quitted fbould be propofed as a model to all . ' r a tha 
his fucceffors. ^= "t^j 

Thefe were the laft honors paid Sejanus. From vu^,. ' 
this time Tiberius, grown bolder, as every thing , 
continued quiet, ftudioufly multiplied on him 
marks of his disfavor. Sejanus having aiked 
leave to return toCaprese, under pretence of the 
Jicknefs of Livilta, who had been promhed in 
marriage to him, Tiberius denied him, faying, , 
that he himfelf lhould come immediately to 
Rome. 

He had lent for Caius, Germanicus's third ^'^r 
Ion, who was afterwards the Emperor Caligula, hit. 
to ftay with him. ' This young Prince, who was 
-then about twenty, had not put on the virile 
robe, thro* the ufual tardinefs of Tiberius. This 
he did therefore at Capreje, without ceremony, 
without ppmp, without any of the honors that 
had on the like occafion been paid to his elder 
brothers, Nero and Drufus. But foon after Ti- 
berius inverted him with the dignity of Pontif ; 
and writing on that occafion to the Senate, he 
exprefled himfelf favorably as to Caius, and inft- 
puated that he intended him for his fucceffor. 

This was a home-ftroke to Sejanus, who ien- 
fibly felt it, and deliberated whether he lhould 
not enter into adion. But he was prevented by 
the joy the people teftified at this glimpfe of the 
elevation of the laft fori of Germanicgs ; and he 
repented 



by Google 



34 8 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS, 

A-R.782-repcnted of not having made ufe of the Confil- 

aft. C. 31. j ar po Werj ■wherewith he had been lately armed, 

to. execute his defigns, and declare himfelf Em- 

• peror. 

Dnthof About this time Nero died of hunger and 

JJ^^i want in his prifon, the ifle of Pontia, Others re- 

eut'ieUeft lated his death differently, according to Sueta- 

*j Tii nius, and faid, that an executioner having been 

Br. ' ' fent to him, as if by order of the Senate, with 

the inftruments of death, the halter and hooks, 

the young Prince was fo frighted as to kill him- 

J>™. fejf. However it was, Tiberius, in the letter in 

which he acquainted the Senate with Nero's death, 

named Sejanus, ^without adding any expreflion 

of affection and benevolence, as he ufed ; and 

this omiflion was much remarked. 

An enemy of that Minifter having been ac- 
cufed in the Senate, Tiberius caufed him to be 
acquitted. At length, to fhew that his intention 
was not to have Sejanus loaded with new honors, 
he forbad the decreeing of any to himfelf, and 
alfo to all facrifices relative to the worihip of a 
living man. Now the cuftom of facrificing in 
honor of Sejanus had got fuch ground, that, if 
we are to believe Dio, he offered facrifices to him- 
felf, and was his own prieft. 

Thefe proofs given by Tiberius of his aliena- 
tion from his Minifter were the more intelligible, 
as he was known for a Prince who did nothing 
without a meaning, and carefully weighed his 
words and fyllables. And he was underftood ; 
for people no longer concealed their deferring Se- 
janus, but avoided him with the fame care they 
had before courted him. 
fetter'"'** Then Tiberius judged it proper time to give 
s™s«»- the finifhing blow. Of the two Confuls in office 
pinflsqn- ia the morUn of Oftaber, Falcinius Trio and 

Mem- 
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Memmhis Regulus, he fufpected the" firft. ItA.R.782. 
was therefore to Regulus that he addrefied his a *- c - 3*' 
orders againlt Sejanus, which he fent by Nevius 
Sertorius Macro, having firft given him the com- 
miflion of Commandant of the Pretorian co- 
horts, and ample inftru£tions how he was to be- 
have. And tho' he had taken every meafure that s u a. r,b. 
the moft refined prudence could fuggeft, yet, an- ^* - ^ 
xious about the event, fearful and quaking, he Dit, 
ordered Macro, in. cafe of any tumult; to free, 
if he thought it neceflary, Drufus, the fecond 
fon of Germanicus, who was imprifoned in the 
palace, and produce this young Prince to the mul- 
titude for their leader. He had got veiTels ready, 
if the danger became ferious, for his flight into 
ibme diftant province, where he propofed to im- 
plore the afftftance of the legions-, and, for fear 
the couriers Ihould be detained by unforefeen ac- 
cidents, he got on the fummit of a rock, whence 
he watched the fignals he had ordered for his in- 
formation of what mould happen. Timid pre- 
cautions, declaratory of a mean foul, and which 
render Tiberius as contemptible, as his cruelty 
makes him deteftable. But he had no occafion 
to make ufe of any of thefe laft refuges ; for all 
paffed with perfect tranquillity. 

Macro being come to Rome by night, com- &»■ 
municated his orders to the Conful Regulus, and 
to Gracilus Laco, Captain of the watch. The 
next morning early he went to the palace, (for 
the Senate was to meet in the temple of Apollo 
that was contiguous) and meeting Sejanus, as he 
perceived him uneafy that there was no difpatch 
from the Emperor for him, he heartened him, by 
telling him in his ear, ttiat he brought the order 
for afibciaring liiin with Tiberius in the Tribu- 
nitial power. This was the fum of Sejanus's 
wifties i 
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A. R78Z. withes'; he believed the filtering news, widen- 
ih - c -V'Xertd the Senate full of joy. Then Macro dif- 
mifled the Pretorian foldiera who had attended 
Sejanus, and were to guard the Senate ; (hewing 
them the eommiflion which appointed him their 
Commander, and promiling them a gratuity 
from Tiberius. In their room, he potted about 
the temple the fbldiers of the watch j and then 
going in, gave Tiberius's letter to the Consuls ■, 
after which he immediately went out; and hav- 
ing recommended toLaco to keep a good guard, 
ran to the camp of the Pretorians, to prevent 
the commotions that the ruin of their Com- 
mander might occafion among them. 

During this time the letter was reading in the 
Senate. It was long, and miferably mean-fpi- 
rited, but drawn up with all poffible art. For it 
was not an invective againtt the ambitious Mi- 
nifter who defigned to dethrone his matter. Jt 
began by matters altogether foreign ; then came 
a ihort flight fally againft Sejanus -, after which 
Tiberius pafled on to fomething elfe j then re- 
turned to Sejanus, and made him a reproach of 
fmall importance, which he concluded bluntly, 
by ordering juftice to be done on two Senators 
that were devoted to that Minifter, and he him- 
felf to be carried to prifon. For he dared not 
command him to be put to death, doubting his 
ftrength, and fearing that the laft feverity at once 
denounced, might produce fome great diforder. 
He ended, by reprefenring himfelf as a weak, 
defencelefs old man ; and defired that one of the 
Confuls would come to him at Capreas with a 
good body of troops, that he might come to 
Rome in fafety. 
tmfedjrt '**' ie e ^ft °f tn ' s ait ^ u l ^ etter wa * *" uc ^ M 
curled to Tiberius defired. If Sejanus had perceived from 
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the beginning whither it tended, he might have A.R.-78*. 
left the Senate; and he had partifans enough to. afi * c * J 1 ! 
have made an infurre&ion in the city. But. as 
Tiberius's firft complaints againft him were about 
matters of fmall concern, he was not at all a- " 
Jarmed. He had already experienced fuch little 
diicon tents, without their having had any bad 
confequences. He thought it would now be the 
fame, and continued quiet to the end. 

As foon as the order for arrefting him was 
heard, the Pretors and Tribunes of the people 
furrounded him, to prevent his making any re- 
finance ; and then was feen a terrible example of 
the viciffitude of human affairs. At the begin- ■ • 
ing of the meeting, all the Senators crowded 
about him to felicitate him on his fuppofed ele- 
vation to the Tribunitial power, they lavilhed 
their flattery on htm, allured him of their zeal 
for his fervice, and begged his protection. After 
the letter had been read, they fled from him, de- 
tefted him, would not even fit near him ; and 
among fo many adorers he found not one friend. 
Thofe who were moft violent againft him, were 
the very men who had had the clofeft connexions 
with him, but fearing now the confequences of 
his fatal friendlhip, they endeavoured to oblite- 
rate it by the ftrortgeft teftimonies of hatred. 

In the midft of the tumult, the Conful Regu- 
lus called Sejanus, who did not leave his place ; 
not thro* haughtinefs (he was now furficiently 
humbled) but becaufe it was fo new a thing for 
him to receive orders, that he knew not how to 
obey. The Conful was forced to repeat the cita- 
tion a fecond and third rime. At laft Sejanus 
anfwered, " Is it me you fpeak to ?" and as he 
rofe up, Laco entered, and fecured him. Tho' 
it was plain enough, that none of the Senators 
would 
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A.R. 782. would pretend to defend Sejanus, yet the Confulj 
•AC. 31. fearing the number «nd power of his relations 
and creatures, would not hazard a deliberation 
in form. He contented himfelf with afking the 
opinion of a Tingle Senator ; and he being for 
fending him to prifon, the criminal was carried 
there by the Conful, accompanied by all the 
magiftrates, and by Laco. 
jwv.sn.x. The people failed not to follow the example 
of the Senate. The inconfiderate multitude al- 
ways runs after fortune ', and declares againft 
thofe in difgrace. But if Sejanus had fucceeded, 
they would have proclaimed him Emperor. Now 
they overwhelm the wretch with infults and out- 
rages. All the way from the palace to the prifon 
he was expofed to their outcries and fhoutings ; 
and if he hid his face^ they 1 uncovered it, that 
he might efcape no' part of his cojifufion. They 
reproached him with his cruelty, in having def- 
troyed fuch numbers. They rallied him on ac- 
count of his vain hopes. They pulled down, 
and broke to pieces his flames ; to fliew him how 
they would willingly treat himfelf i and he faw 
in his reprefentations what he was foon to fuffcr 
in his perfon. 
H*i> I** For the Conful perceiving the people to be in 
» dcitb. the moft favorable difpofition he could wiftt, and 
knowing that the Pretorian guards made no mo- 
tion, re-affembied the fame day the Senate in the 
temple of Concord, near the prifon. There Se- 
janus was condemned to die, and immediately 

* Sed quid 
Turba Remi ? fequitnr Fortnnam, ut Temper, et wlit 
Damnatds. Idem populus, fi Nortia TuTco 

Faviflbt, fi oppreffa foret fceura feneftua 
Piinciois, hie ipsa Sejanum diccret hora 
Auguilura. - Jov.- 

executed". 
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lexecuted. His corpfe was draged with a hook A. R.782. 
to the Gemonise; and the populace for three a "- c -3'* 
whole days infulted it every imaginable way, and 
at laft, threw the miferable reliques into the river. 
Sejanus was put to death on the eighteenth ofsw.ri. ±j. 
October. His fortune was at firft adjudged to "•*■ 
the public treafury -, and the year following, by 
a fancy that fuppofed a difference where there 
was none, transported to the Emperor's exche- 
quer. . 

. All his family perifhed with him. His eldeft h» children 
fon foon followed him. The tender age of his ^^hh im . 
other fon, and of his daughter, probably occa- t«.v. 9. 
■ fioned for fome time a doubt, whether they fhould * 
be punifhed for a crime of which they were in- 
capable of participating. And perhaps the dread 
of difpleafing Tiberius by an indulgence con- 
trary to his intention, made feverity prevail. 
They were fentenced to death, and carried to 
prifon to be executed. The fon was fenfible of 
his misfortune ; but the daughter fo little knew ' 
what they were about, that fhe afked with tears, 
what fault (he had done, and where they were 
conducting her •, Ihe prbtefted (he would do fo 
no more, and that lhe would willingly fubmit to 
the punilhment proper for her age. Tacitus and 
Dioadd, that as there was no example of a virgin's 
being capitally punifhed, there was an effort 
made to palliate the inhumanity at the expence 
of decency, and that the executioner had orders 
to violate the child in the prifon, before he 
llrangled her. Dio fays, this was her who had 
been betrothed to Claudius's fon. If fo, her mar- 
riage rnuft have been fetded almoft as foon as 
lhe was born. 

Apicota, who had been long divorced from ^d, f A . 

Sejanus, was not condemned by the Senate. But p""". f< *- 

.Vol. II. Aa the^" n :, ftuf 
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A.R.782. the death of her children, and the fpectacleof 
■ft. C. 3 1 . their bodies expofed at the Gemonue, fo affected 
her that fhe could not bear life.. She killed her- 
felf, after having drawn up and fent to Tiberius 
a memorial, wherein fhe difoovered the black, 
abominable confpiracy that had robbed him by 
poifon of his fon Drufus. 
Art.m Til | then he had been in an error, and had 
believed that the Prince died of an Ulnefe occa- 
j*-.i».i:. fioned by his intemperance and exceffes. To 
dive into this horrid myftery, he had the eunuch 
Lygdus, and the phyfician Eudemus racked; 
and when by their confeffions, he was fatisfkd 
that Drufus's death was effected by the crime of 
Livilla and Sejanus, the frightful difcovery made 
him conceive a diftruft of all mankind; he ima- 
gined that there was nothing among .them but 
iniquity ; and his natural inclination to cruelty 
Sut. greatly increafed. Wherefore I cannot readily 
believe a tradition attefted by Dio, concerning 
tmiia'i Livilla's death. This hiftorian reports, that 
dath. Tiberius fhewed fo much regard for Antonia as 
to let her be the arbiter of her daughter's fate ; 
and that Antonia, fpite of her natural good-ni- 
ture, and maternal tendernefs, could not forgive 
Livilla, but ftarved her to death. It is not likely 
that Tiberius, angry with the human fpecies on 
account of Livilla's crimes, Ihoiild be difpofed 
to fpare her herfelf -, and I think it is not to be 
doubted, but that it was by his orders this wick- 
Tm. *i. 1. ed Princefs was put to death. The next year 
JSrtJ^T ^ Sena « decreed that her ftatues mould be 
fifani ouf- removed. 

£S by ChB II is remarkable, that in the difgraee of a fa- 
Houfej vorite, potent as Sejanus was, no-body fhouid 
tr thrprs- take his part. It is true, there were fome popu- 
ion«i ijr commotions j but they were occafioned by 
E* 'the 
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Ihe rage againft that detefted Minifter. The A- ^-7^.- 
mob maflkcred forhe that were known to be " 3I " 
ftrongly attached to him, and who under his pro- 
tection had been guilty of tyrannic violences. 

The Pretorian foldiers too, difcontented at the y 
preference given by the Emperor to the foldiers 
of the watch in the inlprifonment of the criminal, 
got together, and plundered and burnt fome 
houfes. But this licentioufnefs was foon ftoped 
by the authority of the magiftrates, to whom' 
Tiberius had recommended to be on this occa- 
ifion particularly careful of the fafety of the city *, 
and yet more efficacioufly by a donative that the 
Emperor made them of a thoufand denarii a $■». m 
man. The Syrian legions received alfo a grati- ri¥m ' 
fixation from Tiberius, becaufe they alone had 
never honored among their ftandards Sejanus's 
image. 

The Senate, after having feverely treated Se- Dec«eof 
janus, and all his family, blafted his memory ag ai n fts^»- 
too by the molt ignominious decrees. It forbid ous'smemo- 
any one's going into mourning for him-, as ifoi*. 
his death had freed the Romans from fervitude, 
it ordered to be erected in the Forum a ftatue of ' 
Liberty ; it appointed that the magiftrates, and 
all the colleges of priefts, fliould celebrate every 
year a feftival with folemn games on the day he 
was executed. The Senate alfo decreed new ho- 
nors to Tiberius j but that auftere Prince refilled Tiber™ re- 
them. He would not even receive the deputa-^^V, 
tions that the Senate, Knights, and people fent a«pi bin. 
to felicitate him $ and the Conful Regulus, who 
had fo well ferved him, going to him at Caprea; 
to efcort him to Rome, as he had defired in his 
letter againft Sejanus, met with a repulfe. Per- 
haps fear, as well as morofenefs, contributed to 
this brutal behaviour. For he was fo intimidated, £" rt,TO * 
Aaa that 
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A.R.78*. that even after Sejanus** death, he fpent feveral 
aft. C. 31. montns * without going out the Villa of Jupiter, 
which probably was the ftrongeft and fecureft of 
the twelve he had built in his ifland. 
D,;. The Senate, who thought that the extraordi- 

nary honors conferred on Sejanus, had infptred 
him with rafhnefs, and turned his head, forbid 
by a decree, that fuch mould be ever granted 
to any Roman, and alfo the fwearing by any 
name but that .of the Emperor. And yet this 
wjfe affembly fell into flattery, almoft at the 
fame time, to Macro and Laco. It decreed both 
of them gratifications out of the public treafury ; 
and to Macro the Pretorian ornaments, and thofe 
of the Qyeftorfliip to Laco ; together with fome 
other prerogatives. But both thefe officers, made 
. wife by Sejanus's recent leffon, declined honors 
whofe danger they were aware of. 
prtKhin 8 No-body at Rome was attentive to an event 
0-$™ which was to renew the face of the univerfe. 
, J ejus CbrtJ}, our Saviour, then preached his gof- 
pel in Judea, and founded the fpiritual monarchy 
foretold by the prophets, and deftined to fubdue, 
by the power of words, all the kingdoms of the 
earth. 

• Suetonius Jayi nine month, tfle of Caprefe towards thi ot- 

But tbl time is too long, ami nut ginning of the following ytatj 

tp be reconciled •with Tacitus, to go along the Jkort of Oam- 

ivbo mails Tiberius quit the pznia, and come near Rome. 



SECT. III. 

fiierius crueller after Sejanus 1 s death. Bkfus, and 
\ many others, profecuted before the Senate as ac- 
complices of Sejanus. Cruelties of Tiberius at 
Caprea. Melancholy adventure of a Khodian. 
Public 
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Public hatred of Tiberius. Servilities of the Se- 
nate. A Senator punijhedfor having propofed to 
give an honorable recompence to the Pretoria?, ifol- 
diers. Two accomplices of Sejanus condemned. 
Mejfalinus Cotta attacked by many Senators, and 
defended by Tiberius. Tacitufs reflexion on a 
confeffion that efcaped Tiberius. Tiberius's de- 
baucheries. His fhame of them fpite of himfelf. 
His cruelty continues. Paffionfor qccufations. 
Magnanimity of a Roman Knight accufed of be~ 
ing Sejanufs friend. Tiberiufs cruelty to bis old 
friends -, and to the learned Grecians he had about 
him. Many accufed. Death of Scaurus, A mother 
put to death for bewailing her fon. Death of Fu- 
fius Geminus, and of his wife. Rubrius Fabatus 
thinks of retiring to Partbia. Pifo, Prefe£i of 
Rome, dies. His perpetual drunkennefs. Lamia 
fucceeds him, and afterwards Cojfus. New Si- 
bylline verfes. Tiberius has them examined. Se- 
ditious motions of the people appeafed. The Em- 
pire foretold Galba by Tiberius. Marriages of 
Druftlla and Julia, Germanicus's daughters, and 
of Julia, Drufufs daughter. Troubles and ge- 
neral confufion about debts. Remedy applied by 
Tiberius, Continuation of Tiberius's cruelties. 
He puts to death all who were detained in prifon 
as Sejanu/s accomplices. Death of Afinius Cal- 
lus. Death of Drufus, Germanicus's fon. A- 
grippina's death. Plancina is accufed, and kills 
berfelf. Cocccius Nerva Jlarves himfelf. Peace- 
able deaths of three illufirious perfons. Confum- 
mation of the myjleries of the Saviour. Apbce- 
nix. Pomponius Labeo and his wife cut their 
veins. Informers punijhed. Boldnefs of Lentii- 
lus Getulicus. Second Decennals of Tiberius. 
Falfe Drufus. Troubles and revolutions among 
the Parihians and Armenians. Commotions in 
A a 3 Cappadocia, 
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Cappadocia. Continuation of Tiberius* s cruelties^ 
Peaceable death of Pappus Sabinus. Burial of 
a raven. Aperfon accufed poifons bimfelf in the 
Senate itfelf Punifhment of figranes. A great 
fire in Rome. Tiberius': liberality. Tib&ius*s 
perplexity and uncertainty about the choice of a 
fucceffor. Remarkable faying of Tiberius about 
Caius. Tiberius endeavours to conceal (be declen-. 
Jion of his health. Divers accufations. Volun- 
tary death of Artuntius. A tragical and fcanda- 
lous adventure. Tiberius's demife. The peopU 
inveigh againft his memory. Epochs and de r 
grecs of Tiberius 's wickednefs. Proofs of the 
badnefs of bis heart. His morefenefs. His ir- 
religion. His learning. His obfcure t pedantic 
flyle. His affeclation of purity. Hisper.fon. 



Tkriu 3 ' 1VJ- the Romans law Sejanus dead, they ex; 
croelkrifat peeled a milder government j imagining that the 
dSS""'* tyrannic rigors they had experienced, proceeded 
Srt.TH. lefs from the Emperor than his Minifter, who 
jwi'uviii nac * °^ en ac ^ ec ^ °f hi s own head, or by orders ex : 
torted from his mailer's weaknefs. 

Tiberius took care to undeceive them i and 
Jet them know that he wanted no prompter to 
cruelty ; that it was natural to him ; and that if 
he had not ftiewn it at firft, his moderation was 
owing to his policy, and not to clemency, to 
which he was a ftranger. His fury, far from 
being diminifhed by Sejanus's death, broke out 
with redoubled violence.- On account of real or 
pretended friendfhip, and intelligence with that 
guilty Minifter, Tiberius filed an ocean of blood *, 
and the relation of thefe horrors takes up almoft; 
all the reft of hisTeign. 

Blefus. 
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BIcfus, Sejanus-'s uncle, who had benefited A.R. ?8z. 
by his credit, as we have feen, was one of the Sj^'J,' ' 
firft that fiiared his difgrace ; and when he was minjibm, 
dead, Tiberius loaded him with reproaches and [^™ r ^ 
outrages. Another Hluftrious man, laudable for Saute >< IC - 
his conftancy, but whofe name is not to be^^f" * 
found in Tacitus, fell by his own hand. It is a^.','<, 
very probable conjecture that Velleius, who flat- 7 ' % ' 
ters Sejanus in the moft fervile manner in his 
Abftract of hiftory, participated of the deftiny 
of all his partizans. 

P. Vitellius, the friend and avenger of Ger- 
manicus, was accufed of having offered Sejanus, 
to fecond his criminal enterprises, the money in 
the public treafury, of which he had the cuftody. 
To Pompdnius Secundus, Predeceflbr of Mem- ■ 
rnius Regulus in the Confulfhip, was objected, 
that he had received into his gardens iElius Gal- 
lus, who, after Sejanus's execution, came there 
for fhelter. Thefe two found an afylum in the 
generofity of their brothers, who undertook to 
Keep them,, and be their fureties. Their affair 
lingered ; and Vitellius, not able to bear a con- 
tinual fufpenfe between hope and fear, defired a 
pen-knife, as if he wanted it for writing, and 
with it opened his veins. His hurts, however, 
were not mortal i but he died of grief. 

Pomponiua was a man of great elegance of 
manners, of a lively wit, and of diftinguifhed 
ability in poetry. His fpirits, and the amufe- 
ments he was capable of inventing, made his 
captivity tolerable, and he furvived Tiberius. 
"We (hall have occafion to mention him again in 
the fequel of this work. His brother acquired 
great reputation by the good-nature he fliewed at 
fo nice a juncture. But he tarnifhed this glory *«. *i- >s. . 
by lending his ajTiftance in odious accufations of 
A a 4. pretended 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



360 HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A. R.782. pretended high-treafon. He excufed himfelfby 
■ft.C. 3 1 - faying, that' he wanted the Emperor's favor to 
ward the blow that threatened his brother. But, 
befides that injuftice is not to be committed ori 
any pretext whatever, his buttling turbulent 
temper, really contributed to his giving lb much 
trouble to himfelf and others. 
Cmdtiet of Tiberius took pains to lay to the Senate moft 
owe*!" of the condemnations and pumfhments, think- 
Du. ing to deceive the world, and ;chrow on that a£ 

fembly the odium of the many bloody execu- 
tions of which he was the true caufe. He even, 
took a malicious pleafure in obliging the Sena- 
tors to ferve his vengeance by profecuting ons 
another. But his cruelty could not be fully fa- 
5 „ rf , tisfied without exerdfing it perfonally. At Ca- 
prese he often fed his eyes with the long and cru- 
el torments that by his order were inflicted on 
the wretches he doomed to die ; and in Sueto- 
nius's time the rock ufed to be fhewn from which 
he had them precipitated afterwards before him 
into the fea ; while marine foldiers placed at 
the foot of the rock, with long poles and oars 
beat and bruifed their bodies for fear fpme fpark 
of life mould yet remain. 

Suetonius alfo fays, that Tiberius, after hav- 
ing the firft hint about the black myftery of his 
fon Drufus's death, employed himfelf altogether 
many days in examining into that affair by tor- 
Melancholy tures ; fo that during this time, an old friend of 
. Khodiio. his of Rhodes, whom he had invited by letters 
to come and fee him, arriving at Capreas, Ti- 
berius, abforbed in this bufinefs, ordered him im- 
mediately to be racked, as if he had been one of 
the accomplices of the crime under examination ; 
and when he found his error, he ordered him to 
.be 
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be flam, For fear the poor man mould divulge A.R.782. 
his melancholy adventure. ' ■*- c -3'i 

Tiberius's cruelty was ingenious in inventing 
punifhments that made people fuffer long with- 
out killing them. Death was a favor; and he 
knew it fo well, that having been informed, that 
an accufed, named Carnulius, had deftroyedhim- 
felf, he cried out, Carnulius has efcaped me. 
" And on another occafion, as he was reviewing 
fome prifoners, one of them begging of him im- 
mediate death, he anfwered, ** I am not yet re- 
conciled to you." Every body is aware how PuMfciu- 
much fuch a tyrant muft have been hated. The £jj£ T " 
public deteftation of him went fo far, that, as £*■• 
Dio exprefies it, there was no Roman who did 
not wifh to tear him to pieces, if poflible, with 
his teeth. But he was full as much dreaded as 
hated, and to avoid his cruelty his fubjects re- 
doubled their fervility. 

Cn. Domitius Ahenobarbus. A.R.783. 

M. Furius Camillus Scrtbonianus. aft. C. 32. 

I faid, that Tiberius long refufed to fuffer the *j"jjj'j'* f 
pbfervation of his ordinances to be fworn to. 
Heconfented thereto at Lift j and it was cufto- 
mary every year, on the firft of January, for a 
Senator to repeat the oath, which the reft joined 
in by an unanimous acclamation. The year after 
Sejanus's death, whole Confuls were Domitius, 
Agrippina's hufband, and Camillus Scribonia- 
nus, this engagement was made more peribnal, 
and each member of the Senate pronounced, the 
whole oath. 

At the fame time, the firft men of the com- *«•"■ »■ 
monwealth ftrove to fignalize their zeal for the D "' 
' Emperor, by the new decrees, that I have anti- 
cipated, 
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AJL78}. cipatcd, againft the memory of Livilla and that 

*ft-C-J*-of Sejanus. 

An obfcure Senator, Togonius Gallw, made 
himfelf ridiculous by; aping the Caffii and Sdpios, 
He had a mind, like them, to pay his court to 
the Emperor, and he propofed that Tiberius 
might be deuced to choofc a number of Senators* 
out of which twenty, drawn by lot, ihould at- 
tend him armed with fwords when he entered the 
Senate. Dio juftly obferves, that this propofal 
was injurious to, 'the Senate, into whoje aflem- 
blies none were admitted but it's members. If 
then the Emperor wanted guards there, he mult 
be fuppofed to have enemies among the Senators, 
However, Togonius's motion was regiftered ; 
and Tiberius anfwered it with a ferious irony. 
For after having, in the letter he wrote on that 
fubject, thanked the Senators for their great 
good-will and affection, he expofed the difficul- 
ties of this new eftablifhment. " Who, faid he, 
mult I choofe, or refufe ? Are they to be always 
the fame, or a continued fucceflion ? Mull they be 
old magiflratrs,or young Senators? Thofe in office, 
or thofe out of office ? Moreover, how ftrange will 
it appear to fee Senators gird on their fwords at 
the entry of the Senate ? my life cannot be pf fucb, 
importance as to have it defended by fuch arms.* 1 
Thus bantered Tiberius, who at the bottom would 
have been very unwilling to truft his perfon and life 
in the hands of the Senators, whom he hated, 
and who he knew hated him. This he fuflki- 
ently proved the following year, when he defired 
leave to be accompanied, when he came to the 
Senate, by Macro, and fome of the Tribunes and 
Centurions of his guard ; an ulelefs precaution, 
by which he wantonly infulted the Senate, as he 
had determined never more to enter the Senate- 
houfe. 
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houfe. But he rifqued notrung m braving that *-R;7 8 l- __ 
afiembly, whofe cowardice was then fo great* **" * 

that in the decree that gave Tiberius the liberty 
he defired, without prefcribing the number or 
quality of the military people he mould bring 
with him, they_ added, that every Senator mould 
be examined and fearched before he came into the 
afiembly, that no one might conceal a fword un- 
der his robe. 

Togonius then was quit for having his motion a Shuw 
turned into ridicule by Tiberius. Another flat- j^*" 11 * 
terer paid dearer for a fine invention that adula- ,7^ 
fion dictated to him, and for which he valued anhonon,1,le 
himfelf. Junius Gallio, a Senator, obferving that ^3^"?™ 
Tiberius paid great regard to the Pretorian co* wrbn * M " 
horts, in whom he apprehended fome remains of fir.iL 3. 
their attachment to Sejanus, thought he mould D "' 
enter into the Emperor's views by propofing to 
the Senate, to order that the Pretorian ibldiers* 
when their time of fervice was expired, fliould 
have a right to lit at the fpe&acles among the 
Roman! 1 . Knights. Tiberius fent a thundering an- 
fwer to this article ; demanding of Gallio,- as if 
prefent, ** What bufinefs he had with the fokUery, 
men who were to receive nor orders, nor rewards, 
but from the Emperor ? he added, iniultingly, 
that Gallio was wifer to be fure than Auguftus, 
and had difcovered what had efcaped that great 
Prince ; or rather, that he acted as a mercenary 
of Sejanus, who aimed at fedition and difcord, 
by luring fimple and rude men, under pretence 
of honor and privileges, to break the laws of 
military difcipline." In confequence of this an- 
fwcr, Gallio was expelled the Senate, and after- 
wards Italy ; and as he was fufpecled of making 
his exile eafy and agreeable, becaufe he fixed in 
the pleafant ifle of Lefbos, he was brought back 
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SU '■ HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 
A. R.783. to Rome, and put in cuftody of the magiftrates, 
»ft.C. S*-fo that one of their houfes always ferved him for. 

a prilpn. 
Twowwm- Tiberius in the fame letter, charged as an ac- 
piites of se-. complice of Sejanus Sextius Paconianus, who 
tenooT" h aa " ferved Pretor. He was a bold mifchievous 
man, and one of thole whofe curiofity is always 
diving into the lecrets of families, and Sejanus 
had pitched on him for his inftrument and affift- 
ant in his plot to deftroy young Caius, Germa- 
nicus's third fon. The Senate was well plcafed 
to have an opportunity of exercifing a juft venge- 
ance againft this prfon, who was hated by all 
good men. They were going to condemn him to 
death, when he had recourfe to an expedient that 
had fucceeded to others, and' offered to difeqver 
an accomplice. He accufed Latinius Latiaris, 
who fome years before had been the chief betray- 
er of Titius Sabinus. 

* The acculer and the accufed, two men equals 
-ly detefted, adminiftered a moft grateful fcene tQ 
9it, vi. 39 . the Senate by their humiliation and diftreVs. La- 
tinius was condemned, and Paconianus kept in 
prifon. At the end of three years, being de- 
tected of compofing in the very prifon verfes a-: 
gainft the Emperor, he was ftrangled there. 
s««.77i.ixi. I do not know whether this is the fame Paco- 
nius, about whofe death Suetonius relates an, 
anecdote worth obferving. Tiberius being at ta- 
ble, a dwarf, who among other buffoons diverted 
him, afked, why Paconius, who had been fo long 
accufed of high-treafon, yet lived ? TheEmpe-' 
ror filenced him, by telling him to curb his pe- 
tulant tongue ; but in a few days he fent orders; 

■ Accufator ac reus, juxta invifi, gratum fpeftaculum pne- 
be bat w. Tac. 
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to the Senate to proceed immediately to fentence A.R. 7831 
onPaconius. , aft.C.j*. 

Whilft men once formidable and fupported met Membra 
with the puniihment of their crimes, fome Sena- £'£"£ 
tors thought the opportunity favourable to at- many sa»- 
tack Meflalinus Cotta, who long had merited SXi by 
the public hatred by the rigor with which he al- Tibenui. 
ways-voted againft the unfortunate, to fatisfy the *■**•'** 
cruelty of the Emperor. This was the fecret mo- 
tive of the Senate's indignation againft him, but 
other pretences were ufed. Sarcafms againftyoung 
Caius and Livia were arledged. He was arraign- 
ed for that, in a pecuniary affair between him 
and Man. Lepidus and Arruntius, he faid, " My 
' adverfaries will have the Senate for them, but 
I depend on my little Tiberius." Thefe allega- 
tions, which were advanced by Senators of a midr 
dling rank, were feconded by the leading men j 
wherefore Meflalinus, fearing the Senate's judg- 
ment, prevented it by an appeal to the" Em- 
peror. 

. He was not deceived in his hope's of Tiberius's 
protection. Soon came a letter to the Senate, in 
which the Emperor, having dated very back- 
ward his firft friendfhip with Meflalinus, and re- 
called many of his fefvices, defired the Senators 
not to wreft into crimes, words malicioufly in- 
terpreted, and fome gaieties efcaped in the midft 
of good cheer. He even demanded juftice againft 
the Senator Cecilianus, who had been the moft 
fanguine againft Cotta ; and the Senate implicit- 
ly obeyed. A little before Arruntius having been 
accufed (of what we cannot tell, becaufe the 
place where Tacitus related the affair is loft) his 
impeachers were puniihed as guilty of calumny, 

6 Illos quidem Sen&tus, me autem tuebitur Tiberiolos 
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A.R. 7*3. The fame fcnteoce was pronounced agalnft Cecf- 
afcC. m. lianusj and Meflalinas, a man indeed of great 
birth, but odious on account of manners, and his 
cruelty, was equalled in treatment with the molt 
worthy member of the Roman Seriate. 
T*iw«'ire- Moft remarkable • was the beginning of this* 
001 letter of Tiberius I am fpeaking of. Heefx- 
* prefled himfelf thus ; ** What to write to you* 
Confcript Fathers, or in what manner to write,. 
or what at all not to write at this inftant, if I 
can determine, may all the deities doom me to 
ftill more cruel agonies than thofe under which I 
feel myfelf perifliing daily." This confeffibn of 
what he fuffered, while he himfelf was the' 
fcourge of the univerfe, occafions a judicious 
reflexion from Tacitus. His cruelties, fays the 
hiftorian, and debaucheries became his punifh- 
tnenu. Nor was it at random that wife Socrates 
affirmed, that if the fouls of tyrants could be 
fecn they would appear full of wounds and (cars 5 
becaufe what ftripes are to the body, the fame to 
the foul is cruelty, luft, and iniquitous inclina- 
tions. And it appears, that neither Tiberius's 
imperial fortune, nor his inacceffible folitude, 
could exempt him from feeling, and avowing, 
the tortures and racks he endured, the confe- 
quences of his crimes. 

*. Infigne viium eft eamm Cafaris litcrarum initium. Nam 
his verbis exorfus eft : Quid fcribam vobis, P. C. aut quo- 
modo fcribam, auc quid omnino non fcribam hoc tempore, 
dii me dexque pejus pefdant, quam perire quotidie fentio, 
fi fcio. Adeo facinora atqae flagitia fua ip]i quoqiie in flip ■ 
plicium verterant. Neque fruilra fjpientiflimus fapienriat 
firmare folitus eft, fi reclndantar tyrannorum mentes, polTe 
adfpici laniatns et ictus, quando, ut corpora verberibus, ita 
fovitia, libine, malis confulcis, animus dilaceretur. Quip- 
peTiberium non fortana, non folitndinesprotegebant; quia 
torment* pefioris fuafqac ipie prcuas fateretur. lac. vi 6. 

Nothing 



^.iizai^Google 



TIBERIUS. 367 

Nothing more certainly caufes thefe avenging A - 9 --7 a 3- 
remories, that ignominy which makes a guilty !JSJ£,£*' 
pcrfon odious to himfelf, than criminal debau- jdwKhe- 
cheries. Now in the laft years of the reign and Jj^J* 
life of Tiberius, he became- a monfter that way, tbemfpit. 
keeping no fort of meafures, ufing violence, and ^^f t 
making no difference of rank or lex. And his 
confequential involuntary fhame made him avoid 
the fight of men. This year he quitted his if- 
land, and having failed along the more of Cam- 
pania, came near Rome ; and had, or feigned to 
have, a defign to enter it. But the remembrance 
of his crimes, on a fudden, drove him back to 
his folitudes and the rocks of Caprese. 

The ihamelefs diforders to which he abandoned [Jis a,,,^ 
himfelf without referve, did not leffen his cru-« ' 
elty. He continued to wage an implacable war ^ 
with all who had any connexions with Sejanus. T < 
He himfelf raifed up informers, tho' there were 
already fo many of them. The great as well as' 
the little followed d that fcandalous profeffion, 
and appeared in public impeachments, or gave 
fecret intelligence. Friends and enemies, ac- 
quaintance and ftrangers, every body was to be 
feared, and all forts of accusations were admit- 
ted. No diftin&ion was made between old 
and recent fafts, between words and actions. 
Words droped in the Forum, or efcaped at the 
table, were made crimes of. The fury of ac- 
cufing leemed an epidemic diftemper that had 

A Quod maxime exitiabile tulere ilia tempora, quum pri- 
mores Senatfis infimas etiam delationes exercerent, multi 
propalam, alii per occulram. Neque difcerneres alienos 1 
conjunct is, amicos ab ignotis, quid recena, aot vetuftate ob- 
fcurumj periode in Foro, in convivio, quique dere locuti 
incufabantur, at quis prxvenire ct reum deftinarc prapent i 
parsadfublidiwn hi, plures infedti quafi valetudine et con- 
tactu. lac. 

4 feized 
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A. R.7S3. (coed the whole nation. The leaft criminal 
aft C. 32. were tno j- e wno t hcrcby endeavoured to extricate 
themfelves from difficulties. Tacitus names four 
- unfortunate perfons who, when condemned, faved 
their lives by declaring themfelves ready to im- 
peach other pretended culprits. The beft known 
of the four is Q^Serveus, formerly Pretor, and 
a friend of Germanicus. He was arraigned by 
C. Ceftius, an illuftrious. Senator, who, after he 
had fecredy accufed him to Tiberius, received 
orders from him, to lay before the Senate what 
he had aquainted him with by letter. 
Mjgnani- So univerfal a cowardice makes the more laud- 
Rom.°n * a ^ e an example of magnanimity, fet at this 
Knight ic- time by M. Terentius a Roman Knight- Ac- 
ing'sejanus'i cufed of being Sejanus's friend, he openly avow- 
ed, ed it, in the following fpeech to the Senate;. 
" In my prefent circumftances, Fathers, to de- 
ny the charge were, perhaps, more expedient 
than to acknowledge it. But, whatever may be 
the refuk, I will own that I was the friend of Se- 
janus, that I even fought to be his. friend, and 
that I gloried when I had gained his friendlhip. 
I had feen him collegue with his father in the 
command of the Pretorian cohorts ; and after- 
wards I faw him inverted with unlimited power* 
governing the civil and military. All favors 
were bellowed on his relations and friends. Hjs 
friendlhip was the road to that of the Prince* 
On the contrary, thofe whofe enemy he was, ex- 
perienced nothing but alarms and misfortunes. 
Inftances I bring none j I will endanger nobody; 
but at my fingle peri], I will undertake the de- 
fence of all thofe, who, like me, are guiitlefs of 
• Tibenus, the criminal defigns of Sejanus. No, * Cefar, 
bapwfc" 1 ' e Sejanus the Vulfinian was not the man we 
phiied u if e fj „ Scjanum VulJiiiienfem, fed Claudia; et Julia: do- 

*"*"■ . courted j 



^.iizai^Google 



TIBERIUS. ■ 369 

courted; but the man permitted to enter into the A.R.783. 
alliance of the Claudii, and the Julii, the man^-C'S*" 
who was your fon-in-Iaw, the man who was your 
collegue in the Confulfhip, the man who under 
you adminiftered the Empire. . To us it belongs 
not to judge, who is he, whom above all others 
you exalt, nor for what caufes you have exalted 
him. Upon you the gods have devolved the 
fiipreme difpofal of all things, and to us remains 
the glory of obedience. Fafts we behold ; we 
perceive on whom you accumulate honors and 
power, and who are moft capable of ferving or 
hurting us. And that all thefe characteriftics 
centered in Sejanus, no man will pretend to de- 
ny. But to pry into the fecrets of the Prince, 
and endeavour to penetrate into his myfteries, is 
a rafh, hazardous enterprize -, in which we fhould 
never fucceed. Recall not, Fathers, the laft day 
of Sejanus ; recall fixteen years of the ■ higheft 
fortune. We then courted his meaneft retainers ; 
and efteemed it a great honor and advantage to 
be acquainted with his freedmen and porters.. 
What then ? Is this to be the undiftinguiihed de- 
fence of all Sejanus's friends ? Far from it, let 
juft limits bound it. Let the confpiracy againft 
the ftate, let the bloody defign againft the Prince's 
perfon be juftly punifhed. As to the ties of 
friendihip and acquaintance, we are in the fame 
fituation as you, Cefar, yourfelf 5 and juftified 
by your great example." 

mus partem, quas adfimtate ocenpaverat, tuom, Csefer, ge- 
nerum, tui Confulatus ibcium, tua officiainrepublica capef- 
fentem cokbamus. Non eft noftrum seftimare qoeui fupra 
ceteros, et quibuj de cauiu, eztoUat. Tibi fummnm reran 
judicium dii dedcrc ; nobis obfequii gloria reliaa ell. Spec- 
taoiQi porro quas coram habentur, cui ex te opes, honorca, 
quis plurima invandi nocendive potentia ; qua; Sejano fuifle 
nemo ncgaverit. Abditos Principis fenfns,et frqoid occoltins 
parat, exqnirere illidtum, ancees, nee ideo adfequars. ?'■"-. 

Vol. II. B b The 
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A.R.78J. The fuccefs was equal to the laudable refoIu> 
aft.C. it. t j on ij ere man ;f e fted. Terentius had dared utter 
what every body thought. He was .not only 
acquitted, but his accufers (guilty too of divers 
crimes) were punifhftl by banilhment or death. 
Tibniiu'i We do not know what (hare Tiberius had in 
SdftJwdt;' this aft: ofjuftice, tho' the honor of it feems to 
j^^^ e belong in the firft place to the Senate. But if 
■iuuhchad he authorifed it, as we muft fuppofe, he foon 
t.Tm' tarn 'fl lc ^ the little glory he thereby acquired, 
j6. " by new cruelties exercifed on his oldeft friends. 

Sex. Veftilius, formerly dear to Drufus, Tibe- 
rius's brother, and afterwards received by Tibe- 
rius into the clafs of thofc who had at all times, 
admittance to him, was accufed of having calum- 
niated the manners of young Caius in a fatyrical 
writing. Tiberius loved not Caius enough to 
intereft himfelf warmly in revenging his injured 
reputation ; but he made a pretence hereof to 
get rid of a man who was grown odious to him,, 
and thereupon forbid Veftilius to come into his 
prefence. Nobody was' ever difgraced by halves, 
with Tiberius. Veftilius underftood his lan- 
guage, and with his trembling, aged, hand, at- 
tempted to open his veins ; afterwards by a na- 
tural repentance he bound them up, and wrote 
to the Emperor to deprecate his wrath. But 
receiving a dry, fevere, anfwer, he finilhed what 
he had began, and opened them again for ever. 

Vefcularius Attieus and Julius Marinus, infepa- 
rable friends of Tiberius, who had followed him 
to Rhodes, nor quitted hiraat Caprese, were put 
to death too about the lame time. We may re- 
member that Vefculariw was the inter-agent in, 
the plot againft Libo : and Sejanus had ufed Ma- 
rinus to ruin Curtius Attieus, an illuitrious Ro- 
man Knight who had accompanied Tiberius to 
Capresei 
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Caprea;. f Hence the public was not difpleafed A.R. 783. 
to fee them fall by precedents of their own con- ■*■ c - 3 3 - 
triving. * 

It was a misfortune, as I have already obferved, 
to approach Tiberius, . or have any connexion 
with him. The learned Grecians, in whofe con- 
verfarion he amufed himfelf, tho' not to be fuf- 
peded of plotting againft the ftate, or combining 
with Sejanus, experienced neverthelefs his barba- 
rity. As one Zeno was talking to him, Tibe- 
rius, difpleafed with his affected pronunciation, 
aflted him what dialect he fpoke : " I fpeak the 
Doric,*' anfwered Zeno. As that was the dia* 
left of Rhodes, Tiberius imagined that the Gre- 
cian reproached him with his retreat into that 
ifland, and banifhed him to one of the Sporades. 

Tiberius ufed, during his meals, to propofe 
queftions to the Grammarians with him, about 
what he had read that day : and thefe queftions 
were often (as I have elfewhere obferved) very 
difficult and odd. But he diverted himfelf with 
puzzling the ableft of them, and detecting them 
in mhtakes. He was informed that one of them, 
named Seleucus, got intelligence from the offi- 
cers of his chamber of what books he read, in or- 
der to prepare himfelf: and for this pretended 
crime he firft forbid him admittance, and after- 
wards put him to death. 

Alt that I have laft related happened at Caprese. Mmy k- 
At Rome five of the moll illuftrious Senators ™*^;££* 
were at one time accufed of high-treafon. Hor- r«. ri. j." 
ror feized the Senate : for there was fcarce one 
of that aflembly who was not a relation, or friend 
of fome of the accufed. Two of them, Appius 
Silanus and Calvifms Sabinus, were cleared by the . 

f Qoo Istim acteptum, fua excmpU in coniulc&res red- 
diflb. Tit, vi. 10. 

B b 2 witnefies. 
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A.R. 783. wknefles. As to the other three, Annius Pollics 
afi.C. 31. Anriius Vinicianus his fon, and Mam. Scaurus, 
Tiberius referved to himfelf the cognizance of 
their affair, which he faid he would judge of in 
conjunction with the Senate; and as he never 
returned to Rome, they efcaped, all but Scaurus, 
who was re-accufed two years after. 
t« »i.* s . We have already more than once mentioned 
sZ'.di t*. tn ' s Scaurus, a man who was able to have fup- 
-mif.ir, 31. ported the glory of his family by his eloquence, 
had he not tarmfhed it by fuch immoral deeds as 
modefty cannot relate. It was not Sejanus's 
friendOiip, but Macro's enmity, that ruined him. 
This new commandant of the Pretorian bands 
fecretly imitated his predeceffor : and knowing 
that Scaurus had been long hated by Tiberius. 
imagined it would be an eafy matter to make 
him criminal. A tragedy compofed by this Se- 
nator furnilhed matter of accufation. Atreus 
was the fubject of it, one too much refembling 
Tiberius by his cruelty to his family ; and fome 
verfes therein feemed liable to fuch an applica- 
tion. At this Tiberius was much enraged, and 
paffionately faid, " Since he makes me Atreus, 
I will make him Ajax." And accordingly fub- 
orned accufers brought him before the Senate, 
not for his tragedy, which was his real crime, 
but for an adulterous commerce with Livilla, 
who had been dead three years, and for magic 
facrifices. Scaurus prevented condemnation by 
futcide, encouraged thereto by Sextia his wife,. 
whoadded practice to precept, and died with him. 
He was the laft of the Scauri, and with him that 
branch of the Emilian family became extinct. 

I now return to the year wherein Scaurus was 

accufed the firft time ; which prefents a piece of 

cruelty till then unheard of. I ihall relate it in 

Tacitus'*. 
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Tacfrus^s very words. * « Even women, faysA.R. 783. 
this hiftorian, were not exempt from danger, aft-C-3 2 - 
and as they could not be charged with defigns a mothra 
tp ufurp the government, their tears were made j^'bei*** 
treafon. Vitia, an old lady, and mother ofFu-'nB**" 1 " 1 - 
fius Geminus, was fentenced to execution for be- '*"' yu "* 
wailing the death of her fon:" 

The bloody death of Fufius Geminus is noto«thofFu- 
m what we have of Tacitus. Dio * places it fiu > Gem >- 
before Sejanus's ruin j- fo that it is probable that JJwifc * 
Fufius, having been Conful in the year of Rome 
780, periflied the following year. He had been 
a courtier of Livia ; which was fufficient reafon Slu[Tlt 
for drawing on him Tiberius's hatred, as he 
made it a rule to perfecute all that had been D , _ 
loved and protected by his mother. Fufius ac- 
cordingly was impeached of high-treafon and 
impiety againft the Emperor. To obviate this, 
he produced and read in the Senate his will, by 
which he had made Tiberius joint heir with his 
own children. But feeing his destruction was 
refolved, he retired without waiting the fentence. 
Soon after he was told that a Queftor was 
coming to notify to him a capital fentence, and 
execute it. Upon this he ran himfelf thro' with 
his fword : and, as effeminacy and lubricity had 
been imputed to him, when the Queftor entered, 
. pointing to his wound, he laid j " Look here ; 
and acknowledge that he who dies in this man- 
ner is a man, and no effeminate." Publia Prifca 
his wife was alfo arraigned, and being compelled 

k Ne feminse qnidem exfortcs periculi ; quia occupanda 
reipnblicse argui non poterant, ob laciymas incufabantur : 
nccalaqne eft anus Vitia, Fufii Gemini mater, quod filii ne- 
cem flevuTet. 

* Tie mm Itfimtwiat £/- it it there Rufus Geminiut. 
ptiftd in tbt greek bifierian : But the mijlakc is plain, and 
fir injttadef Fufius Geminus, Muretus bat correBed it. 

B b 3 to 
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A.R783. to appear before the Senate^ Hilled herfelf, in the 
aft. C. 32. |jgjj t Q f jj er judges, with a poniard (he concealed 
under her gown. 

I am aware that the uniformity of fo many 
melancholy events mult tire the reader. I will 
therefore omit , fome of the lead interesting, 
£™thl5u ^ ut * cannot P a ^ s ovcr ' n fdence the fingular ad' 
ofreimnsto venture of one Rubrius Fabatus, who, frighted 
fi at tne bl°°d fpilt on account of Scjanus's confpi- 
. vi. , 4 . ^^ ^ defpairing for the Roman common' 
weal, refolved to retire among the Parthians. 
At leaft he was fufpe&ed of it j and k is certain; 
that he was ftoped near the (traits of Sicily, and 
could give no good account of his intended jour- 
ney. He was afterwards brought back to Rome : 
but his life was not touched, through forgetful- 
nefs rather than clemency. 
P'G-, Prefca The death of L. Pifo, Prefedfor governour) of 
SiH.'Sfi the city, is an interruption of thefe tragic fcenes. 
jjerpetMi His name proclaims his nobility ; " he was never 
''the author himlclf of any fcrvile motion in the 
Senate, and was wife in moderating fuch as ne- 
ceffity forced from him. Notwithstanding he 
lived long in honour and dignity, and died peace- 
st'irt 10 ' a ^ at tne a ge of fourfcore. Perhaps he was 
s'n'Ef'.^' partly indebted for this fortunate tranquillity, 
iwxiii. as wc ]| as f or n i s government, to his conformity, 
to Tiberius in the love of wine. Seneca ' fays of 
him, That he was drunk but once in his life, 
for from the firft time he got intoxicated he w*s. 
never fobet tilt his death. 

He fpent at table the grcateft part of the night, 
and flept till noon, which w.as ; his day-break, 

h NuHius fervilis fententix fponte auflor, et, quoties ne- 
ceffiras ingrueret, i.apiepter moderans. Tac. 

1 L. Rib ebribs, ex quofemel faflus eft, fiat: maja- 

rem partem noftis in convtvio exigebat : nfque in horam. 
fextamfercdormiebat, hoc erat ejus matutimun. Sts. 

But 
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But what is furprizing is, that, not withstanding A. 14.78$. 
this vice, he filled for many years, to the fatisfec- * fi - c - 3 1 - 
tion of both Prince and people, an .important 
poft, that required extraordinary vigilance. 

His fuccefibr was Elius Lamia, whom Tibe- Jf?"/!^" 
rius had long detained at Rome with the title IZ Iftd-T* 
oFGovernour of Syria, without fuffering him to ««*cof- 
go and officiate. At laft he took from him this r«. vi. 17 . 
empty honor, and gave him a real employment, D "- 
where the tide and Junction went together. 

Lamia, who was very old, kept his place but 
two years : and after his death, Tiberius, as if fond 
of drunkards % beftowed the government ofs«. 
Rome on Coflus, whofc birch, wifdom, and mode- 
ration, would have entitled him to it, had he not 
been as much given to liquor as Pifo. He often 
would fall into fo found a fleep in the Senate, into 
which he would come immediately from the ta- 
ble, as to be carried away without waking him. 

Anew book of pretended Sibylline oracles, KewSa^L 
prefentcd to the Senate, and too eafity adopted Tib/t^hu 
by it, gave Tiberius an opportunity of aajuir- **«•«- 
ing reputation, by fhewing how fldlful he was "«^i. IM 
in all parts of government. Caninius Gallus, 
one of the Quindecimvirs (or Priefts that had 
the cuftody of the Sibylline book) had been the 
promoter of this affair ■, and Quin&ilianus, Tri- 
bune of the people, had propofed it to the deli- 
beration of the Senate. Tiberius excufed the 
youth of the Tribune, who was not obliged to 
underftand thefe matters. But upbraided Gallus, 
who on account of his age and employment 
ought to have known with what circumfpe&ion 

k Poto quia illi bene cefierat Pifonis ebrietas, poltea Cof- 
fum fecit urbis Prafectum, virum graven], moderatum, fed 
merfum vino et madentert : adeo nc ex Senatn aliqnando 
inqueme convivio venerat, oppreffus iuexcitabili fomnotol- 
lerelur. Sen. 

B b 4 and 
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A. R 783. and maturity it was proper to precede in the 
»ft.C. 32. admifiion ot new oracles. He recalled the wife 
precautions that Auguilus, and before him the 
Senate, at the time ot the burning of the capitol, 
had taken about a collection of Sibylline verfes : 
and he concluded by ordering the new book to 
be examined by the Quindecimviral college. Ta- 
citus leaves us to guefs that the book, on exa- 
mination, was rejected. 
sditiwi He conducted himfelf with the fame gravity 
o>e i^pt on account of fome commotions of the people, 
appeared, occafioned by the dearnefsofprovifions. There 
had been for feveral days in the theatre feditious 
clamors i and the Emperor had been apoftro- 
phifed very difrefpectfully for not remedying 
the dearth. Tiberius reprimanded the Senate 
and magiitrar.es for not putting a flop to this 
licentioufnefs 1 and fubjoined to his letter a me- 
morial, in which he fliewed from what provinces 
he had corn, and in how much greater quanti- 
ties than in the time of Auguftus. In confe- 
rence of this letter the Senate pa0ed a decree 
of ancient fe verity, to keep the people within the 
bounds of their duty. The Confuls alio publilhed 
an ordinance in the fame ftyle. Tiberius addrelfed 
no remonftrance to the people, imagining that his 
moderation would be commended. But every 
thing is taken ill of a Prince that is hated, and his 
iilence was placed to the account of his pride. 

The Confuls of the following year, as well 
as thofe of that we are doling, were two men 
of rnoft illuftrious names, Galba and Sy 11a. 

A.R. 784. Ser.. Sulpicius Galba. 

■ft.C-'3J* L. Cornelius Sylla. 

Galba is the Emperor who Aiceeeded Nero 

when he was very old, and reigned but a few 

months. 
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months. Tacitus tells us, that Tiberius foretold A.K. 784$, 
him, during his Confulthip, this his late and fhort aft *"3.l* 
reign, in thcfe words ; " ' Galba, you {hall fi m tott' pu * 
one day tafte of Empire." He alfo adds, that it Tj .. » 
was by judicial Aftrology, which Tiberius hadV«. « >M , 
been inftructed in by Thrafyllus, that he thus; 
penetrated into futurity. I 

Thofe who are acquainted with the cheat of 1 
Aftrology, will not be difpofed to admit readily 
the truth of fuch a prediction. We muft. ob- 
ferve too, that authors differ about this affair, and 
that Suetonius afcribes to Auguftus what Tacitus 
fays of Tiberius. But fuppofing the fact true, 
fuppofing we were alfo to believe, on the autho- 
rity of Tacitus, that Thrafyllus's Ion foretold that 
Nero fhould be Emperor, two predictions that have 
fucceeded by chance are not fufHcient to gain cre- 
dit to an art without principles, or rather contrary 
to the principles of realbn. Credulous writers re- 
cord the inftauces that are favourable to their pre- 
judice, and prudently pals over in filence the facts 
which are repugnant thereto, and the numberlefs 
prophecies that have been falftfied by the events. , 

This year Tiberius married Drufilla and Julia, : 



who had been Confuls together four years before. GemanL. 
Vinicius is the perfon to whom Velleius addre0es££!^f^ 
his abftract of hiftory. His family had not been >iisD™- 
loRg enobled ; and he was originally of the lie- j£! dl °*' 1 " 
tie town of Cagli in Latium, where his anceftors *«. *i. ij. 
bad lived Roman Knights. His grandfather firft 1J ' 
introduced the Confulfhip into the family. He 
himfelf was a man of a gentle temper, and a good 
fpeaker, which was then a matter of moment 
- among the firft Romans : but his eloquence was 
like his character ; and when Tacitus fays that 
i Et ti), Galba, quandoque tleguitabis Imperium. 

it 
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A.R. 784- it was mild, he makes us imagine that it was fpi- 
«&.<-'. 33. ritlefs. The name of Cafiius is famous in the 
Roman Hiftory. This we fpeak of was more 
admired for the eafmefs than vigor of his fpirit. 
Tiberius's policy in the choice of his fons-in- 
law is eafily fathomed, he took care they fliould 
be fuch as, from the turn of their temper, would 
not give him any fufpicions. 

He followed the fame plan in the marriage of 
Julia, daughter of his fon Drufus, and widow of 
Nero, Germanicus's eldeft fon. She was remar- 
ried to Rubellius Blandus, a confular perfon, 
but whofe grandfather many remembered a Ro- 
man Knight fettled at Tiber. 
Troabksuid Debts and ufury, the old caufes ofdivifions 
^fi^tout an( * trou bles in Rome, and always continued by 
debti. the wants of fome and the avarice of others, fpite 
^^J |V of the methods often attempted- to prevent the 
beriw. abufe, had prodigioufly increafed by the means 
Xw.vi.i6. of luxury, which was now at its height. The 
evil appeared by the great number of difputes 
between the borrowers and lenders; and the 
Pretor Gracchus, tired with the many fuits of 
thrs fortbrought before him, and perceiving that 
it was a general fore which particular judgments 
could not heal, but that the government alone 
could do fomething effectual therein, had re- 
courfe to the Senate, and implored the aid of its 
wifdom and power. 
..■ The Senate could not help ordering the ob- 

' fervation of the old laws-, and particularly of that 
which Cefer the Dicl&tor made againft ufury. But 
oh the other hand the breach of the laws had 
been univerfal, and the Senators (hemfelves were 
all guilty. They therefore begged impunity 
from the Prince, and an interval of eighteen 
months for fettling all accounts between debtors 
% and 
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and creditors agreeably to the law. Then hap- A.R. 784. 
pened a general commotion in all fortunes. Lands ■ft-C 33. 
were every where fold, and their value accordingly 
fell. Money was locked up -, which was before 
fcarce, becaufe the condemnation of fo many 
rich Romans, and the confequetuial confifcations 
and fales had carried moft of the current money 
to the public treafury, or that of the Emperor. In 
this diforder the firft families in Rome were threa- 
tened with immediate ruin. 

Tiberius on this occalion came to a refolution' 
worthy of a Prince who defired the relief of his 
fubjects. He fet apart a fund of an hundred 
millions of fefterces, (about two millions and 
five hundred thoufand crowns) out of which any 
one might borrow for three years, without in- 
tereft, what he wanted, provided he mortgaged 
twice the value of the fum in land. This reflburce 
made money circulate again ;- people paid, pri- 
vate lenders too were found, and credit was re- 
stored. This fact, with feveral others that we 
have related, proves, contrary to the opinion of 
. Dio and Suetonius, that avarice was not to be 
reckoned among Tiberius's vices. It is true he 
did not attempt magnificence 5 but he made a 
good ufe of his money : and if he enriched his 
exchequer by confifcations, it was rather through 
malice than covetoufnefs. 

For he was thoroughly mifchievous ; and his Continu*:- 
attention fometimes to the public good ftoped ,*£,■, fri- 
nge the courfe of his tyrannic cruelties, Confi- 1" 3 * 
dius Froculus, while he was celebrating peaceably 
his birth-day, was hurried away to the 'Senate 
on pretence of high-treafon, and inftandy con- 
demned and executed. And his filler Sancia was - 
interdicted fire and water. 

A whole family, descended from Theophanes, 
formerly 
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A.R. 784. formerly a friend of the great Pompey, was 
•ft- C. 35. ruined by one blow. Pompeia Macrina his great- 
grand-daughter} whofe hufband and father-in- 
law, two of the prime nobility of Greece, Tibe- 
rius had already deftroyed, was banilhed. The 
father of this lady, an illuftrious Roman Knight, 
and her brother, formerly Pretor, perceiving they 
mould be condemned, flew thernfelves. And, 
what feems incredible, they were reproached 
with nothing but Pompey's friendfliip for their 
anceftor, and the divine honors paid by the flat- 
tery of the Grecians to Theophanes. 
**■.*■". »». The riches -of Sex. Marius, and the beauty of 
tt* ihiii. his daughter, were his ruin. He was the richeft 
man in Spain, pofleflmg mines of gold of pro- 
digious value. Dio relates a romantic proof of 
his wealth. He fays, and I doubt whether he 
is to be believed, that Sex. Marius, being di Sa- 
tisfied with a neighbour, invited him to his houfe, 
where he detained him two days ; during which 
time he pulled down this man's houfe and rebuilt 
it in a better manner. He then led him to it, 
and fliewed him what he had done ; laying, " It 
is thus that I make my enemies fen6ble of my 
vengeance and generality.'* As to his daughter, 
he was apprehenfive of Tiberius's lull, and to a- 
void that danger kept her from court, fecreted in 
a place of fafety. Tiberius, enraged thereat, had 
him accufed of corrupting her : and on this odi- 
ous imputation Marius was precipitated from the 
. Tarpeian rock. His effects being confiscated, 
Tiberius icized on his mines of gold, either 
through real avarice, or perhaps to conceal un- 
der the appearance of a lefs lhameful vice the true 
reafon of his hatred to the unfortunate father. 

The prifons were filled with perfons accufed 

of being Sejanus's accomplices. The detail of 

parti- 
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particular profecutions tired Tiberius j therefore A.R. yfy; 
to avoid that trouble, he iflued inhuman orders —■ C ' M* 
for putting to death all who were detained in pri- d*t(hdiwi» 
fon on that account. Tacitus makes a terrible ™* *;*■»* 
pifture of this horrid butchery. * Expofed at „ j£ji QU ?» 
the Gemoni* lay the monuments of the mighty **o"'pii«*. 
carnage ; thofe of every age and fex ; the illuf- 
trious and the mean, their carcafTes thrown in 
heaps or apart. Nor was it permitted to their 
friends or relations to approach, bewail, or even 
behold, them. Round the dead, guards were 
placed, who watched faces and marked the figns 
of forrow -, and as the bodies putrefied faw them 
thrown into the Tiber, where they floated in the 
ftream, or were driven upon the banks, no body 
daring to burn, or touch, them. The. force of 
fear had cut off the intercourfes of humanity; 
and in proportion to the growth of tyranny, 
every fymptom of commiferation was bantihed. 

This year the death of Afinius Gallus was di- DnAof 
vulged, who had languished three years in mi- A&"u»c»fc 
fery, being ftriftly guarded in the houfes of the s£.ri BJ . " 
magistrates, with only juft nourifliment enough 
(as I have laid) to prolong his life and punish- 
ment. Tacitus reports, that he perifhed through 
famine, and doubts only whether his death was 
voluntary or conftrained. It is eafy to imagine 
that the languor occaGoned by lhorc and bad diet 
mould deftroy an old man. Tiberius being con- 
futed whether he mould be buried, was not 

m Jacuit inunenfs flrages, omnia fixes, omnis Eetas ; inlu- 
flrc», ignobiles, difperfi ant aggregati . Neque propinquis aur 
atmicia adfiftere, inlacrymare, ne vifcre quidem diutius dabs- 
tor: fed wreumjeaicuftode3,etiiimceroremcojufqHeinteiiti, 
corpora yatitha* adfeitabantur, dum inTiberim traheren- 
tur ; nbi fluitantia, ant ripia adpulfa, non cremarc quifquam, 
non contingere.- Interdderat fonts human* commerdnm ri 
mm* ; quaatumqtie famtiagUfccbat, mifciatkj arcebatur. Tat. ' 

alhamed 
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A R. 784. afhamed to permit it, nor even to complain of 
■*■ c - 33- the accident that had carried off the accufed be- 
fore he had time to convict him; as if three 
years had not been fufficienc ' for preparing the 
profecution of one of the molt illuftrious mem- 
bers of the Roman Senate. 
Dudiof Soon after perimed Drafts, Germanicus's fon, 
Dm&t.cer- having ftruggled with hunger nine whole days, 
J™*"' ' and fupported himfelf by the moft miferable nou- 
rishment, and gnawing the fluffing of his bed. 
We faid that Macro had orders to fetch this young 
Prince out of prifon to oppofe Sejanus, if he found 
means to raife any difturbance in the city. This 
order got wind, and rejoiced the public, who 
looked on it as a fign of a reconciliation of the 
Emperor to his daughter-in-law and grandfon. 
This was a reafon why the inhuman wretch 
hardened bis heart, and ordered Drufus's death. 

And after he had killed him, he ftiH purfued 
him with cruel invectives, charging him with a 
body foul with every proftitution, a fpirit breath- 
ing deftruction to his own- family, and a rage 
againft the commonwealth. He had alfo read 
in full Senate the -journal, that had been kept by 
his order, of all the actions and words of this 
young unhappy Prince. This lecture ' ftruck 
the Senators with horror. They coufd not con- 
ceive that a grandfather could place for fo many 
years about his grandfon, fpies, to watch his leaft 
motion, his geftures, his looks, his fighs, his 

■ Quo ncu aljud atrocius vitum. Adititjfit par toe armos 
qui volt inn, gemitus, oecultsm etiam murmur cxuperent ! 
« poCuSe avum audire, legere, in pwblicnni jnumerc, yw 
fides i.nifi qnod A&ii ceMuHonis, ct Didjmt fiberti epi- 
ftolse fwvorum rinmina prxferebant, ut e>nh egmdieatcn 
cubiculo Drufum pulfaverat, ezteiroent. Eaam ioa verba 
Cerrturio- Ixvttiz pkoot Casquam egnegiam, nocdqnedcfi- 
ciemii, attjecerat: ejttw winio alieoariaaem nwote ftnjilaus, 
1^*6 per denienliam, Tuneita Tiberio, max, ubi exTpes 
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murmurs ; much lefs that he could bear to hear, A.R. 784. 
read, and publilh, fuch aregifter. They knew not ^-^ 11* 
how to believe their ears, but that theftyle of thefe 
infamous memoirs too plainly favoured of the fer- ' 

vile character of thofe who drew them.. Therein 
were mentioned (laves, who boafted of having 
ftruck Drufus as he came out of his chamber, -of . 
having filled him with terrors. The Centurion 
that guarded him alfo repeated, as matter of glo- 
ry, his own language to Drufus, full of barbarity : ' 
with the words uttered by him in his ialt mo- 
ments : and told how Drufus at firfl:, feigning 
diforder of mind, ventured to rage againft Ti- 
berius, in the fly le of a madman ; and how af- 
terwards, when all hopes of life had forfaken 
him, in fteddy and deliberate imprecations he 
invoked the vengeance of the Gods, that, as he 
had Slaughtered his daughter-in-law, his nephew, 
his grand- children, and with (laughters had filled 
his whole houfe, fo they would, in juftice to the 
anceftors oftheflain, in juftice to their pofterity, 
doom him to fome molt cruel and dreadful ca- 
taftrophe. The Senators interrupted this by 
outcries and wifties oppofite to thefe impreca- 
tions. And they were really frighted, and a- 
mazed, to find that Tiberius, who had been 
once fo dark and fubtle in his wicked nefs, was 
arrived at fuch a difregard of the judgment of 
the public, as to remove as it were the coverc 
of the walls, and prefent to the Senate his own 

rite fait, meditatas compofitafqne diras imprec abator : ut 
quemadmoikm Durum, filiumque fratrit, et nepotes, do- 
m unique onuiem czdibua compleflet, ita poenaa no mini ge- 
ncrique majoi om a pollens exfolveret. Obtarbabant qui. 
dem Patres, fpecie deteftandi : fed penetrabat pavor et ad- 
mlratio, calliaum olim et tegendis fceleribus obfeurant, hue 
confidential venifle, ut timquam dimotis parietibus oitende- 
ret nepotem fub verbere centurionis, inter fervorum iftus, 
cxtrenu view aliments fruftra orantem. 'lac, 

Grandfon, 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



3U HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS. 

A.R. 784. Grandfon, outraged by a Centurion, beat by flave3» 
***- c *33-and imploring in vain the laft fuftenance of life. 
Apiftiw'* Before the impreflions of this grief were worn 
*"i>. out, the death of Agrippina caufed new tears to> 
sZ#. ra* 5- ftream. Since her condemnation ihe had been 
5> ^ treated by Tiberius with the utmoft inhumanity ; 
infomuch that, as even her imprifonment could 
not break her fpirit, nor hinder her from re- 
proaching him bitterly to his face, he ordered her 
one day to be (truck on the face -, which was 
executed with fuch violence as to beat out one 
of her eyes. And when (he and her Ions were 
carried from one place to another, he ufed the 
precaution to fhut them up clofe in a litter,' 
Joaded with chains, with the windows fhut, and 
guards all about them, to difperfe curious people. 
Tacitus conjectures, that Agrippina on the 
death of Sejanus flattered herfelT that her condi- 
tion would be bettered, and therefore prolonged 
her wretched life -, but at laft finding no alteration 
but the lame cruelties continued, ihe refolded tjo 
famifh herfelf. According to Suetonius, Tiberius 
envied her even that fadconfolation, and ordered 
victuals to be forced down her throat. Others, on 
the contrary, have faid that Agrippina was not 
willing to dye, but that they refufed her nouriih- 
ment. All that feems certain is that lhe was ftarv- 
ed. Tiberius alfo endeavoured to.ruin herreputa- . 
tion, and accufed her of adultery with Afinius 
Gallus: whofe death, he faid, drove her to de- 
fpair, unable as fhe was to furvive her gallant. 
But Agrippina °, impatient of a private condi- 
tion, and eager for rule, had facrificed to maf- 
culine ambition the vices of her fex. Tiberius 
was not amamed to boaft to the Senate of his noc 
having ftrangled her, nor expofed her body at 

Sed Agrippina icqoi impatiens, dominindt avida, viri- 
libus curis feminaruin vitia exuerat. Tic. 

the 
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theGemonix: and he obferved, as a memora- A.R. ? g+. 
ble circumftance, that (he died the fame day on »ft-C. 33, 
which, two. years before, Sejanus had fuffered. 
The Senate, always flavifh and cringing, return- 
ed him thanks for his clemency 9 and decreed at 
the fame time, that every year on the eighteenth 
ol October, the day on which Sejanus and Agrip- 
pina died, a gift ihould.be offered to Jupiter. 

The death of Agrippina, by a reverfe fcarce pi^rfuEi 
credible, procured. that of Plancina her mortal JSJ^JJijjJf 
enemy. We may recollect what mare this lady 7 «. ^. a§." 
had in the crimes that coft herhufband, Cn. Pifo, 
his life. But then the enmity of Agrippina, as 
well as Livia's protection, faved her. Favour and 
hate being now with drawnj juftice prevailed* I 
add too, that Plancina had been too great a fa- 
vourite with Livia to be one with Tiberius. 
Finding herfelf therefore accufed of crimes that 
had made fo much noife, me would not flay for 
judgment, and with her own hand revenged on her- 
felf, fomewhat late, Germanicus, and his family. 

In the midft of fo many deaths that afforded Ti- Coetdut 
berius joy and triumph, there happened one that Nem 
afflicted him. Cocceius Nerva, his infeparable *£"** bim ~ 
friend at all times, the only confular perfon that 
accompanied him to Capreas, in vigor of body, 
and as much in favour as ever, formed on a hid- 
den a purpofe of dying. Tiberius was alarmed 
at it. He went to him, aflted him his motives 
to fo extraordinary a procedure, entreated him 
to defift, and even owned that, it would be grie- 
vous to him, and prejudicial to his reputation, 
to have his belt friend, without any apparent 
caufe, relinquish life. Nerva' all the while 
kept an obftinatc filence ; and completed his pur- 
pofe by abftinence. Thofe who were his confi- 
dents pretended, that the more he faw into the 
miferies of the commonwealth, the more he was 

Vol. II. C c tranf- 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



$te . HISTORY OF THE EMPERORS, 

A.R. 784. tranfported with indignation and dread ; and had 
C. 33 -therefore refolved, while yet his fortune was fa- 
vourable and unaffaulted, to fecurc an honeft 
end. This manner of thinking, at a time when 
filicide parted for an ad of heroifro, well agrees 
with the character of a great lawyer, as Nerva 
was, who, being accompliihed in the knowledge 
of divine and human laws, muftbearwithmoreim- 
patience than other people injuftice and tyranny. 
peteeabie This year three perfons ofthenrft rank died 
^m uhfiri. Peaceably, Elios Lamia, Governour of Rome, of 
ow pcifom. whom we lately made mention j Man. Lepidus, 
famous for his moderation and wifdom ; and 
Pomponius Flaccus, Governour of Syria, who 
attained that high poll by his talent for drinking* 
as we have eliewhere obferved. On occafion of 
the death of the lair, and the consequential va- 
, cancy of the Government of Syria, Tiberius wrote 
to the Senate, to complain that thofe Senators 
who were fitted to command armies declined 
that office, fo that he was obliged to have re- 
count to entreaties that one of the Confulars 
would accept the government of that province. 
A groundlefs complaint, fince nothing but his fuf- 
picious diffidence made the Senators afraid of great 
polls: and he himfelf had detained ten years Arrun- 
tius at Rome, not being willing he fhould go to 
the Government of Spain which had fallen to him. 
coofumma- To this year alio is to be referred, according 
mVainoi w tne °P' mon ol " tne molt knowing Chronolo- 
thi Soriour. gifts, the confummation of the my fteries of Je- 
AjsChrift, his death, refurrection, and glorious 
afcenfion : the only comfortable objects in the 
midft of a deluge of crimes ; and divine remedies 
to the ills of mankind, whofe iniquities are ef- 
faced by the fufferings of their Saviour, and who 
revive with him to eternal juftice. 
The following year the Confuls were Paulus 
Fabius 
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Fabius * Pcrficus ; and L. Vitellius, father of 
the Emperor of the fame name. 

Paulus Fabius Pbrsicus. A.R.785'. 

L. VlTELLIUSi aft. C, 34. 

In this Confullhip, if we believe Tacitus, theAPiwnix. 
Phenix appeared in Egypt : Pliny and Dio &y|^.5ii***. 
it was two years before. But the date of a fabu- a* L Jvmii," 
lous wonder* of whofe failfity nobody now doubts, 
is of little importance. 

Rome always offers us the fame view, accufa- Pon>po»>ui 
tions ( condemnations, and bloody executions. ^ V ikLt 
Pomponius Labeo, who had been Governour of thei*™™. 
Mefia, and Paxea his wife, being accufed of ex- 
tortion, opened their veins and died. The dread 
of an infamous execution determined many to 
facte defperate actions: and the more, as thofe 
who were condemned in form were debarred bu- 
rial, and forfeited their eftates j whereas filicide 
commonly put an end to the profecution, and' 
Tiberius, difcharged (as he imagined) of the re- 
proach of cruelty by thofe who killed themfelves, 
uiffered them to be interred, and their wills to 
ftand : the motive and price of difpatch. He 
manifefted this inhuman policy with refpect to 
Labeo and his wife. For he wrote to the Senate, 
** That according to a cuftom of the old Romans, 
judging Labeo unworthy of his friendfhip, he 
had broken off* all intercourfe with him, and for- 
bid him his houfe : and that Labeo, knowing 
himfelf guilty of mal-adminiftration in his go- 
vernment, had chofen to conceal the juft appre- 
he"nfion of the punifhment of his crimes under 
the odium of a tragical death. And that Paxea 
had too foon taken fright, fince, if guilty, ftie 



* I jkaB rtlatt under Call- idea ef the morah ef FabilU 

had 
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A.R.785 had nothing to fear." It coft Tiberius- nothing 
aft. C. 34. t0 bo^ f ^j s clemency to the dead. 
J nf «n*" This affected mercy did not hinder him from 
* u *^' reducing foon after to felf-deftroction Mamercus 
Scaurus, whofe death I have anticipated. But 
his accufers did not go unpunished. They were 
venal fouls, as are all of that profeffion, and 
took a bribe of Varius Ligur, to drop a profecu- 
tion they were letting on foot agamft him. Ti- 
berius, whom fuch a practice could not fail to 
difpleafc, abandoned them to the vengeance of 
the Senate, who banimed them into diftant iflands. 
Abudius Rufo, once Edile, gives a fecond in- 
stance of the punifhment of an informer. Hav- 
ing commanded a legion under Lentulus Getuli- 
cus, who was at the head of the army of the High- 
er Germany, he endeavoured on his return to 
Rome to ruin bis General ; and accufed him of 
being an accomplice with Sejanus, becaufe a 
marriage had been agreed on between a fon 
of the favourite and a daughter of Lentulus. 
The credit and conftancy of the accufed made 
the mifchief he was threatened with recoil on the 
accufer himfelf, who was banifhed Rome. 
BoHntftof Lentulus had taken pains to ingratiate himfelf 
J^ditui. with his foldiersj by treating them indulgently, 
* and feldom ufing fevericy. He was even accept- 
able to the army of the Lower Rhine, where nil 
father-in-law, L. Apronius, commanded. Con- 
fiding in thefe fupports, it is believed, fays Taci- 
tus, that he was bold enough to write to Tibe- 
Tius in this manner. " It is by no choice of 
mine, but by your advice, that I formed a defign 
of joining affinity with Sejanus. . I am liable to 
miftakes, as well as yourfelf, and it is not right 
that you fhould forgive yourfelf an error, and 
punifh others for it. I know I owe you fidelity, 
and I will maintain it, while no intrigues are 
- ' 2 formed 
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Formed agalnft me. But I fhall look on the A.R. 785, 
nomination of a fucceflbr, as a denunciation of aft - c - 3+- 
my death. Let me therefore come to an agree- 
ment with you, and you Ihall remain matter of 
all the reft of the Empire, and I always retain 
my province." It is fgrprizing that Tiberius 
lhould take the law thus from a fubject Yet 
the fact is probable, becaufe Lentulus alone, of 
all that were allied to Sejanus, remained in fafety 
and favour. Befides, Tiberius was timid, old, 
and unrverfally bated \ and did not choofe to 
hazard by a civil war his authority, which was 
rather apparent than real. 

This year were celebrated the fecond Decennals Sr ™>* "*- 
of Tiberius, that is, feftivals and public rejoic- menu?. 
ings on account of the twentieth year of his reign. *>"• 

Dio places in the fame year the taking of ah •7**^"' 
impoftor, who parted for Drufus, Germankus's Da'. 
fon ; and, being feconded by the fraudulent tef? 
timony of fome of the Emperor's freedmen, ap-^ 
peared firft in the Cyclades, and then on the 
continent -, and began to make a great noife a- 
mong the Greeks, who were always lovers of 
novelty. But his progrefs was foon Hoped. 
Poppeus Sablnus, Governour of Macedonia and 
Achaia, followed the falfc Drufus fo clofe, that 
he could not efcape, but was arretted, and fent to 
Tiberius. 

C. Cbstius Gallus. A.R.786. 

M. Sbrvilius Ruius. aft.C.3j. 

Under the Confulfhip of Ceftius and Servilius 

• IJu/pea thai the pint at eSwtito think fo, heeaufe it it *"* 

tbt end of the fifth boot of T^ net probable thai,-wh,lt Drufus %r£ 

citus's Annals, about the faljt livid, an inpofltr Jbwld 'affime ftd 

Drafts, iindjplactd ; andougbt hiiname. Dio, agreeably here- 37.A 

to tonu long after, ivhen Dm- It, does not Jpeai of tbit 'imfofior. «Ar 

fm-madta/. And I am, m- till after Dtufus's death. D "- 1 

Cc 3 fome 
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*r *»7*6. fome noble Parthiaos came to Rome, unknown to 
' * 5 ' their king Artabanus. Things were then in a vior 
lent fermentation in that Empire, whofe rapid re- 
volutions will make a feafonable diverfion to the 
melancholy fcenes we have been To long contem- 
plating at Rome. 

Artabanus, as long as he feared the Romans, 
affected a punctual obfervance of treaties, and 
great mildnels towards his fubjecls. Thefe affumed 
virtues lafted no longer than the dread that pro- 
duced them. , Puffed up with his fuccefs in the 
wars with his neighbours, and contemning the 
lazy indifference of Tiberius, which increafed 
with his age, Artabanus appeared what he really 
was, and afted with infolence to the Romans, 
■ and cruelty to the Parthiaris. 

The throne of Armenia being vacant by the 
death of Artaxias, whom Germanicus had placed 
there, he made himfelf matter of that kingdom, 
and beftbwed it on his ejdeft fon Arfaces. This rn- 
yafion was a rupture with the Romans j to whichhe 
added an infult. He fent to re-demand the trear 
fure that Vonones had left in Syria and Cilicia : 
and in menacing letters declared, that be intend- 
ed to re-cftablifh the ancient boundaries of the 
Perfian and Macedonian Empires ; and that he 
looked on himfelfas the fucceflbr of Cyrus and 
Alexander, and mould claim 'all the poffeffipns of 
thole illuftrious conquerors. 

With fuch vaft projtfts in 4ms head, he Oiould 
. ■ J ■■" in the firft place have fccured the affie&ions of 
,., ■ •„- thofe by wJipl^ means, he was ro execute them. 
-■ But, on the contrary, by his cruelties he alienated 
the minds of his. fuj)je<as : and while he- was mak- 
ing an ideal, 'conqiieft of ail Afia, many of hi? 
.:'.." grandees, having at theif head Si nnaces, a man of 
birth and wealth, and Abdus an «unuchs were 
plottingiodethronebini- They wanted a Prince 
; o) 
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of the- blood of the Arfacidi to make their A.R. 786. 
King, becaufe Artabanus had exterminated all ^- c -3i 
the royal family, or if he had left any alive, 
they were fueh as were extremely young. For ' 
this reafon the conlpirators were forced to have 
recourfe to Tiberius for Phraates, fon of old 
Phroares, who had formerly been lent to Rome 
by his father. Their Deputies reprefented, that 
they only wanted a name to authorize them j and 
chat if a Prince of the blood would appear on 
the banks of the Euphrates, under the protec- 
tion of the Roman Emperor, their enterprize 
could not fail of fucceeding. This was entering 
into Tiberius's fyftem, whofe policy was to 
traafacl: foreign affairs by artifice, and avoid en- 
gaging in a war. He very readily granted what 
they qefired, and fent Pbraates with an equipage 
and retinue worthy of his birth, and the dignity 
he defigned him for. 

Meanwhile Artabanus had information of what &*, 77*. 
was plotting againft him. His anger agaiiu^ Ti- ****• 
bcrius for it vented itfeif in an abufive letter, in 
which he reproached him with his murders and 
parricides, his, debauchery and cowardice ; and 
sdvifed him to farisfy foon, by voluntary death, j 
the violent and juft hatred of the Romans. 

But this letter did little towards preventing the rtt. 
defigns of the Parthian Lords, which not a little 
embarraffed Artabanus ; who knew not what 
xneafures to take to fupprefs fo potent a confpi- 
racy. On one fide, fear reftrained him, on the 
Other vengeance excited him to violent methods. 
And p among the Barbarians, fays Tacitus, de- 
lay is reckoned cowardice, but inftantty to fati- 
ate prefent paffion, the part of royalty. How* 
«Ter, inrereft prevailed ; Artabanus refolved to 

P Et Barbaris cunft&tio fervilis ; ftatim exfequi ragium vi. 
dctur. I'm. 

C c 4 diflem- 
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A, R786. diflcmble; and having invited Abdus to an en- ■ 
■ft. C. 35. tertaiment, gave him there a flow poiibn. 

As to Sinnaces, he kept him about his perfbn 
by fhews of friendfhip, favors, and employ- 
ments. Arid Phraates, who had lived fifty years 
among the Romans, reluming the cuftoms of 
the Parthians, proved unequal to the change. 
His conftitution failed him, he fell ill in Syria, 
and died there. But Tiberius forfook hot the 
enterprise $ and to Phraates, whom death had 
deprived him of, he fubftituted Tiridates, who 
was of the fame blood, and probably, a fon of 
one of the four Princes whom old Phraates put 
in Auguftus's hands. At the feme time that he 
failed up a rival to Artabanus in the kingdom of 
Parthia, he endeavoured to revive the Roman 
pretentions to Armenia j and to execute this de- 
lign, he chofe Mithridates, brother of Pharaf- 
manes King of Iberia. . And laftly, he gave the 
government of Syria to L. Vitellius, to whom he 
entrufted all the future operations in the Eaft. 
His choice was good. Vitellius, who after- 
, wards difhonoured himfelf by the loweft adula- 

tion, was a man of parts, and in his adminiftra- 
tion of provinces, equal to the virtuous men of 
antiquity. Tacitus q thinks himfelf obliged to 
bbferve this,' becaufe Vitellius was in great dif- 
efteem among the Romans, who looked on him 
as the model of the bafeft and vileft flattery. 
Afraid of Caligula, powerful under Claudius, but 
always a'flave; he loft at Rome the reputation he 
had acquired in the provinces. The firfl: part of 

1 Eo de homine hand fum ignaras finiftram in nrbc famarn, 
pleraque fceda memorari. Cecerum regendis provinciis prifca 
virtute egit. Uhde regrefius, et foi midine C. Cxfarit, fa- 
Hiiliaritate Claudii, turpe in ' fervitium mntatus, exemplar 
apad pofteros adulatorii dedecoris habetur ; cefleruntque 
prima pofteris, et bona j a vents feneftus flagiuofa oblitent- 
' yit. fat.' '"■' •■<■•■ -■'-;. ■' "■ 
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his life was fwallowed up by the laft, and the ex* A.R. ;g& 
ceilencies of his younger years were obliterated ■*■ £■ $S« 
by an old age, black with flagitious crimes. 

Mithridates, fure of the Roman protection, 
made hafte to make ufe of it ; and his brother 
Pharafmenes, acting in concert with him, em- 
ployed both force and treafon. For they cor- 
rupted by money fome perfons about Arfaces, 
who undertook to murder him ; and alfo broke 
into Armenia with an army of Iberians, and made 
themfelves matters of Artaxata it's capital. 

On news of this, Artabanus made his fon O- 
rodes take the field with a numerous army ; and 
Pharafmanes, to be able to make head againft 
him, ftrengthened himfelf with the' afliftance of 
the Albanians, his neighbours. Both parties 
alfo fent to hire troops among the Sarmateans, 
who ufed to lend them to whoever would pay for 
them, and even often to contrary fides. . But 
the Iberians, being matters of the panes, were 
eaftly joined by the troops they hired ; and they 
ftoped thofe who had taken the pay of the Parthian 
King. - They, guarded all the defiles of the 
mountains that feparate the Afiatic Sarmatia from 
the country between the Pontus Euxinus and the 
Cafpian fea. One only way remained, bctweeu 
the eaftern extremity of Albania and the fea. But 
this pafs wanted no defence, being very narrowj 
and overflowed in the fummer when the north* 
eaft winds Jet in -, tho' it is practicable in die win- 
ter, when the fouth wind rolls back the flood. 

Pharafmanes, therefore, ftrengthened by the 
Sarmateans, offered battle to Orodes, who re- 
treated and declined it, in expectation of his 
auxiliaries. But at laft, the impatience of the 
Parthians conftrained their General to give bat*- 
fie. As the Iberian army was ftrong in infantry 
as well as cavalry, it had an advantage over the 
Parthian, 
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A.R. 7 jt6. Parthian, which was compofed wholly of cavalry, 
***i Cr 3S* However, the Parthians maintained the fight by 
their ufual alternative of flight and charging; 
(HI Pharafmanes and Orodes met and engaged. 
Orodes was not only wounded, but imagined 
dead ; and this report fpreading among the Par- 
thians, entirely difconccrced them, and gave the 
victory to the Iberians. 

Artabanus having aflemblcd all his forces, 
marched in perfon againft the conquerors, to re- 
venge himfelf. But he only increafed their glo- 
ry by his defeat. Yet he would not have re- 
treated, vexation augmenting his courage ; if Vi- 
tellius, drawing together his legions, had not 
threatened Mesopotamia with an invafion. The 
fear of a war with the Romans made Artabanus 
abandon Armenia, of which Mithridates re- 
Dil _ mained mafter.; and from this time, the affairs 

*«• of the. Parthian King declined. The confpira- 
cy rhat had Wn fo long forming, now broke 
out, being forwarded and fomented by Vitellius's 
emiffaries, who -exhorted the Parthians to aban- 
don a King, cruel in peace, and unfuccefsful in 
war. Sannaces, having drawn his father Abda* 
gefesintrt die plot, gave the fignal of the revolt, 
which foon .became general. Artabanus's fub- 
jects had nevar obeyed him thro* inclination, but 
only tbro' fear.-, and declared againft him asfoon 
as: they Had found, leaders. Artabanus had no 
•dhetcnts left: but fame foreigners, the fugitive^ 
of various tfoiihtries, that ferved him as guards, 
who ■ were :mdijft«oait to- the good or ill of .the 
■ftlte, and hadOfoid themfefves to be the miaif* 
vats of his; cruelties. .Thefe he: takes with him, 
*hd retires arjaong. the .Hyjjcanians, his allies, 
■where, he waits r :iot the repentance of the Par- 

„" j » jfttgue ' interim 'j»ffe Patthos, ibfcirtiym axjuos, praden- 
ttwUnobftci, - aify o?m tcuti a« muttrii , 4ht'. .'■','- 
,"...:.. j. thians, 
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tliians, who were always difconrentcd with their A.R. 786, 
aolual matters, and favourable to the Princei *k*"3£ 
that had been expelled. 

.' Artabanus having by his flight vacated the 
throne, Tiridates had fcarce any thing to do but 
to take poffefljon of it. Vitellius, at the head of 
the Roman legions, accompanied him over a 
bridge of boats to the other fide of the Euphra- 
tes, and introduced him into Mefopotamia. Pre- 
sently Ornofpades, Governor of that country, 
joined them with a numerous cavalry. He had 
old connexions with the Romans, having, when 
baniflied f rom his native land, ferved with repu- 
tation under Tiberius in the war againft the Dal- 
matians. The Romans endeavoured to fix him 
among them, by bellowing on him the privilege 
of. a Roman citizen; but his love for his coun- 
try rertored him to Parthia, where, having found ' 
favor with Artabanus, he gave him this govern- 
ment i which, however, did not hinder him from 
being- the firft to abandon him, and acknowledge 
his rival Tiridates. A little while after, Sin- 
naoes increaftd by additional forces the ftrength 
pf his party. And Abdagefes, the pillar of it, 
brought him the royal treafury, and enabled Ti- 
ridates to appear with all the fplendor fuitable to 
his rank. 

. YitelJius, now thinking that he had done e- 
nough in Jhewing the Roman arms, aflembled 
the principal Parthian Lords with their King. 
And recommended to the laft, to remember that 
he was the grandfon of Phraar.es, and the pupjl 
pf the Ccfars ■, and to act agreeably to fuch a 
birth, and fuch an education. He exhorted the 
Nobles to be obedient to their King, . to refpefit 
the Romans, and to confult their own honors by 
an inviolable obfervance of their engagements. 
He then led back the legions into Syria. 

All 
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' All theft facts that relate to the troubles in 
,-.. Parthia take up two years, and belong to the 

years 785, and 786. The year of Rome 787 
faw the fall of Tiridates, whofe good fortuna 
commenced but the preceding. 

Q^PlAUTIUS. 

At firft, every thing fucceeded with him. The 
cities opened their gates to him j the people joy- 
fully met him ; and, detefting the cruelty of Ar- 
tabanus; who had been brought up among the 
Scythians, promifed themfelves a mild govern- 
ment under'* King, inftrufted in the arts and 
maxims of the Romans. The inhabitants of 
Seleucia, particularly, diftinguiflied themfelves 
by their zeal and flattery. Seleucia was a pow- 
erful city, founded on the banks of the Tigris 
by -Seleucus, ■ and had retained the Grecian man- 
' ners, notwithftanding the vicinity of the Bar- 
barians. It's government was republican. Three 
hundred of the citizens, eminent for their wealth 
or merit, compofed it's Senate. The people had 
alfo their privileges, and (hare in the adminis- 
tration. While they acted with uaanimity * they 
defpifed the Parthians ; but when difcord got 
among them, the weakeft ufed to call in foreign 
aid, which, under pretence of aflifting one par- 
ity, opprefled all. This had lately happened in 
jthe reign of Artabanus -, and that Prince had in- 
creafed the authority of the Senate ; agreeably 
to monarchical principles, which chooft to truft 
power in the hands of the few, rather than of 
the many. When Tiridates appeared, the Se- 
bucians laviihed on him all forts of honors, old 

* Quo ties concordet agunt, fpernitnr Parthus ; ubi diilen- 
fere, dum fibi quifque contra asmuloi fubfidiiun vocat, scri- 
ms in partem, adveriua ornnes valefcit. Yat. 

and 
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and new. On the contrary, they heaped on Ar~ A.R. 787. 
tabanus every outrage and reproach, faying, that aft c - S&- 
he did not belong to the houfe of the Arfacidse 
but on the mother's * fide, and that in every thing 
elfe he merited nothing but . contempt and ha- 
tred. Tiridates, pleafed with thefe marks of good- 
will, reftored to the people the government. 

The coronation of Tiridates came next in 
queftion. But while it was under deliberation, 
came letters from Phraates and Hiero, who pre- 
fided over two great and potent provinces, defir- 
ing a fhort refpite, that they might be able' to 
aflift at the ceremony. It was accordingly de- 
termined to wait for them j and during the in- 
terval, Tiridates proceeded to Ctefiphon, the feat 
of the Parthian Empire. It afterwards appeared, 
that thefe Grandees did not a& honeftly. There- 
fore as they delayed coming, the Parthians grew 
impatient, and the Surena, the fecond perfon in 
the kingdom, folemnly. crowned Tiridates, in the 
prefence and with the applaufe of a numerous 
affembly. 

If immediately after this royal ceremony, which 
always awes the multitude, the new King had 
advanced, and Jhewn himfelf at the head of an 
army in die further provinces, it is credible that 
he would have obliged thole to declare in his fa-, 
vor who wavered, and have eftablUhed himfelf 
absolutely. But he amufcd himfelf in befieging 
a ftrong caftle, whither Artabanus had convey - 

* 1 hevot elfewhere /aid, from Ariaces only by tie txo- 
that Artabatras<uw of 'the blood tker'i fide? tr it then a fault 
of tit ArfaddiE, •wbkhficmtd in the text ef Tacitus ? or has * 
to infitatatc a defeat from male Tacitus made a mifake, and 
to male. I followed in that tontradtBed himfelf? I ketvt 
flaa Tacitus, mi J do here, this to be fettled by mure learned 
A-cuxto believe that the Par- men than my/elf ; and am ton- 
thians acknowledged for Aria- tent with fainting out the dif~ 
Cube tvtn tboft wit defended jUn/tj. 

td 
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A.R. 787- ed his women and part of his treafure ; which 
■ft. C. 3<. h^d out long, and gave time for a revolution. 
Phraates and Hiero were not the only gran- 
dees who abfented themfelves from the corona- 
tion. Many other Parthian Lords had done the 
feme. Fear of being fiifpe&ed ftruck fome j and 
the moft powerful were jealous of Abdagefes, 
who governed the King and court. They there- 
fore determined to recall Artabanus. Hiero of- 
fered to go and find him out, and make him a 
tender of his fervices, and thole of his friends. 
He found him in Hyrcarria in a deplorable" con- 
dition, and reduced to live by hunting. 

Artabanus, when he few Hiero and thofe With 
him, was at firft alarmed, thinking they were 
purfuing him into his very defert, and thirfting 
after his liberty and life. But they encouraged 
him, by declaring that their intentions were quite 
oppofite, and that they hoped to replace him on 
his throne. Artabanus, furprifed at fo Hidden 
a change, afked them the reafon of it j and Hi* 
ero aniwered, that the/ had got a child for 3 
King ; that the Empire was no longer governed 
by one of the Arfecidit, but that -Tiridates, a" 
pufillanimous Prince, and debauched by foreign 
manners, only bore an empty title, while the fa- 
mily of Abdagefes enjoyed the real power. The 
' old Prince, experienced in the art of reigning, 
difcerned, that however falfe they might Be irf 
their affections, their hate was unfeigned. He 
therefore aflcmbled in hafte fome auxiliary Scy* 
thians, and then marched with difpatch to fru- 
llrate the meafures. of his enemies, and prevent 
the defection of his friends.- Nor changed he 
his neglected noifome drefs, hoping therehy to' 
ftrike the eyes and draw the commiferatiou of 

1 Scnftt vetus regnandi, fMfoi in amorc odia non fingers. 

the 
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the people ; nor did he omit wiles, entreaties, A. R.787. 
nor any means whatever, to fix the wavering, ■"•*-. 36, 
and confirm the well-afFe&ed. 

He was already near Seleucia, before Tiridates ■ 
had determined whether he Ihould meet him, or 
temporize. Thofe who were for a fpeedy en- 
gagement, alledged, that they Ihould have to do 
with enemies that were in difarray and difor- 
der, fatigued with long journies, and not fm- 
cerely reconciled to a Prince whom they had Co 
recently betrayed. On the contrary, Abdagefes 
was of opinion it was beft to retreat into Mefo- 
potamia, where putting the Tigris between them 
and Artabanus, they might wait for the afliftance 
of the Armenians, Elymeans, and above all, of' 
the Romans. This advice prevailed, being fup- 
ported by Abdagefes-'s authority, and the timi- 
dity of Tiridates. They accordingly retired i' 
and their retreat had all the appearance of a 
flight. The troops being difcouraged began to 
difband j and the Arabians having let the exam- 
ple, the reft followed their fteps and returned 
home j or deferted to Artabanus. So that Tiri- 
dates with a' few having crofTed over to Syria, 
gave full liberty to leave him even to thofe whom 
ihame had hitherto kept with him. And thus 
Artabanus remained peaceable pofleflbr of the 
Parthian crown. 

The Cliteans, a people of Cappadocia, took Jj™"?j- 
' fome fteps againft their King Archelaus, who, in p*d<£i». 
imitation of the Romans, was for fubjecting ''*"'"•**• 
them to a tax upon their perfons and goods. 
This Archelaus was probably the fon of the Ar- 
chelaus, King of Cappadocia, whofe death we 
have elfewhere related ; and his father's kingdom 
having been reduced to a Roman province, per- 
haps to make him fome amends he had had a 
part of it allotted him. Dio gives us reafon to Dlti i\,ia, 

i think, 
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4oo HISTORY OF THE EMPEROR& 
A.R.787. think, that the Ciiteans were affifted by Artaba- 
aft-C. 56. nus _ However, their King being unable to re- 
duce them, Vitellius Tent a detachment of the 
Roman troops, which compelled them to return 
to their duty, 
ceatiou- This is all that foreign affairs affords us during 
*•,<* _***; the laft years of Tiberius*s reign* We muft 
S^* now return, to Rome, where we fhall be difpleafed 
Sw.vi.jt. w j tn a re peution of the fame difagreeable objects. 
For * tho' four years had elapfed fince the death 
of Sejanus, yet neither time, nor prayers, nor 
fatiety, which foften the hardeft hearts, had any 
effect on the inflexible barbarity of Tiberius -, 
and uncertain facts, or forgotten, excited hu 
cruelty, as if they had been proved and recent. 

Fulcinius Trio, who was well acquainted with 
this dilpofition of Tiberius, finding himfelfac- 
cufed, made no doubt of his deftruction. He 
himielf was a profeffed informer. We have feen 
him forward to accufe Libo, and afterwards in- 
terfering unneccffarily in the impeachment of 
Cn. Pifo on account of Germanicus's death. He 
continued this odious trade ; and by fuch fervices 
having made himfelf agreeable to Tiberius, at- 
tained the Confulfhip, of which he was in pof- 
feffion when Sejanus perilhed. We have obferved 
that he was then fufpected by the Emperor, who, 
for that reafon addrefled his orders againft Seja- 
nus to the other Conful Memmius Regulus ; and 
w», 1. Niii. Dio, when he fpeaks of Fulcinius* s death, fays 
'Uc.y.u. pofitively, that he had been a friend of Sejanus. 
This troublefome, muffling rnan v hoping, per- 

* Non enim Tiberium, quanqnam * triennio poft csdem 
Sqaoi, qnz ceteros inollire (blent, tempos, preces, fatias, 
mitigabant, quin incerta vel aboliw pro graviflnnis « re- 
centumi puniiet. Tac. 

• Tlii date a fiuty Tht Cenfrb Cefliot W Smiui, unltr wbm 
•mttt TiciWu bin rtUttt t'ffintJ, did HI raw n tjUi till ttta aft** 
jmn aftir Sajawu'l dtttt, 

haps; 
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haps, to difpel the fufpicions of him by an af- A.R.787. 
fe&ed zeal, obliquely cenfured in the Senate his * ft - c - 36- 
coliegue as too flothful and (low in punifhing the 
guilty. Memmius was naturally mild and mo- 
deft. But finding himfelf touched in (o tender 
a part, he not only repulfed the charge of Ful- 
cinius,' but arraigned him as a confederate in the 
confpiracy. The Senators, however, put a ftop to 
aquarrel that might have ruined them both. 

The next year Haterius Agrippa endeavoured r*t. h. 4, 
to revive it. He afked them, in full Senate, why, 
after they had mutually threatened to impeach 
each other, they were now filent ? " They are 
two criminals, added he, who, by a manifeft 
collufion, have agreed to fpare one another. But 
the Senators rnuft not forget what they have 
heard." Regulus and Trio had had time to re- 
Heel on their danger, and were endeavouring to 
avoid it. The firft anfwered, that he waited for 
the return of the Prince to Rome, in order to 
profecute the affair ; and the other frankly owned 
himfelf in the wrong ; and faid, that words ut- 
tered in a heat by jealous collegues, ought to have 
no ftrefij laid on them, and were better forgot. 
Haterius returned to the charge. But Sanguinius 
Maximus, a Confular, befought the Senate, not 
to increafe wantonly the trouble and anxiety of 
the Emperor ; whofe wifdom was abundantly 
fufficient to find out all diforders, and remedy 
them. This mild and moderate repre fen ration 
faved Regulus, and delayed the doom of Trio. 
It alio increated by the contraft the ' deteftation 
of Haterius, who, emaciated by debauches, 
and protected by his voluptuous floth againft all 

w Haterius invifior fuit, quia fomno aut libidinofia vigilii* 
marcidas, ct ob fegnitieo> quamvis cnidelem Principem non 
metuens, inluftribus viria penudem inter gancnm ac ftapra 
jneditabatur. lac. 

Vol. II. P4 danger 
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A. R.^87. danger from the Prince's cruelty, meditated, in 
aft. C. 36. the midft of cups and harlots, the deftruction of 

illuftrious men. 
Sfc.ri.3s. Three years after, new accufers, as I have 
faid, fell on Fulcinius, who thereupon refolved 
to die. But he gratified his revenge, by infert- 
ing in his will a bitter invective againft Macro, 
* againft fome of the principal freedmen of Tibe- 

rius, and againft Tiberius himfelf, whom he up- 
braided with a fpirit funk thro' age, and his ftay 
at Capreaz, which he treated as an infamous exile, 
to which his crimes had condemned him. Fal- 
cinius's heirs took care not to publifh this te- 
ftament. But Tiberius, having got fcent of it, 
by an inconceivable misjudgment, would have it 
read in the Senate; as if he had ftudioufly brav- 
ed the public, and wanted to mew every body 
how little he was affected by the fevereft things 
that could be faid againft him. 

The death of Fulcinius is related by Tacitus 
in the Confulihip of Ceftius and Servilius. St 
was followed by thofe of four other Senators, 
who perifhed by their own hands, or thofe of 
the executioner. Tiberius was near Rome when 
he ordered thefe cruelties, fo that he wrote to, 
arid received anfwers from, the Confute the fame 
day. It feemed as if * he were from thence be- 
holding the houfes floating in blood, or the bufy 
hands of the executioners opening it's fources. 
peuaabit ■ In theendof this year Poppeus Sabinus died a 
poppem Sa- peaceable death, who, from an ordinary origin, 
binus. had raifed himfelf, by the favor of Auguftus-anfl 
Tiberius, to the Confulihip and triumphal honors. 
For four and twenty years he filled the higheft 
pofts, and governed the greateft provinces i not 

* Quail adJpiciens undaotem per demos fangutnem, am 
inanus carnificum. Toe. 
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y on account of his fignal abilities, but becaufe A.R. 787. 
he was equal to bufmefs, and not above it. aft - c - 3^. 

May I be permitted to infert here a facl: that 
happened this year, which is related by Pliny, 
but of fo little importance, that I fear it will 
feem, to many of my readers, unworthy of aplace 
in fo ferious a work as this ? were it not that 
men of a philofophic turn can make ufe of every 
thing. 

A young raven, quitting his neft which was Funeral of 
on the temple of Caftor and Pollux, fell into p™™.',., 
the fiiop of a lhoemaker that was oppofite 
thereto. The. lhoemaker took a fancy to it, 
thro' a principle of religious veneration for the 
place it came from. He took pains to inftrudt 
it ; and the docile bird fo much improved under 
him, that it learnt to fly every morning to the 
roftra; where, turning himfelf to the Forum, 
he ufed to falute Tiberius, Germanicus, and the 
Roman people ; and then new back again to his 
Ihop. Thisiaftedfeveral years; till a neighbour^ 
envious of the bird that made it's matter fo much 
known, deftroyed it. The populace were greatly 
enraged thereat; and it's murderer was drove 
from that quarter of the town, and then killed. 
The regret of the multitude even made them 
foolifhly honor the bird whofe lofs afflicted them. 
' They buried it in form ; it was placed on a fu* 
neral bed, covered with flowers and wreaths, 
preceded by a man who played on the flute (as 
was cuftomary at funerals) and carried by two 
Ethiopians to a pile that was prepared two miles 
from Rome, on the Appian way. Thus, * fays 

j Nullara ob tJam iaja altera , led quod par negotiis, iicquc 
fupra eft. 

* Adeo fads julla caufa popnlo Romano vila eft exfeqai^- ^ 

ram.ingeniuBi avis, aut fupplicii de cive Romano, in ei urbe 
in qua multorum Frincipun nemo duxecat.funus; Scipionis 

Dd2 Pliny, 
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A-R.787.pHny, was celebrated the funeral of a bird in A 
"ft- c - 3 6 - city where the Gracchi had been denied interr- 
rrtent ; and the death of a raven Was better a- 
vcnged than that of the conqueror of Carthage 
and Numantia. 
ApctfcBK- The following year, when Q;_ Plautius and 
h!^fe!fi^ n, Sex. Papinius were Confuis, a tfagical fpectacle, 
the souu and amidft fo many horrors till then unknown, 
Tti.'vi. 40. terrified the Senate. Vibulenus Agrippina, a 
Roman Knight, when his accufers had finiflied 
their pleading, fwallowed, in the Senate itfelf, 
fome poifon he had about him. He fell imme- 
diately ; and yet he was not fuffered totally to 
efcape execution. He was hurried to prifon j 
and the rope tied about his neck, to take away 
forcibly a remaining fpark of life, which would 
otherwife have been foonextinguiihed. 
pimiftiram I omit the voluntary deaths of many illuftri- 
7=! aT"' ous pcrfons- But * cannot pafs over in filence 
jt»iii. 7 . * the punifhment of Tigranes, grandfon of He- 
rod by Alexander, the eldeft oi the fons the un- 
fortunate Mariamne had by that King of the 
Jews. He was- by his mother, grandfon of Ar- 
chelaus King of Cappadocia, and had been him- 
felf King of Armenia, according to Tacitus 
jftftii.M and Jofephus-, which Mr. deTillemonC inter- 
7T*m«. pros of little Armenia, given fifty years before 
by Aoguftus to Archelaus. AH this fplendor 
did not preferve, Tigranes from condemnation 
and an ignominious death ; a treatment unwor- 
thy of a King, but worthy of an apoftate, who 
had renounced the worlhip of the true God to 
adore idols, of whofe vanity he was convinced. 
A pe»ifir* Tiberius continuing thus to make himfelf ha- 
xiwSrt tet * ty "N the great perfons in Rome and the £m- 
ubcnikr. pj re> took care to keep well with the people j x 

vera jEmiliafii, poft Carthaginem Nwnactjamcjue deletes al> 
co, nemo vindi cavern monem. Pli*. 

and 
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and when any public calamity happened, he re-A.R.787: 
medied it with all the magnificence that could be """ C ' 3 6- 
defired. A fire having deftroyed part of the 
Circus, and the quarter of mount Aventine, 
Tiberius fet apart a hundred millions of fefterces 
fpr indemnifying the owners of- the houfes burnt 
down. This liberality did him the more honor, 
as he was very modeft in his own buildings. He 
never even erefted above two. public buildings ; 
the one a temple to Auguftus, and the other the 
fcene of Pompey's theatre. Nor did he ever de- 
dicate them, either thro* indifference for all that 
he looked on, as vain pomp and oftentation, or 
on account of his age. He was willing, how- 
ever, that his liberality ihould be properly diftri- 
buted ; and to afcertain the lofs of particulars, 
his four fons-in-Iaw were commifiioned; Cn.Do- 
mitius, Vinicius, Caflius, and Rubellius Blan- 
dus j to whom the Confuls joined P. Petronius. 

Various honors were decreed Tiberius in gra- 
titude for his generpfity. But he died before he 
had explained himfelf as to which of them he 
Ihould accept or decline. The laft Confuls he 
appointed were Acerronius and Pontius. 

Cn. Acerrokius Prqculus. ^i^; ?88 ' 

C. Pontius' Nigrinus. aft.C.37. 

Tiberius, perceiving himfelf decay, in fuch Jj*££ 
a manner, as to be convinced that his end- drew SZ^w. 
near, bufied himfelf about the choice of a fuc- ^^^ 
ceflor. He had two grandfons, Caius Cefar, of*fncccf- 
Germanicus's fon, and Tiberius Gemellus, ion of *"• 
Drufus. This laft was nearer to him in blood, 
being his grandfon by birth, whereas, the other 
was only fo by adopdon. But the extreme youth $**- m. 
of Gemellus, who was not then above feventeen, D '^ 
and even the fuipictons of illegitimacy that his 
mother's ill conduct occasioned, embarrafled his 
grandfather. 

P d 3 Caius 
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A- R- 788. Caius was in his twentieth year, and a favorite 
aft' c - 37- with the people, as being the laft hopes of the 
houfe of Germanicus. But this popularity was 
t«. vi. *o. the very reafon why Tiberius hated him. The 
s*it.GiKg- young Prince knew it, and, during feveral years 
*". that he had been with the Emperor at'Capreas, 

had tried every method to get the better of his 
hatred. He concealed his natural fiercenefs un- 
der an aflumed modefty. The condemnation of 
his mother, the exile and imprifonment of his 
brothers, did not draw a complaint from him. 
He bore with incredible patience what he him- 
ielffuffered. He ftudied the tafte, the humors, 
the words too, and tone of voice, of Tiberius ; 
conforming himfelf in all things, and changing 
his countenance and conduct, like a Proteus, up- 
on every occafion ; which, with his fubfequent 
conduct, made the orator Paffienus fay of him ; 
" * That there never was a better fervant, nor a 
worle matter." He alfo ftrove to fix in his in- 
T.«r. vi. 4s- tere ft a " wno nax ^ accefs to his grandfather. But 
Sni.Caiif. he entered into a particular intimacy with Macro, 
£i;, Sejanus's fucceflbr in the command of the Pre- 
torian bands, who on his fide, perceiving Tibe- 
rius decline, was looking out for a protector. 
They were neither ef them fcrupulous about the 
rheans of obtaining what they defired. There- 
fore Claudia, daughter of M. Silanus, Caius's 
firft wife, being dead, Macro engaged his own 
wife Ennia, to endeavour to make the young 
Prince in love with her, and to get from him a 
promife of marriage ; and Caligula eafily came 
into it, being ready to do any thing that would 
contribute to his being Emperor. Fpr young as 
he was, artd pf a b violent tempeftuous temper, 

. • Neque meliorcm unq uani ftrvum, neque detmorem do- 
rnibiBii fuilie. 

b Eifi cnmmotus ingenio, fujHiIationem tarfj^i} fajfp In Jlnq 
fiyi pcrdidicerat. Tac. ytj; 
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yet he had in his grandfather's fchool wdl ac- A.R.ySS. 
quired the arts of diflimulation. . aft.C.37, 

The Emperor was informed of this under- 
ftanding between his grandfon and Macro, and 
eafily penetrated the myftery. This was to him 
an additional reafon for not determining in favor 
of Caius. He then thought of Claudius, his 
nephew, who was of a proper age, and feemed 
well difpofed ; but he was ftoped by the defett 
of the faculties and eternal childhood of that 
Prince. In cafe he fought a fucceffor out of his 
family, he dreaded left the memory of Auguftus, 
and the name of the Cefars, fhould come to be 
forgot; nay, perhaps, to be fcorned and infulted. 
for while he defpifedthe affection ofhiscotem- 
■poraries, he was very defirous of the applaufe of 
pofterity. Finding therefore inconveniencies on 
all fides, and not being able, in his bad ftate of 
health, to bear the fatigue of fo difficult a deli- 
beration, he permitted to fortune a decifion to 
which he was unequal. 

Hefhewed, however, that he was not ignorant RemaAatu 
of what would happen, by fome remarkable tChm »- 
worda 3 which Tacitys, infatuated with Aftrology, bo « <*»»•• 
feems willing to have confidered as wonderful 
predictions ; but which, indeed, do not furpafs 
the effect of Tiberius-s natural penetration. Thus 
he one day fairly reproached Macro, for forfak- 
ing die letting fun to court the rifing. And in 
a converfation about Sylla, young Caius having 
ridiculed that celebrated man, ** You, fays Ti- 
berius to him, will have all Sylla's vices, and not 
prte of his virtues." And laftly, having his two 
grandfons before him, he embraced Gemellus, 
with tears in his eyes, and faid to Caius, who 
was looking at him with difpleafure in his coun- 
.tenaace, « Ypu will flay him, and another fliall 
flay you." 

P d 4 Tni * 
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A.R.788. This lift expreflion, which is the mottextra- 
•**■ c - 37- ordinary, does not, however, oblige us to recur 
to the pretended art of divination. Tiberius 
Sm.Ceti£. knew Caius's temper. He had been a witnefs of 
"* the greedinefs with which he feafted his eyes 

with die executions of the condemned. He was 
fo much aware of his natural fiercenefs, that he 
was not difpleafed to fee him give into debau- 
chery, and a paffion for ' mufc and dancing, aits 
ftill confidered by the Romans as only befking 
the theatre. Tiberius hoped that one vice would 
expel an another, and that a tafte for pleafiire 
would foften the cruel bloody temper of his 
grandfon. Yet this defperate remedy had no. ef- 
fect i andTiberius, alarmed at the future mtfchiefs 
of Caius, ufed to call him a public pert, that 
lived to plague him and mankind. " I bring 
up, fays he, a ferpent that will be fatal to the 
Romans, a Phaeton that will fire the univerfe." 
All this being known, it was not difficult for 
this fagacious old man to forefee, that Caius 
would not let his coufin long enjoy the danger- 
ous honor of being fo nearly related ; and that 
afterwards he would by his' brutality arm fome 
confpirator againft: his own life. 
Tiberim Tiberius was now reduced almoft to the fole 
^£ n ™" bufmefs of concealing the declining ftate of his 
ihcdcda- health, which every day grew worfe J and, tode- 
h^th. 1 "* «i v e therein, if poffible, himfelf and others, 
Z1c.Ti.46. he continued his ufual debaucheries. He had a ve- 
ry ftrong conftitution, had never had any ficknds, 
and had always ridiculed physicians, and all men 
who after the age of thirty wanted the informa- 
tion of another about their health. 
ftti^" 01 * ^k" wca k n cfs °f tne Emperor did not put a 
vohmtaiy ftop to the ufual courfe of impeachments for pre- 
%££**" tended high-treaibn at Rome. Acutia, widow 
* Scenicas fcltaadi caneadi^uc wtts. S*tt. 
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pf P. VitelUus, was condemned under this pre- A. R.788- 
tence ; and Albucilla, a woman of a loofe cha- a ^- c - 37" 
rafter, having been accufcd of impiety towards 
the Emperor, three illuftrious perfons were in- 
volved in her affair, Cn. Domirius, Agrippina's 
huiband, Vibius Marfus, and L. Arruntius, 
Domi.tius was alio accufcd of inceft with his Af- 
ter, Domitia Lepidaj and, as Suetonius draws his. 
character, was indeed capable of any crime. 
But the minutes tranfmitted from Caprese to the 
Senate, imported, that Macro had preiided at the 
examination of the witnefles, and torture of the 
flaves; they were alfo u,naccompanied by any 
letter from the Emperor ; and as Macro was a 
declared enemy of Arruntius, it was fufpe&ed 
that he was the inventer and contriver of the 
whole bufinefs, of which, poflibly, Tiberius 
might know nothing. At leaft, people were 
willing to pleafe themfelves with this imagina- 
tion, which, however, was not very likely. 

Domirius and Marfus got time ; and pretend- 
ing, the firft to prepare a defence •, and the other, 
tt> ftarve himfelf to death ; preferved themfelves 
till Tiberius*s death. Dio fays, that they owed 
their fafety to the Aftrologer Thrafyllus, who, 
being gained by them, allured Tiberius that he 
mould lire ten years longer ■, and by thus giving 
him time, prevented his immediately fatisfying 
his vengeance. 

Arruntius's friends advifed him to imitate his 
co-accufed. But he anfwered refolutely ; " * The 

d Nod eadem omnibus decora. Sibi fati» astatis ; neqne 
■Bud pqenitendam, quam quod inter ludibria et pericula an- 
xUm feneclam tokravifiet, diu Sejano, nunc Macronl, fem- 
per alicni poteatium invifiw, non culpa, fed at flagitiorura 
impatiens. Saqepaacat et fupremo* FrindpU diet pofle vi- 
taii: qnemadmodnm evafurum imminent] s juventam f an 
cjuum Tiberius, poll tantam renun expericntiam, vi domi- 
nationia convulfiw ct lOBWius fit i C. Cnamn, vix finiti pu- 

famc 
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A.R. 788. fame condutt docs not fuit all. I have lived Jong 
aft. C. 37. enough ; and only repent of having fubmitted to 
bear thus far an old age loaded with anxieties, and 
expofed to daily dangers and infults ; long hated 
by Sejanus, now by Macro,', always by fome fa- 
vorite, by no fault of mine, but only becaufe I 
cannot bear indignities and iniquities. I may, in 
truth, outlive the few remaining days of Tibe- 
rius, but how (hall 1 efcape the youth of his fuc- 
ceffor ? If Tiberius, after fuch experience of af- 
fairs, and at fuch an age, has been changed by 
the feducTrion of unbridled dominion ; is it to 
be hoped that C. C^far, who is fcarce out of his 
childhood, and ignorant of every thing, or prin- 
cipled in the worft, will take a better courfe un- 
der the guidance of Macro ; the fame who was 
pitched on to deftroy Sejanus, as the more wicked 
of the two, and who has fince by more mifchiefs 
and cruelties affli&ed the commonwealth ? No, I 
forefee a harderbondage than ever ; and am there- 
fore determined to withdraw at once from the paft 
which I deteft, and the future which I dread." 
Uttering thefe ■ words, which were in 3 manner 
oraculous, and but too well verified by the event, 
Amintius opened his veins. He was a man of 
wit and parts - t and was, doubdefs, ranked among 
the firft orators, fince Cn. Pifo (as we have ieen) 
defired him for his advocate. It is not clear, 
whether it is he or his father who wrote the Hif- 
*«•• Xf, tory of the firft Punic war, in an affected imita- 
** T " tion of SallutVs ftyle. 

Albucilla, whole irregularities were notorious, 
aimed at her own Hfe, but the blow being impotent, 

critii, ignanjm omnium, aut pejEmis inrmtritnm, metiers ca- 
' peffirururo, Macrone duce * qui ut detwior -ad opprrniendnM 
Sejaimra elefttts, per plurafcelera rempublicam confiiftaviflct. 
ProfpeflatejamTeajjiuS ferviiram, votjm fagere fimiil a&a 
ftinftaMia. Tac. ■■ ■ ■ . ■ 

the 
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Ihe was carried to prifon, and there, probably, ex- a.r. 788. 
ecuted. The minifters of her luft were either * ft - c - 37* 
degraded from being Senators, or exiled into it- 
lands. Among thefe, nobody was forry forLe- 
lius Balbus, the accufer of Acutia, whom we 
have juft fpoken of, and who ufed by his peftilent 
eloquence to frighten the innocent. 

A tragical and fcandalous adventure is the laft a mpai 
event that Tacitus relates before Tiberius's death. EL"^^ 
Afon,follicited by his own mother, found no other *«*• 
means either to avoid her abominable importuni- 
ties, or to expiate the fhame and horror of hav- 
ing confenced, than to throw himfelf out of a 
window. The mother was brought before the 
Senate ; and, fpite of her proteftations, outcries, 
and tears, banilhed Rome for ten years, till a 
younger fon that fhe had was paft the age of re- 
duction. It was a Confular family that was 
ftained with this infamy. The young men we 
are fpeaking of were named Fapinii ; and byfuch 
an example, we may judge to what excels the cor- 
ruption of manners-had got at Rome. 

Tiberius's * body now Tailed him, and his fpi- xiheriw** 
rits i but his diffimulation failed him not. He ^emiis. 
exerted the fame vigor of mind, the fame energy ££.3a££ 
in his looks and difcourfe, and even fometimes7J; 
ftudied to be gay, to hide his manifeft declenfion. D 
He forced himfelf to affift at the fports of the 
foldiers of his guard, and himfelf threw a dart 
at a boar that was let loofe. This effort gave him 
a pain in the fide ; he afterwards grew cold, and 
his weaknefs increased. The reftleflbefs natural 
to tllnefs made him often change place ; and, at 
laft, he fettled near the promontory of Mifcnum, 

c Jam Tiberium corpm, jam vires, nondum diflimulatio 
itferebat. Idem animi rigor; fermone sc vnlru intentus, 
guzfiti interdum .comitate, qufflvis »"il"i*¥^T* defcftionem 
fcgebat. lac. 

2 ac 
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A-R.788.ata oountry-houfe that had formerly belonged 

*fc-C. 37-toLucullus. 

There his condition was difcovered by the ad- 
drefs of a fkilful phyfirian, named Charicl.es ; 
whom Tiberius faw often, not that he condu&ed 
himfelf by his prefcriptions, but he ufed co hear 
what he had to fay, and then ad as he himfelf 
thought proper. This man, rifing from table, 
and taking leave of Tiberius, under pretence of 
being called away by bufinefs, took his hand to 
. kifs it, and felt his pulfe. Tiberius was aware of 
the artifice ; and the more he was ' offended at it, 
the more, according to cuftom, he concealed his 
appearing fq. He detained Charicles, ordered 
the table to be re-covered, as it were to honor the 
departure of his friend -, and after the entertain- 
ment was over, received, Handing in the mid- 
dle of the hall, die compliments of all die guefls, 
who paffed by and faluted him as they retired. 
But for all this, Charicles acquainted Macro, 
that nature was exhaufted, and that he could 
not oudive two days. 

He was, however, fo much himfelf yet, that 
having read in the afts of the Senate, that fqme 
perfons had been difmifled without a hearing, 
againft whom he had wrote, thp* very flighdy, 
only faying, that they had, been named by a wit- 
nefs ■, he fell . into, a violent paflion, thinking 
himfelf flighted, and threatened to have an ex- 
emplary fatisfaftton for the affront. In order 
thereto, he refolved to return to Caprese, which 
he looked on as his citadel, and a place from 
whence he thought he might undertake any thing 
■with fecurity. But bad weather and his illnefs 
detained him at Mifenum : and whilft he was 
meditating terrible projects, he was become him- 
felf a mere Ihadow of power. For all were pay- 
ing then* court to his fuccenor ; and Macro was 
preparing 
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preparing all thifigs for Caius's advantage ; theA.R.788. 
officers and troops on the fpot were made fure aft - c - 37- 
of, and couriers lent to the armies and their com- 
manders. 

On the fifteenth of March Tiberius loft his 
fenfes, and was thought to be dead. Cains was 
already going out with a numerous ' attendance, 
and in the rnidft of acclamations, to take poflef- 
fion of the Empire, by getting himfelf acknow- 
ledged by the Pretorian cohorts ; when on a fud- 
den, notice came that Tiberius had recovered his 
fight and voice, and called for fomething to eat. 
This news alarmed and terrified f every one. The 
whole concourfe about Caius difperfed, every 
one re-afluming a falfe forrow, and feigning ig- 
noranceof what hadjuft happened. The young 
Prince, immoveable and fpeechlefe, inftead of 
the Sovereignty he had had aglympfe of, expedted 
tnftant death. Macro, undifmayed and harden- 
ed, ordered the apartment to be cleared, and the 
feeble old man to be fmothered with a weight of 
cloaths i and finifhed what he had begun. 

Thus expired Tiberius, in the feventy eighth 
year of his age, and the twenty third of his reign j 
having found in his fubjefts the perfidy and cru- 
elty of which he fet them an example. The cir- smt. CjM s . 
cumftances of his death have been differently re- *■ 
lated, and fome have reported that Caius, after 
having given him a flow poifon, ftrangled him 
with his own hands. Tacitus's account is more 
probable : not but that Caius was barbarous enough 
to project a parricide, but he was not bold enough 
to execute it. He boafted, indeed, according to 
fome writers cited by Suetonius, to have defigned 

1 Favor nine in Omncs : et ceteri paffim difoergi 1 fe quifque 
nurftnm ant nefcium fingere. Csfar in filentium fixus, i 
ftnUUt&B novinuns exfocAabat. Macro intrepidus, opprimi 
jfcy« fcijcfts raulw velai j aba, difcediqae ab limine. Tat. 
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A.R. 788. it. He related, how, eager to revenge his mo 
■*■ c * 37- ther and brothers, he entered armed with a poig- 
nard the chamber of Tiberius, who wasafleep, 
and how, touched by companion, he threw away 
his weapon-, and retired. And he added, what is 
altogether improbable, that Tiberius law him, 
and never durft examine intvthe affair. But the 
whole teems to me a rodomontade, worthy of 
Caligula. 
Tin people As foon as Tiberius's death was known at 
bM fbu Rome, the public hatred and deteftation, which 
g^gg- had been fo long conftrained, broke out with vi* 
' ' ' 75 ' olence. The populace ran about the ftreets, 
crying that Tiberius ought to be thrown into the 
Tiber. And fome entreated the Earth, the com- 
mon mother of mankind, and the Manes, to 
affign him a place at the bottom of Tartarus a- 
mong the wicked. Others were for having his 
corpfe treated like that of a malefactor, and drag* 
ed by a hook to the Gemonis. 

-A particular circumftance augmented the de- 
teftation of him. As the execution of capital 
judgments was deferred to the tenth day, by the 
decree of the Senate we have elfewhere mentioned, 
it happened that the fatal day of fome that were 
condemned was that in which the news of Tibe- 
rius's death came. Thefe poor people alfo knew 
of it, and implored the companion of gods and 
men. But as Caius was abfcnt, 00 body durft 
procraftinate what bad been ordered j fo the ex- 
ecutioners ftrangled them, and draged their 
bodies to the Getnonite : a fbe&acle £ that pit- 
cited much forrow; and a freih moopeef hatred 
to a tyrant whole cruelty was felt even alter bis 
death. 
Zpotfciand Tiberius did not arrive at once to the height 

Tiberioi'1 « Crevit invidia j qaafi ctiam poft a 
wickednefe. permancute. SufU 
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of wickednefs which at this day renders his me- A.R. 788. 
mory odious. Tacitus b makes a fort of a ^ ,c -37- 
gradation in his conduit, and diftinguiflies 
its different ftages. Tiberius, fays he, wag 
well-efteemed whilfta private man, and whilft 
in employments under Auguftus •, he was 
covert and fubdolous in feigning virtue, fo long 
as Germanicus and Drufus lived •, a mixed cha- 
racter of good and evil during the days of his 
mother ; deteftably cruel, but fecret in his Iewd- 
nefs, while he loved or feared Sejanus -, but at Iaft 
he abandoned himfelf to the rage of tyranny and 
luft, when, delivered from all the checks of 
fear and fliame, he followed the bent of his abo- 
minable inclinations. 

Tiberius was a malicious, ill-difpofed, man, piwfi of &» 
who never loved any body but himfelf. He was J" dneG of his 
often heard to expreis his envy of the condition sua'.vb. 
of Priam, who lurvived all his family. And he **■ ... 
had frequently in his mouth a Greek verfe *, "' ' ™" 
whofe fenfc anfwers to the expreffion now in ufc, 
to mew an indifference to the human fpecies, 
After me the deluge. 

He was fo bafely envious, chat the glory of da,, 1. wu 
others always hurt him. Yet I do not know 
whether we are to believe, on the authority of 
Dio, that he was even jealous of arrjfts -, whom a 
Prince Diould protect, and above whom he is 
too much elevated to fear any competition. 

h Moram tempore ill! diverfa: egregium vita famaque, 

quoad privatiu, vel in imperils fub Auguflo fuit; occukum 
ac fubdolom fingendis virtutibos, donee Germanicus ac Dru- 
fuj foperfuere ; idem inter bona malaque mixtus, incolomi 
matte; inteftabilis fevitia, fed obte&U libidinibus, dam 
Sejanum dilejrit timuitve ; pofbemo in fcelera firool ac dede- 
cont prompit, poftqnam remoto pudorc et metu, fuo tan- 
tnm ingeruo utebator. Tor. 

What lam dtadktlht imh-mingk vHthfi-^t 

The 
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A. R.788. The inventions too, which, according to this wrU 
***• c - 37- ter, excited Tib*erius*s jealoufy, are rather mar- 
vellous than credible. He fays, that an archi- 
tect fee upright by men and engines a vaft por- 
tico that leant on one fide : and that the fame 
artift, having broke a glafs vefTel by throwing it 
down before the Emperor, reftored it by han- 
dling, and prcfented it to him, as found as before 
the fall. He adds, that, inftead of being reward- 
ed, he was after his firft operation banifhed 
Rome ; and after the fecond put to death. This 
has greatly the air of a fable, or at leait is ftrangely 
«-.. mH enlarged. Fliny relates, but does not vouch it, 
a6 * that in Tibcrius's reign the art of making mal- 

leable glafs was found out ; and that this fecret 
was ftifled, for fear gold and filver fhould lofe 
their value. However it was, we have no need 
of fuch dubious fads to prove what we have faid 
of Tiberius'sbent to envy. ■ Germanicus, and the 
many illuftrious perfons who were its victims, 
make the evidence but too clear. 
Fiimorofe- Morofe in his procedings, Tiberius aboliftwd 
•« f '- fome cuftoms that Xuguftus had introduced, or 
, continued ; becaufe they were popular : and a- 
mong others that of the Emperor and his fubjects 
mutually giving and receiving new-years-gifts. 
This he did not at the beginning of his reign : 
for he conformed at firft to his predeceffor's ex- 
ample. But be foon grew weary of the trouble 
And expenfe of this ceremony, and fupprefied it 
by edict. 
Kiimii- To thefe many bad qualities, which made him 
J^J;^ the fcourge of mankind, he joined an indifference 
«9. ' ' for religion. Prejudiced in favour of the vUions 
of judicial aftrology, he gave into the fyftem of 
inevitable fatality. Notwithstanding he was ter- 
ribly afraid of thunder j and failed not in aftorm 
to put a laurel wreath., on his head, on account 

of 
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of the vulgar notion that the laurel is never thun- A.R.78S. 
des-ftruck. AC. S7 , 

I have already faid that he was learned, He Hisiewrfse. 
was matter of the Roman and Greek languages : ?%££"' 
and wrote well in both, either in verfe or profe. ft ' le, _-_ 
At the time of Suetonius there were extant very t^tf p™£ 
fuccinct memoirs of his life wrote by himfelf, of <£ 
whofe candor we may judge by this paflage j^/eV. 
quoted by that author. Tiberius therein faid, 
that he puniihed Sejanus, for his outrageous at- 
tacks on the children of his brother Germanicus. 
He took Meflala Corvinus for his model of 
eloquence ; but he fell very fhort of the perfpi- 
cutty, elegance, and eafy turn of that illuftrious 
orator. For Tiberius's ftyle was affected,- obfcure, 
and pedantic -, fo that what he fpoke on hand 
was generally better than his laboured produc- 
tions. The Poets he was fondeft of were Eu- 
phoria, Rhianus, and Parthenius, whom the 
flattery of his cotemporaries, who to pleafe Ti- 
berius had extolled and commented them, could 
not fave from the oblivion they deferved. I have 
elfewhere taken notice of his puerilities with re- 
Jpedt to Grammar and Mythology. 

Though he perfectly underftood Greek, and *J* 
could fpeak it, he only ufed it in familiar con- 
versations ; and preferred, on all public occaiions, 
the rights and preeminence of' the language of 
the Empire. He even carried this attention to a 
fcrupuloumefs that degenerated into trifling. 
.' Being obliged to make uie of the word Monopoly, 
which is Greek, he excufed himfelf for ufing a 
foreign word on account- of the neceflity : and 
another Greek word *, which fignifies an orna- • ***•" 
ment in relief on a veffel or fluff, having been 
put into a decree of the Senate, Tiberius, more 
nice than Cicero, who has often employed it, 
ordered it to be ftruck out, and a circumlocution 
Vol. II. E c to 
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A.R.788. to be ufed, if no proper word could btfthought 
aft.C.37. f m j ts room , 

D>»> A word that Was not Latin once efcaped him 

•'in an ordinance of his own drawing up. tde *e- 
eollefted it in the night, and treated it as a feriois. 
iitfair, for he fent for feme learned people to 
confult with about it. Ateius Capito, whofc 
. * flattery we have before noticed, ac^ed his proper 

paK on this occafion, and told the Emperor, 
that though the word in debate had never been 
ufed before, yet his authority would make it be 
admitted. Another perfon was more ingenuous: 
*' Cefar, (ays he, you can naturalize men, but 
not words." Such trifles furely were below the 
attention of a Roman Emperor ; and difcover in 
Tiberius a littlenefs of mind,, which generally ao 
companies a bafe foul. 
Hi> ptrfoo. T° complete his picture, I have only to it- 
Sua. r.h. fcribe his perfon.' He was taller than ufual, large 
* 8 - about the breaft and moulders, well proportioned 

in other refpects, and of a vigorous constitution. 
He had fo much ftrength in his joints, that with 
his finger he could bore a found apple, and 
wound the forehead of a child with a fillip. He 
had great eyes that projected, fo that a ftrong 
light dazzled him, and he diftingurfhed object? 
beft in the gloom. His countenance and beha- 
viour promifed rudenefs, fiercenefs, and arro- 
gance ; and we perceive by his actions foretold 
the truth. 



tbi End of Vol. U. 
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